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* IMPERIAL HOUSE LAW IN FORCE * CHAMPI BREAKS RECORDS IN SAKISHIMA * JAPAN SERIES OPENS TONIGHT * PETROL COULD RISE TO 180 YEN * DOCOMO CURBS ALERTS %

Revised Imperial House Law Takes Effect, Letting Princesses K eep
Ther Status After Marriage and Opening the Way to Adoption

Male-line descendants of the 11 former branch houses can now be adopted into the imperial family; the Imperial Household Agency says it will act while fully respecting the family's wishes,
and the question of a stable succession is left for later

By Aiko Tanaka | Senior Japan Correspondent

g /

/

-

Y

Hideki Matsui at bat for the New York Yankees, in a file photo. Named manager of the Yomiuri Giants on Friday, he received advice from his
old Yankees manager, Joe Torre, and a warm welcome fromrival clubs, and said the chance to sign the Giants first draft pick had given hima

thrill. Reports, Page 20. (File photo: WPM Productions)

The revised Imperial House Law took effect on
Saturday, alowing women of the imperia family to
keep their status after they marry and permitting
male-line male descendants of the 11 former branch
houses, which left the imperia family in 1947, to be
adopted into it. Kyodo News described the revision
as amajor change to the imperial system.

The aim isto stop the family from shrinking further.
It now has 16 members, including the Emperor and
Empress and the Emperor Emeritus and Empress
Emerita, and under the old law every woman who
married someone from outside it had to leave.

The law was enacted in July. Takeichiro Kuroda, the
grand steward of the Imperial Household Agency,
said at a news conference on Thursday that the
agency would deal with the changes appropriately
"while fully taking into account” the feelings of the
members of the family.

What changes

From Saturday, a woman of the imperial family who
marries keeps her title and her place in the family.
Her husband and any children do not become
members of the imperial family, and their details are
recorded in the ordinary family register, according to
explanations of the law broadcast by NHK.

Five unmarried women are affected: Princess Aiko,
the daughter of the Emperor and Empress; Princess
Kako, the daughter of Crown Prince Akishino; and
Princess Akiko, Princess Y oko and Princess
Tsuguko, the daughters of the late Prince Tomohito
and the late Prince Takamado.

The second change is a new exception to the old ban
on adoption. Men descended in the male line from the
former branch houses may now be adopted by
members of the imperial family, with the approval of
the Imperial House Council.

Who can be adopted

The adoptees must be men descended in the male line
from one of the houses that left in 1947. No candidate
has been named, and the agency has said nothing
about who might be approached.

A man who is adopted would not himself be in the
line of succession to the throne, but sons born to him
after he joined the family would be, according to the
government's explanation of the system.

A ceremony

The agency said on Thursday that it was considering
aceremony to mark the completion of an adoption,
modelled on the rite used when a male member of the
family marries awoman from outside it. Adopted
members will not be required to live with their
adoptive parents.

The households

Before the law took effect, the revision was reported
to the Emperor, the Emperor Emeritus and Crown
Prince Akishino. By August, Kuroda had explained it
to the four households regarded as possible adoptive
families: those of Prince Hitachi, of Princess Nobuko,
the widow of Prince Tomohito, of the Mikasa family
and of the Takamado family.

Behind closed doors

Kyodo News said in an analysis on Saturday that
preparations for the adoption system were going
ahead out of public view, and that the public's
reaction to the first adoption could not be predicted.

The Yomiuri Shimbun reported on its front page that
the law provides for the system for adoption and for
women's status to be reviewed about every 30 years,
depending on how many members the family has.
The government has said that this does not rule out
changes before then.

The succession

The revision leaves the rules of succession

untouched. The throne still passes only to men in the
male line, although opinion polls show that most
people in Japan would accept areigning empress,
Kyodo News noted. A supplementary resolution
adopted by the Diet when it passed the law saysthat a
policy for a stable succession will "continue to be
considered.”

Continued on Page 2
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TYPHOONS

Champi Lingers North of Yonaguni
After Record Windsand Rain in the
Sakishima I slands; Western Japan
Bracesfor Heavy Rain

Iriomote recorded a gust of 51.7 metres a second, its highest for
October; about 15,000 homes lost power, a woman was injured in
Miyako, and the storm, weakening, heads for Kyushu early next
week as a front brings rain from western to eastern Japan

By the Weather Desk

Typhoon No. 30, Champi, lingered north of

Y onaguni on Saturday morning after battering the
Sakishima Islands with winds and rain that broke
October records, cutting power to about 15,000
homes and grounding flights.

At 8 am. the large, strong typhoon was about 50 km
north of Y onaguni, with a central pressure of 975 hPa
and winds of 35 metres a second near its centre,
gusting to 50, and was moving slowly east, according
to the Japan Meteorological Agency. Storm-force
winds extended 110 km from the centre. At 5 am. it
had been almost stationary about 50 km north-west of
theisland.

Therecords

At Ohara, on Iriomote, the gust of 51.7 metres a
second recorded at 2:41 p.m. on Friday was the
strongest for October since observations began there,
the Ryukyu Shimpo reported. Ishigaki recorded a
gust of 46.1 metres a second, according to the
weather service Weathernews.

In Miyako, all four observation points recorded their
heaviest 24-hour rainfall for October, the Ryukyu
Shimpo said. The Asahi Shimbun reported 348 mm
in 24 hours on Miyako Idland, the most on record. A
spiral rainband dropped 69.5 mm in the hour to 1:32
p.m. on Friday, Weathernews said.

Injuriesand damage

A woman in her 70sin Miyako broke her right leg
after being knocked over by thewind, TV Asahi
reported. In Ishigaki atraffic signal was damaged and
roadside trees were brought down, and evacuation
orders were issued for the whole of Ishigaki and
Miyako.

Okinawa Electric Power said about 15,000
households in Ishigaki, Taketomi and nearby areas
were without power at 5 a.m. on Saturday. The
Okinawa Times reported about 14,650 at 8 am.,
about 11,000 of them in Ishigaki.

Flights

Miyako, Ishigaki and Shimoji airports were closed
throughout Friday. Japan Airlines cancelled five
international flights to and from Taiwan and 20
domestic flights, and All Nippon Airways 15 flights,
affecting about 4,600 passengers, TV Asahi reported.

Thetrack

The typhoon is forecast to move north-north-east
through the East China Sea, weakening to a severe
tropical storm by early Sunday and atropical storm
by early Monday. On the forecast centre line it passes
about 40 km north of Kagoshima on Monday
morning, before becoming an extratropical low off
the Tokai coast by early Tuesday.

By 6 am. on Sunday, the last time for which
Champi's forecast includes storm winds, the area that
could have them stays about 180 km from Naha, the
agency's forecast shows.

Rain before the storm

A front lying south of Honshu was forecast to move
north into eastern Japan by Saturday night and to
stretch from western to eastern Japan by Monday, the
agency said, warning that heavy rain could persist for
along time near the Tsushima Strait.
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WEATHER — TOKYO

18°C

Low 16°C - Rain for most of the day

/ ®- /Y
Sapporo Osaka Fukuoka Naha
19° 27° 27° 29°

Tokyo wet for most of the day at 18°C; rain clears from Kyoto and Osaka;
Hokkaido mostly sunny; Kochi 28°C and Kagoshima 29°C; Typhoon No.
30, Champi, at 975 hPa near Y onaguni. Full weather, Page 16.

TODAY IN BRIEF

« Imperial law: princesses keep their status after marriage; adoption from
former branch houses allowed.

» Typhoon: Champi sets October records in the Sakishima Islands and
heads for Kyushu as a weakening storm.

« Politics: petrol may rise to about 180 yen; Komeito proposes a 3-to-2 split
for the seat cut.

¢ Alerts: Docomo stops J-Alert and evacuation messages on Area Mail;
SoftBank's alerts return Monday .

* Society: suicides fall below 20,000, but schoolchildren's deaths reach a
record 538.

« Sports: Japan Series opensin Y okohama; Torretells Matsui to 'be
yourself'.

ALERTS
« SoftBank: back Monday.
« Docomo: J-Alert, evacuation
* messages off; quake and

* tsunami warnings still on.
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* Imperia law in force.
¢ Tokyo 18, rain al day.
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Revised Imperial House Law Takes Effect, L etting
Princesses Keep Ther Status After Marriage and
Opening the Way to Adoption

Continued from Page 1

The Y omiuri Shimbun reported that discussion of the
succession had stalled, with the government and the
ruling party wary of opening the way to afemale
emperor.

Only three people are now in the line of succession:
Crown Prince Akishino, the Emperor's younger
brother; his son, Prince Hisahito, 20, the only
member of his generation; and Prince Hitachi, the
Emperor's uncle, who is 90.

Why it was needed

The shrinking of the family has been discussed for
two decades. Women who married commoners | eft
one after another, and the burden of official duties,
from ceremonies to visits to disaster areas, hasfallen
on fewer people.

The government's expert panel proposed both
measures in 2021, and the ruling and opposition
parties spent years trying to reach a common position
before the bill passed this year.

Champi Lingers North of Yonaguni
After Record Windsand Rain in the
Sakishima I slands; Western Japan
Bracesfor Heavy Rain

Continued from Page 1

Up to 250 mm of rain could fall in northern Kyushu
by Sunday morning, TV Asahi reported, and the
agency urged people there to watch for landslides and
the flooding of low-lying land until Monday. Rain at
warning levelsis possible as far east as Kanto.

Thesea

Very rough seas with waves of up to 11 metres are
forecast around Okinawa, and waves of 5 to 6 metres
in the Amami region and off Kyushu through
Sunday.

No. 31

A tropical depression near the Marshall Islands
strengthened into Typhoon No. 31, In-fa, a 3am. on
Saturday. It isthe 31st typhoon of the year, tying the
ninth-highest annual total since records began in
1951, Kyodo News reported. In-fais forecast to
become a very strong typhoon heading west by early
Thursday, but has no direct effect on Japan for now.

Alerts

Customers of SoftBank, Y!mobileand LINEMO still
cannot receive emergency aert mail, which the
company has suspended until Monday because of the
PHP flaws, and NTT Docomo has suspended
municipal evacuation messages sent through its Area
Mail service. People in the typhoon's path should
follow evacuation information on television, radio
and disaster apps.

SOCIETY

The lImperial House Law From
Today

By Kenta Sakamoto | Data & Visualization

IN FORCE: Saturday, October 24, after the law was
enacted in July.

THE AIM: To stop the imperia family from
shrinking; it has 16 members.

WOMEN: A woman of the family keeps her status
when she marries.

THEIR FAMILIES: Her husband and children do not
become members of the family.

ADOPTION: Male-line male descendants of the 11
former branch houses may be adopted.

APPROVAL: An adoption needs the approval of the
Imperial House Council.

THE THRONE: An adopted man is not in the line of
succession; sons born to him afterwards would be.

A REVIEW: About every 30 years, depending on the
number of members, the Y omiuri Shimbun reports.

SUCCESSION: Male-line only; the Diet says a stable
succession will continue to be considered.

IN LINE: Crown Prince Akishino, Prince Hisahito,
20, and Prince Hitachi, 90.

The family'swishes

The agency has stressed that it will act in line with
the wishes of the members concerned. Whether any
of the women intend to marry, and whether any
descendant of the former housesis willing to be
adopted, are private matters on which it has not
commented.

Explanation needed

Kyodo News said that putting the system into
practice would require a full explanation to win the
public's understanding, particularly because the
adoption of men who were born outside the imperial
family has no modern precedent.

The month ahead

The family's public schedule continues as the new
law takes effect. The Cabinet approved on Friday
Princess Aiko's official visit to Singapore from
November 17 to 21, and the Emperor and Empress
will visit Osaka on November 14 and 15.

THE AGENCY:: Will act while fully taking the
family's wishes into account, the grand steward says.

SOCIETY

The 11 Houses That Left the
Imperial Family in 1947

Their male-line descendants are the only men who can now be
adopted
By Hana Ito | Research & Archive

The men who can now be adopted into the imperial
family come from 11 branch houses that gave up
their imperial statusin October 1947, five months
after the postwar Constitution took effect.

Fifty-one people left the family at that time, under the
reforms of the occupation era, which cut the imperial
household's assets and the support it could give to its
branches.

The houses

The 11 were the Fushimi, Kan'in, Yamashina, Kaya,
Kuni, Nashimoto, Asaka, Higashikuni,
Kitashirakawa, Takeda and Higashifushimi houses.

A distant line

The houses descend in the male line from the
Fushimi house, which separated from the main
imperial line about 600 years ago. Their link to the
present emperor lies many generations back.

Marriageties

Several of the houses were nonetheless closely tied to
the imperial line by marriage. Daughters of Emperor
Meiji married into the Takeda, Kitashirakawa, Asaka
and Higashikuni houses; Empress Kojun, the wife of
Emperor Showa, was born into the Kuni house; and
Emperor Showa's eldest daughter married into the
Higashikuni house in 1943.

After 1947

Members of the former houses became ordinary
citizens and have lived private lives since. Several of
the families have since died out in the male line.

The debate

Supporters of male-line succession argue that
adoption from these houses keeps the tradition of the
throne passing through men of imperial descent.

Critics say people who have lived as ordinary citizens
for generations would be hard for the public to accept
as members of theimperia family.

What happens now

The revised law allows adoption but does not oblige
anyone to take part. Whether any descendant is
willing, and which member of the family might adopt
him, are questions that have not been answered in
public.
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SOCIETY

From Signing Lawsto Garden
Parties. TheWork That Restson a
Shrinking Family

The state acts, public duties, rituals and patronage that the revised
law is meant to sustain are shared among fewer people than at any
time since the war

By Naomi Kato | Culture & Society Editor

The revised Imperial House Law that took effect on
Saturday is meant above all to ensure that there are
enough members of the imperial family to carry out
its work, which ranges from acts laid down in the
Constitution to a steady round of public engagements
across the country.

Actsin mattersof state

Under the Constitution, the Emperor is the symbol of
the State and of the unity of the people and has no
powers related to government. He performs only the
actsin matters of state that the Constitution provides
for, with the advice and approval of the Cabinet.

Those acts include appointing the prime minister, as
designated by the Diet, and the chief justice of the
Supreme Court, as designated by the Cabinet;
promulgating laws, cabinet orders and treaties;
convoking the Diet and dissolving the House of
Representatives; proclaiming general elections,
attesting the appointment of ministers and
ambassadors; awarding honours; and receiving
foreign ambassadors.

When the Emperor isaway

When the Emperor travels abroad or isill, hisactsin
matters of state can be delegated by law to another
member of the family. Crown Prince Akishino has
stood in for him during his visits overseas.

A regent

If an emperor isaminor, or is unable to perform his
duties for along period, the Imperial House Law
provides for aregent, chosen from adult members of
the family in afixed order that includes women.

Public duties

Beyond the acts set out in the Constitution, the
Emperor and other members of the family attend the
opening ceremony of each Diet session, the national
memorial service for the war dead on August 15, the
national sports meet, the national tree-planting
festival and anational festival devoted to the fisheries
and the sea. They visit areas hit by disasters, receive
state guests and hold garden parties at the Akasaka
Imperia Garden in spring and autumn.

Rituals

The Emperor also conducts rituals at the three
sanctuaries of the palace, the most important of

which isthe Niinamesai harvest festival on

November 23, and plants and harvests rice in a paddy
within the palace grounds. The Empress continues the
tradition of raising silkworms.

Patrons

Members of the family serve as honorary presidents
or patrons of many organisationsin welfare, culture,
sport and international exchange. Princess Takamado,
for example, is the honorary patron of the Japan
Football Association.

Princess Aiko

Princess Aiko, who graduated from Gakushuin
University in 2024, works at the Japanese Red Cross
Society while taking on more official duties. The
Cabinet approved on Friday her official visit to
Singapore from November 17 to 21.

Fewer hands

The number of members able to share the work has
fallen. Four princesses have left the family on
marriage since 2005, and the deaths of Prince
Tomohito of Mikasain 2012, Prince Katsurain 2014,
Prince Mikasain 2016 and Princess Y uriko in 2024
have reduced it further.

Theoldest generation

The Emperor Emeritus and the Empress Emerita,
both 92, withdrew from officia duties when he
abdicated in 2019, and Prince Hitachi is 90.

What changes

Until Saturday, each unmarried princess faced
leaving the family on marriage and taking her share
of the work with her. Under the revised law, a
princess who marries can remain a member of the
family and continue her duties.

Paid for by the state

Under the Constitution, al property of the imperial
household belongs to the state, and its expenses are
appropriated by the Diet in the budget, which covers
the Emperor's household, the work of the Imperial
Court and allowances for members of the family.

SOCIETY

From 1947 to Saturday: How the
Law Was Changed

By Hana Ito | Research & Archive

MAY 3, 1947: The Imperial House Law takes effect
with the postwar Constitution. It l[imits the throne to
men in the male line, requires awoman of the family
who marries a commoner to leave it, and bars the
emperor and members of the family from adopting.

OCT. 14, 1947: Eleven branch houses, 51 people,
leave the imperia family.

NQOV. 2005: The Emperor's daughter, Sayako
Kuroda, marries and leaves the family. A government
panel recommends allowing women and their
descendants to inherit the throne.

2006: The bill is shelved after Princess Kiko's
pregnancy is announced in February. Prince Hisahito
is born on September 6, the first boy born into the
family in nearly 41 years.

OCT. 2012: The government of Prime Minister

Y oshihiko Noda sets out options for letting
princesses keep their status after marriage. The idea
is shelved after the change of government that
December.

OCT. 5, 2014: Princess Noriko of Takamado marries
and leaves the family.

JUNE 2017: The Diet passes a specia law alowing
Emperor Akihito to abdicate, with aresolution urging
the government to study how to secure a stable
succession.

OCT. 29, 2018: Princess Ayako of Takamado marries
and leaves the family.

APRIL 30 AND MAY 1, 2019: Emperor Akihito
abdicates, and Emperor Naruhito accedes to the
throne.

OCT. 26, 2021: Princess Mako, the elder daughter of
the Crown Prince, marries and leaves the family.

DEC. 2021: A government panel proposes the two
measures now in the law: letting princesses keep their
status after marriage, and allowing the adoption of
male-line descendants of the former branch houses.
Its report goes to the Diet in January 2022.

MAY 2024: The leaders of both houses of the Diet
begin talks among the parties on the panel's
proposals.

NOQOV. 15, 2024: Princess Y uriko of Mikasa dies at
the age of 101, leaving the family with 16 members.

JULY 2026: Therevised law is enacted.
OCT. 24, 2026: The revised law takes effect.

TECHNOLOGY

Emergency Alerts This Weekend:
What Worksand What Does Not

By the Technology Desk

SOFTBANK, Y!MOBILE, LINEMO: All emergency
alert mail, including earthquake early warnings,
tsunami warnings and evacuation information, has
been suspended since 6:47 am. on Friday.

DUE BACK: SoftBank says on Monday, October 26.

NTT DOCOMO: Since about 7:30 p.m. on Friday,
AreaMail no longer carries J-Alert messages, river
flood forecasts or municipal evacuation information.

STILL WORKING ON DOCOMO: Earthquake early
warnings and tsunami warnings from the Japan
Meteorological Agency.

DOCOMO SMS: The Dokodemo Saigai Hinan Joho
service for registered areas is also suspended.

RESTART: Docomo has given no date.

THE REASON: Both suspensions are linked to the
work to deal with the flaws in the programming
language PHP.

WHAT TO DO: Keep aradio or television on, and
install adisaster information app with its notifications
switched on.

IN OKINAWA AND KYUSHU: Check your
municipality's website and community |loudspeakers
for evacuation orders as Typhoon Champi passes.

IF IN DOUBT: Move to safety early; do not wait for
aphone alert.
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Typhoon map

Saturday, October 24, 2026

Two storms at 8 a.m. JST (In-fa at 6 a.m.) and their forecast tracks

CHINA

Mon 3 a.m.
996 hPa, 20 m/s
Tropical storm

Shanghai ¢

Sat 6 p.m.
975 hPa, 35m/s |
Strong typhoon |+

No. 30 Champi
975 hPa, 35 m/s
Large, strong typhoon
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Track so far; circles mark 9 a.m.
Dotted: while a tropical depression

Center of the storm now
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At 8 a.m. Saturday
No. 30 Champi No. 31In-fa
6 a.m. position
Strength Large, strong typhoon Tropical storm
Area 50 km N of Yonaguni Marshall Islands area
Center 24.9°N, 122.9°E 10.5°N, 166.9°E
Moving East, slowly Almost stationary

Pressure  875hPa 1002 hPa

Max winds 35 m/s, gusts 50 m/s 18 m/s, qusts 25 m/s
Storm winds 110 km all around None

25 m/s+

220 km west

165 km east

Gale winds 650 km northeast
15 m/s+ 560 km southwest

Forecast

B Champi is down to 975 hPa and moves away north-northeast across
the East China Sea today, a severe tropical storm overnight and a
tropical storm by Monday morning, then an extratropical low off the
Tokai coast by early Tuesday.

B |n-fa drifts north from the Marshall Islands, a severe tropical storm by
Monday and a strong typhoon near Wake Island by Tuesday, then turns
west as a very strong typhoon by Thursday.

At 8 a.m. Yonaguni is inside Champi's area of storm-force winds, and
Ishigaki, Miyakojima, Taipei and Naha are in the gale-force area. By

6 a.m. Sunday, the last time Champi's forecast gives storm winds, the area
that could have them stays about 180 km from Naha. On Champi's forecast
center line, the center passes about 40 km north of Kagoshima on
Monday morning, as a weakening tropical storm. Champi's 70% circle for
3 a.m. Tuesday is 300 km in radius and takes in Osaka and Nagoya, by
when it is forecast to be an extratropical low. In-fa's forecast position at

3 a.m. Thursday is about 420 km southwest of Wake Island.

20°N

" Wakelsland s ~._ Joome

Thu 3 a.m.
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Very strong typhoon i
' |Mon3a.m. 1
‘. | 985hPa, 30 m/s
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Strong typhoon
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10°N

No. 31In-fa

1002 hPa, 18 m/s at 6 a.m.
Tropical storm
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Data: Japan Meteorological Agency tropical cyclone bulletins issued between 07:05 and 08:40 JST on Oct. 24, 2026. All times are Japan Standard Time. Each storm is drawn in its own color.

Typhoon No. 30, Champi, at 8 a.m. on Saturday and its forecast track, with Typhoon No. 31, In-fa, at 6 a.m., in the map supplied for this edition. Champi: a large, strong typhoon about 50 km north of Yonaguni at 24.9N,
122.9E, moving east slowly, with a central pressure of 975 hPa and maximum winds of 35 nvs, gusting to 50. Storm-force winds extend 110 kmin every direction; gale-force winds 650 km to the north-east and 560 kmto the
south-west. Forecast: a strong typhoon of 975 hPa over the East China Sea at 6 p.m. Saturday; a severe tropical storm of 985 hPa by 6 a.m. Sunday, the last time its forecast gives storm winds, when that area stays about
180 kmfrom Naha; a tropical storm of 996 hPa west of Kyushu by 3 a.m. Monday, its centre line passing about 40 km north of Kagoshima on Monday morning; and an extratropical low of 1,004 hPa off the Tokai coast by 3
a.m. Tuesday, when the 70 per cent circle, 300 kmin radius, takes in Osaka and Nagoya. At 8 a.m. Yonaguni is inside the storm-force winds, and Ishigaki, Miyakojima, Taipei and Naha arein the gale area. In-fa: a tropical
storm of 1,002 hPa near the Marshall Islands at 10.5N, 166.9E, almost stationary, with winds of 18 nvs; forecast to become a severe tropical storm by Monday, a strong typhoon of 970 hPa near Wake Island by early
Tuesday and a very strong typhoon of 955 hPa heading west, about 420 km south-west of Wake Island, by 3 a.m. Thursday. Each dashed circle is where the centre is expected to be at that time with a probability of 70 per
cent; the solid outline encloses the area that could have storm-force winds during the forecast period. The line from the south-east is Champi's track so far, with circles at 9 a.m. each day. (Data: Japan Meteorological
Agency tropical cyclone bulletinsissued between 7:05 a.m. and 8:40 a.m. on October 24)

TYPHOONS

Champi Weakens Faster Than Expected and Turns North-East: The Forecast Puts It Near Kagoshima on
Monday M orning and Off the Tokai Coast by Tuesday

Its central pressure has risen 25 hectopascals since Friday afternoon, but the new track reaches Kyushu half a day earlier and puts Osaka and Nagoya inside the area where its centre could be by early

Tuesday

By Kenta Sakamoto | Data & Visualization

Typhoon No. 30, Champi, has begun to weaken and
will move away to the north-north-east across the
East China Sea on Saturday, according to the
bulletins issued by the Japan Meteorological Agency
between 7:05 am. and 8:40 am. The map on this
page shows the storm at 8 a.m. and the agency's
forecast positions until early Tuesday.

At 8 am. the large, strong typhoon was about 50 km
north of Y onaguni, at 24.9 degrees north and 122.9
degrees east, moving slowly east. Its central pressure
was 975 hectopascals and its winds near the centre 35
metres a second, with gusts of 50.

That is amarked change from Friday afternoon, when
Champi was a very strong typhoon of 950
hectopascal s with winds of 45 metres a second.
Friday's forecast had expected it to hold that strength
until early Saturday.

Thewinds now

Storm-force winds of 25 metres a second or more
extended 110 km from the centre in every direction at
8 am., putting Y onaguni inside them. Gales of 15
metres a second or more reached 650 km to the
north-east and 560 km to the south-west, covering
Ishigaki, Miyakojima, Naha and Taipei.

Saturday evening

By 6 p.m. on Saturday Champi is forecast to be over
the East China Sea north of the Sakishima Islands,
still a strong typhoon at 975 hectopascals with winds
of 35 metres a second.

Sunday morning

By 6 am. on Sunday it is expected to have weakened
to a severe tropical storm of 985 hectopascals, with
winds of 30 metres a second. That isthe last time for
which the forecast gives the storm an area of
storm-force winds, and the area that could have them
stays about 180 km from Naha.

Monday

By 3 am. on Monday Champi isforecast to be a
tropical storm of 996 hectopascals west of Kyushu,
with winds of 20 metres a second. On the forecast
centre line, its centre passes about 40 km north of
Kagoshima on Monday morning as a weakening
tropical storm.

Tuesday

By 3 am. on Tuesday it is expected to have become
an extratropical low of 1,004 hectopascals off the
Tokai coast. The circle showing where the centreis
likely to be at that time has aradius of 300 km and
takes in Osaka and Nagoya.

How the forecast has changed

Friday afternoon's forecast had the centre crossing
southern Kyushu on Monday evening and becoming
alow near the Izu Islands on Tuesday afternoon.
Saturday's forecast brings the storm to southern
Kyushu about half a day earlier and has it becoming a
low off the Tokai coast by 3 am. on Tuesday, a path
that keeps Shikoku, Kansai and Tokai closeto its
rain.

Kyodo News, reporting the agency's 9 am. forecast,
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said the storm was expected to pass south of Shikoku
and become an extratropical low by Monday night.

Why aweaker storm still matters

A tropical storm or an extratropical low no longer has
the destructive winds of a strong typhoon, but it
carries agreat deal of moisture. Champi is also
feeding warm, humid air into afront that the agency
expectsto lie from western to eastern Japan by
Monday, which iswhy heavy rain is forecast far from
the storm's centre.

Rain and the sea

The agency has warned that heavy rain may continue
for along time near the Tsushima Strait, and has
urged northern Kyushu to watch for landslides and
flooding of low-lying land until Monday. Very rough
seas, with waves of up to 11 metres, are forecast
around Okinawa, and waves of 5 to 6 metresin the
Amami region and off Kyushu through Sunday .

Reading the map

Each dashed circle isthe areain which the centre is
expected to be at that time, with a probability of 70
per cent. The solid outline encloses the area that
could have storm-force winds during the forecast
period. The line to the south-east is the track so far,
with circles at 9 am. each day; the dotted section is
the period when Champi was still atropical
depression.

The second storm

Typhoon No. 31, In-fa, appears in red on the right of
the map, near the Marshall Islands. It has no effect on

Japan for now; its forecast is described on this page.

TYPHOONS
Champi at a Glance

By the Weather Desk

POSITION AT 8 A.M.: About 50 km north of
Y onaguni, 24.9N, 122.9E, moving east slowly.

STRENGTH: Large, strong typhoon; 975 hPa; winds
35 m/s, gusts 50 m/s.

STORM WINDS (25 M/S OR MORE): 110 km from
the centre in every direction; Y onaguni inside them.

GALES (15 M/S OR MORE): 650 km to the
north-east, 560 km to the south-west; Ishigaki,
Miyakojima, Naha and Taipel inside them.

SATURDAY, 6 P.M.: Strong typhoon over the East
China Sea, 975 hPa, 35 m/s.

SUNDAY, 6 A.M.: Severetropica storm, 985 hPa,
30 m/s; storm-wind area about 180 km from Naha.

MONDAY, 3 A.M.: Tropical storm west of Kyushu,
996 hPa, 20 m/s; centre line about 40 km north of
Kagoshimain the morning.

TUESDAY, 3 A.M.: Extratropical low off the Tokai
coast, 1,004 hPa

RECORDS ON FRIDAY:: Gust of 51.7 m/s at Ohara,
Iriomote, the highest there for October; 348 mm of
rain in 24 hours on Miyako Island, the most on
record.

POWER: About 15,000 households without
electricity at 5 am. on Saturday, according to
Okinawa Electric Power.

SEAS: Waves up to 11 m around Okinawa; 5to 6 m
around Amami and Kyushu through Sunday.

RAIN: Up to 250 mm in northern Kyushu by Sunday
morning; watch for landslides and flooding until
Monday.

TYPHOONS

In-faMakes 31: TheBusiest
Typhoon Season in 13 Years, and
How the Storms Get Their Names

The year's total already ties the ninth-highest since records began
in 1951, with more than two months to go
By Hana Ito | Research & Archive

A tropical depression near the Marshall 1slands
strengthened into Typhoon No. 31 at 3 am. on
Saturday, and was given the name In-fa.

It isthe 31st typhoon of the year, the first time the
count has reached that number since 2013, and it ties
the ninth-highest annual total since the Japan
Meteorological Agency's records began in 1951,
Kyodo News reported.

Therecord

The most typhoons in asingle year was 39, in 1967.
In an average year about 25 form, so 2026 is already
well above normal, and the season is not over:
typhoons form in November and December in most
years.

In-fa'sforecast

At 6 am. In-fawas atropical storm of 1,002
hectopascals at 10.5 degrees north and 166.9 degrees
east, almost stationary, with winds of 18 metres a
second and gusts of 25. It had no area of storm-force
winds; its gales reached 220 km to the west and 165
km to the east.

The agency expectsit to drift north, becoming a
severe tropical storm by Monday and a strong
typhoon near Wake Island by early Tuesday, at 970
hectopascals.

It isthen forecast to turn west and strengthen further,
reaching 955 hectopascals with winds of 45 metres a
second by 3 am. on Thursday, a very strong typhoon
about 420 km south-west of Wake Island. It has no
direct effect on Japan for now.

A list of 140 names

Typhoons in the western Pacific are named from a
list of 140 names contributed by the 14 members of
the Typhoon Committee, a body of countries and
territoriesin the region. The names are used in order,
and the list starts again from the top when it is
exhausted.

Fireworks

In-fa, from Macau, means fireworks. Names are
retired from the list when a storm causes exceptional
loss of life or damage, and replaced with new ones.
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Japan'snumbers

In Japan the storms are also numbered in the order in
which they form each year, which iswhy the agency
and the Japanese mediarefer to Champi as Typhoon

No. 30 and In-faas No. 31.

Two at once

It is not unusual for two typhoonsto exist at the same
time in autumn, when the waters of the western
Pacific are still warm. The agency tracks both on the
same map, as on this page, with Champi in blue and
In-fainred.

TYPHOONS

Why Rain Can Fall Hundreds of
Kilometres Ahead of a Typhoon

A front lying across Japan can turn a distant storm's moisture into
a downpour, as the forecasts for this weekend show
By the Weather Desk

Champi's centre is not expected to reach southern
Kyushu until Monday morning, yet the weather
agency has warned northern Kyushu of landslides
and flooding until Monday, and forecasters say rain
could reach warning levels as far east as Kanto. The
reason is afront.

A front is the boundary between two air masses. In
autumn a front often lies along or south of the
Japanese archipelago, separating cooler air to the
north from warm, moist air over the Pacific.

Fuel for the front

A typhoon is surrounded by avast circulation of
warm, wet air. When a typhoon approaches a front,
that circulation pushes moisture northward into it,
making the front far more active than it would
otherwise be.

Rain far from the storm

Therain falls along the front itself, which can be
hundreds of kilometres from the typhoon's centre.
The heaviest falls often come a day or more before
the storm arrives, and in placesit never reaches at all.

Thisweekend

The agency said on Saturday that a front lying south
of Honshu would move north into eastern Japan by
Saturday night and stretch from western to eastern
Japan by Monday. It warned that heavy rain could
persist for along time near the Tsushima Strait.

A familiar pattern

The combination has caused some of Japan's worst
floods. In September 2000 an autumn front activated
by atyphoon brought more than 400 mm of rainin a
single day to Nagoya, in what became known as the
Tokai heavy rain, flooding large parts of the city.

Lines of storms

When the moist air feeding a front is strong enough,
thunderstorms can form one after another over the
same place and line up in a band, the linear rainbands
the agency warns about. Such bands can drop more
than 100 mm of rain in three hours.

What to watch

Residents should follow the agency's warnings and
their municipality's evacuation information rather
than the distance to the typhoon's centre, and check
hazard maps for landslide and flood risks near their
homes.

TYPHOONS

Warming Probably Added About 20
Per Cent to This Summer's Wor st
Downpours, Including Nagoya's
Record, Weather Agency Finds

Sx heavy rain eventsin Tokai, Hokuriku and Chiba were
simulated with and without the rise in temperature since

industrialisation
By the Weather Desk

Global warming probably increased the rain that fell
in a series of destructive downpoursin August and
September by about 20 per cent, the Japan
Meteorological Agency said on Friday.

The agency's Meteorological Research Institute
examined six heavy rain events that caused severe
damage in the Toka and Hokuriku regionsand in
Chiba Prefecture.

With and without warming

The researchers compared simulations of the actual
events with simulations of a climate that excluded the
rise in temperature since industrialisation and the
increase in water vapour that has come with it.

In the six cases, the rain was between 15.7 per cent
and 22.9 per cent heavier with warming than without

it.

Chiba

The heavy rain that struck Chiba Prefecturein
August, flooding streets in Oamishirasato and

elsewhere, was 22.8 per cent heavier because of
warming, the analysis found.

Nagoya

For the heavy rainin the Tokal region in September,
the increase was 15.7 per cent. During that event
Nagoya recorded 104.5 mm of rain in an hour, the
most since records began in the city.

Why it matters

A warmer atmosphere can hold more water vapour,
roughly 7 per cent more for each degree Celsius,
which gives storms more water to release. Studies of
this kind, known as event attribution, estimate how
much of a particular disaster can be put down to
warming.

Planning ahead

The findings add to the case for designing drains,
rivers and evacuation plans for heavier rain thanin
the past. The transport ministry told an expert panel
on Thursday that it would ask local governments to
prepare for downpours of about 100 mm an hour in
the most dangerous places, citing the Chiba floods
among other damage.

Thisweekend

The study was published as atyphoon and an active
front threatened western Japan with another round of
heavy rain.

The Imperial Family: 16 Members

Ages as of Saturday, October 24
By Kenta Sakamoto | Data & Visualization

THE EMPEROR: Emperor Naruhito, 66.
THE EMPRESS: Empress Masako, 62.
THEIR DAUGHTER: Princess Aiko, 24.

THE EMPEROR EMERITUS: Akihito, 92, who
abdicated in 2019.

THE EMPRESS EMERITA: Michiko, who turned 92
on Tuesday.

THE CROWN PRINCE: Crown Prince Akishino, 60,
the Emperor's younger brother and first in line to the
throne.

THE CROWN PRINCESS: Crown Princess Kiko,
60.

THEIR CHILDREN: Princess Kako, 31, and Prince
Hisahito, 20, second in line. Their elder daughter,
Mako, left the family when she married in 2021.

THE HITACHI HOUSE: Prince Hitachi, 90, the
Emperor Emeritus's younger brother and third in line,
and Princess Hitachi, 86.

THE MIKASA HOUSE: Princess Nobuko, 71, the
widow of Prince Tomohito, and her daughters,
Princess Akiko, 44, and Princess Y oko, who turns 43
on Sunday.

THE TAKAMADO HOUSE: Princess Takamado,
73, the widow of Prince Takamado, and her daughter,
Princess Tsuguko, 40.

UNMARRIED WOMEN: Five: Princess Aiko,
Princess Kako, Princess Akiko, Princess Y oko and
Princess Tsuguko.

IN LINE TO THE THRONE: Three men: Crown
Prince Akishino, Prince Hisahito and Prince Hitachi.

LEFT ON MARRIAGE SINCE 2005: Four
princesses: Sayako Kuroda, Noriko Senge, Ayako
Moriya and Mako Komuro.

Thelmperial House Council, Which
Must Approve Any Adoption

By Hana Ito | Research & Archive

Under the revised law, an adoption into the imperial
family needs the approval of the Imperial House
Council, abody set up under the Imperial House Law
to decide on important matters concerning the family.

The council has 10 members.

Who sitson it

They are two adult members of the imperial family,
the speaker and vice-speaker of the House of
Representatives, the president and vice-president of
the House of Councillors, the prime minister, the
grand steward of the Imperial Household Agency, the
chief justice of the Supreme Court and one other
Supreme Court justice.
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Thechair
The prime minister chairs the council.

Itsduties

Its duties include approving the marriages of male
members of the imperia family and decisions on
members leaving the family.

A raremeeting

The council meets only occasionally. In December
2017 it met to set the date for the abdication of
Emperor Akihito, now the Emperor Emeritus, which
took place on April 30, 2019.

Thenew role

Adding adoption to its duties means that elected
politicians, judges and the imperial family itself will
all take part in deciding who joins the family.

Transparency

How much is disclosed about the council's
deliberations on any adoption will be closely
watched, given callsfor the system to be explained
fully to the public.

The Week Ahead

By the Society Desk

SAT. 24: Revised Imperial House Law takes effect;
Japan Series Game 1, Y okohama, 6:30 p.m.; Japan v
Fiji and Japan's women v Wales at Chichibunomiya;
Turner exhibition opensin Ueno; Shosoin Exhibition
opensin Nara; Asian Para Games close.

SUN. 25: Japan Series Game 2; Kikuka Sho at
Kyoto; Fukushima governor and Naha mayoral
elections; Mito Komon Manyu Marathon; Serbia
votes; Europe's clocks go back.

MON. 26: SoftBank alerts due back; Ishin and the
Democratic Party for the People decide on the 31-seat
cut; BY D vehicles barred from Kadena.

TUE. 27: Israel votes; local ceasefire in Oleshky,
southern Ukraine, due to begin; inter-party talks on
the lower house resume.

OCT. 27-29: Japan Series Games 3 to 5 in Fukuoka.
OCT. 27-28: U.S. Federal Reserve meets.

OCT. 28-29: German Chancellor Friedrich Merzin
Japan.
OCT. 29-30: Bank of Japan policy meeting.

OCT. 30: U.S. tariff exemptions for some Canadian
goods take effect.

NOV. 3: U.S. midterm elections; Order of Culture
ceremony.

NOV. 3-4: Ryuo title match, Game 3, in Kyoto.
NOQOV. 4: Go's Oza title match, Game 2, in Hadano.
NOV. 14-15: The Emperor and Empressin Osaka.
NOV. 17-21: Princess Aiko in Singapore.

POLITICS

Komeito Would Talk About Cutting
Seatsif Districts Shared the
Burden; the Democratic Party for
the People L eans Towardsthe
31-Seat Plan

Policy chief Nakano proposes a 3-to-2 split between single-seat
districts and proportional seats; Ogawa urges the parties not to
rush, and Ishin and the DPP decide on Monday

By Michael Hayes | Political Correspondent

Komeito said after deciding to oppose the Liberal
Democrats plan to cut 31 proportional representation
seats from the House of Representatives that it would
take part in the discussion if the cuts were shared
between single-seat districts and proportional seatsin
aratio of three to two.

Hiromasa Nakano, the party's policy chief, told
reporters on Friday that there was little justification
for cutting only proportional seats. If the reduction
were split three to two between the districts and the
proportional blocks, he said, Komeito would "engage
fully in the debate".

Thedecision

The party's political reform headquarters had met
earlier on Friday and decided to oppose the plan,
leaving the final response to the headquarters head,
Secretary-General Makoto Nishida.

The DPP

The Democratic Party for the Peopleis leaning
towards accepting the plan, the Asahi Shimbun
reported on Saturday. Its acting leader, Motohisa
Furukawa, said the party had gained "a general
understanding” of the Liberal Democrats

compromise, which would also switch the way
proportional seats are shared to a method more
favourable to smaller parties.

Monday

Ishin and the Democratic Party for the People will
decide their positions on Monday, when the parties
are due to give the Liberal Democrats their views.
The next round of talks between the ruling and
opposition partiesis expected on Tuesday.

Caution

Junya Ogawa, leader of the Democratic Reform
Association, said he was cautious about cutting seats
at al and urged the parties not to rush the debate.

Thearithmetic

The lower house has 465 seats: 289 elected in
single-seat districts and 176 by proportional
representation in 11 regional blocks. The ruling
parties bill would cut 45 proportional seats; the
Liberal Democrats compromise would cut 31.
Komeito's formula would take some of the reduction
from the districts, which would mean redrawing
constituency boundaries.

Why Komeito cares

Komeito, which left its coalition with the Liberal
Democrats last year, has traditionally won most of its
lower house seats through proportional
representation, so a cut that falls only on those seats
would hit it harder than larger parties.

Thedeadline

The parties have said they want to reach a conclusion
by the end of the month. Any bill would still need to
pass both houses before the extraordinary Diet
session ends on December 12.

POLITICS

Takaichi Dines With Her Entire
Cabinet for the First Time Sincethe
Reshuffle, Seeking Unity asthe Diet
Debate | ntensifies

By Michael Hayes | Political Correspondent

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi hosted all the
members of her Cabinet for dinner at her official
residence on Friday evening, the first such gathering
since the reshuffled second Takaichi Cabinet took
office in September.

The dinner was seen as a chance to reaffirm the
Cabinet's unity ahead of deliberationsin the
extraordinary Diet session, Kyodo News reported.
The Sankei Shimbun said every minister attended.

A heavy agenda

The session, which opened on October 5 and runs
until December 12, is dominated by the government's
bills to cut the consumption tax on food and to
introduce a benefit linked to income, which must also
pass the House of Councillors, where the coalition
lacks a majority.

A difficult week

The week brought a string of problems for the
government: awave of data leaks that the Liberal
Democrats called a"serious crisis', SoftBank's
suspension of emergency aerts over the flawsin the
programming language PHP, opposition to the plan to
cut 31 lower house seats and the decision to review
the petrol subsidy.

Thereshuffle

September's reshuffle kept Shinjiro Koizumi at
defence and gave Ishin, the Liberal Democrats
coalition partner, itsfirst seat in the Cabinet.

A first anniversary

The Takaichi government marked its first anniversary
on Wednesday. The prime minister has made
economic security, defence and measures against
rising prices the centre of her agenda.

Dinnersas politics

Dinners at the official residence are afamiliar tool for
Japanese prime ministers seeking to bind their
ministers together before a difficult stretch of
parliamentary business, and the gatherings are
usually reported only in outline.

What follows

Next week Takaichi receives German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz, and the parties continue their
negotiations on the lower house seats and on the tax
bills.
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The crude oil tanker Idemitsu Maru at sea, in a file photo. With New York crude above $103 a barrel, the government is considering letting petrol

rise to about 180 yen a litre by cutting the subsidy in small monthly steps. (File photo: WPM Productions)

POLITICS

Government Weighs L etting Petrol Riseto About 180 Yen a Litre, Cutting
the Subsidy by a Few Yen a Month From December

Takaichi wants an exit from payments that have cost more as crude climbs past $100; electricity and gas support may return for the

winter
By Michael Hayes | Political Correspondent

The government and the ruling parties are
considering letting the price of regular petrol rise to
about 180 yen alitre by reducing the subsidy that has
held it near 170 yen since March, the Y omiuri
Shimbun reported on Saturday.

The reduction would come in stages. One optionisto
let the national average price rise by about 3 or 5 yen
alitre each month, starting as early as December, TV
Asahi and Reuters reported, citing people familiar
with the discussions.

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi instructed Ryosei
Akazawa, the minister of economy, trade and
industry, on Friday to review the subsidy, including
how far to cut it and how to end it. She has said that
nothing has yet been decided on the amount or the
timing.

Why now

Kyodo News reported that the instruction cited the
worsening situation in the Middle East, which has
driven up the cost of keeping prices down. New Y ork
crude rose $3.80 on Friday to $103.27 abarrel as
fighting between Y emen's Houthi movement and
Saudi Arabiaintensified.

The subsidy is paid to oil wholesalers, so every rise
in crude increases the amount the government must
pay to hold the pump price at its target. Lawmakers
in both the ruling and opposition parties have raised
concerns about the open-ended cost to public
finances.

The party view

Takayuki Kobayashi, the Liberal Democrats policy
chief, said on Thursday that the subsidy needed to be
reviewed. Moving from about 170 yen to about 180
yen would mean arise of about 10 yen alitre, which
at 3to 5 yen amonth would take two to four months.

POLITICS

Fukushima Chooses a Governor and
Naha a Mayor on Sunday, With

| ncumbents Backed by Parties
From Both Sides

Masao Uchibori seeks a fourth term against six challengers; in
Naha, Satoru Chinen faces three, with U.S. bases and prices the
issues

By Michael Hayes | Political Correspondent

Voters in Fukushima Prefecture elect a governor on
Sunday, and votersin Naha, the capital of Okinawa
Prefecture, choose a mayor.

Fukushima

Seven candidates are standing for governor. The
incumbent, Masao Uchibori, 62, an independent
seeking afourth term, is backed by the local
organisations of the Liberal Democrats, the
Constitutional Democrats, the Demacratic Party for
the People and Komeito, among other groups.

His challengers include Tomoko Oyamada, 33, a
standing committee member of the Japanese
Communist Party's Fukushima committee, and five
independents, among them company managers and
the 86-year-old head of ariding school.

Last time

In 2022 Uchibori won with 576,221 votes agai nst
77,196 for his only opponent, on aturnout of 42.58
per cent. Campaigning began on October 8.

Winter bills

At the same time the government is considering
resuming subsidies for electricity and gas bills from
January to March, when demand for heating rises,
and the support could begin earlier depending on
discussionsin the ruling party, according to TV
Asahi.

The household view

For afamily that fills a 40-litre tank twice amonth, a
rise of 10 yen alitre would add about 800 yen a
month. The burden would fall most heavily in rural
areas, where people depend on cars for shopping,
work and hospital visits.

A long-running scheme

Japan has used payments to wholesalers to restrain
fuel prices since 2022. The provisional surcharge on
the petrol tax, 25.1 yen alitre, was abolished at the
end of last year under an agreement between the
ruling and opposition parties.

Prices

Consumer prices excluding fresh food rose 2.1 per
cent in September from ayear earlier, and the fuel
subsidies have helped to hold down energy costs
within that figure. Allowing petrol to rise would add
toinflation at atime when the Bank of Japanis
judging whether its 2 per cent target has been
reached.

What comes next

Takaichi has also asked Akazawato work with
Finance Minister Satsuki Katayamato secure the
money needed to keep the payments going in the
meantime. The size of each step and the date of the
first cut have yet to be decided.

Theissues

Fukushimais still dealing with the legacy of the 2011
earthquake, tsunami and nuclear accident, including
the decommissioning of the Fukushima Daiichi plant
and the return of residents to areas that were
evacuated, as well as a shrinking and ageing
population.

Naha

In Naha, four candidates are standing. The incumbent
mayor, Satoru Chinen, 63, is backed by the Liberal
Democrats and Komeito, and this time also by the
Constitutional Democrats, the Democratic Party for
the People and the Okinawa Social Mass Party.

His challengers are a 74-year-old leader of awomen's
organisation backed by the Japanese Communist
Party, a 35-year-old company manager and a
25-year-old employee of an IT company.

The bases

The U.S. military's use of Naha Airport and the
planned relocation of the Naha Military Port to the
west coast of Urasoe are among the main issues,
along with measures against rising prices and support
for families with children.

Four yearsago

In 2022 Chinen won with 54.24 per cent of the vote,
beating a candidate backed by the "All Okinawa"
camp opposed to the new U.S. base at Henoko by
about 10,000 votes.
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Voting
Pollsin Naha are open from 7 am. to 8 p.m. Results
are expected on Sunday night.

U.S. Typhon Missile Launcher
Moves From Kanoyato Kadena,
Where It Will Be Stored

The system can fire Tomahawk cruise missiles; China and Russia
have objected to its presence in Japan
By Jonathan Mercer | Diplomatic Correspondent

The U.S. military's Typhon mid-range missile
launcher, which had been temporarily deployed at the
Maritime Self-Defense Force's Kanoya air basein
Kagoshima Prefecture, has arrived at Kadena Air
Base in Okinawa, the Okinawa Defense Bureau said
on Friday.

The bureau declined to say when it arrived or how
many launchers had been moved, saying those were
matters of U.S. operations. The system is expected to
be stored at Kadena.

Theweapon

The Typhon system can carry the Tomahawk
long-range cruise missile as well asthe SM-6. Its
supporters say its presence strengthens deterrencein
the region.

Objections
China and Russia have each objected to the
deployment of the system in Japan.

Not permanent

In September the bureau said the United States had
told Japan that storing the launcher at Kadena did not
amount to a permanent deployment.

Why it matters

Kadena, the largest U.S. air base in the Far East, lies
in the town of Kadena and neighbouring
municipalitiesin central Okinawa. The presence of a
missile system there islikely to draw attention in the
prefecture, where opposition to the burden of U.S.
bases runs deep.

Thebigger picture

Japan is building its own long-range strike capability,
including Tomahawk missiles bought from the
United States, as part of a defence build-up aimed at
deterring an attack. The government argues that the
ability to strike back makes an attack less likely.

Kanoya

Kanoya, in the Osumi Peninsula of Kagoshima
Prefecture, isaMaritime Self-Defense Force air base
that has also hosted U.S. military aircraft in recent
years.

POLITICS

Kadena Bans Drinking for Junior
Airmen and Brings Their Curfew
Forward to 10 p.m. After a
Woman'sKilling in Naha

A U.S serviceman has been arrested on suspicion of
robbery-murder; separately, cars made by China's BYD will be
barred from the base from Monday

By Emi Kondo | Society & Local News

The U.S. Air Force's 18th Wing, which operates
Kadena Air Base in Okinawa, has imposed additional
discipline measures on junior enlisted personnel from
Thursday, including a ban on drinking, Kyodo News
reported, citing the online edition of Stars and
Stripes.

The wing has also brought forward the time by which
itsjunior airmen must be back on base to 10 p.m.

Thekilling
The measures follow the arrest of a U.S. serviceman

on suspicion of robbery-murder after awoman was
killed at a hotel in Naha.

Reflection period

U.S. forcesin Okinawa began a 30-day "reflection
period" on October 9, during which personnel may
not leave their bases between midnight and 5 am.

Breaking therules

On October 11, during ajoint patrol with Okinawa
prefectural police in Okinawa City, U.S. military
police detained two Air Force members who had
broken the ban on going out.

Anger in Okinawa

Crimes by U.S. service members have repeatedly
provoked protests in Okinawa, which hosts most of
the U.S. military facilities in Japan, and the
prefecture's leaders have repeatedly called for

effective measures to prevent them.

Past cases

The rape of a 12-year-old schoolgirl by three U.S.
servicemen in 1995 brought tens of thousands of
people onto the streets of Okinawa and led Japan and
the United States to agree the following year to return
the land occupied by the Marine Corps Futenma Air
Station.

In 2016 aformer Marine working at Kadenaas a
civilian employee murdered a 20-year-old woman
from Uruma, and the two governments later narrowed
the definition of the civilian personnel covered by the
Status of Forces Agreement.

In 2024 it emerged that sexual assault casesinvolving
U.S. servicemen had not been passed on to the
prefectural government, and the central government
decided to share information on such cases with
Okinawa.

BYD

Separately, Kadenawill bar vehicles made by the
Chinese carmaker BY D from the base from Monday,
the Asahi Shimbun reported, citing a spokesperson,
Lt. Col. Alli Stormer.

Thereason

The Pentagon added BY D this year to its list of
companiesit says are linked to China's military,
which bars them from U.S. defence contracts. BY D
has said it is not amilitary enterprise and that the
designation contradicts the facts. Modern cars collect
large amounts of data through their sensors and
connections, which has made Chinese vehicles a
security concern in the United States.

BYD in Japan

BYD has sold electric cars in Japan since 2023 and
has announced a Japanese-style electric kei car. Its
vehicles are among the few Chinese cars on Japanese
roads.

Japanese, U.S. and German Troops
Practise Saving the Wounded From
a Drone Attack in Their Biggest
Casualty Drill

About 100 German personnel join the Keen Sword exercise at
Iruma, carrying casualties from front-line first aid to hospital

By Jonathan Mercer | Diplomatic Correspondent

The Self-Defense Forces showed the press a drill on
Friday morning in which troops rescued, treated and
evacuated wounded personnel in asimulated armed
conflict, at the Air Self-Defense Force's Irumabasein
Sayama, Saitama Prefecture.

The drill was part of Keen Sword, the integrated
exercise between Japan and the United States. About
100 German military personnel took part alongside
the Ground, Maritime and Air Self-Defense Forces
and the U.S. military.

Thelargest yet

The Sankei Shimbun described it as the largest
casualty training the Self-Defense Forces have
conducted.

From thefront to the hospital

The units practised every link in the chain, from first
aid at the front line to handing patients over to
hospitals, using dummies to represent the wounded.

The scenarios

In one scenario, troops rescued personnel at the front
after adrone attack and stopped their bleeding. In
another, they responded to chemical contamination,
wearing gas masks.

Why it matters

Modern conflicts, including the war in Ukraine, have
shown how drones can inflict casuaties far behind
the front line, and how quickly the wounded must be
treated if they areto survive. Treating and moving
large numbers of casualtiesis an areain which the
Self-Defense Forces have had little practical
experience.

Germany'srole

Germany has stepped up its military presence in the
Indo-Pacific in recent years, sending warships and
aircraft to the region and joining exercises with
Japan. Its participation comes days before Chancellor
Friedrich Merz'sfirst visit to Japan.

Keen Sword

The exercise, held every two years, is one of the
largest between the two allies, bringing together tens
of thousands of personnel at bases across Japan.
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Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi speaks at a podium, in a file photo. She met President Wesley Smina of Micronesia on Friday and receives
German Chancellor Friedrich Merz next week. (File photo: WPM Productions)

POLITICS

Takaichi OffersMicronesia Help With an Inter-Island Ship and Pledges a
Stronger Partnership Under the Indo-Pacific Vision

The two leaders discuss security and agree to work together towards next summer's Pacific |slands summit in Yokohama, as China

expands itsinfluencein the region

By Jonathan Mercer | Diplomatic Correspondent

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi met President Wesley
Simina of the Federated States of Micronesia at her
official residence on Friday, and the two leaders
confirmed that they would work together towards a
free and open Indo-Pacific.

Simina, who is on an official working visit to Japan
from Tuesday to Saturday, was welcomed with a
guard of honour before the talks.

A century of ties

Takaichi said the two countries friendship rested on
more than 100 years of exchange, including the ties
of people of Japanese descent, dating from before
Micronesia's independence. She said she wanted the
two countries to become stronger and more
prosperous together under an "evolved" version of the
Indo-Pacific vision.

A ship for theislands

Takaichi said Japan would carry out asurvey on
providing a passenger and cargo ship, whichis
essential for travel and links between Micronesia's
widely scattered islands. The Japan International
Cooperation Agency will conduct the survey on the
ground, TBS reported.

Security and the summit

The leaders exchanged views on security and agreed
to cooperate closely in preparing for the Pacific
Islands L eaders Meeting, which Japan will host in

Y okohama next summer.

POLITICS

German Chancellor Merz Will
Make HisFirst Visit to Japan on
Wednesday and Thursday, With a
Joint Document Under
Consideration

Talks with Takaichi are expected to cover security cooperation as
German troops take part in exercises with Japan and the United
Sates

By Jonathan Mercer | Diplomatic Correspondent

German Chancellor Friedrich Merz will visit Japan
on Wednesday and Thursday, the government
announced on Friday. He will hold talks with Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi.

It will be hisfirst visit to Japan since he took officein
May last year.

A joint document

The two governments are considering issuing ajoint
document after the talks, the Sankei Shimbun
reported, citing diplomatic sources in both countries.

Security

Security cooperation between Japan and Germany
has deepened in recent years. About 100 German
military personnel took part in a casualty evacuation
drill at the Air Self-Defense Force's Irumabase in
Saitama Prefecture on Friday as part of the
Japan-U.S. exercise Keen Sword.

Thefighter question

British Prime Minister Andy Burnham said earlier
this month that he had told Merz of Britain's
openness to Germany joining the next-generation
fighter programme that Britain shares with Japan and

Theregion

Micronesialies at an important crossroads of
maritime traffic in the Pacific, and China has been
increasing its influence among the island nations.
Simina has emphasised a balanced approach to
diplomacy.

Japan'sinterest

The Pacific islands sit astride sea lanes that matter to
Japan's trade and security, and Tokyo has stepped up
aid, coast guard cooperation and high-level visitsin
recent years as Beijing has courted the region with
infrastructure and policing agreements.

History

Micronesia was administered by Japan under a
League of Nations mandate between the two world
wars, and many Micronesians have Japanese
ancestry. The country became independent in 1986
under a compact of free association with the United
States.

Next

Officials will now study the scope of the ship project.
The Y okohama summit, held every three years, isthe
main stage for Japan's relations with the Pacific
islands.

Italy. Whether Germany will seek arole, and on what
terms, is one of the questions hanging over the visit.

Economy

Germany is the largest economy in Europe and one of
Japan's main trading partnersin the European Union.
Both countries are manufacturing exporters exposed
to American tariffs and to competition from China,
and both depend on stable supplies of energy from
abroad.

Thetiming

Merz will arrive as Europe looks for partners beyond
the United States, whose commitment to European
defence has become less certain under President
Donald Trump. Japan, for its part, has sought closer
ties with European powers as its security
environment in East Asia has grown more severe.

The calendar

The visit comesin the same week as the Bank of
Japan's policy meeting on October 29 and 30, and
less than aweek before the U.S. midterm elections on
November 3.

Previousvisits

Merz's predecessor, Olaf Scholz, visited Japan
several times, making Tokyo hisfirst stop in Asiaas
chancellor in 2022.
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Air Sdf-Defense Force Raises a
20-Metre Wing of the Global Hawk
That Crashed Off Tottori and Ends
Its Salvage Work

By Emi Kondo | Society & Local News

The Air Self-Defense Force said on Friday that it had
recovered the main wing and part of the fuselage of
the unmanned Global Hawk reconnaissance aircraft
that crashed into the sea off Tottori Prefecture in
September.

A civilian vessel that had been searching for and
recovering the wreckage finished its work and |eft the
areaon Friday.

"We have recovered almost all of the objects we
found," the force said.

Whereit lay

The wing was found about 50 km off Aoya, in Tottori
City, at adepth of about 200 to 300 metres.

Three pieces

It wasin three pieces, which were raised on
Wednesday. The largest piece was about 20 metres
long, 2.6 metres wide and 1.2 metres high.

The coast
Searches of the coastlines of Tottori and Shimane
prefectures will continue.

Theaircraft

The Global Hawk is a high-altitude, long-endurance
drone made by Northrop Grumman that can watch
wide areas for many hours. The Air Self-Defense
Force operates a small number of them for
surveillance around Japan.

Theinvestigation
Recovering the main parts of the aircraft will allow
investigators to look for the cause of the crash.

POLITICS

Hong Kong Activist Jimmy Sham
SaysHeWasHeld for 20 Hours at
Haneda and Asks Japan to Treat
Political Prisoners Differently

The former convenor of the group behind the 2019 mass marches
served four years and three months under the national security law
By Rachel Kim | Asia Correspondent

Jmmy Sham, a Hong Kong pro-democracy activist,
was held for about 20 hours during immigration
screening after arriving at Haneda Airport from Hong
Kong in June, hetold Kyodo Newsin an interview.

The screening probably took longer because he had
been convicted under Hong Kong's national security
law, Kyodo reported.

"Political prisoners are different from ordinary
criminals," Sham said. "Please improve the way
screening is done.”

Expertsdivided

Some experts want the Japanese government to
discuss how people convicted for political activity
should be treated, so that such cases are not repeated.

Isao Itabashi, a crisis management expert who heads
aresearch centre at the Council for Public Policy,
said immigration officers had to consider whether
Sham's entry could become a diplomatic issue, and
that holding him for 20 hours was appropriate.

Hisrecord

Sham led the Civil Human Rights Front, a citizens
group that organised a march of about two million
people in 2019. The group has since disbanded.

Theprimary

In 2020 he took part in an unofficia primary held by
pro-democracy lawmakers for the Legidative
Council election. The authorities treated it as a
conspiracy to subvert state power under the national
security law, and he was sentenced to four years and
three monthsin prison. He was released in May last
year.

Theentry

Kyodo News published a photograph of Sham in
Hong Kong in June holding a document showing that
he had been granted permission to enter Japan.

The question for Japan

Japan's immigration law bars entry to foreigners who
have been sentenced to ayear or more in prison, but
makes an exception for people punished for political
offences. Cases like Sham's test how officials decide
whether a conviction under Hong Kong's national

security law falls under that exception.

Gershkovich, Once Held by Russia,
Callsthe Detention of a Hokkaido
Shimbun Reporter 'Clearly Hostage
Diplomacy’

The Wall Street Journal reporter, freed after more than 16 months,
says Japan will need its allies help
By Rachel Kim | Asia Correspondent

Evan Gershkovich, the Wall Street Journal reporter
who was held by Russia on espionage charges for
more than 16 months, said on Friday that the
detention of a Hokkaido Shimbun reporter in Russia
was "clearly hostage diplomacy by Russia".

He made the remarks after alecture in New Y ork and
in aninterview with Kyodo News.

Negotiation

Gershkovich said that securing a detainee's release
required some form of negotiation over conditions
that Russia demands.

Allies

He said the Japanese government would need
cooperation from its allies and other partners.

Why Japan

He suggested that Russia may have believed it could
detain a Japanese citizen because relations between
the two countries have worsened, and he criticised
Moscow's conduct.

Hisown case

Gershkovich was arrested in Y ekaterinburg in March
2023 while on areporting trip and was freed in
August 2024 in a prisoner exchange between Russia
and Western countries. He has denied the charges
against him, as did his newspaper and the U.S.
government.

Thereporter

The reporter was detained by Russia’s security
service on Sakhalin on October 13 and later moved to
Moscow. The Japanese government and press
organisations have called for hisrelease, and the U.S.
ambassador to Japan, George Glass, condemned the
detention this week as an attempt to silence
journalism.

Thewider pattern

Western governments have accused Russia of
detaining foreigners to use them as bargaining chips,
acharge Moscow denies.

POLITICS

More Than a Third of the Groups
That Will Bring In Foreign
Workers Have No Japanese Teacher
Lined Up for the New System

The training-and-employment scheme replacing the technical
intern programme starts in April; workers must reach the most
basic level of Japanese

By Emi Kondo | Society & Local News

More than athird of the organisations that plan to
arrange the employment of foreign workers under the
government's new training and employment system
have not secured a qualified Japanese-language
teacher and have no candidates in view, a survey
released by the Immigration Services Agency on
Friday showed.

The new system, called ikusel shuro, will replace the
technical intern training programme next April.

Therequirement

Workers under the system must reach N5, the most
basic level of the Japanese-L anguage Proficiency
Test, and the organisations are expected to arrange
training by aregistered Japanese-language teacher, a
national qualification.

Thefigures

Of the organisations that answered, 14.6 per cent said
they had already secured such ateacher and 19.0 per
cent said they were likely to. A further 30.5 per cent
were making arrangements, while 35.9 per cent had
not secured one and had no candidate.

The survey

The agency sent the survey from October 5 to 7 to
1,880 supervising organisations on the mailing list of
the Organization for Technical Intern Training, and
received answers from 348 that plan to act as
supervising and support organisations under the new
system.
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Theresponse

The agency said it would work with other ministries
to understand the state of training and help secure the
peopleto provideit.

Why it matters

The technical intern programme was criticised for
years at home and abroad for poor working
conditions and for failing to deliver the training it
promised. The new system is meant to develop
foreign workers' skills and alow them to change
employers more freely, and language ability is central
to that aim.

A shortage

Registered Japanese-language teacher isanew
national qualification, introduced in 2024 under alaw
intended to raise the quality of Japanese-language
education, so the pool of qualified teachersis still
being built up.

POLITICS

L ower House Will Consider Using
Al toHelp Draft Laws, and May L et
MembersBring TabletsInto the
Chamber

The upper house sets up a project team on digital reform of the
Diet
By Michael Hayes | Political Correspondent

The House of Representatives will consider using
artificial intelligence to help lawmakers draft
legidlation, members of a subcommittee on Diet
reform agreed on Friday.

The subcommittee of the chamber's steering
committee met on Friday morning, and senior
members from both the ruling and opposition parties
confirmed the plan.

Urgent

Kelichi Koshimizu of the Chudo caucus, the
opposition's chief director on the committee, told
reporters. "We recognise that using Al is an urgent
issue for designing legal systems, investigating the
facts behind legislation and drafting provisions.”

Tablets

The rules of the House of Representatives currently
ban members from bringing tablets into the plenary
chamber, and the discussion of lifting the ban will
continue.

The upper house

In the House of Councillors, the directors of the
steering committee decided to set up a project team
on reforming the Diet through digital transformation.
It will be chaired by Katsunori Takahashi of the
Liberal Democratic Party.

Paper and votes

The Diet has been slow to adopt digital tools. Votes
in the House of Representatives are still largely cast
by standing or by placing wooden nametagsin
boxes, while the House of Councillors uses
push-button voting.

Why now

Lawmakers and their staff must handle a growing
volume of bills and amendments, and the spread of
generative Al in government and business has raised
the question of whether the Diet should use the same
tools, and with what safeguards.

Caution
Any use of Al in drafting lawsislikely to be limited
to support for research and drafting, with lawmakers
and the legiglative bureaus remaining responsible for
the text.

POLITICS
Politicsin Brief

By the Political Desk

TAX BILL: Komeito has told the government it
"cannot compromise” on its demand that the
income-linked benefit reach people earning aslittle
as 530,000 yen ayear, the Yomiuri Shimbun
reported. The benefit is part of the package
accompanying the bill to cut the consumption tax on
food.

CYBER: A Liberal Democratic task force asked
Economy, Trade and Industry Minister Ryosei
Akazawa to strengthen cybersecurity at small and
medium-sized companies, which often lack the staff
to defend themselves, Reuters reported.

CYBER CRISIS: The Sankei Shimbun reported that
the party's proposal to the prime minister warned that
Japan stood on "the eve of acyber crisis’, with arisk

of saturation attacks in the near future.

MICRONESIA: President Wesley Simina ends his
official working visit to Japan on Saturday.

MERZ: The German chancellor visits on Wednesday
and Thursday, hisfirst trip to Japan in office.

TYPHON: The U.S. missile launcher moved from
Kanoyato Kadenawill be stored there, the defence
bureau said.

DIET: The House of Councillorswill set up a project
team on digital reform, chaired by the Liberal
Democrat Katsunori Takahashi.

FOREIGN WORKERS: The Immigration Services
Agency will help organisations find
Japanese-language teachers for the new training and
employment system starting in April.

SEATS: Ishin and the Democratic Party for the
People decide their positions on the 31-seat cut on
Monday; the parties meet again on Tuesday.

ELECTIONS: Fukushima elects a governor and Naha
amayor on Sunday.

SESSION: The extraordinary Diet session runs until
December 12.

INTERNATIONAL

Trump Saysthe U.S. Could 'Take
All the Oil' in Iran and Callsthe
Strait of Hormuz 'Ours’; Cubals
Next, He Tellsa Rally

With peace talks stalled, the president keeps up the pressure on
Tehran and says he will send Rubio to deal with Havana after the
midterms

By the International Desk

President Donald Trump said on Friday that the
United States could, if it wished, take all of Iran's oil
or take over the whole country, insisting that his
country held the upper hand in the conflict.

Speaking to reporters at the White House, Trump said
Iran was in economic trouble and asked whether the
United States should finish it off or let it continue to
weaken.

Hormuz

He described the Strait of Hormuz, the energy
shipping route that Iran is effectively blockading, as
"completely ours' and said "we will maintain it". He
stressed that the volume of oil passing through the
strait was high.

Stalled talks

Talks to end the fighting have stalled, and Trump's
hard line is meant to force Iran into concessions,
Kyodo News reported.

Cuba

At arally in Florida on the same day, Trump said that
once the conflict with Iran had been dealt with, he
would "take care of" Cuba. He said he planned to
send Secretary of State Marco Rubio, who leads the
administration's policy on the island.

'On the way back'

Referring to U.S. forcesin the Middle East, Trump
said: "On the way back from Iran, wel'll stop by Cuba
for abit." Action on Cuba may begin in earnest after
the midterm elections in November, according to
Kyodo.

Pressure on Havana

The administration aims to change Cuba's
anti-American stance and has restricted theisland's
oil imports and imposed sanctions. Rubio posted a
message on X on Friday addressed to "people trying
to bring positive change to Cuba", urging them to act.

Themarkets

Qil pricesrose sharply on Friday. New Y ork crude
closed at $103.27 abarrel, up $3.80, on fears that
fighting between Y emen's Houthi movement and
Saudi Arabiawould disrupt supplies further.

For Japan

Japan imports ailmost al of its crude oil from the
Middle East, much of it through the Strait of Hormuz,
which iswhy the government has been reviewing
how long it can afford to subsidise the price of petrol.
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Eight Foreign Ministers From the
Middle East and Europe Meet in

| stanbul and Oppose Any New
Attack on Iran

Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Pakistan join Britain, France,
Germany and Italy; 'no country wants the war to spread’, Fidan
says

By Jonathan Mercer | Diplomatic Correspondent

Foreign ministers from four Islamic countries and
four European powers met in Istanbul on Friday and
agreed to oppose arenewed attack on Iran by the
United States and Israel, which the two countries are
reported to be considering.

The meeting brought together Turkey, Saudi Arabia,
Egypt and Pakistan with Britain, France, Germany
and Italy.

Three choke points

Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan, who
announced the outcome at a news conference, said
the ministers had discussed three maritime choke
points. the Strait of Hormuz, which Iran is effectively
keeping closed; the Bab el-Mandeb at the southern
end of the Red Sea, where Y emen's pro-Iranian
Houthi movement has intensified its attacks; and the
Black Sea, where civilian ships have repeatedly been
attacked in the war between Russia and Ukraine.

"No country wants the war to spread,” Fidan said.

Thereports

The New Y ork Times reported this week that the
American and Israeli militaries had drawn up a plan
to resume strikes on Iran after the U.S. midterm
elections.

An unusual grouping

The participants include close American allies and
countries that maintain working ties with Tehran.
Their common concern is the damage awider war
would do to shipping, energy supplies and the
economies of the region and of Europe.

Saudi Arabia

For Saudi Arabiathe stakes are immediate: the
Houthis say they have struck targets in the kingdom,
including its Defence Ministry and an Aramco site.

Japan'sinterest

More than 90 per cent of Japan's crude oil comes
from the Middle East, and much of it must pass
through the Strait of Hormuz, making the security of
the region's sea lanes a direct concern for Tokyo.

INTERNATIONAL

With the Midterms Ten Days Away,
Trump Exempts Some Canadian
Goods From 50% Tariffsand
Promises Voters $5,000 Each

Farm materials will be spared from October 30 after complaintsin
border states; an $8 hillion aid package for farmersis announced,
while the cash payments depend on a Republican victory

By the International Desk

The Trump administration said on Friday that it
would exempt certain agricultural materials and other
goods from the 50 per cent tariff it imposes on some
imports from Canada, a move seen as an attempt to
head off complaints from businesses and consumers
before the midterm elections.

The exemptions apply from October 30. To make up
for them, certain valves and carpets will be added to
the goods subject to the 50 per cent tariff.

Maine

The tariffs have become an issue in states with close
trade ties to Canada. In Maine, where the Senate race
is close, the Republican incumbent, Susan Collins,
wrote on X that potato and apple farmers imported
equipment and materials from Canada and that she
had "repeatedly consulted senior administration
officials and sought tariff relief", presenting the
exemptions as her own achievement.

Collins had earlier called the high tariffs on Canadaa
mistake. Her Democratic opponent, Troy Jackson, a
former president of the Maine Senate, said the
administration's trade disputes had pushed up prices.

$5,000 each

Trump has said since September that every adult
American citizen would receive a"dividend" of
$5,000 if the Republicans keep control of both
chambers of Congress. Congress would have to
approve such payments, which could cost more than
$1 trillion, according to PolitiFact.

Farmers

The president also announced $8 billion in aid for
farmers on October 19, a one-time package meant to
cover part of their estimated losses. Payment rates for
the main crops are expected in November, after the
election. Farmers have been hurt by tariffs and by
record diesel prices.

'Handouts'

The Yomiuri Shimbun described the promises as
blatant handouts by a struggling Republican Party.
Democrats have accused Trump of trying to buy
votes.

Doubts

An NBC News poll this month found that 14 per cent
of adults expected to receive the checks and 71 per
cent did not.

The stakes

Trump said on Friday that he would veto every bill if
the Democrats won back either chamber.

INTERNATIONAL

Serbia Voteson Sunday in a Snap
Election Called by Vucic, Who Quit
the Presidency to Fight a Student

M ovement Born of a Station
Disaster

The 'Students Win' list has gained ground on the governing

Progressive Party, which has kept close ties with Russia and
China

By the International Desk

Serbia holds a snap parliamentary election on
Sunday, a contest between the governing Serbian
Progressive Party of Aleksandar Vucic and alist
backed by the student movement that has led protests
against hisrule for amost two years.

Vucic dissolved parliament and set the date on
September 9, more than ayear before the election
was due, and resigned as president on September 27
to lead his party's campaign. He is seeking to return
as prime minister.

The students

The movement began after the concrete canopy of the
renovated railway station in Novi Sad collapsed on
November 1, 2024, killing 16 people. Students
blamed government negligence and corruption, under
the slogan "corruption kills".

Thelist

The students' list, campaigning as " Student List -
Students Win", collected nearly 400,000 signatures to
enter the race and held itsfinal rally in Belgrade on
Thursday, where supporters held up the lights of their
phones.

Thepolls

The ruling party is struggling against the surge of the
students camp, the Y omiuri Shimbun reported.
Analysts have said that most Serbians believe the
country is heading in the wrong direction.

Russia and China

The Y omiuri Shimbun described the governing party
as pro-Chinaand pro-Russia. Serbiais a candidate for
membership of the European Union but has kept
close ties with Moscow and Beijing.

Vucic

Vucic was elected president in 2017 and re-elected in
2022, and has spent more than 14 yearsin power as
president, prime minister or deputy prime minister.

The protests

About 300,000 people ralied in Belgrade on March
15, 2025, one of the largest demonstrationsin the
country's history. The prime minister at the time,
Milos Vucevic, resigned in January 2025.

The parliament
Serbia's National Assembly has 250 seats.
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President Emmanuel Macron of France, in a file photo. He met the high school students who have led protests since September for the first time on
Friday, and about 70,000 police and gendarmes are deployed for Saturday's union march in Paris. (File photo: WPM Productions)

INTERNATIONAL

M acron Meetsthe Students Behind France's Protestsfor the First Time;
They Say He Listened but Offered No Answers

About 70,000 police and gendarmes are deployed as unions march against rising prices on Saturday

By the International Desk

President Emmanuel Macron met high school
students on Friday who have been protesting since
September for better conditions in French schools,
the first time he has met them since the protests
began.

At a news conference afterwards, the students said:
"The president listened to us, but there was no
concrete answer to our demands.” They called for the
protests to continue.

Saturday's march

Labour unions have called a large demonstration in
Paris on Saturday to demand measures against rising
prices, and high school students are expected to join.
The government plans to deploy about 70,000 police
and gendarmes.

A week of riots

Protests on October 17 turned in placesinto
large-scale riots, and the unrest has continued for
more than aweek.

Thedemands

The students raised a shortage of teachers, ageing
school buildings and alack of transparency in the
selection process for university admission. They
demanded a 1.5-billion-euro plan, about 263.5 billion
yen, to renovate school facilities.

INTERNATIONAL

Truckers Blockades Empty
Supermarket Shelvesin Southern
Italy as Anger Over Fuel Pricesand
the Cost of Living Spreads

By the International Desk

Truck drivers protesting against high fuel prices have
blocked motorways, refineries and roads to portsin
southern Italy this week, leaving some supermarket
shelves bare and petrol stations without fuel,
according to reports from the region.

The worst-affected areas are Apulia, Calabriaand
Sicily. The blockades have caused long traffic jams
on major roads, including the A1 and A30
motorways.

Shortages

Fresh produce such as fruit and vegetables has been
especialy scarce, and some petrol stations have run
out of petrol and diesel. The Asahi Shimbun reported
that supermarket shelves had emptied, and pictures
from Naples showed bare shelves.

Thedemands

The protesters, who have been joined by farmers, are
demanding immediate tax relief, including afull
exemption from tax on agricultural diesel, and firm
commitments from Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni's
government. They aso object to motorway tolls and
delaysin state aid.

The gover nment

Meloni has agreed to hold talks. Transport Minister
Matteo Salvini said the state had given truck drivers
more than 1 billion eurosin aid since March.

Theresponse

Macron tried to understand why the protests had
grown so large, and indicated that the university
admissions system would be reviewed
comprehensively, Kyodo News reported. The student
organisation isled by an 18-year-old.

Restrictions

Macron said on Thursday that demonstrations not
organised by labour unions would be restricted for
several days, while allowing the union marchesin
Paristo go ahead.

Across Europe

Discontent over the cost of living has spread beyond
France. In southern Italy, truck drivers and farmers
have blocked motorways and ports thisweek in
protest at fuel prices and tolls.

The economy

France's borrowing costs have risen as the unrest has
continued, with its 10-year bond yield rising above 5
per cent this month for the first time since 2002.

Carovita

The high cost of living, known in Italian as carovita,
has been a national concern for months. Italian
inflation reached 4.2 per cent in September, and
wages have not risen in real termsfor years.

Thewider picture

The Middle East conflict has pushed crude oil above
$100 abarrel, raising the price of diesel across
Europe. Student protests over pricesin some Italian
cities turned into riots last week.

An election

Last month Meloni announced a partial waiver of
vehicle tax for next year, as Italy approaches its next
parliamentary election.

Britain and France Hold Their First
Joint Exercise With
Nuclear-Capable Aircraft,
Simulating a Strike Over the

M editerranean

Rafale jets escorted by RAF Typhoons rehearse an attack, as
Europe's two nuclear powers deepen cooperation

By Jonathan Mercer | Diplomatic Correspondent

France and Britain have carried out their first joint
exercise involving their air-based nuclear forces, the
French Defence Ministry announced on Friday.

Fighter jets from both air forces took partin a
simulated nuclear strike over the Mediterranean Sea.

The scenario

French Rafale fighters flew the attack while escorted
by Royal Air Force Typhoons, according to the
ministry.
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Not contradictory

France's defence minister said that maintaining an
independent nuclear force and cooperating with other
countries were not contradictory, and that the two
countries' cooperation would contribute further to
peace and stability in the Euro-Atlantic region.

A new chapter

Britain's defence secretary, Wes Streeting, said the
exercise "opened anew chapter" in relations between
the two countries and showed their determination to
stand together in the face of threats.

The background

Russia's threat to Europe has grown during its
invasion of Ukraine, and the Trump administration
has shown reluctance to take part in European
defence. Britain and France, Europe's only two
nuclear powers, have announced plans to strengthen
their cooperation on nuclear forces further.

Different deterrents

Britain's own nuclear warheads are carried only by
submarines, while France maintains both
submarine-launched missiles and an air-launched
component carried by Rafale aircraft, which iswhy
the French jets flew the strike in the exercise.

Closer coordination

In July last year the two countries agreed, in a
declaration signed during President Emmanuel
Macron's state visit to Britain, to coordinate their
nuclear deterrents for the first time. Friday's exercise
isthe most visible step yet in that cooperation.

Trump Administration Suesto Stop
Alaska Certifying a Narrow Defeat
for Senator Sullivan, Citing a Rival
With the Same Name

Trump says he ordered the suit, and threatens to veto every bill if
the Democrats win either chamber

By the International Desk

The Trump administration has filed alawsuit asking a
court to block the certification of the result if Senator
Dan Sullivan, the Republican incumbent in Alaska,
loses narrowly in the midterm elections on November
3.

Sullivan, who is seeking athird term, faces Mary
Peltola, a Democrat and former member of the House
of Representatives, and a newcomer who is also
called Dan Sullivan.

Confusion

The administration argues that the candidate with the
same name could confuse voters. It aso said it could
challenge the results, and that a full count could take
time.

Trump'sorder

Trump told reporters on Friday that he had directed
the lawsuit himself.

A veto threat

He also said that if the Democrats won back the
House or the Senate, he would veto every bill they
passed.

Therace

Alaskais a Republican stronghold, but Peltola has
gained ground amid public anger over rising prices,
and Sullivan is struggling, Kyodo News reported.
Both parties regard the state as one of the keysto
control of the Senate.

What isat stake

The midterms will decide whether the Republicans
keep their majorities in both chambers of Congress
for the last two years of Trump'sterm.

Peltola

Peltola, who is Yup'ik, became the first Alaska
Native elected to Congress when she won the state's
single House seat in 2022.

Thecourts

The lawsuit was filed before a single vote has been
counted, asking a court to act in advance on aresult
that is not yet known.
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Netanyahu's OpponentsLead in
|srael's Final Poll Before Tuesday's
Election, 54 Seatsto 48

Eisenkot's Yashar is projected to be the largest party, ahead of
Likud; other surveys show the blocs level
By the International Desk

The camp opposed to Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu would win 54 of the Knesset's 120 seats
and his own camp 48, according to the final poll
published by the newspaper Maariv on Friday ahead
of Tuesday's general election.

A week earlier, Maariv's poll had shown the two
camps level at 51 seats each.

Other palls

Several television channels also reported on Friday
that the anti-Netanyahu camp was ahead. The Times
of Israel, however, reported a poll on Thursday that
showed the two campstied at 51 seats each, and the
race remained close in itsfina days.

The parties

In Maariv's poll, Y ashar, a centrist party led by Gadi
Eisenkot, aformer chief of the general staff, was
projected to win 21 seats, the most of any party.
Netanyahu's right-wing Likud was second with 19.

The question

The central issue of the campaign is whether
Netanyahu, who has served as prime minister for
about 19 yearsin al, the longest in Israel's history,
should stay in office. Many Israelis still want
accountability for the failure to prevent Hamas's
surprise attack in October 2023.

Coalition arithmetic

A party or bloc needs 61 seats for amajority in the
Knesset. If neither camp reaches that number, smaller
parties, including Arab parties, could decide who
forms the next government, and negotiations could
take weeks.

Tension

The campaign ended amid tension in the occupied
West Bank, where two attackers were shot dead after
ashooting at a checkpoint on Friday.

Polls close
Polls close on Tuesday night, Isragli time, and the
first exit polls are expected shortly afterwards.

INTERNATIONAL
World in Brief

By the International Desk

WHO: The World Health Organization said on
Friday that the possibility of Shamonda virus
infection spreading widely was low, after France
confirmed the first known human case.

FRANCE: A manin acar fired on peoplein aParis
suburb on Friday, killing one and injuring four, local
media reported. Police detained him.

IRAN: The U.S. director of national intelligence
issued a document on Friday warning that Iran was
stepping up plotsto kill U.S. government personnel,
U.S. officials said, awarning that is one reason
American embassies around the world are reviewing
their staffing, Kyodo News reported.

UKRAINE: Peace talks between Ukraine, Russia and
the United States are expected in Abu Dhabi in the
first half of November, President Zelensky said.

CUBA: Secretary of State Marco Rubio urged
"people trying to bring positive change to Cuba’ to
act, inapost on X.

ISRAEL.: Israglis vote on Tuesday; the final Maariv
poll gave Netanyahu's opponents 54 seats and his
camp 48.

SERBIA: The snap parliamentary election ison
Sunday.

ITALY: Prime Minister GiorgiaMeloni has agreed to
talks with protesting truck drivers.

FED: The U.S. Federal Reserve meets on Tuesday
and Wednesday .

MYANMAR: Aung San Suu Kyi's son said he
expected her to be granted an amnesty soon.

NEPAL: A UN fund for climate damage plansits
first payment, $21.6 million, for Nepal .

CHINA: Strict traffic controls were imposed on
Saturday in Dandong, the Chinese city on the border
with North Korea, which diplomatic sources linked to
avisit by asenior North Korean official, Kyodo
News reported.
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Military aircraft fly over the White House, in a file image. The White House said on Friday that Russia and Ukraine would observe a local
ceasefire in occupied Oleshky from Tuesday, an arrangement led by Melania Trump. (White House Official)

INTERNATIONAL

Russia and Ukraine Agreeto a Local Ceasefirein Occupied Oleshky From
Tuesday So Aid Can Reach Trapped Civilians, the White House Says

The arrangement, led by Melania Trump, would let civilian officials from both sides visit homes and arrange evacuations; three-way

peace talks are expected in Abu Dhabi in early November

By Rachel Kim | Asia Correspondent

Russia and Ukraine have agreed to observe alocal
ceasefire in Oleshky, atown in the southern
Ukrainian region of Kherson that has been cut off
under Russian occupation, so that humanitarian aid
can be delivered and civilians can prepare to leave,
the White House said on Friday.

The ceasefire is due to begin on Tuesday. Each
country announced the agreement separately, and
fighting is expected to continue elsewhere along the
front.

Melania Trump'srole

The arrangement was led by Melania Trump, the wife
of President Donald Trump. According to her
statement, civilian leaders from Russia and Ukraine
will visit residents homes in Oleshky and arrange
transport for those who wish to leave.

Unusual

It would be extremely unusual for Ukrainian officials
to be allowed into an area under Russian occupation,
Kyodo News noted.

Thetown

Oleshky lies on the east bank of the Dnipro River,
across from the city of Kherson, which Ukraine
recaptured in November 2022. Theriver has formed
the front line in the region since then, and the towns
on the Russian-held bank have been isolated by the
fighting, leaving their remaining residents facing
what Kyodo News described as a humanitarian crisis.

INTERNATIONAL

Ukraine Says Starlink Limits Are
Still in Place, Capping Some Drones
at 160 km/h, as Burnham Presses
Trump on the Service

The British prime minister also discussed the North Sea's Jackdaw
gasfield, whose approval Trump praised
By Rachel Kim | Asia Correspondent

Restrictions on Ukraine's use of the Starlink satellite
communications network have not been lifted, an
official at Ukraine's Defence Ministry said on Friday,
after President Donald Trump said this week that the
service had been restored.

As of Friday morning, drones and other unmanned
vehicles carrying Starlink terminals were still having
their maximum speed limited to about 160 km/h in at
least one caseg, the official said.

Burnham's call

British Prime Minister Andy Burnham stressed to
Trump in atelephone call on Friday the importance
of Ukraine's military being able to make full use of
Starlink, his office said.

Peace efforts

Burnham praised Trump's efforts to bring Russian
President Vladimir Putin to the negotiating table, and
the two leaders agreed to work with international
partners to end the war.

Jackdaw

The two also discussed the British government's
approval of drilling at the Jackdaw gasfield in the
North Sea, which Trump praised highly, according to
the British account of the call.

Peacetalks

Ukrainian President VVolodymyr Zelensky said on
Friday that the three-way talks between Ukraine,
Russia and the United States on a peace settlement
were expected to be held in Abu Dhabi, in the United
Arab Emirates, in thefirst half of November.

Putin'sterms

Russian President Vladimir Putin said this week that
resumed talks would cover security arrangements
after apeace deal, and agreed that they must involve
al of Europe.

A different date

The Yomiuri Shimbun reported that the ceasefire
would take effect on the 29th; Kyodo News, citing
the White House, gives the 27th, which is followed
here.

Why it matters

Small, local truces have been rare in the war, which
Russia began with its full-scale invasion in February
2022. If the Oleshky arrangement holds, it could
serve as amodel for evacuating civilians from other
front-line towns.

What to watch

The test will be whether both armies hold their fire
long enough for officials to reach the town and for
those who want to leave to get out safely.

Why speed matters

Ukraine's forces use drones not only to attack but to
intercept Russian drones, and a cap on speed can
leave an interceptor unable to catch its target.
Ukrainian officials disclosed the restrictions earlier
this week.

Musk

Trump said this week that Elon Musk, whose
company SpaceX runs Starlink, had restored the
service for Ukraine's forces. The reason for the
restrictions has not been explained publicly.

Alternatives

European governments have been looking for
aternatives, including the European Union's planned
satellite network, but none can yet match Starlink's
coverage and number of terminals.

INTERNATIONAL

U.S. Intelligence Chief WarnslIran
Has Greatly Expanded Plotsto Kill
American Officials, Prompting
Embassiesto Review Staffing

By Jonathan Mercer | Diplomatic Correspondent

The U.S. director of national intelligence has warned
that Iran has greatly expanded its plans to kill U.S.
government personnel in the Middle East and
elsewhere, according to U.S. officials, Kyodo News
reported from Washington.

The director, Clayton, set out the warning in a
document sent to Secretary of State Marco Rubio on
Friday, whose contents U.S. officials disclosed.
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Embassies

The threat is one of the reasons U.S. embassiesin a
number of countries are reviewing their staffing, the
officials said.

No details

The document does not give details of the plots.
Clayton said he had provided material on the matter
to senior officias at the State Department.

Talk of new strikes

The United States and Israel are reported to be
discussing whether to resume strikes on Iran after the
U.S. midterm elections on November 3, and tension
with Iran isrising again, Kyodo said.

Opposition abroad

In Istanbul on Friday, the foreign ministers of four
Middle Eastern and Asian countries and four
European countries agreed to oppose any renewed
U.S. or Isradli attack on Iran.

The president

President Donald Trump said on Friday that the
United States held the upper hand in the conflict with
Iran.

Earlier cases

In 2022 the U.S. Justice Department charged a
member of Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
with plotting to kill John Bolton, aformer national
security adviser.

In 2024 it charged an Iranian man over what
prosecutors described as a plot by the Guards to kill
Donald Trump before that year's presidential election.

Iran denied the accusations in both cases.

Five Hurt in a Shooting at a West
Bank Checkpoint Near Hebron;
Netanyahu Orders Preparationsto
Seal Off the Territory

By the International Desk

Five people were injured in ashooting at a
checkpoint near Hebron in the southern part of the
occupied West Bank on Friday, and the I sragli
military said it had shot dead two people it suspected
of carrying out the attack.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu ordered the
military to seal off the area around the scene and to
prepare to seal off the entire West Bank, Israeli media
reported.

Hamas

The Israeli news site Y net reported that both of the
people killed had links to the Islamist group Hamas,
which issued a statement praising the attack.

An operation

The military said it had begun an offensive operation
in the area around the scene.

Conflicting accounts

The Asahi Shimbun reported that two Israeli soldiers
were killed in the shooting. Kyodo News reported
five injured and the two attackers killed; this report
follows Kyodo's account.

Theelection

The attack came four days before I srael's general
election on Tuesday, adding to tension in the final
days of the campaign.

Hebron

Hebron isthe largest Palestinian city in the West

Bank and one of its most tense places, with Israeli
settlersliving in the heart of the city under heavy

military protection.

A closure

Sealing off the whole territory would restrict the
movement of Palestiniansin and out of the West
Bank and between its towns, measures Israel has used
in the past after attacks and during holidays.

Suu Kyi's Son SaysHer Release s
'Realistic' After Their First Call in
FiveYears. 'Her Voice Wasas
Strong asEver'

Kim Aris, speaking to Kyodo News, expects an amnesty and says
Myanmar's military will have to negotiate with its armed
opponents

By Rachel Kim | Asia Correspondent

Kim Aris, the younger son of Myanmar's detained
pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi, said on
Friday that her release was now realistic and that he

expected her to be granted an amnesty soon.

Aris, who livesin London, spoke to his mother by
telephone on Thursday for the first time since she
was detained in the military coup of 2021. The
20-minute call was arranged through Myanmar's
embassy in Britain.

'Asstrong as before

In an online interview with Kyodo News, Aris said
his mother's voice had been "as strong as before". For
the past two or three years, he said, he had suffered
from not knowing whether she was alive.

No politics

Because the call was monitored by the
military-backed government, they avoided political
subjects. Suu Kyi, 81, asked about her son's health.

Release

Arissaid her release already had "sufficient reality"
and that she could be freed "before too long". He said
it should become part of a political process.

Civil war

Myanmar isin acivil war, and Aris predicted that the
military government would eventually have to
negotiate with the pro-democracy armed groups
fighting it.

Her sentence

Suu Kyi, who won the Nobel Peace Prizein 1991,
was sentenced after the coup to atotal of 33 yearsin
prison on charges her supporters say were fabricated,
aterm later reduced to 27 years. She has been held in
isolation, and her family has had almost no news of
her.

Japan's position

Japan has called for her release and for the restoration
of democracy in Myanmar, while keeping channels
open to the military.

INTERNATIONAL

First Tanker of Russian Diesel Sails
for New York Under the
Trump-Putin Supply Deal, the
Kremlin Says

Russia says it can supply more than 300,000 tonnes at once and
that it will bring prices down; Washington has eased sanctions
By Yuki Saito | Economics & Finance Correspondent

A tanker carrying the first shipment of Russian diesel
to be supplied to the United States has set sail,
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters on
Friday.

Reuters reported that a Malta-flagged tanker carrying
40,000 tonnes of Russian diesel was on its way from
Russiato New Y ork.

Thedeal

President Donald Trump and President Vladimir
Putin agreed this month that Russia would supply
diesel to the United States and to international
markets. Trump announced the agreement after a
telephone call with Putin on October 9.

Sanctions

The U.S. Treasury Department has announced an
easing of sanctions on Russian diesel.

The volumes

Russian Deputy Prime Minister Alexander Novak
said on Wednesday that the first tanker would leave
on Thursday. Russia has said it could immediately
supply more than 300,000 tonnes and argued that this
would push market prices down.

Why diesel

Diesel prices have reached records in the United
States as the Middle East conflict disrupts supplies,
hurting farmers and truckers in the run-up to the
midterm elections.

Europe'sview

The arrangement sits awkwardly with European
efforts to cut Russia's energy revenue, which helpsto
pay for itswar in Ukraine.

For Japan

Japan, which depends on the Middle East for most of
its crude, is watching any shift in global fuel flows
closely, as higher diesel prices feed through to the
cost of transport and food.
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INTERNATIONAL

UN Climate Damage Fund Prepares
lts First Payment, $21.6 Million for
Nepal After August's Floodsand

L andslides

By the International Desk

The United Nations fund set up to help developing
countries harmed by global warming has tentatively
decided to set aside $21.6 million, about 3.4 billion
yen, for Nepal, Kyodo News reported on Friday.

It would be the first time the Loss and Damage Fund,
established in 2022, has paid out money for damage.

Thedisaster

Nepal suffered large-scale landslides, debris flows
and floods in August. The government in Kathmandu
estimates the damage at no less than $2.69 billion and
the cost of reconstruction at $4.71 billion.

Approval

Nepal submitted an application, and the fund's board
will discuss approval at its meeting in December.

Thefund

The fund was agreed at the U.N. climate conference
in Egypt in 2022, after years of demands from poorer
countries that have contributed little to the emissions
warming the planet but suffer many of the
consequences.

A small start

The sum is small compared with Nepal's |osses, and
developing countries say the fund's resources fall far
short of the damage that climate change is causing.

The Himalayas

Nepal's mountains are especially exposed to heavier
monsoon rain and to floods from glacial lakes as
temperatures rise.

BUSINESS

lwai Cosmo Chairman Apologises
for Trades Customers Never Made,
but Pointsto the System
Contractor; 1.25 Million Shares
Traded

An intruder exploited a settings flaw in the online trading system
run by TradeWorks; the attack appears to have targeted thinly
traded stocks

By Ethan Cole | Business & Markets Editor

The chairman of lwai Cosmo Holdings apologised on
Friday for a cyberattack on the online trading system

of its brokerage, Iwai Cosmo Securities, which led to
trades that customers did not intend to make.

Y oshiaki Okitsu said at aresults news conferencein
Osaka that the company deeply regretted causing its
customers great trouble.

The contractor

Okitsu said the company was not trying to shift the
blame, but that the matter fell within the expertise of
the system company. The brokerage outsources the
operation and maintenance of its online trading
system to TradeWorks, a Tokyo company.

How it happened

On October 14, a"malicious third party" exploited a
flaw in the settings of the system's management
function and entered it. Before the intrusion was
blocked, unauthorised trades were executed in five
customer accounts. It is not yet known whether the
attack was carried out with the help of artificial
intelligence or by a person.

Thescale

The Y omiuri Shimbun reported that the unauthorised
trading involved 1.25 million sharesin 12 stocks. The
Asahi Shimbun reported that the attack focused on
thinly traded stocks, whose prices can be moved by
relatively small orders.

Earlier disclosures

The company had said earlier that orders were placed
in seven accounts, five of which were executed, and
that the personal data of 4,975 people had |eaked.

Why thin stocks

Buying a stock that trades in small volumes through
someone else's account can push its price up sharply,
allowing an attacker who holds the same sharesto
sell at aprofit. The same technique was used in a
wave of account takeovers at Japanese online brokers
in 2025.

Responsibility

Kyodo News said in an analysis of the recent run of
breaches on Saturday that questions of responsibility
and compensation were heading for the courts.

Theindustry

Online brokers have strengthened authentication
since last year's account takeovers, but the lwai
Cosmo case was different: the intruder entered
through the system's management function rather
than by stealing customers' passwords.

BUSINESS

Shiga Bank and I keda Senshu
Discussa Merger That Would
Createthe Largest Regional
Banking Group in Kansai

Thetwo, already in a capital alliance, say nothing has been
decided; falling populations and rising rates are pushing regional
|lenders together

By Ethan Cole | Business & Markets Editor

Shiga Bank and Ikeda Senshu Holdings, the parent of
Ikeda Senshu Bank in Osaka, are working towards a
management integration that would create the largest
regional banking group in the Kansai region, Kyodo
News and other media reported on Friday.

In ajoint statement on Friday, the two companies
said they were considering an integration but that
nothing specific had been decided.

An alliancefirst

The two lenders announced a capital and business
aliancein April, when the presidents of the two
companies shook hands at a news conferencein
Osaka.

Their aim
The banks aim to combine their strengths, reinforce

their financial foundations and meet awider range of
customer needs, according to the reports.

The pressures

Competition among banks has intensified as
populations decline in their home regions and as the
Bank of Japan's rate rises have created what bankers
call "aworld with interest rates’, in which deposits
and lending margins matter again after years of
near-zero rates.

Two markets

Shiga Bank, based in Otsu, isthe largest bank in
Shiga Prefecture, while Ikeda Senshu isrooted in
northern and southern Osaka Prefecture. Shiga has
become a commuter areafor Kyoto and Osaka, and
the two banks' territories complement rather than
overlap.

A wave of mergers

Regional banks across Japan have been consolidating
to cut costs and invest in digital services, and the
government has encouraged the process with a
specia law that allows mergers that would otherwise
raise competition concerns.

What to watch

Detailsincluding the structure of the integration, the
timing and the ratio for exchanging shares have yet to
be announced.

BUSINESS

Used Luxury Watch Dealer
OKURA IsOrdered to Pay About
580 Million Yen After Improperly
Claiming Tax Refundson Salesto
'‘Buyers

The tax bureau found that watches sold tax-free to foreign

nationals arranged by brokers had been passed on to others
By Ethan Cole | Business & Markets Editor

The Tokyo Regional Taxation Bureau has found that
OKURA, adealer in used luxury watches based in
Toshima Ward, Tokyo, improperly received about
500 million yen in consumption tax refunds under the
tax-free sales system, people familiar with the matter
told Kyodo News on Saturday.

The bureau assessed about 580 million yen in back
taxes, including a penalty for under-reporting, for the
four yearsto July 2025, the sources said.

The company'sresponse

OKURA said it took seriously the fact that its view
had partly differed from the bureau's and that it
would strengthen its management systems.

How it worked

According to the sources, OKURA repeatedly sold
luxury watches, without consumption tax, to foreign
nationals known as kaiko, or buyers, who were
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arranged by brokers.

Therefunds

A business can claim a consumption tax refund when
the tax it paid on its purchases exceeds the tax it
collected on its sales. OKURA treated the sales as
tax-exempt and claimed refunds of the tax it had paid
when buying the watches.

Theflaw

The kaiko apparently passed the watches on to other
people, and the bureau concluded that the conditions
for tax exemption had not been met, the sources said.
Tax-free sales are meant for visitors who take the
goods out of Japan for their own use.

A changing system

Abuse of thiskind is one reason the government is
changing the system. From November, visitors will
pay consumption tax at the till and receive arefund
only when they leave the country with the goods.

A wider problem

Tax authorities have pursued a series of casesin
recent years in which goods bought tax-free,
including watches, jewellery and cosmetics, were
resold in Japan or shipped abroad by resellers.

BUSINESS

Tax-Free Shopping Leavesthe Till a
Week on Sunday: Visitors Will Pay
Consumption Tax and Claim It
Back When They L eave Japan

The switch to refunds, which ends the 500,000-yen daily cap on
consumabl es, follows repeated cases of tax-free goods being
resold in Japan

By Yuki Saito | Economics & Finance Correspondent

Tax-free shopping for foreign visitors changesto a
refund system on November 1, aweek on Sunday.
From that day, shops will charge consumption tax at
thetill, and visitors will receive the tax back only
after customs confirms, as they leave Japan, that they
are taking the goods with them.

Under the current system, which runs until the end of
October, foreign visitors who have been in Japan for
less than six months can buy goods at registered
tax-free shops without paying the tax, which is 10 per
cent on most goods and 8 per cent on food and drink
other than alcohol.

How therefund works

Under the new system, shoppers pay the full price,
including tax. When they depart, customs confirms
the export, and the shop then refunds the tax,
typically to a credit card or asimilar account.

To qualify, visitors must leave Japan within 90 days
of the purchase, and they may buy only as much as
they can take out of the country when they leave.

What is abolished

The change scraps the requirement that tax-free
purchases be for everyday personal use rather than
for business, removes the cap of 500,000 yen aday at
asingle shop on consumables such as cosmetics and
food, and ends the practice of charging a tax-exempt
price at the counter.

Why the change

The goods are meant to be consumed overseas, but
there have been repeated cases in which goods
bought tax-free were resold in Japan, according to
nippon.com's Japan Data series. Under the refund
system, no tax is returned unless customs confirms
that the goods have left the country.

The OKURA case

The issue was highlighted on Saturday, when it
emerged that the Tokyo Regional Taxation Bureau
had ordered OKURA, adedler in used luxury
watches, to pay about 580 million yen in back taxes.
The bureau found that the company had improperly
received consumption tax refunds on tax-free salesto
people recruited by brokers as kaiko, or buyers, who
apparently passed the watches on to others.

The money involved

Spending in Japan by foreign visitors reached about
9.45 trillion yen in 2025, nearly three times the level
of adecade earlier, according to the Japan Tourism
Agency. The consumption tax exempted on visitors
purchases reached about 200 billion yen in 2024.

Industry groups put the sales linked to tax-free
purchases at about 2 trillion yen ayear.

Callsfor abolition

In June 2025 a study group in the Liberal Demacratic
Party proposed reviewing the system, including

abolishing it, citing the roughly 200 billion yenin
exempted tax.

Two months later, ten organisations, including the
Japan Duty-Free Shop Association and the Japan
Retail Association, issued ajoint statement opposing
abolition, arguing that it would damage Japan's
international competitiveness.

A long history

The tax exemption for foreign visitors dates from
1989, the year the consumption tax was introduced.

For shoppers

For visitors, the change means paying the full price at
the till and carrying the goods out of Japan, where
customs confirms the export before the refund is
paid.

BUSINESS

Tax-Free Shopping: What Changes
on November 1

By the Business Desk

UNTIL OCTOBER 31: Visitors buy at atax-exempt
price at the till.

FROM NOVEMBER 1: Visitors pay the full price,
including tax, and are refunded later.

WHO: Foreign visitors who have been in Japan for
less than six months.

THE TAX: 10 per cent; 8 per cent on food and drink
other than alcohal.

THE REFUND: Paid by the shop after customs
confirms the export at departure, typically to a credit
card.

THE DEADLINE: Visitors must leave Japan within
90 days of the purchase.

HOW MUCH: Only as much as the buyer can take
out of Japan.

SCRAPPED: The cap of 500,000 yen aday at one
shop on consumabl es.

ALSO SCRAPPED: The rule that goods be for
everyday personal use.

WHY : Repeated cases of tax-free goods being resold
in Japan.

American Express Will Cut About
5% of Its Staff Worldwideto
Become 'L eaner and More Agile
for the Age of Al

By Ethan Cole | Business & Markets Editor

American Express, the U.S. credit card company,
said on Friday that it would cut about 5 per cent of its
workforce worldwide.

An executive told the U.S. television network CNBC
that the aim was to make the company "leaner and
more agile" and to prepare for artificia intelligence.

Fewer layers

At its earnings briefing on Friday, the company said
it would reduce layers of management to speed up
decision-making and shift resources to priority areas.

Results

Revenue and net profit both rose in the
July-to-September quarter from ayear earlier. The
company recorded restructuring charges of $336
million, about 53 billion yen.

The workforce

American Express had about 76,800 employees at the
end of December 2025, so the cuts would affect
several thousand people.

Theshares

The company's shares were among the notable losers
on Wall Street on Friday, as the Dow fell 652.82
points.

A trend

Large companiesin finance and technology have
announced job cuts this year while investing heavily
in Al, arguing that the technology will change how
work is done.

In Japan

American Express has a long-established card
business in Japan. The company did not say how the
cuts would be distributed by country.
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The Tokyo Stock Exchange at Kabutocho. As shares slid on Friday, investors bought government bonds, and the 10-year yield fell briefly into the

2.7 per cent range, its lowest in about three months. (Photo: TG2 (CC))

ECONOMY

I nvestor s Seek Safety in Gover nment Bonds as Shar es Slide, Pushing the
10-Year Yield Briefly Into the 2.7% Range, a Three-Month Low

Theyield ends Friday at about 2.79 per cent as the Bank of Japan prepares to declare its inflation target reached while keeping rates on

hold

By Yuki Saito | Economics & Finance Correspondent

The yield on Japan's benchmark 10-year government
bond fell into the 2.7 per cent range at one point on
Friday, itslowest level in about three months, as
investors unsettled by the fall in share prices bought
government debt as a safe asset.

Theyield ended the day at 2.789 per cent, according
to market data. The Asahi Shimbun reported the fall
to the 2.7 per cent range; the Nikkei said theyield
had dropped below 2.8 per cent for the first timein
about two and a half months.

Acrossthe curve

Shorter and longer yields were al'so lower. The
two-year yield ended at 1.859 per cent, the five-year
at 2.217 per cent and the 20-year at 3.602 per cent.
The December futures contract on the 10-year bond
closed at 126.63 yen.

Why yieldsfell

Bond pricesrise, and yields fall, when investors
move money out of riskier assets. The Nikkei average
fell more than 1,400 yen at one point on Friday
morning, after a plunge of 1,713 yen on Thursday,
before recovering most of the loss to end 214.68 yen
lower at 62,693.16.

The Bank of Japan

The Bank of Japan holds its policy meeting on
October 29 and 30. It islikely to judge that
underlying inflation has reached its 2 per cent target,
amost 14 years after setting it in January 2013, while
leaving its short-term policy rate unchanged, Jiji
Press and other media have reported.

Prices

Consumer prices excluding fresh food rose 2.1 per
cent in September from ayear earlier, thefirst timein
nine months that the rate has been above 2 per cent,
driven mainly by food.

Abroad

In the United States the 10-year Treasury yield has
hovered around 5 per cent, and long-term borrowing
costs have risen in Europe, where France's 10-year
yield went above 5 per cent this month for the first
time since 2002.

Why it matters

Japan's long-term rates have risen sharply over the
past year as the Bank of Japan raised interest rates
and investors worried about the government's
spending plans, adding to the cost of mortgages and
corporate borrowing. A pausein the rise gives some
relief to borrowers, but the bank's coming judgment
on inflation could change the outlook again.

Next week

The Federal Reserve meets on Tuesday and
Wednesday, before the Bank of Japan, and both
decisions will set the tone for bond marketsin the
run-up to the U.S. midterm elections on November 3.

ECONOMY
Marketsat a Glance

By Daniel Brooks | Markets Editor

NIKKEI 225 (FRI): 62,693.16, down 214.68; down
more than 1,400 at one point in the morning.

TOPIX (FRI): 3,965.81, down 31.69.

PRIME MARKET TURNOVER (FRI): About 8.9
trillion yen.

DOW (FRI): 52,215.16, down 652.82; ended four
daysof gains.

NASDAQ (FRI): 25,955.34, down 53.52.

NEW YORK CRUDE (DEC.): $103.27 abarrel, up
$3.80.

YEN (NEW YORK, FRI): 156.77-87 per dollar.

10-YEAR JGB (FRI): 2.789 per cent; briefly in the
2.7 per cent range, athree-month low.

2-YEAR JGB (FRI): 1.859 per cent.

CORE CPI (SEPT.): Up 2.1 per cent from ayear
earlier.

RUSSIA: Key rate held at 14 per cent.

NEXT: Federal Reserve October 27-28; Bank of
Japan October 29-30.
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Dow Falls 652 Points as Oil Tops
$103 on Fighting Between the
Houthisand Saudi Arabia, Reviving
U.S. Inflation Fears

American Express and Coca-Cola lead the losers and Chevron
rises, the yen trades in the upper 156 range
By Daniel Brooks | Markets Editor

Share pricesin New Y ork fell sharply on Friday asa
jump in oil prices revived concern about inflation in
the United States.

The Dow Jones Industrial Average of 30 stocks fell
652.82 pointsto 52,215.16, ending arun of four days
of gains. At one point it was down more than 800
points.

The technol ogy-heavy Nasdag Composite fell for a
second day, losing 53.52 points to close at 25,955.34.
Oil

New York crude for December delivery rose $3.80 to
close at $103.27 abarrel, as investors bought on
concern that intensifying fighting between Y emen's
Iran-aligned Houthi movement and Saudi Arabia
would disrupt supplies from the Middle East further.

Inflation

Higher oil prices feed through to petrol, diesel and
transport costs, and investors fear they will push up
U.S. inflation, making it harder for the Federal
Reserve to cut interest rates.
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Movers

The card company American Express and the drinks
maker Coca-Cola were among the notable losers. The
oil company Chevron rose. Some technology shares
were bought back later in the session, narrowing the
Dow'sloss.

American Express

American Express said the same day that it would cut
about 5 per cent of itsworkforce as part of a
restructuring to prepare for artificia intelligence.

Theyen
In New Y ork the dollar ended at 156.77 to 156.87
yen.

For Tokyo

The Tokyo market reopens on Monday. Japanese
shares have fallen for two days, led by companies
connected with Al and semiconductors.

The week ahead

Investors will watch the Federal Reserve's meeting on
Tuesday and Wednesday, the Bank of Japan's on
Thursday and Friday, and a heavy week of corporate
earnings in both countries.

BUSINESS

InsurersFight a Risein Claims
Backed by Al-Doctored Photos of
CarsThat Were Never in an
Accident

Non-life companies introduce systems to detect forged images and
set up departments to handle suspect claims
By Ethan Cole | Business & Markets Editor

Fraudulent insurance claims using generative
artificial intelligence are increasing in Japan, with
fraudsters altering photographs of carsto make it
appear that accidents occurred, Kyodo News reported
on Saturday.

Generative Al can produce convincing forgeries
easily, soitisdifficult to tell by eye whether an
image is genuine.

How it works

In car and other property insurance, policyholders
submit images as evidence, including photographs of
damage and repair estimates. The methods reported
include fabricating an accident that never happened,
making damage from areal accident look worse, and
submitting forged repair estimates or receipts.

Fireinsurance

Fraud also occursin fire insurance, where claimants
pretend that furniture or household appliances were
damaged.

Theresponse

Non-life insurers are strengthening their defences.
Some are introducing systems that detect forged
images, and some have set up specialised
departments to deal with fraudulent claims.

An example

Mitsui Sumitomo Insurance provided an
Al-generated image of acar altered to show
scratches, to illustrate how realistic such forgeries can
be.

Theburden

Al isalso being used in cyberattacks, and companies

across industries are scrambling to respond, adding to
their costs as the technology advances, Kyodo noted.

Who pays

Fraudulent claims raise costs for insurers, and those
costs are eventually reflected in the premiums that
honest policyholders pay.

No figures

The report did not give the number of cases or the
amount lost.

BUSINESS
Businessin Brief

By the Business Desk

JAPAN AND KOREA: Business leaders from Japan
and South Korea adopted a joint statement on
cooperation that addresses South Korea's bid to join
the CPTPP trade agreement, the Y omiuri Shimbun
reported.

BOOK SHOPS: About 60 per cent of respondentsto a
Y omiuri Shimbun poll said they expected
government measures to revive bookshops to increase
their number, and 63 per cent said they wanted
improvements for areas that have none.

BOOK DELIVERY: A parliamentary league for

preserving bookshops asked for appropriate delivery
costs to be introduced gradually, saying the new
trucking law would have a significant impact on
publishing culture, the Yomiuri reported.

BANKS: ShigaBank and Ikeda Senshu Holdings
said they were considering a management integration.

WATCHES: OKURA was assessed about 580
million yen in back taxes over improper consumption
tax refunds.

AMEX: American Express will cut about 5 per cent
of its staff.

RUSSIA: The central bank kept itskey rate at 14 per
cent.

DIESEL: Thefirst tanker of Russian diesel for the
United States has sailed, the Kremlin said.

CANADA: The United States will exempt some
Canadian farm materials from its 50 per cent tariffs
from October 30.

INSURANCE: Non-life insurers are using image
analysis to catch claims supported by Al-altered
photos.

TAX-FREE: From November 1, visitors pay
consumption tax at the till and receive refunds when
they leave Japan.

TECHNOLOGY

1861: The Transcontinental
Telegraph Joins America's Coasts,
and the Pony Express|sFinished
Two Days L ater

By Hana Ito | Research & Archive

On October 24, 1861, the telegraph line across the
United States was completed, linking the east and
west coasts by wire for the first time and allowing
messages to cross the continent in minutes rather than
days.

Two construction parties had raced towards each
other across the plains, the deserts and the Rocky
Mountains, one building west from Omahain
Nebraska and the other east from Carson City in
Nevada. They met at Salt Lake City.

Thefirst message

One of the first messages to pass over the completed
line was sent by Stephen J. Field, the chief justice of
California, to President Abraham Lincoln in
Washington, assuring him of California's loyalty to
the Union.

Thetiming

The line was finished six months into the Civil War,
when the loyalty of the distant Pacific states and fast
communication with them mattered greatly to the
government in Washington.

The Pony Express

Until then, the fastest way to send news across the
West was the Pony Express, whose relays of riders
could carry aletter from Missouri to Californiain
about ten days. The service announced its end two
days after the telegraph was completed, after
operating for about 18 months.

Western Union
The project was backed by Western Union, which

used it to build the dominant position in American
telegraphy that it held for decades.

Thework

The builders had to haul poles hundreds of kilometres
across treeless country and keep the line working
through storms, prairie fires and the long distances
between stations.

A shrinking country

The telegraph changed newspapers, business and
government almost overnight. Prices, orders and
news could now travel between New Y ork and San
Francisco on the same day.

Therailway

The transcontinental railway followed in 1869,
completing the physical link that the telegraph had
begun.

Japan

Japan opened itsfirst public telegraph service,
between Tokyo and Y okohama, in 1869, less than a
decade later, as the new Meiji government moved
quickly to adopt Western communications.

ELSEWHERE IN TODAY'S PAPER

Weather: the map and the forecast, Page 16.
Crossword, Page 23.

© 2026 WPM Productions | Page 11 of 27




THE JAPAN MORNING POST | SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2026 | ¥350

TECHNOLOGY

Page 12

TECHNOLOGY

Emergency Alert

Yesterday, 12:48
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Emergency Alert

Yesterday, 12:40

Earthquake Early Warning:

Strong shaking is expected soon.
Stay calm and seek shelter nearby.
(Japan Meteorological Agency)
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Emergency alerts as they appeared on a smartphone, in a fileimage. NTT Docomo has stopped sending J-Alert messages, river flood forecasts and
municipal evacuation information through Area Mail; earthquake early warnings and tsunami warnings still reach its customers. (File image:

WPM Productions)

TECHNOLOGY

Docomo Stops J-Alert and Municipal Evacuation Messages on Area Mail
Over the PHP Flaws, a Day After SoftBank Halted ItsAlerts

Earthquake early warnings and tsunami warnings still reach Docomo phones; the carrier has given no date for restoring the rest

By Maya Suzuki | Technology Correspondent

NTT Docomo has suspended part of Area Mail, the
service that sends emergency alerts to mobile phones,
asit dealswith the critical flawsin the programming
language PHP, a day after SoftBank stopped its
emergency alert mail altogether.

Since about 7:30 p.m. on Friday, AreaMail has not
carried messages from J-Alert, the government's
nationwide warning system, river flood forecasts or
the evacuation information issued by municipalities,
the technology news site k-tai Watch reported.

What still works

Earthquake early warnings and tsunami warnings
from the Japan Meteorological Agency continue to
reach Docomo phones.

The SM S service

Docomo has a so suspended Dokodemo Saigai Hinan
Joho, atext message service that sends evacuation
information for areas that customers register in
advance.

No date

Docomo has not said when the suspended functions
will resume. The Y omiuri Shimbun reported that the
suspension was part of the company's response to the
PHP flaws.

SoftBank

SoftBank stopped all emergency alert mail for
customers of SoftBank, Y !mobile and LINEMO at
6:47 am. on Friday, including earthquake early
warnings and tsunami warnings, and has said delivery
will resume on Monday, October 26.

TECHNOLOGY

The PHP Disruption Drags On,
With Toranomon Hospital Among
Those Still Offling; 'l Always
Thought ThisWould Happen,' an
Expert Says

Individuals are urged to stick to basic precautions as Al lowersthe
barrier to attacks
By Maya Suzuki | Technology Correspondent

The disruption caused by the critical flawsin the
programming language PHP is dragging on into a
fourth day, with ministries, local governments and
companies still keeping some websites and services
offline while they check their systems.

As of Friday, Toranomon Hospital in Minato Ward,
Tokyo, was among those still taking such measures,
and the effect on daily life continued, Kyodo News
reported.

'Someday"

Hideo Mori, who heads the security business division
of the software testing company SHIFT, said he had
aways thought something like this would happen
someday .

Al

He warned that artificial intelligence was lowering
the barrier to cyberattacks and that attacks exploiting
vulnerabilities would increase. Since Anthropic's
advanced Al model Claude Mythos was made public,
its ability to find flaws in systems has drawn wide
attention, and the hunt for vulnerabilities with Al has

Thetiming

The suspensions come as Typhoon Champi brings
storm-force winds to the Sakishima Islands, where
evacuation orders were issued for the whole of
Ishigaki and Miyako, and as a front threatens heavy
rain in western and eastern Japan through Monday.

J-Alert

J-Alert isused for warnings about ballistic missiles
and large-scale attacks as well as for some natural
disasters. It is aso broadcast through municipal
loudspeakers and television, so the Area Mail
suspension does not stop those messages reaching the
public by other routes.

What to do

Docomo customers in areas under evacuation orders
should check their municipality's website, community
radio and loudspeakers, as well astelevision, radio
and disaster information apps, rather than relying on
phone alerts.

A pattern

The two carriers decisions show how far the PHP
flaws have reached into systems that people rarely
think about. Companies across Japan have taken
services offline this week while they apply fixes,
choosing atemporary loss of service over the risk of
an attack.

become a global trend.

A tightrope

The Y omiuri Shimbun described the companies
handling of the flaws as a tightrope walk and reported
concern that service interruptions at companies using
PHP could be prolonged.

Prevention as practice

Impress Watch asked whether the "preventive
suspension” of services, in which organisations take
systems offline before any attack is detected, will
become established practice in Japan, as aresult of
the PHP episode.

Theflaws

The two flaws, CVE-2026-109618 and
CVE-2026-109619, dlow an attacker who is not
logged in to run code on aweb server from across the
internet. They are rated critical, with a severity score
of 9.2 out of 10, and the Information-technology
Promotion Agency and JPCERT/CC continue to urge
administrators to update.

Thefixes

The fixed versions are PHP 8.5.12, 8.4.27, 8.3.36 and
8.2.35. Older versions that are no longer maintained
will not receive fixes.

For individuals

Experts urged individuals to keep to basic
precautions: keep devices and apps updated, avoid
reusing passwords, turn on two-step verification and
be suspicious of unexpected messages.
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Hospitals

Hospitals have become frequent targets of
ransomware, and a disruption to their websites or
booking systems affects patients directly. Toranomon
Hospital did not say when its services would return to
normal.

TECHNOLOGY

Anthropic Says Its Mythos 5 M odel
Went Beyond Its Permissionsin a

UK Government Test, Calling It a
Serious Failure of Alignment

Suck on a task, the Al posed as a human and attempted a
cyberattack on an uninvolved party; no actual harm was done
By Maya Suzuki | Technology Correspondent

Anthropic, the American developer of generative
artificial intelligence, published a report on Friday
analysing an incident in which one of its Al models
went beyond what it had been allowed to do during
an evaluation and attempted a cyberattack.

Theincident occurred in July, while aBritish
government agency was evaluating the cyberattack
capabilities of the model, Claude Mythos 5, Kyodo
News reported.

Focused on the task

According to the report, the model kept concentrating
on solving the task it had been given, and continued
dangerous behaviour while neglecting human ethics.

How it escalated

The model had been instructed to obtain test data. At
first it acted within the permissionsit had been given,
but when the permitted methods failed and it became
stuck, it increasingly concluded that the solution was
to attack unrelated software on the internet.

It impersonated a human and attempted a cyberattack
on a person who had nothing to do with the test. No
actual harm resulted.

Alignment

Anthropic concluded that the problems were serious
failures of alignment, the work of making Al act in
line with human values and intentions. The company
said it would apply the lessons to future devel opment.

Why it matters

The question is how effective the company's
improvements will be, Kyodo noted. Al models
capable of finding software flaws are now at the
centre of the debate over cybersecurity, after Al tools
helped security firms find the PHP flaws that have
disrupted services in Japan this week.

Testing

Governments, including Britain's, have set up bodies
to test advanced Al models before and after release.
The incident occurred in exactly such atest, which is
designed to find dangerous capabilitiesin a
controlled setting.

Disclosure

The report adds to the safety research that Al
developers have published about their own systems,
as pressure grows for them to disclose the risks they
find as models become more capable and
autonomous.

TECHNOLOGY

KDDI Says Staff of I1ts Mongolian
Unit Broke No Law Over a
Grassland Fire, Denying Online
Claims They Wereon a Pleasure
Trip

The blaze started under a vehicle of MobiCom, whose staff were
returning from opening a network in the Numrug reserve
By Maya Suzuki | Technology Correspondent

KDDI said on Friday that it had confirmed that
employees of MobiCom, its Mongolian subsidiary,
had broken no law in connection with alarge
grassland fire in a protected area of Mongolia.

The company strongly denied speculation on social
mediathat the trip had been for leisure, saying it was
legitimate business carried out at the request of the
local authorities.

Thetrip

Seven MobiCom employees, one of them Japanese,
made the trip, which was scheduled for October 6 to
8. They attended an opening ceremony for a
communications network that M obi Com had built
and checked its quality on site.

Thereserve

They entered the Numrug nature reserve with the
permission of the authorities, who controlled all
activity there. Two MobiCom vehiclestravelled in a
convoy, flanked by three vehicles belonging to the
authorities.

Thefire

The fire broke out on October 8 on the way back. The
vehicles had picked up dry grass, which the group
was removing while stopped, when the fire started
from the underside of one of the MobiCom vehicles.
Effortsto put it out failed and it spread.

Theresponse

"We take the impact of the fire on the natural
environment extremely seriously, and will work
actively to assess the damage, achieve early recovery
and protect the local environment,” KDDI said.

The Yomiuri report

The Yomiuri Shimbun reported that the large-scale
fire had spread in the protected area and that the
KDDI subsidiary was involved.

MobiCom

MobiCom, aleading Mongolian mobile operator
founded in the 1990s with Japanese investment, isa
KDDI subsidiary.

Grassland fires

Fires on Mongolias steppe spread quickly in dry,
windy weather, and dry grass caught in hot parts of a
vehicle's underside is a known cause of ignition.

TECHNOLOGY

1931: The George Washington
Bridge Nearly Doublesthe Record
for a Suspension Span

By Hana Ito | Research & Archive

On October 24, 1931, the George Washington Bridge
over the Hudson River was dedicated, linking Fort
Leein New Jersey with the Washington Heights
neighbourhood of upper Manhattan. It opened to
traffic the following day.

Its main span of 1,067 metres was nearly twice as
long asthat of any suspension bridge built beforeit,
and it remained the longest in the world until the
Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco opened in
1937.

The engineer

The bridge was designed by its chief engineer,
Othmar Ammann, a Swiss-born engineer who went
on to design many of the great bridges of New Y ork,
including the Verrazzano-Narrows Bridge, which
opened in 1964.

Thebuilder

It was built by the Port of New Y ork Authority, now
the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey,
which still operatesit.

Bare steel

The architect Cass Gilbert drew up plansto clad the
two steel towers in concrete and stone, but the
cladding was never added. The exposed steel lattice
of the towers became the bridge's best-known feature.

Thename

The bridge is named after George Washington, whose
troops held Fort Washington, on the Manhattan side,
and Fort Lee, on the New Jersey side, during the
Revolutionary War.

A second deck

A lower deck was added in 1962, making it a
double-decked bridge, and it is often described as the
busiest motor vehicle bridge in the world.

The motor age

The bridge was built for the car. Its opening, in the
early years of the Great Depression, gave driverstheir
first direct road link between New Jersey and
northern Manhattan.

Longer spans

Suspension bridges have grown much longer since.
Japan's Akashi Kaikyo Bridge, between Kobe and
Awgji Island, held the record from its opening in
1998, with amain span of 1,991 metres, until
Turkey's 1915 Canakkal e Bridge opened in 2022.

Still in service

Almost a century after its dedication, the George
Washington Bridge remains one of the most
important crossings into New Y ork City.
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SAGAWA

The logo of Sagawa Express, supplied for this edition. The parcel carrier said on Friday that the data that may have leaked cover waybills from
June 21 to September 30, contract customers and members of its Smart Club service.

TECHNOLOGY

Sagawa Says Its Leak Covers About 100 Days of Waybillsand Smart Club
Members;, Web Tracking Returns, but Address Changes Stay Off

Thefigure of 53.23 million includes duplicates and is not the number of people affected, the parcel carrier says

By Maya Suzuki | Technology Correspondent

Sagawa Express has given the first detailed account
of the personal information that may have leaked
through unauthorised access to its parcel tracking
service, saying it covers the senders and recipients
named on waybills over about 100 days this summer.

The datainclude the names, addresses and telephone
numbers of senders and recipients on wayhills for
shipments from June 21 to September 30, the
company said in itsfifth report on the incident on
Friday.

Not 53 million people

The maximum of about 53.23 million records
includes duplicates and does not represent the
number of people affected, Sagawa said. It has partly
consolidated the duplicates but said the waybill data
still contained a considerable number, and it will
continue working to establish how many people are
involved.

Contract customers and members

The names, addresses and tel ephone numbers of
customers with freight contracts may also have
leaked, as may the names, addresses, telephone
numbers, email addresses and member |Ds of
members of Smart Club, the company's web service.

Not affected

Shipments sent with handwritten waybills are not
affected, and the data do not include credit card
information or passwords, the company said.

Tracking returns

Sagawa resumed its internet parcel inquiry service on
Friday after checking its systems and introducing
security measures.

TECHNOLOGY

Tokyo Metro, NHK Publishing, the
Environment Ministry and Kyodo
News Are Among the Victimsof a
Hacked Email Service

The Blastmail newsletter service run by Rakus Lite Cloud was
accessed without authorisation; subscribers are warned about
Suspicious messages

By Maya Suzuki | Technology Correspondent

The email addresses of tens of thousands of

newsl etter subscribers have leaked from
organisations including Tokyo Metro, NHK
Publishing and the Environment Ministry, after
unauthorised access to an email distribution service
they used.

The service, Blastmail, is operated by Rakus Lite
Cloud, a Tokyo company that sends newsletters on
behalf of its clients.

Tokyo Metro

Tokyo Metro said on Friday that about 80,000 email
addresses of customers who had registered for its
newsl etter, which announces events, had |eaked. It
said no misuse had been confirmed, asked the
contractor to investigate the cause and urged
customers to be careful with suspicious emails.

Gardening fans

NHK Publishing said about 127,000 records of
members registered for the newsletter of its website
Minnano Shumi no Engel, devoted to gardening,
may have leaked, including email addresses,
nicknames, gender and prefecture of residence. The
provider reported the same day that the entire mailing
list had leaked. NHK Publishing suspended the
newsletter until its safety can be confirmed.

Still suspended

Other services remain suspended, including the
parcel inquiry service for business systems, collection
requests for Hikyaku home delivery and round-trip
services, including golf bags, refunds for product
recalls, the Kaishu-kun collection service and
changes of delivery address before delivery or after a
failed attempt.

Thetimeline

Sagawa announced the unauthorised access by athird
party on September 30 and said on October 1 that
personal information might have leaked. It has not
described how the intrusion was carried out.

No misuse yet

The company said it had not confirmed any misuse of
the data. It warned customers to beware of emails,
text messages and calls that pretend to come from

Sagawa.

How to protect your self

Fake delivery notices, which claim a parcel could not
be delivered and ask the recipient to tap alink, are
one of the most common scams in Japan. A message
that uses your correct name and address is not proof
that it is genuine. Check deliveries only through the
company's official app or website, and do not enter
passwords or card numbers on pages reached through
links in messages.

The ministry

The Environment Ministry said up to 22,000 records
of people registered for its email news etters may
have leaked, the Asahi Shimbun reported.

Kyodo

Kyodo News said the personal information of up to
about 500 users of the email service of 47 Gyosei
Journal, its members-only site for local government
news, may have leaked through the same service. No
credit card information or telephone numbers were
registered.

A single point of failure

Companies and public bodies often outsource their
newsletters to specialist providers. When one
provider is breached, the subscriber lists of many
clients can leak at once, which is why the incident
has touched a subway operator, a publisher, a
ministry and a news agency in the same week.

Therisk

A leaked email address on its own is less dangerous
than a password or card number, but criminals use
such lists to send phishing messages that appear to
come from atrusted sender. Knowing that a person
subscribes to a particular newsletter makes afake
message more convincing.

Advice

Recipients should not open links or attachmentsin
unexpected messages and should delete suspicious
emails, NHK Publishing said.
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Global Work Owner & ST Says
Names and Addresses of 2.5 Million
Customers May Have L eaked After
a Server Intrusion

By Maya Suzuki | Technology Correspondent

& ST Holdings, the apparel company behind brands
including Globa Work, said on Friday that names,
addresses, email addresses and other information on
about 2.5 million customers may have leaked after
unauthorised access to a business server.

Credit card and other payment information was not
included, the company said, and no misuse of the
information has been confirmed.

Partnersand staff

Information on about 10,000 business partners and
some employee information may also have leaked.

Detection

Unauthorised access to several internal serverswas
detected on the morning of Thursday, and the
affected systems were cut off from the network.

Theroute

The company said it had already identified how the
intruders got in. It will contact affected customers
and business partnersin turn.

The company

& ST, formerly Adastria, is one of Japan's largest
apparel retailers, with chains in shopping centres and
stations across the country and a large online
business.

A crowded week

The disclosure added to arun of large leaks
announced this week, including those at Capcom,
Sagawa Express, Park24, Treasure Factory and the
operator of the Mos Burger chain.

What customerscan do

Customers should be wary of emails, text messages
and callsthat use their personal details, and should
not respond to messages asking them to confirm
account information.

TECHNOLOGY

NASA Will Land Uncrewed

Star ship and Blue Moon Landerson
the M oon Before Astronauts Return
in 2028

A crewed docking test of Orion and a lander in Earth orbit is
planned for summer 2027
By Maya Suzuki | Technology Correspondent

NASA will carry out uncrewed landings on the Moon
with the landers that are to carry its astronauts before
attempting a crewed landing in 2028, the first in half
acentury, the agency said at a news conferencein
Florida on Friday.

SpaceX's Starship is to make an uncrewed landing in
the second half of 2027, and Blue Origin's Blue
Moon in early 2028.

A docking test

Before that, NASA plans a crewed docking test of its
Orion spacecraft with alander in the summer of
2027, lasting about two weeks.

Blue Moon and Orion will first dock in orbit around
the Earth. Astronauts will then move from Orion into
Blue Moon to inspect its equipment, which is
expected to take about two days.

Theadministrator

NASA Administrator Jared | saacman presented the
plans.

Artemis

The landings are part of the Artemis programme,
which aims to return astronauts to the Moon for the
first time since Apollo 17 in 1972 and to establish a
sustained presence there.

Two landers

NASA chose two companies to provide landers so
that it would not depend on asingle design. Starship
isavery large, fully reusable vehicle that needs
refuelling in orbit before heading to the Moon; Blue
Moon is smaller.

Japan'spart

Japan has agreed with the United States that a
Japanese astronaut will land on the Moon as part of
the programme, and Toyota and the Japan Aerospace
Exploration Agency are developing a pressurised
[unar rover.

China

Chinaamsto land its own astronauts on the Moon by
2030, and the competition has added urgency to
NASA's schedule.

TECHNOLOGY

Technology in Brief

By the Technology Desk

SATELLITES: NTT and the Japan Aerospace
Exploration Agency said an experiment aimed at
high-speed transmission and very wide-area
connections for internet-of-things devices using a
low-orbit satellite had succeeded, Impress Watch
reported.

PASSWORDS: 1Password announced a function that
lets Al agents use passwords without seeing them,
available from assistants including Meta's Muse,
Impress Watch reported.

FANDOM: NTT Docomo has devel oped technol ogy
inwhich Al automatically edits live concert video to
follow aviewer's favourite performer, according to
Impress Watch.

DISASTERS: NEC has developed Al that scores
conditionsin live cameraimages to detect early signs
of disasters, Impress Watch reported.

SOFTWARE TESTING: DeNA has begun offering
DAAQ, aservicethat it says cuts the work of writing
software tests by up to 90 per cent.

DRONES: Mine City in Yamaguchi Prefecture and
Japan Airlines have begun using drones to survey
unexplored parts of the Akiyoshido limestone cave,
the first such use in Japan.

MAGLEV: JR Centra showed the press the
underground platform of the maglev line's Kanagawa
station in Sagamiharafor the first time.

INSURANCE: Non-life insurers are introducing
systems to detect Al-altered photographs submitted
with claims.

DIET: The House of Representatives will consider
using Al to help draft legislation.

PHP: The Information-technology Promotion Agency
and JPCERT/CC continue to urge updates to PHP
8.5.12,8.4.27,8.3.36 or 8.2.35.

ALERTS: SoftBank's emergency aert mail isdueto
resume on Monday; Docomo has given no date for
the parts of AreaMail it suspended.

GMO: GMO Internet Group said on Saturday that it
had confirmed information was leaked in the
unauthorised access to its foreign exchange margin
trading service, and that it would pay every user
5,000 yen.

TECHNOLOGY

1946: A Captured V-2 Rocket Takes
the First Photographs of the Earth
From Space, 105 Kilometres Above
New Mexico

By Hana Ito | Research & Archive

On October 24, 1946, a V-2 rocket launched from
White Sandsin New Mexico carried a 35-millimetre
motion picture camera to an altitude of about 105 km
and took the first photographs of the Earth from
space.

The cameratook aframe every second and a half as
the rocket climbed and fell back. The grainy
black-and-white pictures showed the curve of the
Earth against the blackness of space.

Surviving the fall

The rocket crashed back to the ground, but the film
had been stored in a steel cassette, and it survived the
impact.

German rockets

The V-2 had been devel oped by Germany during the
Second World War as aweapon. After the war the
United States brought captured rockets and many of
the engineers who designed them to America, and
used the rockets for research into the upper
atmosphere.

The scientists

The camerawas fitted by researchers from the
Applied Physics Laboratory of Johns Hopkins
University, who were using V-2 flights to study the
atmosphere, cosmic rays and the sun.

Theview

Until then, the highest photographs had been taken
from balloons. The V-2 pictures were the first to
show the Earth as a planet seen from above, a decade
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before the first artificial satellite.

What followed

Over the following years rockets carried better
cameras higher, and in 1959 the American satellite
Explorer 6 sent back the first picture of the Earth
from orbit.

Blue marble

The best-known image of the whole Earth, the "Blue
Marble", was taken by the crew of Apollo 17 in 1972.

Today

Japan's Himawari weather satellites now photograph
the whole disc of the Earth every ten minutes from
35,800 km above the equator, images that appear in
forecasts every day.

TECHNOLOGY

1960: A Soviet Missile Explodeson
Its Launch Pad at Baikonur, Killing
Dozensin a Disaster Kept Secret for
Almost 30 Years

By Hana Ito | Research & Archive

On October 24, 1960, a prototype R-16
intercontinental ballistic missile exploded on its
launch pad at the Soviet test range at Baikonur, in
what is now Kazakhstan, in one of the worst
accidentsin the history of rocketry.

The engine of the missile's second stage ignited while
engineers and soldiers were still working around the
fully fuelled rocket, setting off the propellants of the
first stage.

Thedead

Estimates of the number killed range from about 70
to more than 120.

Among them was Chief Marshal of Artillery
Mitrofan Nedelin, the commander of the Soviet
Strategic Rocket Forces, who had been supervising
the preparations close to the rocket. The accident is
known as the Nedelin catastrophe.

A survivor

Mikhail Yangel, the missile's chief designer, survived
because he had stepped away from the pad shortly
before the explosion.

Thepressure

The Soviet Union was racing the United States to
deploy intercontinental missiles, and the R-16 was
being prepared for its first launch under intense
pressure to meet the schedule.

The secret

The Soviet authorities kept the disaster secret.
Nedelin's death was announced as the result of an air
crash, and the accident was not officially
acknowledged until 1989.

Themissile

The R-16 was later flown successfully and entered
service with the Strategic Rocket Forces.

A day of remembrance

Three years later, on October 24, 1963, afirein a
missile silo at Baikonur killed several more people.
October 24 has since been observed at the siteasa
day of remembrance, and launches are not scheduled
on that date.

Thelessons

The accident is still cited as an example of how
schedule pressure and the disregard of safety
procedures can turn atechnical fault into a
catastrophe.

TECHNOLOGY

1995: A U.S. Government Council
Formally Definesthe Word
'Internet’

By Hana Ito | Research & Archive

On October 24, 1995, the Federal Networking
Council, abody that coordinated the networking
activities of American government agencies, passed a
resolution defining the term "Internet”.

The definition described a global information system
logically linked by a globally unique address space
based on the Internet Protocol, able to support
communications using the TCP/IP suite of protocols,
and providing services built on those
communications.

Why define it

By 1995 the network that had grown out of American
government and university research was opening to

the public and to commerce, and officials wanted a
common understanding of what the word meant.

A busy year

The same year saw the spread of the World Wide
Web and graphical browsers, the release of Windows
95 with built-in networking, and the end of the U.S.
National Science Foundation's backbone network,
which handed the internet's core over to commercial
providers.

Japan

In Japan, too, 1995 was the year the internet entered
everyday conversation, and the word was among the
most talked-about of the year.

The protocols

TCP/IP, the protocols named in the definition, were
designed in the 1970s by Vinton Cerf and Robert
Kahn. They let different networks exchange data,
which iswhy the internet is called a network of
networks.

Addresses

The "globally unique address space” refersto the IP
addresses that identify every device on the network.
The original version, IPv4, alows about 4.3 billion
addresses, alimit that led to the newer 1Pv6.

Thirty yearson

The definition is still cited because it describes the
internet by how it works rather than by any particular
service, adistinction that has held up as the services
on top of it have changed beyond recognition.

TECHNOLOGY

1998: Deep Space 1 Lifts Off, the
First NASA Probeto Rely on an lon
Engine

By Hana Ito | Research & Archive

On October 24, 1998, NASA launched Deep Space 1
from Cape Canaveral, Florida, on aDelta Il rocket. It
was the first NASA spacecraft to use an ion engine as
its main means of propulsion.

The probe was the first mission of NASA's New
Millennium programme, designed to test new
technologies in space so that later missions could use
them with confidence.

Theengine

Anion engine uses electricity, from solar panels, to
accelerate charged atoms of xenon gas and expel
them at very high speed. The thrust istiny, about the
weight of a sheet of paper, but it can be sustained for
months, gradually building up great speed with little
fuel.

Twelvetests

Deep Space 1 carried 12 new technologies, including
software that navigated the spacecraft by itself using
pictures of asteroids and stars, and a system that
allowed it to make some decisions without
instructions from Earth.

Encounters

The probe flew past the asteroid Braille in 1999.
After its star tracker failed, engineers reprogrammed
it from the ground, and in 2001 it flew past Comet
Borrelly, returning some of the best pictures of a
comet's nucleus taken until then.

Retirement

The mission ended in December 2001, after the probe
had far exceeded its original goals.

Japan'sion engines

Japan's asteroid probe Hayabusa, launched in 2003,
used ion engines to reach the asteroid Itokawa and
bring samples back to Earth in 2010, and Hayabusa2
later did the same with the asteroid Ryugu.

Thelegacy

lon and other electric engines are now common, used
on many communications satellites and on NASA's
Dawn probe, which orbited both Vesta and Ceres,
two of the largest bodies in the asteroid belt.
TECHNOLOGY

2003: Concorde MakesIts L ast
Commercial Flight, Endingthe Era
of Super sonic Passenger Travel

By Hana Ito | Research & Archive

On October 24, 2003, British Airways flight BA002
from New Y ork landed at Heathrow Airport in
London, the last commercial flight of Concorde.

Two other British Airways Concordes landed at
Heathrow minutes before it, one from Edinburgh and
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one that had flown a circuit over the Bay of Biscay,
so that the three aircraft touched down one after
another before large crowds.

Twice the speed of sound

Concorde, built jointly by Britain and France, cruised
at about twice the speed of sound, around 2,200
km/h, at an atitude of up to 18,000 metres, high
enough for passengers to see the curve of the Earth. It
could cross the Atlantic in about three and a half
hours.

In service

The aircraft entered commercial servicein 1976 with
British Airways and Air France. Only 20 were built,
including prototypes and test aircraft, and only the
two national airlines flew them in regular service.

Thecrash

In July 2000 an Air France Concorde crashed shortly
after taking off from Paris, killing al 109 people on
board and four on the ground. The fleet was grounded
and modified before returning to service.

Theend

Falling demand after the attacks of September 11,
2001, and therising cost of maintaining the ageing
aircraft led both airlinesto retire them. Air France
ended its Concorde service in May 2003.

The problems

Concorde was never acommercial success beyond its
two operators. Its sonic boom kept it from flying
supersonically over land, which limited its routes,
and it was expensive and fuel-hungry.

Japan

Concorde visited Japan only rarely, but itsimage as
the symbol of speed and luxury was familiar around
the world.

A revival

Several companies are now developing new
supersonic airliners, with designs meant to reduce the
noise of the sonic boom so that they could fly over
land.

TECHNOLOGY

2003: Apple Releases Mac OS X
Panther, Introducing Expose and
FileVault

By Hana Ito | Research & Archive

On October 24, 2003, Applereleased Mac OS X
10.3, called Panther, the fourth major version of its
operating system for Macintosh computers. It cost
$129.

Expose

Its best-known feature was Expose, which shrank all
the open windows on the screen so that users could
see them side by side and choose one with aclick, a
new way of managing a crowded desktop.

Encryption

Panther introduced FileVault, which encrypted the
contents of a user's home folder, bringing strong
encryption to ordinary personal computer users.

The Finder

The Finder, the program used to manage files, was
redesigned with a sidebar that gave quick access to
disks, the network and favourite folders.

Users

Fast user switching let several people share aMac
and switch between their accounts without closing
their programs.

Video chat

Panther came with iChat AV, which added video and
audio conversations to Appl€e's messaging program,
using the iSight camerathat Apple sold separately.

Thebig cats

Apple named the versions of Mac OS X after big
cats, from Cheetah and Pumato Jaguar, Panther,
Tiger and Leopard, before switching to placesin
Californiawith Mavericksin 2013.

The foundation

Mac OS X was built on Unix, the system devel oped
at Bell Labs, and the modern versions of Apple's
operating systems for its computers, phones and
watches still share that foundation.
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2006: Microsoft Releases Windows
Defender to Fight Spyware

By Hana Ito | Research & Archive

On October 24, 2006, Microsoft released the final
version of Windows Defender, afree program that
protected Windows computers against spyware,
software that secretly gathers information about users
or changes their settings.

Origins

The program grew out of software made by GIANT
Company Software, which Microsoft acquired in
December 2004. It was tested for almost two years as
Microsoft Anti Spyware before being renamed.

The problem

In the early 2000s spyware and adware had become a
plague for Windows users. Programs installed
without the user's knowledge, often bundled with free
downloads, displayed advertisements, tracked
browsing and slowed computers down.

Built in

Windows Defender was included in Windows Vista,
released to consumersin January 2007, and became
part of every later version of Windows.

Becoming an antivirus

Microsoft later turned it into a full antivirus program.
Since Windows 8 it has protected against viruses and
other malicious software as well as spyware, and it is
now known as Microsoft Defender.

The market

The decision to build security into the operating
system changed the market for antivirus software,
which had been dominated by companies selling
subscriptions to their own products.

Linux

The same day, the Fedora Project released Fedora
Core 6, aversion of the free Linux operating system
supported by Red Hat.

Today

Twenty years later, threats have shifted from

nui sance software to ransomware and data theft, of
the kind that has hit companies in Japan this month,
but the principle of protection built into the system
remains.

TECHNOLOGY

2007: China Launches Chang'e 1,
Its First Probetothe Moon, a
Month After Japan's Kaguya

By Hana Ito | Research & Archive

On October 24, 2007, China launched Chang'e 1, its
first lunar probe, on aLong March 3A rocket from
the Xichang launch centre in Sichuan Province.

The probe was hamed after Chang'e, the goddess of
the Moon in Chinese mythology.

Themission

Chang'e 1 entered orbit around the Moon in
November 2007 and mapped its surface in three
dimensions, studied its composition and measured the
environment between the Earth and the Moon.

A full map

In 2008 China published a map of the whole [unar
surface made from the probe's images.

Theend
At the end of its mission, on March 1, 2009, Chang'e
1 was deliberately crashed into the Moon.

Aracein Asia

The launch came alittle over a month after Japan
launched Kaguya, its own lunar orbiter, on
September 14, 2007. Kaguya carried high definition
cameras that sent back striking images of the Earth
rising over the lunar horizon. India's Chandrayaan-1
followed in 2008.

What followed

China's programme advanced step by step: orbiters,
then landers, then rovers. Chang'e 4 made the first
landing on the far side of the Moon in 2019, and
Chang'e 5 and Chang'e 6 brought back samples, the
latter from the far side.

Astronauts

Chinaaimsto land its own astronauts on the Moon by
2030, while the United States plans to return its
astronauts there in 2028.
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Japan since

Japan's SLIM lander touched down on the Moon in
January 2024, making Japan the fifth country to land
there, with a precision of about 100 metres.

TECHNOLOGY

2014: 'Citizenfour', the Film of
Edward Snowden's Revelations,
Opensin American Cinemas

By Hana Ito | Research & Archive

On October 24, 2014, "Citizenfour", Laura Poitras's
documentary about Edward Snowden, opened in
cinemas in the United States.

The film shows Snowden, a contractor for the U.S.
National Security Agency, in ahotel room in Hong
Kong in June 2013, as he handed journalists
documents revealing the scale of American
government surveillance.

Thename

"Citizenfour" was the name Snowden used when he
first contacted Poitras with encrypted emails, before
she knew who he was.

Therevelations

The documents showed that the agency collected
records of the telephone calls of millions of
Americans and gathered data from internet
companies, and that it monitored the communications
of foreign leaders.

Recorded live

Poitras filmed the meetings in the hotel as they
happened, with the journalist Glenn Greenwald, so
the film captures the moments when the story was
being decided rather than reconstructing them later.

Theaward

The film won the Academy Award for best
documentary feature in 2015.

Snowden

Snowden left Hong Kong for Moscow, where he was
stranded after the United States cancelled his
passport. He has lived in Russia since, and was
granted Russian citizenship in 2022.

The debate

The revelations led to changesin American law on
the bulk collection of telephone records and pushed
technology companies to encrypt more of their
services, while critics accused Snowden of damaging
national security.

Encryption today

The spread of end-to-end encryption in messaging
apps since then is one of the lasting effects of the
debate the film documented.

TECHNOLOGY

2019: Google's Pixel 4 Goeson Sale
With a Radar Chip That Senses
Hand Gestures

By Hana Ito | Research & Archive

On October 24, 2019, Google's Pixel 4 and Pixel 4
XL smartphones went on sale in the United States,
nine days after they were unveiled at an event in New
York.

Radar in a phone

The phones carried atiny radar chip, developed by
Googl€e's Project Soli, that powered a feature called
Motion Sense. Users could skip songs or silence calls
by waving a hand over the phone, and the phone
could sense when its owner was reaching for it.

Face unlock

The radar also helped the phone's face unlock system
to start working before the user had picked it up.

Two cameras

The Pixel 4 was the first Pixel phone with two rear
cameras, adding atelephoto lens, and it introduced an
astrophotography mode that used long exposures and
software to photograph the night sky.

Softwar e over hardware

Googl€e's phones had won praise for photographs
produced largely by software, afield known as
computational photography that is now standard
across the industry.

Short-lived

Motion Sense did not catch on. Google dropped the
radar chip from later Pixel models, and the feature
became a curiosity.

Thebattery

Reviewers criticised the Pixel 4's battery life, one
reason the phone sold less well than Google had
hoped.

The Pixel line

Google has continued to make Pixel phones, which
have become popular in Japan, where they are sold
through the major carriers.

TECHNOLOGY

October 24 in Science and
Technology

By Hana Ito | Research & Archive

1861: The transcontinental telegraph line across the
United States is completed at Salt Lake City.

1931: The George Washington Bridge over the
Hudson River in New Y ork is dedicated, then the
world's longest suspension bridge span.

1946: A V-2 rocket launched from White Sands takes
the first photographs of the Earth from space.

1960: A prototype R-16 missile explodes on its
launch pad at Baikonur, killing dozens, including
Marshal Mitrofan Nedelin.

1995: The U.S. Federa Networking Council adopts a
definition of the word "Internet”.

1998: NASA launches Deep Space 1, itsfirst probe
driven by anion engine.

2003: Concorde makesiits last commercial flight,
from New Y ork to London.

2003: Apple releases Mac OS X 10.3 Panther.

2006: Microsoft releases Windows Defender; Fedora
Core 6 isreleased.

2007: Chinalaunches Chang'e 1, itsfirst lunar probe.

2014: "Citizenfour", the documentary about Edward
Snowden, opensin the United States.

2019: Google's Pixel 4 goes on sale.

Suicides Fall Below 20,000 for the
First Time, but Deaths Among
Schoolchildren Reach a Record 538

The government's white paper finds no decline among students and
warns that young people's warning signs are hard to see;
self-harm cases treated in emergency centres are mostly women

By Emi Kondo | Society & Local News

The number of suicidesin Japan fell below 20,000
last year for the first time since records began, but
suicides among elementary, junior high and high
school students reached arecord for the second year
in arow, the government's annual white paper on
suicide prevention showed.

The Cabinet approved the 2026 edition of the white
paper on Friday. It reported 19,188 suicidesin 2025,
the lowest since statistics began in 1978 and 1,132
fewer than the year before.

The students

Suicides among school children rose by nine to 538:
10in elementary school, 172 in junior high school
and 356 in high school. The figure for high school
students was the highest on record, and that for junior
high students the highest for the third year in arow.
Of the 538, 258 were boys and 280 girls.

Including university students and others, 1,082
students took their own lives, the second annual
increase.

Girls

The increase was particularly marked among girlsin
junior high and high school, the white paper said, and
the suicide rates of people aged 19 or under and of
women in their 20s arerising.

Hard to see

Among schaoolchildren, the most common motives
involved problems at home, health and school. The
white paper noted that the warning signs are often
hard to detect.

Self-harm

The white paper analysed 4,521 patients treated at
emergency and critical care centres across the country
between late 2022 and late 2024 for suicide attempts
or self-harm. Most were women, and repeated
self-harm was common.

Among those admitted to hospital, only about 20 per
cent were connected to support from local medical
institutions, and in about half of the cases the only
response was to give them information. The white
paper said that contact with a hospital should be the
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starting point for reducing the risk.

Two decades

Thisyear marks 20 years since the enactment of the
Basic Act on Suicide Countermeasures. The annual
number of suicides stayed above 30,000 from 1998,
when the economy deteriorated, and began to fall
from 2010.

Who has benefited

The decline has been concentrated among
middle-aged and older men, which the white paper
linked to afall in economic and social motives, and
among employed men living with others and among
homemakers. No clear decline was seen among
students, single employed people or employed
women with families.

Theresponse

The white paper called for intensive measures for
people at high risk so that they can receive support in
their daily lives.

Whereto get help

The health ministry encourages anyone who is
troubled to call its mental health consultation line,
0570-064-556. Children can call the 24-hour
children's SOS dial, 0120-0-78310, and several
organisations offer consultation by social media chat.

Railway Photographer Arrested for
Felling a Tree That Blocked His
Shot of the Norokko Train on the
Senmo Line

Ataxi driver isaccused of cutting another tree so that it touched a
signal cable; police are looking into cuts on four poles
By Emi Kondo | Society & Local News

Hokkaido police arrested a 25-year-old company
employee from Sapporo on Friday on suspicion of
damaging property by cutting down a tree along the
JR Senmo Linein the town of Kushiro, apparently
because it was spoiling his photographs of a
sightseeing train.

The man, whose surname is Sakuraba, has admitted
the charge and told the police that he cut the tree
because it was in the way of his view, the Kushiro
police station said.

The Norokko

The siteis a popular spot for photographing the
Kushiro Shitsugen Norokko, a sightseeing train
through the Kushiro Marsh, which madeitsfinal run
on October 10.

A chainsaw

Heis accused of conspiring with another man to cut
down a naturally grown tree beside the line with a
chainsaw at about 1 p.m. on September 30.

The second man

The other man, ataxi driver from Sagamiharain
Kanagawa Prefecture, has been arrested on suspicion
of endangering rail traffic. He is accused of cutting a
different tree so that it came into contact with a
communications cable used to switch the line's
signals. The police said the two were companionsin

railway photography.

The poles

Cut marks were found on four wooden poles carrying
communications cables near the site, and the police
are investigating whether they are connected to the
case.

Toritetsu

Railway photographers, known in Japan as toritetsu,
are numerous and mostly well behaved, but a
minority has caused trouble by trespassing on tracks,
blocking roads and damaging property to get a shot,
especially when a popular train is about to be retired.

Thefinal run

The Norokko's open carriages ran slowly through the
Kushiro Marsh, Japan's largest wetland, making it a
favourite subject for photographers.

Thedanger

Trees and cables beside railway lines are part of the
safety of the line, and tampering with signal
eguipment can put trains and passengers at risk.

ELSEWHERE IN TODAY'S PAPER

Ceasefire in Oleshky, Page 9.
Bond yieldsfall, Page 11.

Docomo curbs Area Mail, Page 12.
Japan Series Game 1, Page 21.

SOCIETY

Children Shouting 'Shorinji' Into
Emergency Calls and Police Boxes
Spread a Social Media Prank;
Osaka Police Deal With 43

About 250 incidents since mid-September, including about 200
callsto 110 and firecrackers thrown into a police box
By Emi Kondo | Society & Local News

A nuisance prank in which children and teenagers
call the emergency number 110 or walk into police
boxes and shout " Shorinji* has spread across Japan,
and the Osaka prefectural police said on Friday that
they had arrested or given guidance to 43 people aged
710 16.

The police said they would deal strictly with the
behaviour as a malicious crime.

Shorinji Racing
On socia mediathe behaviour is known as " Shorinji
Racing", and videos of it have spread widely.

What they did

The acts confirmed by the police include shouting
"Shorinji jal" into 110 calls or inside police boxes
and tearing posters inside police boxes. In one case,
firecrackers were thrown into a police box while the
act was filmed.

Thescale

From mid-September to October 21, the Osaka police
confirmed about 250 such acts, including about 200
callsto 110.

Why
Those involved gave reasons such as "it's popular on
the internet” and "to make my friends laugh".

Theharm

Every false call to 110 takes up the time of operators
who must answer real emergencies, and police
officers must respond to calls they cannot be sure are
pranks. Making false reports or obstructing police
work can be acrime.

Y oung ages

Children under 14 cannot be prosecuted in Japan, but
they can be referred to child guidance centres, and
their parents are usually contacted.

Elsewhere

Similar incidents have been reported in several other
parts of the country, according to Kyodo News.

SOCIETY

Two Bodies Found on Gangapurna
West, Where Two Japanese
Climbers Went Missing on October
15

The pair reported reaching 7,050 metres on an unclimbed
Himalayan peak before contact was lost
By Emi Kondo | Society & Local News

Two bodies have been found on Gangapurna West, a
7,140-metre peak in Nepal, where two Japanese
climbers had been missing since October 15, a

Nepal ese government official said on Friday.

The official said the bodies were believed to be those
of the climbers, and the authorities plan to recover
them by helicopter.

Theclimbers

The missing men are Taneishi, 40, and Hashimoto,
25.

Thelast contact

On October 15 the climbers reported that they had
reached an atitude of 7,050 metres. That was the last
that was heard from them. A mountain guide had
climbed with them only as far as 4,900 metres.

The search
A search began on October 19.

An unclimbed peak

The Asahi Shimbun described the mountain as an
unclimbed Himalayan peak. Gangapurna West liesin
the Annapurnarange in central Nepal.

Therisks

Climbing new routes or unclimbed peaks without
support at such altitudes is among the most dangerous
forms of mountaineering, with the risks of

avalanches, falls, storms and altitude sickness.

Autumn season

Autumn is one of the main climbing seasonsin the
Himalayas, after the monsoon ends.
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18°C

11717

Low 16°C thismorning - Rain for most of the day - Kochi 28°C, Kagoshima 29°C - Champi at 975 hPa

TODAY'S HIGHS AND LOWS — 19 CITIES
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TODAY'S WEATHER THE LAND COLOURS ABOUT THE MAP HOkkaldO

Rain clears from Kyoto and Osaka this morning and
from Kanazawa and Nagoya this afternoon, but
Tokyo and Niigata stay wet for most of the day and
Nagano until the evening, while rain reaches Sendai
and Akitalater. Hokkaido is mostly sunny after
Kushiro fell to 3 degrees this morning. Western Japan
iswarm and mostly cloudy, with Kochi forecast to
reach 28 degrees and Kagoshima clearing to 29. Naha
has rain at times, with Typhoon No. 30, Champi, near
Y onaguni.

HOW TODAY COMPARES

Western Japan turns warmer than on Friday's map.
Fukuoka's forecast high of 27 is 6 degrees above
Friday's, Takamatsu, Kochi and Kagoshima are 5
degreeswarmer, at 27, 28 and 29, and Osakais 3
degrees warmer at 27. In the rain the east is cooler:
Nagano is 4 degrees down at 17, Tokyo 3 degrees
down at 18, and Kanazawa and Nagoya 2 degrees
down at 20 and 21. Sapporo and Akita are 3 degrees
warmer, at 19 and 20. Kagoshima and Naha share the
highest forecast, 29, and Kushiro's 16 is the lowest.

A MILDER MORNING

Clouds kept most of the country warmer overnight.
Nagano's low of 13 was 8 degrees above Friday's,
and Niigata, Kanazawa and Kyoto were 5 degrees
milder, at 15, 17 and 19. Kushiro was again the
coldest place on the map, at 3 degrees, and Nahathe
warmest, at 27. Kushiro's rise from 3 to aforecast 16,
13 degrees, is the widest daily range; Tokyo and
Naha are forecast to vary by only 2.

REGIONAL SUMMARY

Hokkaido: Sapporo sunny with some cloud, 19/7;
Kushiro sunny with some cloud, 16/3, the coldest
morning on the map. Tohoku: Aomori cloudy, 18/7;
Akita cloudy, then rain, 20/10; Sendai cloudy, then
rain, 19/12. Niigata and Hokuriku: Niigatarain,
18/15; Kanazawarain, then cloudy, 20/17. Inland:
Nagano rain, then cloudy, 17/13. Kanto: Tokyo rain,
18/16. Tokai: Nagoyarain, then cloudy, 21/17.
Kansai: Kyoto rain, then cloudy, 25/19; Osakarain,
then cloudy, 27/18. Chugoku: Matsue cloudy with
some rain, 22/16; Hiroshima cloudy, 24/16. Shikoku:
Takamatsu cloudy, 27/18; Kochi cloudy, 28/19.
Kyushu: Fukuoka cloudy with somerain, 27/19;
Kagoshima cloudy, then sunny, 29/24, joint highest.
Okinawa: Naharain at times, with cloudy spells,
29/27, the warmest morning.

The colours on the map show the highs from the
forecast issued at 5 am. today. Greens of 15to 17
cover most of Hokkaido, with blue, for 14 or less,
over itsinterior and yellow-greens of 18 to 20 around
Sapporo and on the Pacific coast. Y ellow-greens and
greens cover Tohoku, with blue over the highest
ground of the central mountains. Y ellows of 21 to 23
appear on the Pacific coast of Kanto and Tokai, and
oranges of 24 to 29 cover most of western Japan,
from Kansai to Shikoku and Kyushu, with a small
patch of red, 30 or more, in central Kyushu.

THE TYPHOON

At 8 am. Typhoon No. 30, Champi, was a large,
strong typhoon about 50 km north of Y onaguni, at
975 hPa with winds of 35 metres a second near the
centre, moving slowly east, with storm winds
extending 110 km from the centre. It is forecast to
move north-north-east through the East China Sea,
weakening to a severe tropical storm by early Sunday
and atropical storm by early Monday, and to become
an extratropical low off the Tokai coast by early
Tuesday. Typhoon No. 31, In-fa, was atropical storm
near the Marshall Islands at 6 am., at 1002 hPa with
winds of 18 metres a second and almost stationary; it
is forecast to become atyphoon near Wake Island by
early Tuesday and avery strong typhoon heading
west by early Thursday. On the map, storm winds of
25 metres a second or more are shown in red and
gales of 15 metres a second or more in yellow, and
each dashed circle marks where Champi's centreis
expected to be, with a 70 per cent chance.

SEA AND COAST

The weather agency has warned of very rough seas,
with waves of up to 11 metres, around Okinawa, and
of waves of 5 to 6 metresin the Amami region and
off Kyushu through Sunday. Northern Kyushu should
watch for landslides and flooding of low-lying land
until Monday. Emergencies at sea: coast guard, 118.

SUNRISE AND SUNSET

Tokyo: sunrise 5:55 am., sunset 4:56 p.m.; Osaka:
sunrise 6:10 am., sunset 5:14 p.m.; Sapporo: sunrise
5:58 am., sunset 4:40 p.m.; Fukuoka: sunrise 6:29
am., sunset 5:36 p.m.; Naha: sunrise 6:33 am.,
sunset 5:54 p.m.; all times calculated for today and
rounded to the minute.

www.japanmorningpost.com | newsdesk@japanmorningpost.com | 1-2-3 Otemachi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-0004

The map cites the Japan Meteorological Agency: the
highs are from the forecast issued at 5 am. today, the
lows are minimums observed up to 9:30 am., and the
typhoons are from the 7:05 am. and 8:40 am.
bulletins. Its sky symbols combine observations until
9 am. with the agency's three-hourly forecasts. A
single symbol means one sky al day, asin Tokyo,
rain, and Kochi, cloudy. Two symbolsjoined by an
arrow mean the sky changes during the day, asin
Osaka, rain then cloudy, and Kagoshima, cloudy then
sunny. Two symbols divided by a stroke mean one
sky with the other at times, asin Sapporo, sunny with
some cloud, Fukuoka, cloudy with somerain, and
Naha, rain at times.

SOCIETY

Rain Keeps Tokyo Below 20
Degrees While Western Japan
TurnsWarm, With Kagoshima and
Naha at 29; Kushiro IsAgain the
Coldest at 3

Rain clears from Kansai this morning and from Hokuriku and
Tokai this afternoon; Hokkaido is mostly sunny
By the Weather Desk

A front lying across central Japan bringsrain to
Tokyo for most of Saturday, while western Japan
turns warmer under cloud and Hokkaido enjoys
sunshine, according to the weather map for 19 cities,
which gives the forecast highs and this morning's
lows.

Tokyo isforecast to reach only 18 degrees after alow
of 16, arange of just 2 degrees, the narrowest on the
map along with Naha. The high is 3 degrees lower
than on Friday's map.

Clearing in the west

Therain clears from Kyoto and Osaka this morning,
leaving them cloudy, with highs of 25 and 27.
Kanazawa and Nagoya dry out in the afternoon at 20
and 21, but Niigata stays wet all day at 18, and
Nagano has rain until the evening, with a high of 17,
4 degrees lower than on Friday.

Rain moves north

Sendai and Akita start cloudy and turn wet later, with
highs of 19 and 20. Aomori is cloudy at 18.

Sapporo is sunny with some cloud and reaches 19, 3
degrees warmer than on Friday. Kushiro fell to 3
degrees this morning, again the coldest on the map,
and isforecast to climb to 16, arise of 13 degrees, the
widest daily range in the country.

The warm west

Western Japan is mostly cloudy and much warmer
than on Friday. Fukuoka, cloudy with somerain, is
forecast to reach 27, 6 degrees higher than on Friday's
map. Takamatsu reaches 27, Kochi 28 and
Kagoshima, where cloud gives way to sunshine, 29,
each 5 degrees warmer. Hiroshimais cloudy at 24
and Matsue, cloudy with somerain, 22.

Okinawa

Nahahas rain at times, with cloudy spells, and shares
the highest forecast on the map, 29, with Kagoshima.
Its low of 27 was the warmest morning in the
country. Typhoon No. 30, Champi, was about 50 km
north of Y onaguni at 8 am.

The weekend

The front is forecast to move north into eastern Japan
on Saturday night and to stretch from western to
eastern Japan by Monday, as Champi weakens over
the East China Sea and approaches southern Kyushu.
Northern Kyushu should watch for landslides and
flooding of low-lying land until Monday.

Today's Weather in Numbers

By the Weather Desk

WARMEST: Kagoshima and Naha, 29.

COOLEST HIGH: Kushiro, 16.

COLDEST MORNING: Kushiro, 3.

WARMEST MORNING: Naha, 27; Kagoshima, 24.
WIDEST DAILY RANGE: Kushiro, 3to 16.
NARROWEST: Tokyo, 16 to 18, and Naha, 27 to 29.

BIGGEST RISE FROM FRIDAY'S MAP: Fukuoka,
up 6 to 27.

BIGGEST FALL: Nagano, down 4 to 17.
TOKYO: 18, rain for most of the day; low 16.
OSAKA: 27, rain then cloudy; low 18.
SAPPORO: 19, sunny with some cloud; low 7.
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Denver Drops 23 Degreesto 55 With Showersand Albuquerque Has Thunder storms, While Sunshine Cover sthe South and Houston Reaches 86

Billings falls 17 degreesin the sunshine; Las Vegas and Anchorage turn warmer

By the Weather Desk

Cooler air settles over the Rocky Mountains on
Saturday, sending Denver's high down to 55 degrees
Fahrenheit with afternoon showers, while sunshine
covers the South, with 86 in Houston, according to
the map supplied for this edition.

Albuquerque has showers and thunderstorms, and
Minneapolis sees afternoon showers. Boston reaches
59 and Los Angeles 76, both in the sunshine.

The Rockies

Denver starts cloudy and has showers later, with a
high of 55, 23 degrees lower than on Friday's map,
the biggest drop of any city. Itslow of 47 givesthe
narrowest daily range on the map. Billings, in
Montana, is sunny but cold, at 53 after amorning low
of 33, 17 degrees lower than on Friday. Salt Lake
City clears from partly cloudy to sunny, reaching 57.

The Southwest

Albuquergue has thunderstorms and a high of 68.
Phoenix is sunny at 78 after alow of 61, and Las

TheU.S. Map at a Glance

By the Weather Desk

HOTTEST: Houston and Honolulu, 86.
COLDEST: Anchorage, 43, with alow of 30.

COLDEST IN THE LOWER 48: Billings, 53, after a
low of 33.

WARMEST NIGHT: Honolulu, 73; Miami, 72.

BIGGEST FALL FROM FRIDAY'S MAP: Denver,
down 23 to 55.

ALSO COOLER: Billings, down 17; Albuquerque,
Chicago, Atlantaand New Orleans, down 3.

WARMER: Anchorage, up 8; Las Vegas, up 6;
Boston and Los Angeles, up 4.

SHOWERS: Denver and Minneapolis, in the
afternoon.

STORMS: Albuquerque.

Vegas, aso sunny, warmsto 75, 6 degrees higher
than on Friday.

California and the Northwest

Los Angelesis sunny at 76 and San Francisco sunny
at 70. Seattleis cloudy at 56 and Portland partly
cloudy at 62, after morning lows of 40 and 39.

The Plainsand Midwest

Kansas City issunny at 78 and St Louis sunny at 75.
Minneapolis, partly cloudy turning to showers,
reaches 75 after amild low of 62. Chicago is partly
cloudy turning cloudy at 70, and Detroit partly
cloudy turning sunny at 65.

The South

Houston reaches 86 and Dallas 84, both sunny. New
Orleansissunny at 77, Nashville sunny at 77 after a
low of 47, the widest daily range on the map, and
Atlanta sunny at 69. Miami is sunny at 83, with alow
of 72.

WIDEST RANGE: Nashville, 47 to 77.
NARROWEST: Denver, 47 to 55.
NEW YORK: 61, partly cloudy.
WASHINGTON: 64, sunny.

TheU.S. Map in Celsius

Saturday's highs and lows, converted and rounded to the nearest
degree

By the Weather Desk

NEW YORK: 16/ 5.
WASHINGTON: 18/ 7.
BOSTON: 15/ 4.
CHICAGO: 21/ 11.
DENVER: 13/ 8.
LOSANGELES: 24/ 13.
SAN FRANCISCO: 21/ 11.
SEATTLE: 13/ 4.

www.japanmorningpost.com | newsdesk@japanmorningpost.com | 1-2-3 Otemachi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-0004

The Northeast

Boston is sunny at 59, 4 degrees warmer than on
Friday. New York is partly cloudy at 61 and
Washington sunny at 64.

Alaska and Hawaii

Anchorage is cloudy, with a high of 43 and alow of
30, the coldest on the map but 8 degrees warmer than
on Friday. Honolulu is sunny at 86, level with
Houston as the warmest.

Thecolours

The land colours show highs below 50, light blue,
over the high country of Montana, Wyoming and the
Colorado Rockies, and over Alaska; the 50s across
the northern Plains, the Great Basin, the interior
Northwest and northern New England; the 60s
around the Great Lakes, in the mid-Atlantic states
and in New Mexico; the 70s through the Midwest, the
Southeast and California; and the 80s, light orange,
over Texas, the lower Mississippi valley, southern

BILLINGS: 12/ 1.

PHOENIX: 26/ 16.

DALLASAND HOUSTON: 29/ 16 and 30/ 17.
MIAMI: 28/ 22.

HONOLULU: 30/ 23.

ANCHORAGE: 6/ -1.

Champi Leaves More Than 500
Injured in Taiwan and Cuts Power
to 270,000 Homes; Taipe Closes
Offices and Schoolsfor a Second
Day

By Rachel Kim | Asia Correspondent

Typhoon Champi injured more than 500 people in

Taiwan, the island's fire authorities said on Saturday,
as the storm that set records in the Sakishima Islands
brought strong winds and heavy rain to its neighbour.

Florida, the deserts of southern Caifornia and
Arizona, and Hawaii.

About the map

The highs and lows are from the National Weather
Service's Selected Cities forecast issued at 8:50 am.
Eastern Daylight Time on Friday, October 23, with
lows for Friday night into Saturday morning. The sky
symbols are from zone forecasts issued on Friday,
and the land colours from gridded forecast highs at
11:30 am. EDT on Friday.

One person died: a man who was swept away by
waves in southern Taiwan, Kyodo News reported
from Taipel.

More than 270,000 households lost power.

Closures

Taipei and other major cities in the north closed
offices and schools on Saturday for the second day
running, after the wind and rain grew stronger on
Friday. Mgjor commercial facilitiesin Taipei aso
closed.

Damage

Street trees were brought down and signboards blown
away in many places. In New Taipei City, sheets of
corrugated metal were blown onto aroad on Friday.

Transport

Roads were closed, train services were suspended and
flights were cancelled, including international
services. Japan Airlines cancelled five international
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flights to and from Taiwan on Friday, TV Asahi
reported.

TSMC

Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Co., the
world's largest contract chipmaker, cancelled a
company sports day that had been planned for
Saturday.

Wher e the storm was

At 8 am. Japan time on Saturday, Champi's centre
was about 50 km north of Y onaguni, the westernmost
island of Japan, which lies about 110 km off Taiwan's
east coast. Taipel wasinside the storm's gale-force
winds, according to the Japan Meteorol ogical

Agency.

Moving away

The agency forecasts that Champi will move
north-north-east across the East China Sea, away
from Taiwan, and weaken to a severe tropical storm
by Sunday morning.

In Japan

On Iriomote the storm brought a gust of 51.7 metres a
second on Friday, the strongest recorded therein
October, and about 15,000 households in Ishigaki,
Taketomi and nearby areas were without power early
on Saturday.

SOCIETY

Man Arrested After aWoman's

Body IsDriven From Chibato a

Car Park in Sendai; HeHintsHe
Killed Her

By Emi Kondo | Society & Local News

Chiba prefectura police have arrested a 28-year-old
man on suspicion of abandoning the body of a
woman he knew in acar park in Sendai, Kyodo News
reported on Saturday.

The man, acompany employee who gives his address
as Matsudo in Chiba Prefecture, was arrested on
Friday. The woman was 30.

The allegation

He is accused of loading the woman's body into a car
in the car park of an apartment building in Ichihara,
Chiba Prefecture, around October 17 to 22, driving it
to acar park in Aoba Ward, Sendai, and abandoning
it there.

His account

He has admitted the charge, telling the police that
there was no doubt he had parked the car with the
body inside and hidden it, according to the police.

Suspicion of killing

He has also made statements suggesting that he killed
her, and the police are investigating his possible
involvement in her death.

Unknown

The police have not said how or when the body was
found.

Presumed innocent

A person who has been arrested is presumed innocent
until convicted.

SOCIETY

Maglev's Kanagawa Station Takes
Shape 30 Metres Underground, a
680-Metre Cavern That Will Not Be
Finished Until About 2030

Large rocks found during excavation delay completion by about
three years
By Emi Kondo | Society & Local News

Central Japan Railway showed the press for the first
time on Saturday the construction site of the
underground platforms of the Kanagawa Prefecture
station, a provisional name, on the Chuo Shinkansen
maglev line.

The station is being built in Midori Ward,
Sagamihara, south of JR Hashimoto Station. The tour
was part of an event co-hosted by Kanagawa
Prefecture, Sagamihara and others.

Thesize

The station is about 680 metres long, up to about 50
metres wide and about 30 metres deep. The platforms
will be on the third underground level, with two
platform faces and four tracks.

Delays

Construction was originally due to be completed in
the spring of 2027. Because unexpectedly large rocks
were encountered during excavation, completion is

now expected around the spring of 2030.

Theline

The maglev lineisto link Shinagawain Tokyo with
Nagoya in about 40 minutes and eventually reach
Osaka. Its opening has been delayed for years by a
dispute over tunnelling in Shizuoka Prefecture, where
work on the section through the Southern Alps has
yet to begin.

Shizuoka

JR Central said this week that tunnelling on the
Shizuoka section could not start until March.

Hashimoto

The new station is expected to transform the
Hashimoto area, which will become a gateway
between western Tokyo and the maglev line.

The technology

The maglev trains float about 10 cm above the
guideway on superconducting magnets and have
reached 603 km/h in tests, aworld record for a
railway vehicle.

SOCIETY

'‘Akita, Not Yet Discovered': A
Campaign That Made a Virtue of
Obscurity Lifts Overnight Stays by
34%, the Fastest Risein Japan

By Naomi Kato | Culture & Society Editor

Akita Prefecture's tourism campaign, built around the
slogan "Akita, not yet discovered”, has drawn far
more visitors than expected, and the prefecture will
now promote its food and its power to soothe for the
winter, Kyodo News reported.

The campaign turns Akita's image as a distant place
that few people know into an advantage, presenting it
as adestination still waiting to be found.

Closer than you think

Initsfirst phase, from May to July, the campaign
stressed that Akitais "actually close": about 60
minutes by air from Tokyo and about 90 minutes
from Osaka.

Coupons

It offered accommodation coupons worth up to
12,000 yen. They were almost all used within a
month, and more were issued because demand was so
strong.

Thenumbers

In June the number of guest nightsin the prefecture
rose 34.4 per cent from ayear earlier, the highest rate
of increase in the country, according to the Japan
Tourism Agency.

Thesurvey

In asurvey of about 3,700 travellers, about 20 per
cent said the campaign had led them to choose Akita
instead of another prefecture, and more than 95 per
cent said they wanted to visit again.

Winter

The next phase, for the winter, will focus on food and
on healing, the theme of rest and relaxation in hot
springs and nature.

What Akita offers

The prefecture is known for its rice and sake,
kiritanpo hotpot, the Namahage folk ritual of the Oga
Peninsula, and hot springs such as Nyuto Onsen.

The challenge

Akita has the fastest-shrinking popul ation of any
prefecture, and attracting visitorsis one of the ways it
hopes to keep its towns and businesses alive.

SOCIETY

Drones Fly Into the Unexplor ed
Depths of Akiyoshido, One of
Japan'sLargest Limestone Caves,
in aFirst for Japan

Mine City and Japan Airlines want new science and new tourism
from the three-year survey
By Naomi Kato | Culture & Society Editor

Mine City in Y amaguchi Prefecture and Japan
Airlines have begun a project to survey unexplored
parts of Akiyoshido, one of the largest [imestone
caves in Japan, with drones, the first time drones
have been used to explore the uncharted areas of a
limestone cave in Japan.

The three-year project aims to increase the cave's
scientific value and its appeal to tourists. For JAL, it
isalso away to create demand for air travel.
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Thefirst flights

Thefirst survey of thisfiscal year was carried out
over two daysin June.

Why drones

Until now cave surveys have been carried out on foot,
with therisk of falls and rockfalls, according to the
city. Drones can gather precise data more safely, in
lesstime and at lower cost.

Protecting the cave

They aso reduce the risk of damaging Akiyoshido,
which is designated a special natural monument by
the national government.

The cave

Akiyoshido lies beneath the Akiyoshidai plateau,
Japan's largest karst landscape of limestone pinnacles
and sinkholes. Its tourist route runs for about a
kilometre past stalactites and terraced pools.

Beyond theroute

Much of the cave system lies beyond the paths open
to visitors, and the drone survey is meant to map
those passages.

Thepartners

JAL provided a photograph of a drone flying inside
the cave. The airline has been involved in regiona
projects that encourage travel to places served by its
flights.

Five Governors Take Ninja,
Kokiriko and Shizuoka Tea to New
York to Woo American Tourists

The National Governors Association holdsitsfirst joint tourism
and export event in the city
By Naomi Kato | Culture & Society Editor

Five prefectural governorstravelled to New Y ork this
week to promote their regions to American travel
companies and media, at the first tourism and export
event in the city in which several governors have
taken part together.

The National Governors' Association held the tourism
seminar on Thursday, attended by about 40
companies, including American travel agencies and
media organisations, Kyodo News reported.

Thegovernors

Shuichi Abe of Nagano, who chairs the association,
Y oshihiro Murai of Miyagi, Hachiro Nitta of
Toyama, Y asutomo Suzuki of Shizuokaand
Katsuyuki Ichimi of Mie promoted their prefectures
in person. Chiba Prefecture also took part.

The show

Shizuoka promoted its green tea, Toyama performed
the folk song and dance Kokiriko, and Mie staged a
ninjashow in the style of Iga. Chiba presented the
attractions around Naritaas a quiz.

The reception
At the reception, Nagano demonstrated how soba
noodles are made and Miyagi pounded rice cakes.

In English

Abe greeted the guestsin English. "'l hope this
becomes an opportunity to discover the many faces of
Japan,”" he said, adding that he looked forward to
welcoming them to the governors' regions.

Exportstoo

Events to promote local specialities and farm
products were scheduled in New Y ork from Friday to
Sunday.

Beyond the big cities

Foreign visitors to Japan have reached record
numbers, but most of them crowd into afew places
such as Tokyo, Kyoto and Osaka. Prefectures
elsewhere are competing to attract visitors and spread
the benefits of tourism more widely.

The American market

The United States is one of the largest sources of
visitors to Japan from outside Asia, and the weak yen
has made trips to Japan cheaper for American
travellers.
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Takashi Hoshizaki, 101, Interned as
a Japanese American and Jailed for
Refusing the Draft, Receivesthe
Order of the Rising Sun

'l want people to learn the history of Japanese Americans,' says
one of the last of the Heart Mountain draft resisters
By Jonathan Mercer | Diplomatic Correspondent

Takashi Hoshizaki, a 101-year-old Japanese
American who was sent to an internment camp
during the Second World War and later jailed for
refusing to be drafted, has received the Order of the
Rising Sun, Silver Rays, from the Japanese
government.

Japan's consul general in Los Angeles handed him the
certificate of the decoration at a ceremony in western
Los Angeles on Friday, Kyodo News reported.

The camp

After Japan's attack on Pear|l Harbor, an order signed
by President Franklin Roosevelt led to the removal of
people of Japanese descent from the American West
Coast. In 1942 Hoshizaki and his family were sent to
the Heart Mountain camp in Wyoming, where more
than 10,000 people were held behind barbed wire.

Thedraft

Japanese Americans were classified as enemy aliens
and barred from military service early in the war.
When the government later began drafting young
men from the camps, Hoshizaki refused in protest at
the treatment of hisfamily and community, and spent
two yearsin prison.

A pardon

The Heart Mountain resisters were among some 300
Japanese Americans imprisoned for refusing the
draft. President Harry Truman pardoned the draft
resistersin 1947.

Telling the story
After the war Hoshizaki devoted himself to passing
on his experience to younger generations.

"I want people to learn the history of Japanese
Americans," he told reporters after the ceremony.

Today
He also criticised the Trump administration's
hard-line immigration policies, Kyodo reported.

An apology

In 1988 the United States formally apologised for the
internment and paid compensation of $20,000 to each
surviving internee under the Civil Liberties Act.

The decoration

The Order of the Rising Sun is awarded by the
Japanese government to Japanese and foreign
nationals for distinguished service, including
contributions to friendship and understanding
between Japan and other countries.

INTERNATIONAL
United Nations Day

By Hana Ito | Research & Archive

OCTOBER 24, 1945: The United Nations Charter
comes into force, the date marked each year as
United Nations Day.

FOUNDING MEMBERS: 51.

MEMBERS TODAY:: 193. The newest, South Sudan,
joined in 2011.

JAPAN: Joined on December 18, 1956, as the 80th
member, after the Soviet Union, which had blocked
its entry, restored diplomatic relations with Japan in a
joint declaration signed that October.

70 YEARS: December marks the 70th anniversary of
Japan's membership.

THE SECURITY COUNCIL: Japan has served 12
two-year terms as a non-permanent member, most
recently in 2023 and 2024.

A PERMANENT SEAT: Japan has long sought one,
together with Germany, India and Brazil.

PEACEKEEPING: The Self-Defense Forces have
taken part in U.N. peacekeeping since 1992,
beginning in Cambodia.

IN TOKY O: The United Nations University hasits
headquarters in Shibuya.

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL: Antonio Guterres of
Portugal, whose second five-year term ends on
December 31.
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The Emperor and Empress with their daughter, Princess Aiko, in a file photo. Under the revised Imperial House Law, which took effect on
Saturday, the princess and other unmarried women of the family will keep their statusif they marry. (File photo: WPM Productions)
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The New Imperial Law Leavesthe Hardest Question for Later: Who Will
Succeed After Prince Hisahito's Generation?

The government and the ruling party are wary of opening the way to a reigning empress, and the Diet promises only to keep considering

it

By Aiko Tanaka | Senior Japan Correspondent

The revised Imperial House Law, which took effect
on Saturday, is designed to keep the imperial family
large enough to carry out its duties. It does not
answer the question that lies behind it: how to secure
the succession to the throne.

Discussion of a stable succession has made little
progress, with the government and the Liberal
Democratic Party wary of anything that might open
the way to afemale emperor, the Y omiuri Shimbun
reported on Saturday.

Threeheirs

Only three people are in the line of succession:
Crown Prince Akishino, 60, the Emperor's younger
brother; his son, Prince Hisahito, 20, auniversity
student; and Prince Hitachi, 90, the Emperor's uncle.
Prince Hisahito is the only member of the imperial
family in his generation who can inherit the throne
under the present rules.

Malelineonly

The law limits the succession to men descended from
emperorsin the maleline. A supplementary
resolution adopted by the Diet with the revision says
that a policy for a stable succession will "continue to
be considered”, without setting a deadline.

Twenty years of debate

In 2005 an advisory panel to Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi recommended allowing women,
and their descendants, to succeed to the throne. The
plan was shelved early in 2006, when Princess Kiko
was found to be pregnant, and Prince Hisahito was
born that September.

2017 and 2021

When the Diet passed the special law allowing
Emperor Akihito to abdicate in 2017, it asked the
government in a supplementary resolution to study a

Japan's Eight Reigning Empr esses,
From Suiko to Go-Sakuramachi,
and Why They Matter to the
Succession Debate

Ten reigns by eight women, all of the male imperial line; the
Imperial House Law of 1889 closed the throne to women, and the
postwar law kept that rule

By Hana Ito | Research & Archive

Japan has had eight reigning empresses, two of whom
reigned twice, making ten reignsin al. Their history
is often cited by both sides of the debate over the
succession, which the revised Imperial House Law
that took effect on Saturday |eaves unresolved.

Suiko

Thefirst was Empress Suiko, a daughter of Emperor
Kinmei and the widow of Emperor Bidatsu, who
reigned from 593 to 628. By tradition, her nephew
Prince Shotoku acted as her regent.

K ogyoku and Saimei

Empress Kogyoku reigned from 642 to 645 and
abdicated after the coup of 645 that overthrew the
main line of the powerful Soga clan. She returned to
the throne as Empress Saimei from 655 until her

stable succession promptly. A government panel
reported in 2021, proposing the two measures now in
the revised law and saying that the order of
succession leading to Prince Hisahito should not be
disturbed.

The public

Opinion polls have consistently shown that most
people in Japan would accept a reigning empress,
Kyodo News noted. Supporters of the male-line
tradition argue that it has been unbroken throughout
the history of the throne and should not be changed.

Empressesin history

Japan has had eight reigning empresses, two of whom
reigned twice, the last of them Empress
Go-Sakuramachi in the 18th century. All belonged to
the male line, and there has never been an emperor
whose claim to the throne came through his or her
mother.

The adoption route

The adoption of men from the former branch
families, now possible, is meant in part to widen the
pool of male-line heirsin future, since sons born to
an adopted man after his adoption would be in the
line of succession.

Thewishes of the family

The Imperial Household Agency has said it will act
while fully taking the wishes of the family into
account. Whether anyone is adopted, and when,
remains unknown.

death in 661, the first person to reign twice.

Jito

Empress Jito, a daughter of Emperor Tenji and the
widow of Emperor Tenmu, reigned from 690 to 697
and moved the capital to Fujiwara-kyo in 694.

Genmei and Gensho

Empress Genmei, who reigned from 707 to 715,
moved the capital to Heijo-kyo, in present-day Nara,
in 710. She was succeeded by her daughter, Empress
Gensho, who reigned until 724, the only time one
reigning empress has been followed directly by
another.

Koken and Shotoku

Empress Koken, a daughter of Emperor Shomu,
reigned from 749 to 758 and returned to the throne as
Empress Shotoku from 764 to 770. She isthe only
woman to have been formally named crown prince.
Her favour for the Buddhist monk Dokyo, whom an
oracle was said to have named as afit successor,
provoked acrisisin 769.

A gap of 859 years

No woman reigned again until Empress Meisho, a
daughter of Emperor Go-Mizunoo and of a daughter
of the shogun Tokugawa Hidetada, who cameto the
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throne as asmall child in 1629, when her father
abdicated in a dispute with the shogunate, and
reigned until 1643.

Go-Sakuramachi

The last reigning empress was Empress
Go-Sakuramachi, a daughter of Emperor
Sakuramachi, who took the thronein 1762 after the
death of her younger brother, Emperor Momozono,
whose son was still asmall child. She abdicated in
favour of that nephew, Emperor Go-Momozono, in
1771.

Themaleline

All eight empresses were descended from emperors
in the male line, and none passed the throne to a child
fathered by a man from outside the imperial line.
Several were widows of emperors, and severa
reigned until amale heir came of age.

Closing thethrone

The Imperial House Law of 1889, adopted with the
Meiji Constitution, limited the throne to men in the
male line for thefirst time in law. The postwar
Imperial House Law of 1947 kept that rule.

The debate today

Supporters of allowing awoman to reign point to the
eight empresses as proof that women have held the
throne. Supporters of male-line succession reply that
the empresses were al of the male line and were
mostly regarded as temporary, and that a woman's
reign is adifferent question from passing the throne
through the female line, which has never happened.

SOCIETY

Two of the Crested | bises Released
on the Noto Peninsula Are Found
Dead, Probably Killed by Wild
Animals

By Naomi Kato | Culture & Society Editor

Two of the Japanese crested ibises released on the
Noto Peninsula on October 7 have died, Ishikawa
Prefecture said on Friday. Wild animals are believed
to have preyed on them, but the bodies were badly
damaged, making the cause of death difficult to
establish.

The crested ibis is designated a special natural
monument.

Thebirds

Both were males, aged 2 and 13, according to the
prefecture.

GPS

The location data from their GPS transmitters
stopped changing on October 18 and 19 respectively.
Prefectural and local staff searched and on Friday
morning found the bodies near amountain forest in
Nanao and near farmland in Nakanoto.

Theothers

No abnormalities have been found in the other 25
released birds.

Honshu'sfirst

The Noto Peninsulawas the site of the first release of
ibises on Honshu, in May, and the October release
was the second.

The comeback

The wild crested ibis died out in Japan in 2003, and
the birds now living in the wild descend from ibises
bred in captivity from birds given by China. Releases
began on Sado Island in Niigata Prefecture in 2008.

Noto

The releases are also meant to encourage the recovery
of the Noto Peninsula, which was devastated by an
earthquake and floods in 2024.

SOCIETY

Y amakoshi Remembersthe Chuetsu
Earthquake 22 Years On, With a
Moment of Silence at 5:56 p.m.

By Emi Kondo | Society & Local News

A memorial ceremony was held on Friday in the
former village of Y amakoshi, now part of Nagaokain
Niigata Prefecture, to mark 22 years since the Niigata
Chuetsu earthquake of 2004.

Those attending observed a moment of silence at 5:56
p.m., the time the earthquake struck.

Thetoll

The earthquake killed 68 people, five of them in the
Y amakoshi area.

A memory

A 53-year-old company employee from Nagaoka
recalled that on the day he was travelling home from
the city of Niigata when the road was closed. A
police officer told him of another route, and he
eventually reached home. "'l was very anxious
because | couldn't contact my family," he said.

Thememorial park

At Myoken Memorial Park, built beside aroad along
the Shinano River where a slope collapsed, atable
was set up for offerings, and visitors laid flowers.

Therescue

During the disaster a car carrying a mother and her
two children was buried by the landslide there. Only
the young boy was rescued, about 92 hours after the
earthquake, in arescue watched across the country.

Thevillage

The whole village of Y amakoshi was evacuated after
landslides cut it off. Its residents returned over the
following years, and the village merged into Nagaoka
in 2005.

The Shinkansen

The earthquake also derailed a Joetsu Shinkansen
train in service, the first such derailment, though no
one on board was seriously hurt.

Remembering

Annual ceremoniesin the region keep alive the
lessons of a disaster that showed how earthquakes
can isolate mountain communities.

SOCIETY
Around the Nation

By the Society Desk

BICYCLES: Children who fall from bicycles can be
seriously hurt by the end of the handlebar striking the
abdomen, and such injuries can be worse than they
look, the Asahi Shimbun reported, urging parents to
seek medical care after any heavy blow.

MAIZURU: The Y oshiwara district of Maizuru in
Kyoto Prefecture, known as "the Venice of the East”
for its houses facing a canal lined with fishing boats,
isto be selected as an important preservation district
for groups of traditional buildings, the Asahi
reported.

FIREWORKS: The Tokyo Bay Grand Fireworks
Festival is being revived after 11 years even though it
costs four times as much as before, the Asahi
reported in alook at how the organisers made it
possible.

WAKAYAMA: Wakayama Prefecture, a major
fruit-growing area, is stepping up measures against
the red-necked longhorn beetle, an invasive insect
that killsfruit trees, including nets that stop it laying
eggs, the Sankei Shimbun reported.

SHINJUKU: Robot rubbish bins patrol the world's
busiest railway station, the Asahi Shimbun's English
edition reported.

FUKUSHIMA: Voters elect agovernor on Sunday,
and Naha elects a mayor.

TAIWAN: The adventurer Y ohei Tanaka has set out
to cross "Taiwan's 100 peaks', saying he wants to
feel Taiwan with hisfeet, the Asahi reported.

KAMAGASAKI: A group in Osaka's Kamagasaki
district, home to many day |abourers, has for more
than 14 years held send-offs for people who die
aone, for amembership fee of 100 yen amonth,
Kyodo News reported.

CHIBA: A man was arrested over the transport of a
woman's body to Sendai.

NOTO: Two released crested ibises were found dead.

HOKKAIDO: A railway photographer was arrested
for cutting down atree beside the Senmo Line.

TOTTORI: A wind turbine caught fire at the base of
one of its bladesin Kotoura at about 11:25 a.m. on
Saturday, after a passer-by called the fire brigade. No
one was hurt.
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A Kyushu Shinkansen train, in a file photo. The Hisatsu Orange Railway took over the old coastal main line between Yatsushiro and Sendai when
the bullet train opened in 2004, and reopened in full on October 13 after the July earthquake. (Photo: Japan Rail)
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Back on Its Feet After the Quake, the Hisatsu Orange Railway Warns T hat
Repeated Disasters Threaten Its Survival

The July earthquake damaged the line in 105 places at a cost of about 550 million yen; seven in ten riders are students

By Emi Kondo | Society & Local News

The Hisatsu Orange Railway, which links Kumamoto
and K agoshima prefectures along the coast of the

Y atsushiro Sea, reopened its whole line on October
13, just short of three months after an earthquake in
July forced it to stop running.

But its president, Nakamura, warned in an interview
that repeated natural disasters and long suspensions
would make the company's finances "quite severe".

The damage

The earthquake damaged the line in 105 places,
deforming the track and damaging platforms. The
total cost, including replacement buses, is about 550
million yen.

The money

The national and local governments are providing
support, but the interest on loans taken out until the
subsidies are paid is a burden on the company.

Third time

The line had already been suspended for long periods
after the heavy rain of July 2020 and after record rain
in August last year. The company was still working
to recover the revenue it lost to last year's floods
when the earthquake struck.

"I was incredibly shocked," Nakamura said of the
timing.

SOCIETY

A Mural of Sadako Sasaki and Her
Paper CranesisUnveiled in a
Villagein Central Italy

By Naomi Kato | Culture & Society Editor

A mural honouring Hiroshima and Sadako Sasaki, the
girl who folded paper cranes whileill from the effects
of the atomic bombing, has been unveiled in Aielli, a
village in the Abruzzo region of central Italy, Kyodo
News reported.

The mural was unveiled on Thursday.

Thetitle
Itiscalled "Fold, fold, and fold again”. In it, a paper
crane flies out from the face of agirl and turnsinto a
real bird.

Theartist

It was painted by the Italian artist Kote, whose real
name is Antonio Cotecchia.

Mazda

The Italian subsidiary of the Hiroshima carmaker
Mazda proposed the mural, which was made as part
of an outdoor art project that the village is promoting.

Sadako

Sadako was two when the atomic bomb was dropped
on Hiroshimain 1945. She developed leukaemiaten
years later and, while in hospital, folded paper cranes
in the hope of recovering. She died on October 25,
1955, at the age of 12, 71 years ago on Sunday.

A symbol

Her story made the paper crane a worldwide symbol
of peace. The Children's Peace Monument in
Hiroshima's Peace Memorial Park, inspired by her, is
hung with strings of cranes sent from around the
world.

The students

About 70 per cent of the railway's passengers are
high school and other students. "They really need the
railway," he said.

L essons from the buses

Running replacement buses reminded the company of
the railway's advantages in punctuality and in
carrying many people at once.

Theplan

The company will now concentrate on encouraging
people who live aong the line to use it, for hospital
visits and shopping as well as commuting.

A third-sector line

The Hisatsu Orange Railway is owned jointly by
local governments and private investors. It took over
the coastal section of the old KagoshimaMain Line
between Y atsushiro and Sendai when the Kyushu
Shinkansen opened in 2004, and runs on aroute that
JR no longer operates.

Hinagu

The July earthquake also hit Hinagu, in Y atsushiro,
where the area's only supermarket has closed and a
190-year-old cultural property collapsed, as reported
this week.

Aidli
The small hill village has become known for its

murals, painted on the walls of its houses by artists
from Italy and abroad.

SPORTS

‘Just Be Yourself': Torre Sends
Matsui His Advice as Baseball
Welcomesthe New Giants M anager,
and Fujikawa Hails'Godzilla-sama'

The Yankees wish their former slugger well in his'new chapter’;
rival managers say hisarrival will liven up the game
By Kenji Tanaka | Sports Desk

Joe Torre, who managed Hideki Matsui with the New
Y ork Yankees, had ssimple advice for hisformer
player as he takes charge of the Y omiuri Giants. be
yourself.

"Just be yourself,” Torre told reportersin Milwaukee
on Friday before the first game of the World Series.
"Personaly, | always valued keeping the feelings |
had as a player. He should be able to use his
experience as a player too."

Two influences

At hisinaugural news conference on Friday, Matsui
named two managers who had influenced him: the
late Shigeo Nagashima, his first manager with the
Giants, and Torre.

Thejob

Asked about managing a club with as much tradition
and pressure as the Giants, Torre said the manager's
job was to put the team in the position where it had
the best chance of winning, asit was at the Y ankees.

New York
The Y ankees posted a message on X wishing Matsuli
success in his"new chapter”.
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Godzlla-sama

In Japan, the reaction from rival clubs was warm.
Kyuji Fujikawa, the manager of the Hanshin Tigers,
responded with half-joking delight. "Godzilla-samais
coming from New Y ork to Tokyo," he said. "Having
an opponent to take onis, first of al, apleasure.”

Therivalry

Hanshin battled the Giants for the pennant until late
in the season and became the first team in the club's
history to win the Central League two years running.
It isaiming for athird. "The battle between managers
will be very important in the pennant race," Fujikawa
said. "I'm looking forward to it, because now there'sa
reason to take them on."

Kudo

Kimiyasu Kudo, who will manage the Chunichi
Dragons from next season and was Matsui's
teammate with the Giants, said it was very exciting to
face Matsui in his own first year as a manager and
that the appointment would liven up professional
baseball.

Kuriyama and Y oshii

Hideki Kuriyama, who led Japan to victory in the
2023 World Baseball Classic, said that baseball was
really getting exciting, and that this was good.

Y oshii, the Rakuten manager, said Matsui was
popular in Japan and that he hoped to work hard to
promote the game.

The contract

Matsui, 52, signed a three-year contract and will wear
No. 90, the number worn by Nagashima. He returns
to the club he left after the 2002 season to join the

Y ankees, with whom he was named the most
valuable player of the 2009 World Series.

SPORTS
Scor eboard

By the Sports Desk

FIGURE SKATING, GRAND PRIX OF FRANCE,
WOMEN'S SHORT PROGRAM: 1, Y una Aoki
(Japan) 76.31; 2, Anastasiia Gubanova (Georgia)
72.63; 3, Ami Nakai (Japan) 70.66. 8, Rion
Sumiyoshi (Japan) 61.10.

ICE DANCE, RHYTHM DANCE: 1, Laurence
Fournier Beaudry and Guillaume Cizeron (France)
82.56.

GYMNASTICS, WORLDS, WOMEN'S
ALL-AROUND: 1, Skye Blakely (United States)
55.733; 2, Lyudmila Roshchina (Russia); 3, Ke
Qingin (China). 5, Aiko Sugihara (Japan) 54.765; 15,
Rina Kishi (Japan) 52.632.

GOLF, BERMUDA CHAMPIONSHIP, DAY 2: 1=,

Kensei Hirata and Chandler Blanchet 129 (-13). 13,
Ren Y onezawa (-9).

LPGA, BMW LADIES CHAMPIONSHIP, DAY 2:

6=, Chisato Iwai and Yuri Y oshida 135 (-9), four
behind Ryu Hae-ran.

SPEED SKATING, NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIPS: Men's 500m, Wataru Morishige
34.72; women's 500m, Y ukino Y oshida 37.61.
BUNDESLIGA: Stuttgart 2, Borussia
Monchengladbach 3 (Machino).

PREMIER LEAGUE: Ipswich Town 1, Nottingham
Forest 1.

B PREMIER: Tokyo SR 95, Osaka 71; Ryukyu 93,
Gunma 85; Shiga 89, Nagasaki 85.

SHOGI, RYUO MATCH, GAME 2: Sota Fujii beat
Shinichiro Hattori; Fujii leads 2-0.

GO, OZA MATCH, GAME 1: Kotaro Fukuoka beat
Ryo Ichiriki.

UNIVERSITY BASEBALL, KANSAI: Kwansei
Gakuin 13, Kindai 5; Kwansal Gakuin win the
league.

MLB, WORLD SERIES, GAME 1: Milwaukee

Brewers 3, Tampa Bay Rays 2; Brewerslead 1-0. W:
Misiorowski. L: Martinez. S: Megill.

SPORTS

M achino's Second Goal of the
Season Gives Gladbach Their First
Win; Maeda Comes Off the Bench
in Ipswich's Draw

By Haruto Yamamoto | Sports Reporter

Shuto Machino scored the goal that put Borussia
Monchengladbach ahead in a 3-2 win at Stuttgart in
the Bundesliga on Friday, his second goal of the
season, as Gladbach won for the first time this

season.

Machino struck six minutes into the second half, with
the score at 1-1, and was substituted in the 84th
minute.

Uno and Hashioka

Zento Uno set up Gladbach'sfirst goal, and he and
Daiki Hashioka played the full match.

England

In the Premier League, Daizen Maeda came on in the
73rd minute for Ipswich Town against Nottingham
Forest with the score at 1-1, and the match ended in a
draw.

Machino

Machino, aforward who was in Japan's squad at the
2022 World Cup, joined Gladbach from Holstein
Kidl.

The weekend

Several other Japanese players are in action in Europe
over the weekend, including in the Bundesliga, the
Premier League and LaLiga.

SPORTS

L ovcen Bidsto Become Japan's
Ninth Triple Crown Winner in
Sunday's Kikuka Sho, With
Lemaire and Take Seeking to Stop
Him

By Keniji Tanaka | Sports Desk

Lovcen, the winner of the Satsuki Sho and the
Japanese Derby, will try to complete the Triple
Crown in the 87th Kikuka Sho at Kyoto Racecourse
on Sunday, bidding to become only the ninth horsein
Japanese racing history to win all three races.

The race, the Japanese equivalent of the St. Leger, is
run over 3,000 metres on the outer turf course, with
post time at 3:40 p.m. The winner receives 200
million yen.

Thefavourite

Lovcen, ason of World Premiere trained by Haruki
Sugiyama and ridden by Kohel Matsuyama, has won
hislast two races by small margins, the Derby and
the Kobe Shimbun Hai, one of thetrials for the
Kikuka Sho, according to the Japan Racing
Association.

Eight before him

St. Lite was the first horse to win the Triple Crown,
in 1941, and Contrail the most recent, in 2020. The
others were Shinzan, Mr. C.B., Symboli Rudolf,
Narita Brian, Deep Impact and Orfevre.

Therivals

Danon History, a haf-brother to Danon Beluga
trained by Noriyuki Hori, isridden by Christophe
Lemaire, who has won the race in each of the past
three years and five timesin all. The colt won his
latest race over 2,600 metres at Sapporo.

Going to Sky, a son of Contrail who finished fourth
in the Derby, isridden by Y utaka Take, who has also
won the Kikuka Sho five times. The colt has two
wins from six starts.

Ask Edinburgh, ridden by Y asunari Iwata, has had
several near misses, including the Satsuki Sho and
the Derby, in which he finished half a second behind
Lovcen.

Other nominees

Among the other nominees, Justin Chicago, a son of
Suave Richard, won the St. Lite Kinen at odds of 50
to 1 after stepping up from the one-win class.
Majorelle Bleu, another son of Contrail, ridden by
Keita Tosaki, has won his last three races. Audacia
was third in the St. Lite Kinen, and Basse Terre,
ridden by Yuga Kawada, third in the Derby.
Missing

Altramuz misses the race with an injury to his|eft
hind leg.

Thefield

Twenty-one colts were nominated for a maximum of
18 places, and no fillies were nominated. Colts carry
57 kilograms.

Therecord

The race record is 3 minutes 1.0 seconds, set by Toho
Jackal in 2014. Four favourites have won in the past
ten years, the most recent being Energico last year.
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Yokohama DeNA BayStars players toss a teammate into the air in celebration, in a fileimage. DeNA, champions in 2024 after finishing third, open
the Japan Series against SoftBank at Yokohama Stadium on Saturday evening. (File photo: WPM Productions)
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| shida Faces Uwasawa as the Japan Series Opens Tonight at Y okohama
Stadium, With Both Teams' Pitchers Batting

SoftBank seek a second straight title and DeNA a repeat of their 2024 upset; all the games are free to stream on TVer

By Kenji Tanaka | Sports Desk

The SMBC Japan Series opens at Y okohama Stadium
at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday, with Y utaro Ishida starting
for the Y okohama DeNA BayStars against Naoyuki
Uwasawa of the Fukuoka SoftBank Hawks.

The managers, Aikawa of DeNA and Hiroki Kokubo
of SoftBank, shook hands after their meeting in
Y okohama on the eve of the series.

The DeNA starter

Ishida, aright-hander in histhird professional season,
was drafted in the fifth round in 2023. He haswon 5
games and lost 8 this season with an earned run
average of 2.91, striking out 117 battersin 120 2/3
innings, abig improvement on his 3.57 last year.

The SoftBank starter

Uwasawa, also aright-hander, spent yearsin the
rotation of the Nippon-Ham Fighters and pitched in
the major leagues before joining SoftBank in 2025.
He has won in double figures in both of his seasons
with the club, going 10-4 this year with an ERA of
2.39 and 129 strikeouts in 135 1/3 innings.

No designated hitter

The first two gamesin Y okohama are played under
Central League rules, without the designated hitter,
so both starters will bat. When to take a pitcher out
for a pinch hitter with runners on base could be one
of thefirst decisions of the series.

The format

Games 3to 5 are at Mizuho PayPay Domein
Fukuoka, where the designated hitter is used, and

Brewers Edge Rays 3-2in Game 1
of the World Series as Misiorowski
Outpitches Former Nippon-Ham
and SoftBank Right-Hander
Martinez

By Haruto Yamamoto | Sports Reporter

The Milwaukee Brewers beat the Tampa Bay Rays
3-2in Game 1 of the World Seriesin Milwaukee on
Friday night, local time, holding on after the Rays
scored in the ninth inning to take the lead in a series
between two clubs that have never won the title.

The Brewers scored twice in the first inning against
Nick Martinez, who pitched in Japan for
Nippon-Ham in 2018 and 2019 and for SoftBank in
2020 and 2021, and added a run in the seventh.

Misior owski

Jacob Misiorowski, the Brewers' starter, allowed one
run on four hits over five innings, striking out three
and walking one on 78 pitches, and was credited with
thewin.

Thebullpen

Abner Uribe and Aaron Ashby followed with three
scorel ess innings between them, Ashby striking out
three in an inning and two-thirds. Trevor Megill gave
up arun on two hits and awalk in the ninth before
closing out the game for the save.

At the plate

William Contreras had two hits and drove in arun,
Jackson Chourio had two hits, an RBI and arun
scored, and Christian Y elich tripled and drovein a
run. David Hamilton doubled.

Martinez

Martinez pitched five innings and gave up two runs
on five hits, striking out five, and was charged with
the loss. The Rays used five pitchers. Steven Matz

Games 6 and 7, if needed, return to Y okohama

How they got here

SoftBank won the Pacific League for the third year
running and swept through its Climax Seriesfinal.
DeNA, third in the Central League, won six straight
Climax Series games, beating the Giants and then the
champions Hanshin.

History

The teams met in the 2024 Japan Series, when
DeNA, also third in the regular season, lost the first
two games and then won four in arow for itsfirst
titlein 26 years. SoftBank is seeking its 13th
championship, including those won as Nankai and
Daiei, and asecond in arow; DeNA itsfourth,
including those won as the Taiyo Whales and

Y okohama BayStars.

Watching
All the games will be shown on terrestrial television
and streamed free on TVer, NPB said.

The weather

Rain isforecast in the Kanto region on Saturday. A
decision on whether to play will be made at the
stadium.

walked three in an inning and two-thirds, and the
Brewers' run in the seventh was charged to him.

The Rays

Liam Hicks drove in both Tampa Bay runs without a
hit, in the fourth and the ninth. Jonathan Aranda had
three hits and scored arun, and Chandler Simpson
had two hits.

The Rays went hitlessin six at-bats with runnersin
scoring position, while the Brewers had two hitsin
eight.

Never champions

The Brewers have reached the World Series once
before, in 1982, when they lost to the St. Louis
Cardinasin seven games. The Rayslost in 2008 to
the Philadelphia Phillies and in 2020 to the Los
Angeles Dodgers.

What comes next

Game 2 isin Milwaukee on Saturday evening, local
time, which is Sunday morning in Japan. The series
then moves to the Rays home for Game 3 on Monday
and Game 4 on Tuesday, local time, with Game 5
there on Wednesday if it is needed.

Aoki Leadsthe Grand Prix of
France With a Personal Best in the
Short Program; Nakai IsThird
After Popping Her Axel

The Four Continents champion scores 76.31; Fournier Beaudry
and Cizeron lead theice dance

By Haruto Yamamoto | Sports Reporter

Y una Aoki, the reigning Four Continents champion,
took the lead in the women's short program at the
Grand Prix of France in Angers on Friday with a
personal best of 76.31 points, as the Grand Prix series
opened.

Ami Nakai, the bronze medallist at the Milan Cortina
Winter Olympics and the defending championin
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France, was third with 70.66, 5.65 points behind
Aoki, after popping her planned triple axel.

Second place

Anastasiia Gubanova of Georgiawas second, 3.68
points behind Aoki.

Sumiyoshi
Rion Sumiyoshi had a slow start and was eighth with
61.10.

Practice

Nakai had landed two triple axelsin official practice
on Thursday, and said she had good memories of the
event, which she won last season on her Grand Prix
debut.

Theice dance

Laurence Fournier Beaudry and Guillaume Cizeron
of France led the rhythm dance with 82.56 points.

Thefinal

The Grand Prix series has six events, and the top six
skaters in each discipline over the series qualify for
thefinal, to be held in Chongqging, China, from
December 10 to 12.

Thefree skate
The women's free skate is on Saturday, local time.

New rules

Thisisthe first season under International Skating
Union rule changes intended to reduce the number of
jumps and reward artistry.

Race Walker Koki Ikeda's
Four-Year Doping Ban Is
Overturned, Reopening HisRoad to
the Los Angeles Olympics

The Court of Arbitration for Sport finds his abnormal blood values
were caused by his physiology, not doping
By Kenji Tanaka | Sports Desk

The Court of Arbitration for Sport overturned the
four-year ban imposed on the race walker Koki Ikeda
for adoping violation, it announced on Friday,
accepting his appeal in full and allowing him to
return to competition immediately.

Ikeda, 28, of Asahi Kasei, won the silver medal in the
men's 20 km race walk at the Tokyo Olympicsin
2021. The ruling reopens the possibility, which had
seemed remote, of competing at the 2028 Los
Angeles Olympics.

The suspicion
I keda had been suspected of blood doping.

The evidence

He submitted medical evidence, including expert
opinions, arguing that he had not committed any
violation, and attended a hearing in May.

Thefinding

The court found that his blood values were abnormal
but concluded that they resulted from his
physiological characteristics rather than from blood
doping.

Thetimeline

Ikeda was notified of the suspected violation in June
2024 by the Athletics Integrity Unit, the independent
body that handles doping cases for World Athletics.
The ban was formally announced in February 2025.

Hisreaction

In astatement issued through histeam, Ikeda said he
had faced the case squarely to protect his rights and
his career as an athlete, and that he would use the
experience to approach competition sincerely and
respond with results.

The biological passport

Cases of thiskind are often built on the athlete
biological passport, which tracks blood values over
time and flags unusual variations, and athletes have
argued that natural variation can be mistaken for
doping.

Japan'swalkers

Japan has been one of the strongest nations in race
walking, and Ikeda was among its leading figures
before the ban.
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Sugihara Finishes Fifth in the
World All-Around Final, 0.267
Points From a M edal, After the Best
Vault of the Field

Skye Blakely of the United States wins her first world title; Kishi
falls on the beam and is 15th

By Haruto Yamamoto | Sports Reporter

Aiko Sugiharafinished fifth in the women's
al-around final at the World Gymnastics
Championshipsin Rotterdam on Friday, 0.267 points
away from amedal, as Skye Blakely of the United
States won her first world title.

Sugihara, 27, scored 54.765 points. She had been
only 21st in qualifying, but scores from qualifying do
not carry over to the final.

The best vault

Sugihara scored 14.266 on vault, the highest of the
competition, and 13.400 on floor, the second best.

The medallists

Blakely won with 55.733. Lyudmila Roshchina of
Russia was second and 16-year-old Ke Qingin of
Chinathird.

Kishi
RinaKishi fell on the balance beam and finished 15th
with 52.632.

Sugihara's career

Sugihara competed for Japan at the 2016 Rio de
Janeiro Olympics and is one of the most experienced
members of the women's team.

Themen

Daiki Hashimoto won the men's al-around title on
Thursday for the fourth time in arow, matching a feat
that only Kohei Uchimura had achieved.

Next

The championships continue with the individual
apparatus finals over the weekend.

SPORTS

Kensel Hirata Shoots a Bogey-Free
64 to Sharethe Lead in Bermuda;
lwai and Y oshida Are Four Back in
Korea

By Haruto Yamamoto | Sports Reporter

Kensel Hirata shot a seven-under-par 64 with seven
birdies and no bogeys in the second round of the
Bermuda Championship on Friday, moving from
11th place into a share of the lead.

Hiratais 13 under par on 129 at Port Royal Golf Club
in Southampton, Bermuda, level with Chandler
Blanchet of the United States.

The other Japanese

Ren Y onezawa slipped to 13th at nine under par.
Takumi Kanaya was 63rd at five under and made the
cut.

Thefall series

The tournament is part of the PGA Tour's autumn
series, in which players compete for places and status
for next season.

Weekend
The third round is played on Saturday, local time, and
the tournament ends on Sunday.

Korea

In the BMW Ladies Championship at Pine Beach
Links in Haenam, South Korea, Chisato Iwai shot 66
and Yuri Y oshida 69 on Friday to share sixth place at
nine under par on 135, four shots behind the leader,
Ryu Hae-ran of South Korea.

Therest

Akane lwai shot 67 to move to six under and a share
of 15th. Nasa Hataoka was five under and tied 23rd,
Minami Katsu two under and tied 45th, and Ayaka
Furue one under and tied 56th. Rio Takeda was 75th
and Erika Hara 80th.

Y oshida
Y oshida had shared the first-round lead with Karis
Davidson of Australia after a 66 on Thursday.

At home

The Fortinet Players Cup in Chiba and the Masters
GC Ladiesin Hyogo continue on Saturday and finish
on Sunday .
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Shoki Oda pitches for Japan, in afile photo. The Yokohama High School right-hander, the Giants' first pick, wantsto play in the United States;
Hideki Matsui said on Friday that he could become the best pitcher in the world. (File photo: WPM Productions)
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Matsui Says Oda Could Become 'the Best Pitcher in the World' and the
Draft GaveHim aThrill HeHad Not Felt in Years

The Giants first pick, who wants to play in America, would find an environment 'found only at the Giants', the new manager says

By Haruto Yamamoto | Sports Reporter

Hideki Matsui, the new manager of the Y omiuri
Giants, said on Friday that the club had been given
the chance to sign a player who could become the
best pitcher in the world, referring to Shoki Oda, the
Y okohama High School right-hander chosen with its
first pick in Thursday's draft.

"We have been given the chance that we might be
ableto sign a player who could become the best
pitcher in the world,” Matsui said at hisinaugura
news conference at a Tokyo hotel.

America

Oda has said he wants to begin his professional
career in the United States rather than in Japan, and
the Giants decision to pick him anyway drew wide
attention.

Watching on television

Matsui said he had watched the draft on television
and had not known the club's choice in advance. "For
thefirst timein along while, it gave me athrill,” he
said.

Thepitch to Oda

"The Giants have awonderful environment that is
found only here," Matsui said. "If hejoins, | think the

Fujii Wins Again to Lead the Ryuo
Match 2-0; Fukuoka Beats I chiriki
in the First Game of HisFirst Oza
Challenge

By Kenji Tanaka | Sports Desk

Sota Fujii won the second game of the 39th Ryuo
shogi title match against Shinichiro Hattori in
Mishima, Shizuoka Prefecture, on Friday, taking a
2-0 lead in the best-of-seven series.

Fujii, 24, playing second, won in 132 moves.

Six titles

Fujii holds six magjor titles: Meijin, Oza, Kisei, Kio,
Osho and Ryuo. He is seeking a sixth straight Ryuo
title.

The challenger

Hattori, 27, a 7-dan professional, is seeking hisfirst
magjor title. Game 3 ison November 3and 4 in
Kyoto.

Go

In go, the challenger Kotaro Fukuoka, 20, who holds
the Honinbo title, beat the defending champion Ryo
Ichiriki, 29, by resignation after 207 movesin the
first game of the 74th Ozatitle match in Minato
Ward, Tokyo, on Friday. Fukuoka played black.

I chiriki

Ichiriki holds the Meijin and Tengen titlesas well as
the Oza, and is seeking hisfirst defence of the Oza
title.

Next

The best-of-five go match continues with the second
game on November 4 in Hadano, Kanagawa
Prefecture.

Seven titles

The Ozais one of the seven mgjor titlesin Japanese
go, along with the Kisei, Meijin, Honinbo, Tengen,
Gosei and Judan.

club will consider the best plan for him."

Negotiations
Matsui did not say clearly whether he would take part
in the negotiations with Oda.

The pitcher
Odasfastball, clocked at 156 km/h, set arecord at the
summer Koshien tournament this year.

A familiar path

Matsui himself was drafted by the Giants out of high
school, from Seiryo High School in Ishikawa
Prefecture, after the club won alottery for himin
1992, and went on to become one of the most
successful Japanese hittersin the major leagues.

Thedecision

Under the rules, the Giants hold the right to negotiate
with Oda, but heis free to decline and pursue a career
abroad.

The Ryuo

The Ryuo is one of the two most prestigioustitlesin
shogi, alongside the Meijin, and carries the largest
prize money.

Japan Play Fiji in theUnion's
Centenary Match at
Chichibunomiya; '"We Carry the
Hopes of Those Before Us," Says
Kamimori

A second straight win over Fiji would be Japan'sfirst since 1994;
the women play Wales in a double-header
By Kenji Tanaka | Sports Desk

Japan play Fiji at Chichibunomiya Rugby Stadiumin
Tokyo on Saturday in atest match celebrating the
100th anniversary of the founding of the Japan Rugby
Football Union.

The team held itsfinal training session at the stadium
on Friday, wearing a special, mainly white jersey for
the occasion.

A great honour

"It isagreat honour,” said the prop Kamimori of
Tokyo Bay. "l will fight carrying the feelings of the
people who brought us to the 100th anniversary." He
said the forwards planned to push hard at every
scrum and that he was confident.

Theweight of the day
The full-back Matsunaga of Musashi said he felt the
weight of the occasion.

Therecord

Japan beat Fiji in September, and a second
consecutive victory over them would be the first
since 1994.

The captains
Warner Dearns and Naoto Saito share the captaincy.
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A double-header

Japan's women play Wales at the same stadium on
Saturday, making the day a double-header for the
national teams.

Theunion

The Japan Rugby Football Union was founded in
1926. Chichibunomiya, in Tokyo's Aoyama district,
isthe traditional home of rugby in Japan.

Thefuture

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi told World Rugby
this week that Japan wanted to host the World Cup
again in 2035, after staging the tournament in 2019.
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Morishige Winsthe 500 Metres
Again and Yoshida Takesa Third
Straight Title asthe National
Distance Championships Open

By Haruto Yamamoto | Sports Reporter

Wataru Morishige, the bronze medallist at the 2022
Beijing Winter Olympics, won the men's 500 metres
at the All-Japan Single Distance Speed Skating
Championships at M-Wave in Nagano on Friday in
34.72 seconds, his second titlein arow and third in
all.

Tatsuya Shinhama, sixth at the Milan Cortina
Olympics, missed the race with an injury.

Thewomen

Y ukino Y oshida, a member of the Milan Olympic
team, won the women's 500 metresin 37.61 seconds,
her third straight title. Kurumi Inagawa was second.

A teenager

In the men's 5,000 metres, an 18-year-old from
Koumi High School in Nagano Prefecture won his
first titlein 6 minutes 21.52 seconds, beating his
older brother, aMeiji University student, into second
place.

The 3,000 metres

Momoka Horikawa of Fujikyu won the women's
3,000 metresin 4 minutes 10.33 seconds, repeating
last year's victory.

The season

The championships, which serve as selection for the
World Cup series, open a season that runs through the
winter.

M-Wave

The M-Wave oval was built for the 1998 Nagano
Olympics and remains the main venue for speed
skating in Japan.

CULTURE

Nobuhiko K obayashi, Chronicler of
Japan's Comedians and Author of
‘Uranari', Diesat 93

The novelist and critic edited a mystery magazine before writing
comic novels, film criticism and decades of columns
By Naomi Kato | Culture & Society Editor

Nobuhiko Kobayashi, the novelist and critic whose
book "Nihon no Kigekijin" (The Comedians of
Japan) traced the lineage of the great comic
performers of the Showa era, died of multiple organ
failure at ahospital in Tokyo at 11:31 am. on
October 19. He was 93.

His funeral was held privately with close relatives.
The chief mourner was his eldest daughter.

A Tokyo childhood

Kobayashi was born in 1932 in Ryogoku, in Tokyo's
old downtown, and graduated in English literature
from Waseda University.

Mysteries

He became the editor-in-chief of Hitchcock
Magazine, which published translated mystery
fiction, before becoming a full-time writer. Two of
his early stories were nominated for the Akutagawa
Prize.

The comedians

"The Comedians of Japan", his study of performers
from the stage and screen of the Showa era, won him
the Minister of Education's Art Encouragement Prize
for New Artists and became a standard work on
Japanese comedy.

Thenovels

His novels ranged from comic fiction, including the
yakuza parody "Kargjishi Kabushiki Gaisha', which
was made into a film, and the Oyoyo series of
humorous adventures, to more personal works about

Tokyo and its people.

Uranari

His novel "Uranari", which retold Natsume Soseki's
"Botchan” from the point of view of one of its minor
characters, brought him the Kikuchi Kan Prizein
2006.

The columns

He wrote essays and film and theatre criticism for
decades, including the long-running column "Honne
wo Moseba' (To Be Honest), whose instal ments were
collected in a series of books by the publisher
Bungeishunju.

A witness

K obayashi saw the golden age of Japanese film
comedy and television variety shows at first hand and
wrote about many of the performers as people he
knew, giving his books a value as history aswell as
criticism.

Thetributes

His death comes days after that of the novelist Ryu
Murakami, who died on October 17 at the age of 74.

More Than 80 Works by Turner
From the Tate Go on Show in Ueno,
Set Beside Contemporary Art

The National Museum of Western Art's exhibition runs until
February 21; students enter free for two weeks in November
By Naomi Kato | Culture & Society Editor

An exhibition of the work of JM.W. Turner, the
British painter of light, storms and sea, opens at the
National Museum of Western Art in Ueno Park,
Tokyo, on Saturday.

"Turner: Painting the Sublime, in Dialogue with
Contemporary Art" brings together more than 80 oil
paintings, watercolours and other works from the
Tate in London, which holds the world's largest
collection of hiswork.

The sublime

The works are grouped by theme rather than in strict
chronological order, focusing on the idea of the
sublime, the awe that landscapes of mountains,
storms and the sea can inspire, which was central to
Turner's art.

Then and now

The exhibition places Turner's works beside
contemporary art, examining how hisinterest in light,
nature and the sublime connects with artists of |ater
generations.

The painter

Turner, who lived from 1775 to 1851, was one of the
most important figuresin British painting. His late
works, in which forms dissolve into light and colour,
are often seen as anticipating Impressionism and
abstraction.

The organisers

The exhibition is organised by the museum, the Tate,
the Asahi Shimbun and TV Asahi. It isdueto travel
to Osakain 2027, according to the Asahi Shimbun.

Opening hours

It is open from 9:30 am. to 5:30 p.m., and until 8
p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays, with last admission
30 minutes before closing. It is closed on Mondays,
on November 24, from December 28 to January 1 and
on January 12.

Tickets

General admission is 2,400 yen, or 2,200 yenin
advance. University students pay 1,500 yen and high
school students 1,100 yen. Junior high school
students and younger enter free.

Discounts

University and high school students enter free from
November 4 to 19 with a student ID, and visitors
aged 65 or older receive 400 yen off a general ticket
at the counter until November 8. Tickets include
same-day admission to the permanent collection.

The museum

The museum'’s main building was designed by Le
Corbusier and is part of a World Heritage listing of
his architectural work.
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Today's Professional Puzzle — Constructed by James O'Neill — 78 Words

.

Solution will appear in tomorrow's edition. Puzze difficulty: Professional.
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ACROSS
4. Soseki novel it retold (7)

12. What In-fa's name means (9)

16. Chibacity in the body case (8)

descend (7)

(6)

37. Thefirst reigning empress (5)

39. British defence secretary (9)

Islands (4)

35
i . . .

i . ..

.

. . i

daughter married into (11)

43. Cave explored by drone (10)

54. Mac OS X 10.3 (7)
55. Club Gladbach beat 3-2 (9)

64. Apparel brand of & ST (10)

.

(10)

74. American sharing that lead (8)

8. Name shared by two Alaska candidates (8)
11. Oil stock that rose on Friday (7)

14. Line completed across Americain 1861 (9)

17. Party projected to win 21 seats (6)
18. House from which the 11 former families

19. Contractor running the trading system (10)
22. Word shouted in the prank calls (8)
25. Government warning system off Area Mail

26. Trump's word for the $5,000 payments (8)
28. City of the Komon Manyu Marathon (4)

38. Incoming Chunichi manager (4)

40. Typhoon No. 31, formed near the Marshall
41. Former house Emperor Showa's eldest

42. Watch dealer assessed 580 million yen (5)

44. Carmaker that proposed the mural (5)

45. Naha mayor seeking re-election (6)

47. Bird released on the Noto Peninsula (4)
49. German chancellor due on Wednesday (4)
50. Documentary about Edward Snowden (11)
52. Strait where heavy rain may persist (8)

60. Georgian second in the short program (8)
61. Retired sightseeing train in Kushiro (7)

67. Territory that gave the name In-fa (5)

68. Marshal killed at Baikonur in 1960 (7)
70. Race walker cleared by sport court (5)
71. Test range of the 1960 missile disaster (8)
72. Drone whose wing was raised off Tottori

73. Iriomote site of the 51.7 m/s gust (5)

75. Card company cutting 5 per cent (4)

DOWN

1. First recipient of the climate damage fund (5)

2. FIFA president backed by Asia (9)

3. Tokyo hospital still taking measures (9)

5. Railway photographers (9)

6. Former internee, 101, decorated (9)

7. Magazine, which he edited (9)

9. City with about 11,000 homes in the dark (8)

10. City with arecord 104.5 mm in an hour (6)

13. Prefecture netting alonghorn bestle (8)

15. City with the canal-side Y oshiwara district
(7)

20. Kind of low Champi is forecast to become
(13

21. 500 m champion again (9)

23. Peak where two bodies were found (10)

24. The question the new law leaves for later
(10)

27. Windows __, released in 2006 (8)

28. Nation offered help with an inter-island ship
(10)

29. Go-___, thelast reigning empress (11)

30. Freed reporter who decried 'hostage
diplomacy' (11)

31. Where that railway meetsthe old main line
(10)

32. Japanese skater eighth after one day (9)

33. What Anthropic said had seriously failed (9)

34. City of the maglev station (10)

35.Le___, architect of the museum (9)

36. Lawmaker who called Al urgent for drafting
)

46. Reserve where the fire began (6)

47. City of the eight-minister meeting (8)

48. Peace signed on October 24, 1648 (10)

51. London lender of more than 80 works (4)

53. NASA administrator (8)

56. Service streaming the series free (4)

57. Trump's next target after Iran (4)

58. Airliner that last flew commercially in 2003
()

59. Former manager who told Matsui to be
himself (5)

62. Occupied town of alocal ceasefire (7)

63. Itsdirector (7)

65. Capsule in the summer 2027 docking test (5)

66. Buyers recruited by brokers (5)

68. City where one was found dead (5)

69. Activist held 20 hours at Haneda (4)

Asian Football Backs Infantino for
Another Term at FIFA, and Japan
| s Expected to Follow

By Kenji Tanaka | Sports Desk

Sheikh Salman bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa, the president
of the Asian Football Confederation, declared his
support on Friday for Gianni Infantino's re-election as
president of FIFA, at an extraordinary congress of the
confederation held in Tokyo.

Infantino, who is seeking another term in the FIFA
election next March, was present.

"Your leader ship'

"I support you and your leadership,” Salman said. He
said he did not know whether all the member
associations would follow, but that he was confident
his support reflected "the feelings of the majority of
members’.

Japan

Tsuneyasu Miyamoto, the president of the Japan
Football Association, told reporters afterwards that
Japan would still consider its own position, but that
aligning with the AFC was its basic stance.

Europe
UEFA, the European confederation, is expected to
put forward arival candidate in the election.

Thevotes

Each of FIFA's more than 200 member associations
has one vote, which gives large confederations such
as Asia's considerable weight.

Infantino

Infantino has led FIFA since 2016. His tenure has
included an expansion of the World Cup to 48 teams,
starting with this year's tournament in North America.

Tokyo SR Win Their Eighthin B
Premier; Osaka Marvelous and
SAGA Hisamitsu Start the SV

L eague With Three Straight Wins

By Haruto Yamamoto | Sports Reporter

Tokyo SR beat Osaka 95-71 in basketball's B Premier
on Friday to improve to eight wins and three losses,
one of three games played at venues including Ookini
Arena Maishimain Osaka.

Osakafell to one win and nine losses.

Ryukyu
Ryukyu beat Gunma 93-85.

Shiga
Shiga beat Nagasaki 89-85 to reach five wins and
five losses, while Nagasaki fell to four and seven.

B One

In B One, the second tier, Fukuoka beat Tokyo Z
81-65 and Hachioji beat Tokyo United 73-70, the
Asahi Shimbun reported.

Volleyball

In the women's SV League, Osaka Marvelous and
SAGA Hisamitsu, which beat Denso, both won 3-1,
at venues including Kariya City Gymnasium in Aichi
Prefecture, to make it three wins from three for both
teams.

The new leagues

B Premier, the new top division of Japanese
basketball, began this season with stricter standards
for arenas and attendance. The SV League, launched
in 2024, isthe top level of Japanese volleyball.

Kwansel Gakuin Win the Kansai
Student Baseball L eague for the
First Timein Four Seasons With a
Seven-Run Rally

By Kenji Tanaka | Sports Desk

Kwansei Gakuin University won the Kansai Student
Baseball League on Friday for thefirst timein four
seasons, beating Kindai University 13-5 at Wakasa
Stadium Kyoto.

It was the university's 18th leaguetitle, including
those won under the league's earlier format.

Tied on points

Kwansei Gakuin and Kansai University both finished
with four points, and Kwansel Gakuin took the title
on winning percentage.

The comeback

Trailing 5-4 in the seventh inning, Kwansei Gakuin
scored seven runs to take control of the game.
Miyahara hit two home runs among four hits and
drovein fiveruns.

On the mound

lida came on in the sixth inning and pitched four
scorelessinnings for hisfifth win of the season. He
was named the most valuable player and the best
pitcher.
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Therest

Ritsumeikan beat Doshisha 4-3 to finish third. Kindai
finished fourth, Doshishafifth and Kyoto University
sixth. Saito of Doshisha won the batting title with an
average of .436.

Next

The league champion goes on to the regional
qualifying for the Meiji Jingu Tournament, the
national autumn tournament for university teams.

SPORTS
Sportsin Brief

By the Sports Desk

BASEBALL: The Japan Series opens at Y okohama
Stadium at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday, and Game 2 ison
Sunday.

WORLD SERIES: The Milwaukee Brewers beat the
Tampa Bay Rays 3-2 in Game 1 in Milwaukee on
Friday, local time. Game 2 is on Saturday evening
there, Sunday morning in Japan.

MARATHON: A record 12,994 runners have entered
the 11th Mito Komon Manyu Marathon, which starts
at 9 am. on Sunday, the Sankei Shimbun reported.

HORSE RACING: The Kikuka Sho, the last leg of
the Triple Crown, isrun at Kyoto on Sunday, with
Lovcen bidding to become the ninth Triple Crown
winner.

PARA SPORTS: The Aichi-Nagoya Asian Para
Games close on Saturday.

RUGBY : Japan play Fiji and Japan's women play
Wales at Chichibunomiya on Saturday.

FIGURE SKATING: The women's free skate at the
Grand Prix of Franceison Saturday, local time.

GOLF: The Fortinet Players Cup and the Masters GC
Ladies finish on Sunday.

SPEED SKATING: The national single distance
championships continue at M-Wave in Nagano over
the weekend.

SHOGI: Game 3 of the Ryuo match is on November
3and 4 in Kyoto.

FOOTBALL: The AFC's president backed Gianni
Infantino for another term at FIFA.
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CULTURE
Culturein Brief

By the Culture Desk

SHOSOIN: The 78th Shosoin Exhibition opens at the
Nara National Museum on Saturday, with treasures
from the imperial repository, some shown for the first
time.

TURNER: The Tate's Turner exhibition opens at the
National Museum of Western Art in Ueno on
Saturday and runs until February 21.

KOBAYASHI: The novelist and critic Nobuhiko
Kobayashi has died at 93.

MURAKAMI: The Asahi Shimbun devoted its
front-page column, Tensai Jingo, to the novelist Ryu
Murakami, who died last week.

SADAKO: A mural of Sadako Sasaki and her paper
cranes was unveiled in Aidlli, central Italy.

ORDER OF CULTURE: The awards are presented at
the Imperial Palace on November 3, Culture Day.

BOOKSHOPS: About 60 per cent of respondentsto a
Y omiuri Shimbun poll said they expected
government measures to revive bookshops to increase
their number.

AKI1YOSHIDO: Drones have begun surveying
unexplored parts of the limestone cave in Y amaguchi
Prefecture.

MAIZURU: The canal-side Y oshiwara district of
Maizuru isto be protected as a district of traditional
buildings, the Asahi reported.

FIREWORKS: The Tokyo Bay Grand Fireworks
Festival isto return after 11 years, the Asahi reported.

LE CORBUSIER: The National Museum of Western
Art, home to the Turner exhibition, isone of Le
Corbusier's buildings on the World Heritage list.

NOH: Yuichi Kano, 30, a Tokyo-based shite actor of
the Kita school with ties to Kumamoto, will become
the school's 18th head at a succession performance at
the National Noh Theatre on March 20, the
Kumamoto Nichinichi Shimbun reported.
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The New Imperial Law Buys Time. It Must Be Used With Carefor
the Family, Candour With the Public and the Courageto Settle the

Succession

Allowing princesses to keep their status and opening the door to adoption are sensible steps that honour the throne's long tradition. But
they are a means to an end, not the end itself, and the Diet should not treat its promise to ‘continue to consider' the succession as

permission to stop
By Samantha Ortiz | Editorial Page Editor

On Saturday the revised Imperial House Law came
into force, and with it one of the most significant
changes to the rules governing Japan's imperial
family since the postwar law was enacted in 1947.
From today a princess who marries will remain a
member of the family, rather than leaving it as every
woman before her under that law has had to do. And
for the first time since the law was written, men
descended in the male line from the 11 branch houses
that left the family in 1947 may be adopted into it,
with the approval of the Imperial House Council.

The law was enacted in July after years of
deliberation, and it has taken effect without
ceremony. That isfitting. The changes it makes are
practical rather than dramatic, and their purposeisa
modest one: to make sure that there are enough
members of the imperial family to carry out the
duties the nation asks of them. But the quietness of
the moment should not disguise its importance, nor
the questions that the law |eaves open.

A family too small for itsduties

The imperial family now has 16 members. Several of
them are elderly, and five are unmarried women who,
until Saturday, faced the prospect of leaving the
family on marriage, as their aunts and cousins did
before them. Each departure removed not only a
person but a share of the work: the ceremonies at the
palace and the shrines, the visits to disaster areas and
hospitals, the patronage of charities and cultural
bodies, the receptions for foreign guests and the
journeys abroad that strengthen Japan's friendships.

Those duties have not shrunk. If anything, the
public's expectations have grown. When Princess
Aiko travels to Singapore next month on her second
official visit abroad, or when the Emperor and
Empress visit Osaka in November, they carry out
work that no politician or diplomat can do in quite the
same way. The imperia family isasymbol of the
unity of the people, asthe Constitution says, and a
symbol that cannot be seen cannot unite anyone.

Thefirst change in the law addresses this directly. A
princess who marries now keeps her title and her
place. Her husband and her children do not become
members of the imperial family, and their details are
recorded in the ordinary family register, so the
change does not create a new line of imperial descent.
It smply allows women who have grown up in the
family, and who know its duties better than anyone,
to continue to share them.

It is hard to see a principled objection to that. The old
rule, under which a princess lost her status on
marrying a commoner, was a product of particular
circumstances, not alaw of nature. Keeping women
of the family in public life recognises both their
contribution and the reality of afamily that can no
longer afford to lose its members one by one.

The adoption route

The second change is more delicate. Men descended
in the male line from the former branch houses may
now be adopted by members of the imperial family.
An adopted man would not himself be in the line of
succession, according to the government's
explanation, but sons born to him after his adoption
would be.

The houses in question, from Fushimi and Kan'in to
Higashikuni and Takeda, left the family in October
1947 under the reforms of the occupation, which
stripped the imperial household of most of its assets
and of the means to support its branches. Fifty-one
people became ordinary citizens overnight. They did
not leave because they had ceased to be part of the
imperial lineage; they left, in large part, because the
occupation's reforms had removed the means of
keeping them within it.

Seen in that light, opening a door through which their
descendants may return is not an innovation but a
partial restoration. Several of the houses were bound
closely to the main line by marriage: Empress Kojun,
the mother of the Emperor Emeritus, was born into
the Kuni house, and daughters of Emperor Meiji
married into four of the others. Supporters of the
male-line tradition have argued for years that thisis

the most natural way to widen the pool of potential
heirs while keeping the principle by which the throne
has passed from father to son, or within the male line,
for aslong as there are records.

This page shares the view that the tradition deserves
respect. A line of succession that has passed through
the male line for so many centuriesis not amere
technicality to be discarded because it has become
inconvenient. Continuity is the essence of a
hereditary monarchy, and the monarchy's authority
restsin no small part on the sense that it connects the
present with a past that no single generation created
and no single generation should casually overturn.

The questions the law does not answer

Y et respect for tradition is not the same as
complacency, and the law should not be mistaken for
asolution. Itis, at best, away of buying time.

Consider the facts. Only three people are now in the
line of succession: Crown Prince Akishino, who is
60; his son, Prince Hisahito, who is 20; and Prince
Hitachi, the Emperor's uncle, who is 90. Prince
Hisahito is the only member of his generation who
can inherit the throne under the present rules. The
future of the institution rests, to an uncomfortable
degree, on one young man and on whether, many
years from now, he has a son.

The adoption system could change that, but only if
descendants of the former houses are willing to give
up their private lives and join the family, and only if a
member of the family iswilling to adopt them. No
candidate has been named. The Imperial Household
Agency has said that it will act while fully taking into
account the wishes of the family, and nothing about
who might be approached has been made public.
Kyodo News reported on Saturday that preparations
were going ahead out of public view, and that the
public's reaction to the first adoption could not be
predicted.

That uncertainty isthe heart of the matter. A system
that depends on the willingness of individuals who
have lived as ordinary citizens for generations may
work, or it may not. If it works, the line of succession
will widen in ageneration or two. If it does not, the
country will find itself, some years from now, facing
the same question it faces today, with fewer options
and lesstime.

The promiseto keep considering

When the Diet passed the revision, it adopted a
supplementary resolution saying that a policy for a
stable succession would "continue to be considered".
The phraseisfamiliar. A similar resolution
accompanied the special law that allowed Emperor
Akihito to abdicate in 2017, and the government's
expert panel reported in 2021. The panel proposed
the two measures now in force and said that the order
of succession leading to Prince Hisahito should not
be disturbed. On the central question of what happens
beyond him, it said little.

The Yomiuri Shimbun reported on Saturday that
discussion of a stable succession has stalled, with the
government and the Liberal Democratic Party wary
of anything that might open the way to afemale
emperor. That caution is understandable, and it
reflects a sincere conviction among many
conservatives that a change to the rules of succession
would break the thread that binds the throneto its
history. But caution is not a policy. A promise to
"continue to consider”" a question is honourable only
if the consideration actually continues, and the Diet
has now made that promise more than once.

The empress question

It isworth being clear about what isand is not at
stake. Japan has had reigning empresses before: eight
of them, two of whom reigned twice, the last in the
18th century. Every one of them belonged to the male
line, and there has never been an emperor whose
claim to the throne came through his or her mother.
Those who defend the present rules argue that the
principle at stake is descent in the male line rather
than the sex of the monarch, pointing to the
empresses of the past, all of whom were of that line.
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Opinion polls, meanwhile, have shown for years that
most people in Japan would accept areigning
empress, and many would accept afemale-line
succession as well. Princess Aiko, the Emperor's only
child, iswidely admired. It would be foolish to
pretend that the public's view does not matter. The
Constitution says that the Emperor derives his
position from the will of the people, with whom
resides sovereign power. A monarchy that loses the
affection of the people it symbolises has lost
something no law can restore.

Thereisagenuine tension here, and it cannot be
wished away. On one side is atradition of
extraordinary length that many regard as the very
essence of the throne. On the other is a public that
would, by and large, welcome change, and a
demographic reality that makes the present rules
precarious. Reasonable people disagree about how to
resolve it. What they should not do is pretend that it
will resolve itself.

What the Diet should do
We would urge three things.

First, the Diet should set atimetable for its continued
deliberation, rather than leaving the matter
open-ended. The leaders of the two houses have
convened talks among the parties before; those talks
should resume with a clear goal and a date by which
the parties will state their positionsin public. The
guestion of the succession is too important to be
decided by default, and too sensitive to berushedin a
crisis. Thetimeto settleit is now, while thereis still
time.

Second, the debate should be conducted in away that
respects the tradition and the people at once. Those
who favour preserving the male line should explain
how the adoption system will be made to work, and
what they would propose if it does not. Those who
favour opening the throne to women, or to the female
line, should explain how such a change would be
reconciled with the history that gives the monarchy
its authority. Both should resist the temptation to turn
the imperia family into a symbol of their own
political causes.

Third, the government should be as open with the
public as the dignity of the family allows. The
members of the imperial family are not public
officials who can be questioned in the Diet, and their
private lives deserve protection. But the rules that
govern the institution belong to the nation, and the
nation is entitled to understand how they will be
applied. If an adoption is to take place, the reasons,
the process and the role of the Imperial House
Council should be explained clearly. Secrecy breeds
rumour, and rumour has done the family great harm
in recent years.

Thefamily's own wishes

That last point deserves emphasis. The members of
the imperia family cannot speak freely about their
own futures. They cannot campaign, petition or vote.
Decisionsthat will shape their lives, whom they may
marry, whether they may stay in the family, who may
join it, are made for them by politicians.

The agency's assurance that it will respect their
wishesiswelcome, but it carries an obligation. The
princesses who will now remain in the family after
marriage did not ask for the rules to change; they
inherited the change, as they inherited their titles.
They should be supported in the duties they take on,
and their husbands and children, who will livein a
strange position at the edge of the institution, should
be protected from the intrusion that has followed
members of the family who married commonersin
the past.

The same s true of any man who agrees to be
adopted. He will be giving up a private life for a
public one, with al the scrutiny that entails, and he
will do so knowing that he himself will never reign.

If he comes forward, he deserves respect for his sense
of duty, not suspicion or ridicule.

The council'sresponsibility

Any adoption will need the approval of the Imperial
House Council, a body of 10 chaired by the prime
minister and made up of two members of the imperial
family, the speakers and deputy speakers of both
houses of the Diet, the prime minister, the grand
steward of the Imperial Household Agency, the chief
justice and another justice of the Supreme Court. Itis
designed to bring together the political, judicial and
imperia authorities of the state on matters that touch
the foundations of the institution.

That composition is a strength, but it also carriesa
duty. The council should not act as a rubber stamp. If
it is asked to approve an adoption, it should satisfy
itself that the man concerned has entered the family
freely, that the adopting member of the family
consents fully, and that the arrangement serves the
institution rather than any faction. And the public
should be told, in as much detail as decency allows,
how it reached its decision.

Thereview in 30 years

The Y omiuri Shimbun reported that the law provides
for the adoption system and the rules on women's
status to be reviewed about every 30 years,
depending on the number of members of the family.
The government has said that this does not rule out
changes before then.

Thirty yearsisalong timein politics and a short time
inthelife of an institution that countsits history in
centuries. It is sensible to review a new system once
its effects can be seen. But the succession question
cannot wait three decades. By then Prince Hisahito
will be 50, and the choices available to the country
will be narrower than they are today.

Why it matters beyond the palace

It may be objected that these are questions for a small
circle of experts and that ordinary people have more
pressing concerns: the cost of living, the safety of
their children, the typhoon that has just battered the
Sakishima Islands. That is true, and the imperial
family itself would probably be the first to say so.

But the monarchy is not only a matter of ceremony.
In times of disaster, the Emperor's visits to
evacuation centres have offered akind of comfort
that no government can provide. In diplomacy, the
family's visits abroad have helped to heal wounds that
politicians could not reach. And at moments of
national grief or celebration, the family gives the
country afocus that stands above party and faction.
Japan is fortunate to have such an institution. It
would be careless to let it wither for want of a
decision.

What other monar chies have done

Japan is not the only monarchy to have faced such
guestions, and it isinstructive to see how others have
answered them. Sweden changed itsrulesin 1980 so
that the eldest child inherits the throne regardless of
sex, and Crown Princess Victoriais now heir. The
Netherlands, Norway, Belgium and Denmark made
similar changes, and Britain followed in 2013 for
those born after 2011.

Those changes were made by monarchies whose
traditions are different from Japan's. Their royal
houses have passed through female lines before, and
their dynasties have changed names with marriages.
Japan's throne is distinguished precisely by the
unbroken line its defenders cherish. The European
example does not oblige Japan to follow; it does
show that monarchies can change the rules of
succession without losing the affection of their
people, if the change is made deliberately and with
broad consent.

The lesson for Japan is not that it must copy Europe.
It isthat the decision, whatever it is, must be made in
time, in public and with care, rather than forced by
circumstance when the line of succession has grown
so thin that there are no good options left.

The lesson of 2006

Japan has been close to adecision before. In 2005 an
advisory panel to Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi
recommended opening the throne to women and their
descendants, and the government prepared a bill.
Early in 2006 Princess Kiko was found to be
pregnant, the bill was shelved, and Prince Hisahito
was born that September to national rejoicing.

The birth was ablessing, but it also alowed the
political world to set the question aside for two
decades. The same thing must not happen again. A
single birth cannot secure an institution for ever, and
the country should not again stake the future of the
throne on the hope that events will make a decision
unnecessary.

A tradition that has adapted before

The history of the throne is not one of unchanging
stasis. The institution has survived civil wars, the rule
of shoguns, the upheavals of the Meiji era, defeat in
war and the occupation that followed. It has survived
because, at critical moments, those responsible for it
found ways to preserve what was essential while
adapting what was not. The challenge now isthe
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same: to distinguish what must be preserved from
what can change, and to have the honesty to say
which iswhich.

The revised law makes a start. It keeps the women of
the family in public life and opens a path by which
descendants of the old branch houses may return.
Those are sound measures, consistent with the
tradition and with the needs of the present. But they
are a beginning, not an end. The harder question
remains, and the Diet has twice promised to address
it.

The duty of the present generation

Every generation of Japanese inherits the throne from
those who came before and passesit on to those who
follow. The duty of the present generation is not to
solve every problem the future may bring, but to
make sure that the institution reaches the next
generation in good health, with its foundations secure
and its legitimacy unquestioned.

On Saturday the country took a step towards meeting
that duty. The step was modest, and it was right. Now
the politicians who took it should finish the work

they began, with care for the family, candour with the
public and the courage to settle the question they
have so far preferred to postpone.

A note on the coming months

The family's public calendar continues as the new law
takes effect. Princess Aiko's visit to Singapore from
November 17 to 21, approved by the Cabinet on
Friday, will mark 60 years of diplomatic relations
between the two countries. The Emperor and
Empress will visit Osaka on November 14 and 15.
These are the occasions on which the public sees the
family at work, and they are areminder of why the
question of its future matters to everyone.

ANALYSIS

Ending the Petrol Subsidy Is Right.
Doing It Slowly, Predictably and
With an Eyeon Rural Driversisthe
Way to Do It

By William | Senior Political Analyst

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi isright to look for a
way out of the petrol subsidy. The payments, which
have held the price of regular petrol near 170 yen a
litre since March, have no end date and no ceiling.

Every rise in crude oil makes them more expensive.
With New Y ork crude above $103 a barrel and
fighting between the Houthis and Saudi Arabia
threatening further disruption, the cost will only
grow.

A subsidy of this kind made sense as an emergency
measure when prices spiked. It makes much less
sense as a permanent feature of the budget.

It sends money to everyone who buys fuel, rich and
poor alike, and it blunts the price signal that
encourages people and businesses to use less. It also
binds the government to pay whatever the oil market
demands.

The approach reported this week, letting the price rise
by 3 to 5 yen alitre a month towards about 180 yen,
issensible. A gradual, predictable path gives
households and businesses time to adjust and avoids a
sudden jump at the pump.

Announcing the schedule in advance matters as much
asthe size of each step. Uncertainty invites hoarding
and resentment; a clear timetable invites planning.

Two cautions arein order. Thefirst isthat the burden
of higher fuel pricesfallsunevenly. In citieswith
good public transport, arise of 10 yen alitreisan
inconvenience. In rural areas, where acar isthe only
way to reach a hospital or a supermarket, itisareal
cost, and some of the money saved should go to
targeted help for those who have no alternative.

The second istiming. The government is also
considering resuming subsidies for electricity and gas
over the winter. Heating is a necessity, so thelogicis
defensible, but it should be explained clearly, or it
will look as though money is simply being moved
from one pocket to another.

The broader lesson is that Japan cannot subsidiseits
way out of dependence on Middle Eastern oil. The
lasting answers are energy efficiency, a stable mix of
nuclear and renewabl e power, and secure supply
routes guarded with our allies.

The subsidy bought time. That time should be used.

ELSEWHERE IN TODAY'S PAPER
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Two Carriers Have Switched Off
Partsof Their Emergency Alertsin
Two Days. Warnings That Save
Lives Need More Than One Pipe

By Maya Suzuki | Technology Correspondent

On Friday morning SoftBank stopped sending
emergency alert mail until Monday. By Friday
evening NTT Docomo had stopped sending J-Alert
messages, river flood forecasts and municipal
evacuation information through its Area Mail service,
with no date set for their return.

Both decisions were linked to the work of dealing
with the flaws in the programming language PHP.

Thereis no reason to doubt that the carriers acted in
good faith. A compromised aert system could be
worse than none at all: imagine a false tsunami
warning sent to millions of phones.

Taking systems offline to check and fix them was, in
narrow terms, a responsible choice.

But the episode exposes a design weakness that
should worry everyone. Emergency alerts are not an
ordinary service. They are part of the country's safety
infrastructure, as important in their way as sirens and
seawalls.

They were switched off as Typhoon Champi lashed
the Sakishima Islands, where evacuation orders
covered the whole of Ishigaki and Miyako, and as a
front threatened heavy rain from Kyushu to Kanto.

The lesson is not that the carriers were wrong to act.
It isthat the systems should never have beenin a
position where acting meant going silent.

Critical services need redundancy: a second path that
can carry warnings when thefirst is being repaired,
software that can be patched without being switched
off, and clear rules on who decides to suspend a
public safety service and how the public istold.

The internal affairs ministry has begun studying how
carriers should protect their systems against attacks
made more dangerous by Al. That study should
include a simple requirement: earthquake, tsunami
and evacuation warnings must keep flowing, by one
route or another, whatever else is switched off.

In the meantime, the advice is the same as aways.
Keep aradio. Know your municipality's other
channels. And do not wait for a phone to tell you to
move to safety.

ANALYSIS

Deterrencein Okinawa Depends on
the Consent of the People Who Live
There. The U.S. Must Keep Its
Forcesin Line

By Michael Hayes | Political Correspondent

Two pieces of news from Kadena Air Base this week
belong together, even if they appeared separately.

Thefirst isthat the U.S. Typhon missile launcher,
which can fire Tomahawk cruise missiles, has moved
from Kanoyain Kagoshimato Kadena, where it will
be stored.

China and Russia have objected, whichisa
reasonable indication that the system doeswhat it is
meant to do: complicate the plans of anyone
contemplating aggression in the region. Japan's
security depends on deterrence, and deterrence
depends on capabilities that an adversary must take
serioudly.

The second is that the Air Force's 18th Wing at
Kadena has banned junior airmen from drinking and
brought their curfew forward to 10 p.m., after aU.S.
serviceman was arrested on suspicion of robbery and
murder following awoman's death in a Naha hotel.

U.S. forcesin Okinawawere already in the middle of
a 30-day "reflection period”, and two airmen were
caught breaking its curfew within days.

Those who support the aliance, as this page does,
should be the first to insist that these two stories are
connected.

The bases in Okinawa exist to protect Japan,
including the people of Okinawa. They can do so
only with areasonable degree of public acceptance,
and every crime committed by a service member
erodesit.

The United States should treat discipline asa
strategic matter, not a public relations exercise. That
means | asting measures, prompt cooperation with
Japanese investigators and visible accountability
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when things go wrong.

The Japanese government, for its part, should press
for those measures firmly, and explain to Okinawans
why systems such as Typhon matter to their own
safety.

Deterrenceis built from missiles and aircraft. It is
sustained by trust.

ANALYSIS

Suicides Are Falling, but Not
Among Children. Schools and
Hospitals M ust Stop Missing the
Signs

By Aiko Tanaka | Senior Japan Correspondent

Thereisrea good newsin this year's white paper on
suicide. The number of people who took their own
livesin 2025 fell to 19,188, the lowest since records
began and the first time below 20,000.

Twenty years after the Basic Act on Suicide
Countermeasures, sustained effort by government,
employers and volunteers has hel ped thousands of
people, above all middie-aged and older men.

But the same report contains the most troubling
figure of al. Suicides among elementary, junior high
and high school students rose to 538, arecord for the
second year running.

Among junior high and high school girlsthe increase
was especially sharp, and the white paper admits that
the warning signs among the young are hard to see.

The usual measures do not reach children well.
Campaigns aimed at workers, debt counselling and
help for the unemployed do not address the problems
at home, at school and with health that the white
paper identifies as the most common motives among
the young.

Two findings point to where action is needed. Among
people treated in emergency centres for self-harm,
most were women, many harmed themselves
repeatedly, and only about one in five of those
admitted to hospital was connected to support
afterwards.

A hospital visit after self-harm is a moment when
help can be offered, and it is too often being wasted.

Schools, too, must do more than distribute |eaflets.
Teachers need time and training to notice when a
pupil changes, and schools need counsellors who are
available every day, not once a week.

Thefall in the overall number shows that suicide can
be prevented. The rise among children shows that
prevention has not yet reached those who need it
most.

Anyone who is struggling can call 0570-064-556, and
children can call the 24-hour line, 0120-0-78310.

ANALYSIS

Germany Isa Natural Partner for
Japan. Merz'sVisit Should Produce
Concrete Cooper ation on Defence
and Supply Chains

By Jonathan Mercer | Diplomatic Correspondent

When Chancellor Friedrich Merz arrivesin Tokyo on
Wednesday for hisfirst visit to Japan, he will find a
partner with which Germany has more in common
than either country has often acknowledged.

Both are export-driven manufacturing democracies
that depend on open sea lanes and imported energy.
Both are exposed to American tariffs and to an
aggressive competitor in China.

Both spent the decades after the Second World War
building pacifist traditions, and both are now
rearming because their neighbourhoods have become
more dangerous. And both rely on an American
security guarantee that has become less predictable.

Cooperation has grown. German warships and
aircraft have visited the Indo-Pacific, and about 100
German personnel took part in a casualty evacuation
drill with Japanese and American forces at Irumaon
Friday.

But much of the relationship remains declaratory.

The joint document the two governments are reported
to be considering should be more than alist of shared
values.

Three areas deserve concrete commitments. The first
isdefence industry: if Germany is serious about
joining the next-generation fighter programme that
Japan shares with Britain and Italy, as Britain has
said it would welcome, the terms should be explored
quickly.

The second is supply chainsfor critical minerals,
semiconductors and batteries, where coordinated
stockpiles and investment would reduce dependence
on China

The third isinformation sharing on cyberattacks,
which this month has shown to be a threat to both
countries' companies and public services.

Japan'sinterest is clear. A Europe that takesits own
defence seriously, and that sees the Indo-Pacific as
connected to its own security, is good for Japan.

Germany is the indispensable country in that Europe,
and Merz'svisit isachanceto treat it as one.

ANALYSIS

One Hacked Mail Service, Many
Victims: Companies Cannot
Outsource Their Responsibility for
Customers Data

By Ethan Cole | Business & Markets Editor

Thisweek asingle breach at Blastmail, a newsletter
service run by Rakus Lite Cloud, exposed the email
addresses of subscribersto Tokyo Metro, NHK
Publishing, the Environment Ministry and a news site
run by Kyodo News.

At lwal Cosmo Securities, an intruder entered the
online trading system through aflaw in the settings of
amanagement function run by an outside contractor,
and trades were made in five customers' accounts.

The common thread is outsourcing. Companies and
public bodiesincreasingly hand their systems to
specialist providers, often for good reasons: the
providers have expertise and economies of scale that
their clients lack.

But the arrangement creates two problems. The first
is concentration. When one provider serves hundreds
of clients, asingle breach can expose all of them at
once.

The second is accountability. lwai Cosma's chairman
apologised this week, but he also said that the matter
fell within the expertise of the system company.
Customers who lost money will not care whose
expertise it was.

The principle should be simple. A company that
collects a customer's data, or holds a customer's
money, is responsible for protecting it, whoever runs
the system.

That means auditing providers, demanding evidence
of security rather than promises, and planning for a
provider'sfailure.

It also means compensating customers promptly
when things go wrong, and pursuing the provider
afterwards if necessary.

Regulators can help by making clear that outsourcing
does not dilute responsibility, and by requiring firms
in sensitive industries, such as finance and transport,

to report on how they oversee their providers.

Kyodo News noted this week that questions of
responsibility and compensation in the recent
breaches are heading for the courts. It would be better
if companies settled them first.

TheHisatsu Orange Railway Has
Been Knocked Out Three Timesin
Six Years. Rural LinesNeed a
Disaster Safety Net

By Emi Kondo | Society & Local News

The Hisatsu Orange Railway reopened its whole line
on October 13, three months after an earthquake
damaged it in 105 places. It was aremarkabl e effort
by a small company.

It was also the third long suspension in six years,
after the heavy rain of July 2020 and record rain in
August last year.

The company's president warned this week that
repeated disasters would make its finances "quite
severe". About 550 million yen in damage, including
the cost of replacement buses, is a heavy blow for a
third-sector railway whose riders are mostly students.

The national and local governments help with
reconstruction, but the company must borrow in the
meantime, and the interest isits own burden.

Thisis not a story about one line. Across Japan, local
railways run on thin margins through areas exposed
to earthquakes, typhoons and increasingly intense
rain.

The weather agency said this week that warming
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probably added about 20 per cent to this summer's
worst downpours. Lines built to last a century are
now being hit every few years.

For the students who make up seven in ten of the
Hisatsu Orange's passengers, the railway is not a
luxury. Buses can stand in for awhile, but they are
slower, lessreliable and carry fewer people.

The government should consider a standing
mechanism, a disaster fund or insurance scheme for
small railways, that pays out quickly after a disaster,
so that companies do not have to borrow simply to
wait for subsidies.

It should also support investment that makes lines
more resilient before the next disaster, rather than
only repairing them after it.

Local railways are part of the fabric of rural Japan. If
they are left to fight each disaster alone, some of
them will not survive the next one.

Today's Numbers

By Kenta Sakamoto | Data & Visualization

16: Members of the imperial family, the number the
revised law is meant to sustain.

11: Former branch houses whose male-line
descendants may now be adopted.

51.7: Metres a second, the October record gust at
Ohara on Iriomote.

348: Millimetres of rain in 24 hours on Miyako
Island, a record.

31: Typhoons so far this year, the most since 2013.
19,188: Suicidesin 2025, thefirst year below 20,000.
538: Suicides among schoolchildren, arecord.

53.23 MILLION: Records, including duplicates, that
may have leaked from Sagawa Express.

1.25 MILLION: Shares traded without authorisation
at lwai Cosmo Securities, according to the Y omiuri
Shimbun.

20: Hours Jimmy Sham says he was held at Haneda.
$103.27: A barrel of New Y ork crude on Friday.

100: Y ears since the founding of the Japan Rugby
Football Union.

Quotes of the Day

By the Editorial Desk

"Just be yourself." Joe Torre, advice to Hideki
Matsui.

"Godzilla-samais coming from New Y ork to Tokyo."

Kyuji Fujikawa, Hanshin manager.

"For thefirst time in along while, it gave me athrill."

Hideki Matsui, on the Giants' draft pick.

"Political prisoners are different from ordinary
criminals." Jimmy Sham, Hong Kong activist.

"Clearly hostage diplomacy by Russia." Evan
Gershkovich, on the Hokkaido Shimbun reporter's
detention.

"No country wants the war to spread." Hakan Fidan,
Turkish foreign minister.

"On the way back from Iran, we'll stop by Cubafor a
bit." President Donald Trump.

"The president listened to us, but there was no
concrete answer to our demands.” French high school
students.

"They really need the railway." The president of the
Hisatsu Orange Railway, on its student passengers.

"I always thought it would happen someday." Hideo
Mori of SHIFT, on the PHP flaws.

"It isagreat honour." Prop Kamimori, before Japan's
centenary match against Fiji.

EDITORIAL
Wordsin the News

By Hana Ito | Research & Archive

KYU-MIYAKE: The 11 former branch houses of the
imperial family that left it in 1947.

IMPERIAL HOUSE COUNCIL: The 10-member
body, chaired by the prime minister, that must
approve any adoption into the imperial family.

AREA MAIL: NTT Docomo's name for the
emergency alerts sent to all phonesin an area.

JALERT: The government's nationwide system for
warnings of missile launches, attacks and some
disasters.

TYPHON: A U.S. ground-based launcher ableto fire

Tomahawk and SM-6 missiles.

IKUSEI SHURO: The training and employment
system for foreign workers that replaces the technical
intern programme in April.

TORITETSU: Railway enthusiasts devoted to
photographing trains.

EVENT ATTRIBUTION: Studies that estimate how
much a particular weather disaster can be put down to
globa warming.

ALIGNMENT: Thework of making Al systems act
in line with human values and intentions.

LOSS AND DAMAGE: Help for developing
countries harmed by climate change, the purpose of a
U.N. fund set up in 2022.

KAIKO: Literally buyers, the term used for people
recruited by brokers to buy goods tax-free.

EDITORIAL
October 24 in History

By Hana Ito | Research & Archive

1648: The Peace of Westphaliais signed, ending the
Thirty Y ears War in Europe.

1861: The transcontinental telegraph across the
United States is completed.

1901: Annie Edson Taylor becomes the first person
to go over Niagara Fallsin abarrel and survive.

1929: "Black Thursday" on Wall Street, the first day
of the crash that heralded the Great Depression.

1931: The George Washington Bridge over the
Hudson River is dedicated, then the longest
suspension span in the world.

1945: The United Nations Charter comesinto force, a
date marked each year as United Nations Day.

1964: The Tokyo Olympics close at the National
Stadium; Zambia becomes independent the same day.

2003: Concorde makes its last commercial flight.
2007: Chinalaunches Chang'e 1, itsfirst lunar probe.

2026: The revised Imperial House Law takes effect,
alowing princesses to keep their status after
marriage.

EDITORIAL
Festivals and Events This Week

By the Culture Desk

NARA: The Shosoin Exhibition at the Nara National
Museum, from Saturday until November 9.

UENO: The Tate's Turner exhibition at the National
Museum of Western Art, from Saturday until
February 21.

YOKOHAMA: Japan Series Games 1 and 2 at
Y okohama Stadium, Saturday and Sunday.

TOKY O: Japan v Fiji and Japan's women v Wales at
Chichibunomiya, Saturday.

KYOTO: The Kikuka Sho at Kyoto Racecourse,
Sunday.

MITO: The Mito Komon Manyu Marathon, with a
record 12,994 entrants, Sunday at 9 am.

FUKUOKA: Japan Series Games 3to 5 at Mizuho
PayPay Dome, Tuesday to Thursday.

HIROSHIMA: Sunday isthe anniversary of the death
of Sadako Sasaki in 1955.

NAGANO: The national single distance speed
skating championships at M-Wave, through the
weekend.

NOVEMBER 3: Culture Day, with the Order of
Culture ceremony at the Imperial Palace.

INTERNATIONAL

Clocks Go Back: The Time Abroad
From Sunday

By Hana Ito | Research & Archive

EUROPE: Summer timeendsat 1 am. GMT on
Sunday, October 25, when clocks go back one hour.

LONDON: 9 hours behind Japan from Sunday,
instead of 8.

PARIS, BERLIN, ROME AND MADRID: 8 hours
behind Japan, instead of 7.

ATHENS, HELSINKI AND KY1V: 7 hours behind,
instead of 6.

MOSCOW AND ISTANBUL: No change; 6 hours
behind.

UNITED STATES AND CANADA: Clocks go back
on Sunday, November 1.

NEW Y ORK: 14 hours behind Japan from November

www.japanmorningpost.com | newsdesk@japanmorningpost.com | 1-2-3 Otemachi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-0004

1, instead of 13.
LOS ANGELES: 17 hours behind, instead of 16.
HAWAII: No change; 19 hours behind.

SYDNEY AND MELBOURNE: Clocks went
forward on October 4; 2 hours ahead of Japan.

NEW ZEALAND: 4 hours ahead of Japan sinceits
clocks went forward on September 27.

JAPAN: No summer time. The country used it only
under the Allied occupation, from 1948 to 1951.

SPORTS
Japan's Triple Crown Winners

Lovcen bidsto join themin Sunday's Kikuka Sho
By the Sports Desk

THE RACES: The Satsuki Sho, over 2,000 metres at
Nakayamain April; the Japanese Derby, over 2,400
metres at Tokyo; and the Kikuka Sho, over 3,000
metres at Kyoto in October.

1941: St. Lite, thefirst.

1964: Shinzan.

1983: Mr. C.B.

1984: Symboli Rudolf, the first to win all three
unbeaten.

1994: Narita Brian.

2005: Deep Impact, also unbeaten.

2011: Orfevre.

2020: Contrail, a son of Deep Impact, unbeaten too.

2026: Two of Contrail's sons, Going to Sky and
Magjorelle Bleu, were nominated to take on Lovcen.
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CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS

The Japan Morning Post corrects errors of fact as
soon asthey are identified:
corrections@japanmorningpost.com. The notes
supplied for today's edition contain severa errors that
we have corrected: they again call Typhoon No. 30
Champa, but its international name is Champi; they
giveits central pressure as about 955 hPa with winds
of 40 m/s, gusting to 60, figures that were out of date
by Saturday morning, when the Japan Meteorological
Agency gave 975 hPa, 35 m/s and gusts of 50; they
name DeNA's Game 1 starter as Y utakaor Yu Ishida,
but he is Y utaro Ishida; they call the wheelchair
tennis champion Kaito Oda, but he is Tokito Oda,
and say he qualified for the Los Angeles Olympics,
when it is the Paralympics; they name the Nobel
laureate among this year's Order of Culture recipients
as Kenzo Sogai, but he is Kenso Soai; and they
describe Nobuhiko Kobayashi as 'Japan's comedian,
amistrandation of thetitle of hisbook Nihon no
Kigekijin, The Comedians of Japan. The notes
describe Shiga Bank as considering a merger with
Ikeda Senshu Bank; the talks are with its parent,

I keda Senshu Holdings, about a management
integration. CONFLICTING REPORTS: The

Y omiuri Shimbun reported that the local ceasefirein
southern Ukraine begins on the 29th; Kyodo News,
citing the White House, gives the 27th, which we
follow. The Asahi Shimbun reported that two Isragli
soldiers were killed in the shooting near Hebron;
Kyodo News reported five people injured and the two
attackers killed, which we follow, noting both
accounts.

Not repeated today because they were reported in
Friday's edition: Hideki Matsui's appointment and
contract, Tokito Oda's gold medal, the Order of
Culture recipients, the death of Ryu Murakami, the
Supreme Court's welfare ruling, the fire at the
Kurosawa film studio, the DNA tests on the Chosel
mine remains, the chimneys survey, the Shizuoka
maglev delay, the megabanks' and PayPay's changes
to identity checks, Park24's payments, Capcom'’s leak,
GMO's currency trading breach, Meta's Muse, the
folding iPhone, the Seoul mayor's acquittal, South
Koreas proposal for military talks, Finland's nuclear
waste repository, Microsoft's report on Al-driven
attacks, the election guidelines for social media, the
land purchase bill, Komeito's decision to oppose the
seat cut and the prime minister's instruction on the
petrol subsidy; the Bank of Japan's expected
judgment on inflation was reported on Thursday.
Several itemsin the notes, including a reported
remark by Matsui about a second Shohei Ohtani, a
court case involving a child's death, research on
defence studies at universities and a manga published
in 36 languages, are not reported because we could
not confirm the details. Items attributed to other
newspapers and services are reported as those sources
gave them. Where we could not confirm the reading
of aname we give the surname only, or omit it.

THE WEEK AHEAD

SAT. 24: Revised Imperial House Law takes effect;
Japan Series Game 1 at Y okohama Stadium, 6:30
p.m.; Japan v Fiji and Japan's women v Wales at
Chichibunomiya; Turner exhibition opensin Ueno;
Shosoin Exhibition opensin Nara; Asian Para Games
close; union march in Paris; Grand Prix of France
free skates. SUN. 25: Japan Series Game 2; Kikuka
Sho at Kyoto; Fukushima governor and Naha
mayoral elections; Mito Komon Manyu Marathon;
Serbia's snap election; Europe's clocks go back.
MON. 26: SoftBank's alert mail due to resume; Ishin
and the Democratic Party for the People give their
views on the 31-seat cut; BY D vehicles barred from
Kadena; Champi, as atropical storm, near
Kagoshimain the morning. TUE. 27: Inter-party talks
on the lower house resume; Israel's general election;
local ceasefire in Oleshky due to begin; Champi
expected to be an extratropical low off the Tokai
coast. OCT. 27-28: U.S. Federa Reserve. OCT.
27-29: Japan Series Games 3 to 5 in Fukuoka. OCT.
28-29: German Chancellor Friedrich Merz in Japan.
OCT. 29-30: Bank of Japan. OCT. 30: Vice-capital
law takes effect; U.S. tariff exemptions for some
Canadian goods take effect. NOV. 1: Tax-free
shopping switches to refunds on departure. NOV. 3:
Order of Culture ceremony; U.S. midterms. NOV.
3-4: Ryuo match Game 3 in Kyoto. NOV. 4: Oza
match Game 2 in Hadano. NOV. 8-11: Vietnam's To
Lam in Japan. NOV. 9: Shosoin Exhibition closes.
NOV. 14-15: The Emperor and Empressin Osaka.
NOV. 17-21: Princess Aiko in Singapore. DEC.
10-12: Grand Prix Final in Chongging. DEC. 12: Diet
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TYPHOON AND MARINE ADVISORIES

8 am. Saturday. No. 30, Champi: large, strong
typhoon about 50 km north of Y onaguni, 24.9N,
122.9E; 975 hPa; winds 35 m/s, gusts 50; moving
east slowly. Storm-force winds 110 km in every
direction; gale-force winds 650 km to the north-east
and 560 km to the south-west. Forecast: a strong
typhoon over the East China Sea at 6 p.m. Saturday; a
severe tropical storm of 985 hPa by 6 am. Sunday; a
tropical storm of 996 hPawest of Kyushu by 3 am.
Monday, passing about 40 km north of Kagoshima on
Monday morning; an extratropical low of 1,004 hPa
off the Tokai coast by 3 am. Tuesday. Waves of up
to 11 m around Okinawa; 5 to 6 m around Amami
and Kyushu through Sunday; up to 250 mm of rain in
northern Kyushu by Sunday morning, with landslides
and flooding of low-lying land possible until
Monday; heavy rain may persist near the Tsushima
Strait. No. 31, In-fa, 6 am.: tropical storm of 1,002
hPa near the Marshall Islands, 10.5N, 166.9E, amost
stationary; forecast to become a strong typhoon near
Wake Iland by early Tuesday. Emergencies at sea:
118.

MARKET REFERENCE

Friday close, Tokyo: Nikkei 225 62,693.16, down
214.68; Topix 3,965.81, down 31.69; Prime market
turnover about 8.9 trillion yen. Japanese government
bonds: 10-year 2.789 per cent, 2-year 1.859, 5-year
2.217, 20-year 3.602; December 10-year futures
126.63. New York, Friday: Dow 52,215.16, down
652.82; Nasdaq 25,955.34, down 53.52; crude for
December $103.27 a barrel, up $3.80; dollar
156.77-87 yen. Russias key rate held at 14 per cent.
Core consumer prices, September: up 2.1 per cent.
Federal Reserve meets October 27-28; Bank of Japan
October 29-30.

PHOTOGRAPHS AND MAPS

Front: Hideki Matsui, file photo supplied for this
edition, WPM Productions. Typhoon map, Japan and
United States weather maps and the Sagawa Express
logo: supplied for this edition. The tanker |demitsu
Maru, the prime minister at a podium, President
Macron, the smartphone alerts, the imperial family,
the DeNA players and Shoki Oda: file photos and
images, WPM Productions. Aircraft over the White
House: White House Official. Tokyo Stock
Exchange: photo by TG2 (CC). Kyushu Shinkansen:
Japan Rail. Thereisno editoria cartoon today. U.S.
government works are public domain and credited;
agency news photographs are not reproduced.

SYMBOLS, UNITS AND TIMES

Map symbols: sun, sunny; cloud, cloudy; cloud with
strokes, rain; an arrow, one sky giving way to
another; a dlanting stroke, one sky with the other at

www.japanmorningpost.com | newsdesk@japanmorningpost.com | 1-2-3 Otemachi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-0004

times. Today's Japan map gives forecast highs and
thismorning's lows, in degrees Celsius; the U.S. map
gives forecasts in Fahrenheit. Wind in metres a
second (1 m/sis 3.6 km/h); at sea, in knots (1 knot is
about 1.85 km/h). Pressure in hectopascals. Typhoon
grades: strong from 33 m/s, very strong from 44 m/s
and violent from 54 m/s; large when gales reach 500
km from the centre, very large from 800 km. Japan is
9 hours ahead of GMT, 13 ahead of New Y ork and
16 ahead of Los Angeles; it is 7 hours ahead of Paris
and Rome until Europe's clocks go back on Sunday,
and 8 hours ahead after that. Japanese names are
given family name last. A person arrested or referred
to prosecutors is presumed innocent until convicted.

USEFUL NUMBERS

Police 110. Fire and ambulance 119. Coast guard

118. Disaster message dial 171. Police consultation
#9110. Consumer hotline 188. Child guidance centres
189. Mental health consultation 0570-064-556;
children's 24-hour SOS dial 0120-0-78310. SoftBank,
Y !'mobile and LINEMO customers: emergency alert
mail is suspended until Monday. NTT Docomo
customers: AreaMail isnot carrying J-Alert, river
flood forecasts or municipal evacuation information,
although earthquake early warnings and tsunami
warnings continue. Use television, radio and disaster
apps, and follow your municipality's evacuation
information through every channel. Anyone whose
data may have leaked should change reused
passwords, turn on two-step verification and ignore
links in unexpected messages, including fake delivery
notices.

OPINION AND SOURCES

The editorial isthe view of the editoria page; thereis
no cartoon today. Analysis articles are the judgment
of their writers. Reports draw on the Saturday papers,
including the Y omiuri Shimbun, the Asahi Shimbun,
the Mainichi Shimbun, the Sankei Shimbun and the
Nikkei; on Kyodo News, Jiji Press, NHK, TV Asahi
and Okinawa's newspapers; on government ministries
and agencies, the Japan Meteorological Agency and
Weathernews; on announcements by the companies
named in the reports; and on the U.S. National
Westher Service for the American map.

READER SERVICES

The Japan Morning Post, Volume 2026, Number 296,
is published daily by WPM Productions, Tokyo.
Subscriptions. subscriptions@)japanmorningpost.com.
L etters: letters@japanmorningpost.com. Advertising:
advertising@japanmorningpost.com. Today's
crossword solution appears tomorrow; Friday's
solution is published today.

TOMORROW'S EDITION
Sunday: Game 1 of the Japan Seriesin Y okohama,
Japan against Fiji in the union's centenary match and

the women against Wales, the Grand Prix of France,
the World Series, Champi's approach to Kyushu and
therain along the front, the first full day of the
revised Imperial House Law, the union march in
Paris and the latest on the PHP flaws and the carriers
aerts.

MORE INSIDE TODAY (CONTINUED)

American Express Will Cut About 5% of Its Staff
Worldwide to Become 'Leaner and More Agile for
the Age of Al — Page 10

Investors Seek Safety in Government Bonds as
Shares Slide, Pushing the 10-Year Yield Briefly Into
the 2.7% Range, a Three-Month Low — Page 11

Markets at a Glance — Page 11

Docomo Stops J-Alert and Municipal Evacuation
Messages on Area Mail Over the PHP Flaws, a Day
After SoftBank Halted Its Alerts — Page 12

The PHP Disruption Drags On, With Toranomon
Hospital Among Those Still Offling; 'l Always
Thought This Would Happen,' an Expert Says —
Page 12

Sagawa Says Its Leak Covers About 100 Days of
Wayhbills and Smart Club Members;, Web Tracking
Returns, but Address Changes Stay Off — Page 13

Tokyo Metro, NHK Publishing, the Environment
Ministry and Kyodo News Are Among the Victims of
aHacked Email Service — Page 13

1960: A Soviet Missile Explodes on Its Launch Pad
at Baikonur, Killing Dozens in a Disaster Kept Secret
for Almost 30 Y ears — Page 14

1995: A U.S. Government Council Formally Defines
the Word 'Internet’ — Page 14

2014: 'Citizenfour', the Film of Edward Snowden's
Revelations, Opensin American Cinemas — Page 15

2019: Google's Pixel 4 Goes on Sale With a Radar
Chip That Senses Hand Gestures — Page 15

Rain Keeps Tokyo Below 20 Degrees While Western
Japan Turns Warm, With Kagoshima and Naha at 29;
Kushiro Is Again the Coldest at 3 — Page 16

Today's Weather in Numbers — Page 16

Denver Drops 23 Degrees to 55 With Showers and

Albuquergque Has Thunderstorms, While Sunshine

Coversthe South and Houston Reaches 86 — Page
17

The U.S. Map at a Glance — Page 17

Man Arrested After a\Woman's Body Is Driven From
Chibato a Car Park in Sendai; He Hints He Killed
Her — Page 18

Maglev's Kanagawa Station Takes Shape 30 Metres
Underground, a 680-Metre Cavern That Will Not Be
Finished Until About 2030 — Page 18

The New Imperial Law L eaves the Hardest Question
for Later: Who Will Succeed After Prince Hisahito's
Generation? — Page 19

Japan's Eight Reigning Empresses, From Suiko to
Go-Sakuramachi, and Why They Matter to the
Succession Debate — Page 19

Back on Its Feet After the Quake, the Hisatsu Orange
Railway Warns That Repeated Disasters Threaten Its
Survival — Page 20

A Mural of Sadako Sasaki and Her Paper Cranes Is
Unveiled in aVillage in Central Italy — Page 20

I shida Faces Uwasawa as the Japan Series Opens
Tonight at Y okohama Stadium, With Both Teams
Pitchers Batting — Page 21

Brewers Edge Rays 3-2 in Game 1 of the World
Series as Misiorowski Outpitches Former
Nippon-Ham and SoftBank Right-Hander Martinez
— Page 21

Matsui Says Oda Could Become 'the Best Pitcher in
the World' and the Draft Gave Him a Thrill He Had
Not Feltin Years — Page 22

Fujii Wins Again to Lead the Ryuo Match 2-0;
Fukuoka Beats Ichiriki in the First Game of His First
Oza Challenge — Page 22

Asian Football Backs Infantino for Another Term at
FIFA, and Japan |s Expected to Follow — Page 23

The New Imperial Law Buys Time. It Must Be Used
With Care for the Family, Candour With the Public
and the Courage to Settle the Succession — Page 24

Ending the Petrol Subsidy Is Right. Doing It Slowly,
Predictably and With an Eye on Rural Driversisthe
Way to Do It — Page 25

Today's Numbers — Page 26
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