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■ U.S.-CHINA DEAL: TARIFF CUTS WORTH ABOUT 4.7 TRILLION YEN, AI ACCIDENT SHARING ■ SURIGE VERY STRONG, 945 HPA, OFF MINAMI DAITO ■ TYPHOON NO. 25, ONE WEEK: 13 DEAD, 2 MISSING, 4,000 HOUSEHOLDS WITHOUT POWER ■ MARKETS REOPEN AT 156 ■ MAINICHI POLL: APPROVAL 45%, DISAPPROVAL 40% ■ BASEBALL SILVER; FUKUBE GOLD ■

The Summit's Bill Arrives: Tariff Cuts Worth About 4.7 Trillion Yen and a Duty to
Share Serious AI Accidents, as Tokyo's Markets Reopen to a Yen at 156
Asahi's account of the American-Chinese agreement puts a figure on the truce and a mechanism on the technology; Washington's farm-purchase announcement is due today, the finance ministers' verdict on the yen
stands, and the market stays wary of a fiscal expansion. Iran and the United States may hold indirect talks as early as today; a Chinese survey vessel has been found in Ishigaki's waters; and Mainichi finds the cabinet's
approval above its disapproval for the first time in three months

By Jonathan Mercer | Senior Editor, International Desk, with Yuki Saito | Economics & Finance Reporter

President Trump welcomes President Xi Jinping at the start of the Chinese leader's state visit to the United States. Asahi Shimbun reports that the
agreement the two leaders reached includes tariff reductions worth approximately 4.7 trillion yen and the sharing of information on serious
accidents involving artificial intelligence; Washington announces Chinese purchases of American farm products today, and Tokyo's markets
reopen to a yen at 156. (Photo: WPM Productions)

The American-Chinese agreement reached at last

week's state visit includes tariff reductions worth

approximately 4.7 trillion yen and provides for the

sharing of information on serious accidents involving

artificial intelligence, according to Asahi Shimbun's

continuation of its front-page report of the 27th.

The two figures give the summit the shape that its

rhetoric obscured: a commercial truce measured in

money, and a technology channel measured in what

the two governments will tell each other when a

system fails.

Tokyo's markets reopen this morning to that text, to a

yen that the Japanese and American finance ministers

have confirmed is undervalued and that touched 156

at the weekend, and to Washington's announcement,

due today, of Chinese purchases of American farm

products.

The market remains wary of expectations of fiscal

expansion by the Takaichi administration, according

to the reports available, and the long-term interest

rate's position at a 30-year high is the constraint on

which the week's trading will turn.

The photograph above shows President Trump

welcoming President Xi Jinping at the start of the

state visit whose bill Asahi has now itemised.

Four point seven trillion yen is about 30 billion

dollars at the weekend's rate, and it describes tariff

reductions on both sides over the truce's term rather

than a single payment; the AI provision, on Asahi's

account, obliges each side to inform the other of

serious accidents, the mechanism Washington

proposed and the outcome document's dialogue

framework was created to house.

For Japan, the tariff figure is the number against

which its own trade arrangements with Washington

will be measured, and the AI provision is a channel

the government will seek to join or to mirror in its

alliance with the United States.

The United States and Iran are expected to hold

indirect talks as early as today, according to Sankei

News, which quoted Iran's foreign minister as saying

that the outcome depends on President Trump; the

talks follow the President's rejection of Tehran's

seven-day plan for the Strait of Hormuz, and the

strait's constriction remains the risk beneath Japan's

energy prices.

A Chinese survey vessel has been found operating in

Japan's exclusive economic zone off Ishigaki Island,

and the Japan Coast Guard has demanded that it stop,

according to the reports available, the week's first

maritime incident after a summit at which Beijing

described Japan through the war.

Mainichi Shimbun's poll puts the cabinet's approval

at 45% and its disapproval at 40%, the first time in

three months that approval has exceeded disapproval,

a shift that follows the Prime Minister's week at the

United Nations and her telephone call with the

President.

Typhoon No. 26, Surige, has strengthened to a very

strong typhoon north-west of Minami Daito Island,

with a central pressure of 945 hectopascals, winds of

50 metres a second and gusts of 70, according to

Weathernews and tenki.jp, and it will pass slightly

off-centre from Okinawa's main island before turning

east along the south of Japan.

One week after Typhoon No. 25, the toll stands at 13

dead, eight in Chiba and five in Kanagawa, with two

people missing in Chiba and about 4,000 households

still without power, according to Sankei News; partial

restoration of the Uchibo Line and the peninsula's

other transport is expected to take three months.

Chiba has now suffered three heavy-rain disasters in

little more than a month since August, and Asahi

reports that global warming and sea surface

temperatures are cited as the common factors, an

argument Taro Suzuki's cartoon on the editorial page

takes up under the caption that the season is old and

the sermon is new.

The summit's other reading continues: Sankei's

editorial today examines the downfall of Central

Military Commission officials in China on corruption

allegations, and Switzerland's voters have rejected a

proposed constitutional amendment on strict

neutrality.

Former Yokohama Mayor Takeharu Yamanaka, who

resigned over allegations of power harassment, will

run in the election to replace himself, with the official

campaign beginning on October 4; a man has been

found dead in a Yokohama apartment complex after a

reported argument, and Riki Mihara, sought in the

Ota murder, has been arrested.

In Aichi, Japan's baseball team lost the Asian Games

final 1-3 to South Korea in the rain at Toyohashi;

Mako Fukube won the 100 metres hurdles with

Hitomi Nakajima second, and Haruka Kitaguchi took

silver in the javelin, according to Kyodo News.

A tariff figure, an AI clause, a yen at 156 and a

typhoon at 945 hectopascals: the week opens with its

numbers already on the table.

What the market does with them will be known by

this afternoon; what the storm does will be known by

Thursday, when it is expected to reach the Kuril

Islands as an extratropical cyclone.

Surige Becomes a Very Strong Typhoon at
945 Hectopascals North-West of Minami
Daito, Passes Off-Centre From Okinawa and
Turns for the Kurils; a Week After Typhoon
No. 25, the Toll Is 13 Dead, Two Missing and
4,000 Households Without Power
By Maya Suzuki | Science & Innovation Desk, with Emi Kondo | Society &
Local News Reporter

Typhoon No. 26, Surige, has strengthened to a very

strong typhoon and lies north-west of Minami Daito

Island this morning, with a central pressure of 945

hectopascals, maximum sustained winds of 50 metres

a second and gusts of 70, moving east-north-east at

15 to 20 kilometres an hour, according to

Weathernews and tenki.jp.

The Daito islands experienced strong winds and

heavy rain from before dawn to early morning, and

residents were warned of flooded roads, fallen trees

and power outages; the storm's centre passes slightly

off-centre from Okinawa's main island, where the

active rain clouds are moving away and the day

brings temporary heavy rain, thunderstorms and

strong gusts.

From the 29th to October 1 the storm will move

east-north-east along the south of Japan, and after

becoming an extratropical cyclone it will be near the

Kuril Islands around the 3rd, the reports said; swells

reach the Pacific side of Honshu on the 29th and

30th, with waves of seven metres expected in

Okinawa, four in Amami and Hokkaido and three in

Tohoku.

Northern and eastern Japan will have rain from a

front and a low-pressure system over the Sea of

Japan, with 24-hour rainfall of 120 millimetres

forecast for the Izu Islands and 100 for Hokkaido,

and landslide damage in the Kanto region is expected

to worsen, with thunderstorms possible during the

morning commute.

One week after Typhoon No. 25, the toll stands at 13

dead, eight in Chiba and five in Kanagawa, with two

people missing in Chiba and approximately 4,000

households without power, according to Sankei

News.

Transport in Chiba, including the Uchibo Line, will

be affected for an extended period, with partial

restoration expected to take three months, and

emergency repairs at Inbanuma have been completed

in preparation for the new storm's approach,

according to the reports available.

Chiba has experienced three heavy-rain disasters in

just over a month since August, and Asahi Shimbun

reports that global warming and sea surface

temperatures are cited as the common factors.

A Level 4 landslide warning has been issued for Arita

Town in Saga Prefecture, according to TV Asahi

News, and a man in his 50s fell into a river and died

during heavy rain in Kumamoto, where more than

1,500 people remain in evacuation centres two

months after the earthquake of July 28.

Surige's numbers describe a storm that deepened by

35 hectopascals in a day, from 980 at the weekend to

945 this morning, and crossed from the strong class

into the very strong, whose winds run from 44 to 53

metres a second; gusts of 70, about 250 kilometres an

hour, are the figure that flattens trees and takes roofs.

The Daito islands, far out in the Pacific and

dependent on ships and small aircraft, took the

storm's worst before dawn, and their power lines and

roads will be assessed in daylight; the main island's

escape, with the centre passing off-centre, is the

difference between a night of damage and a night of

noise.
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Typhoon No. 26 Surige very strong, 945 hPa, 50 m/s, off Minami Daito;
Daito hit before dawn. Waves 7 m Okinawa. Full weather, Page 13.

TODAY IN BRIEF
• U.S.-China agreement: tariff reductions worth about 4.7 trillion yen;

information sharing on serious AI accidents (Asahi). Farm-purchase
announcement today; Tokyo markets reopen at 156; the market wary of
fiscal expansion.

• Typhoon No. 26 Surige: very strong, north-west of Minami Daito, 945
hPa, 50 m/s, gusts 70; Daito hit before dawn; off-centre from Okinawa's
main island; east along the south of Japan Tue.-Thu.; waves 7 m
Okinawa.

• Typhoon No. 25, one week: 13 dead (8 Chiba, 5 Kanagawa), 2 missing,
about 4,000 households without power (Sankei); Chiba transport partial
restoration in 3 months; Inbanuma repairs complete. Level 4 landslide
warning in Arita, Saga; a man drowned in Kumamoto.

• Mainichi poll: approval 45%, disapproval 40%, the first lead in three
months. Chinese survey vessel in Ishigaki's EEZ; the Coast Guard
demands it stop. Yamanaka to run again in Yokohama; campaign from
Oct. 4.

• U.S.-Iran indirect talks as early as today, 'It depends on Trump' (Sankei).
Five arrested near the U.S. base at Fairford, England. Swiss voters reject
strict neutrality. Sankei on the CMC purge.

• Asian Games: baseball final Japan 1-3 South Korea, silver (Mainichi);
Fukube gold and Nakajima silver in the 100m hurdles (Kyodo); Kitaguchi
javelin silver. Nishimura's first LPGA win. Giants 11-0 Yakult.
Correction: Hasegawa and Nagahara's golds were in skateboarding.
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MARKETS
Yen 156 level at the open

Nikkei 225 (Sept. 24) 65,513, +495■

Long-term rate 3.075%, 30-yr high

BOJ policy rate 1.25%, held

U.S.-China tariff cuts ¥4.7 trillion (Asahi)

Farm purchases Announced today

Rice (5 kg avg.) Still falling

THE AGREEMENT: MONDAY
• Tariff reductions worth about 4.7 trillion yen (Asahi).

• Information sharing on serious AI accidents.

• Farm purchases announced in Washington today.

• Markets reopen at 156; fiscal expansion wariness persists.

TYPHOON: MONDAY
• No. 26 Surige: very strong; NW of Minami Daito; 945 hPa; 50 m/s, gusts

70; ENE 15-20 km/h.

• Daito: strong wind and heavy rain before dawn. Okinawa main island:
centre off-centre.

• Tue.-Thu.: east along the south of Japan; extratropical near the Kurils
around Sat.

• No. 25, one week: 13 dead; 2 missing; 4,000 households without power.

INSIDE
• Approval 45%, disapproval 40%: the cabinet's first lead in three months,

Page 3.

• 'Serious AI accidents': the clause in the agreement, Page 4.

• Markets reopen at 156 to a truce with a price tag, Page 7.

• Five arrested near the American base at Fairford, Page 6.

• From 980 to 945 in a day: how Surige became very strong, Page 12.

• Making space a commercial data channel: NEC, the AI clause and Falcon
1, Page 8.

• Silver in the rain: Japan 1, South Korea 3 at Toyohashi, Page 17.

• Editorial: The season is old, the sermon is new, Page 20.
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FROM PAGE 1

Surige Becomes a Very Strong Typhoon at 945 Hectopascals North-West
of Minami Daito, Passes Off-Centre From Okinawa and Turns for the
Kurils; a Week After Typhoon No. 25, the Toll Is 13 Dead, Two Missing
and 4,000 Households Without Power
Winds of 50 metres a second with gusts of 70; the Daito islands took strong wind and heavy rain before dawn; waves of seven metres in
Okinawa, four in Amami and Hokkaido, three in Tohoku. In Chiba, partial restoration of transport will take three months, Inbanuma's
emergency repairs are complete, and Asahi reports that warming seas are cited as the common factor in three heavy-rain disasters since
August. A Level 4 landslide warning in Arita, Saga; a man drowned in Kumamoto's rain
Continued from Page 1

The storm's eastward turn along the south of Japan

keeps its centre at sea, but its northern half brushes

the Pacific coasts of Kyushu, Shikoku, Kii and Kanto

in turn, and the swells that reach Honshu tomorrow

are the first sign; the Izu Islands' 120 millimetres are

the storm's rain arriving ahead of it.

The extratropical transition, expected before the

storm reaches the Kurils, changes the storm's shape

rather than ending it: an extratropical cyclone spreads

its winds over a wider area, and Hokkaido's 100

millimetres and four-metre waves are its forecast.

In Chiba, the thirteenth death and the two missing

describe searches that continued through a week of

interrupted weather, and the 4,000 households

without power, down from the 150 areas of last week,

describe a restoration slowed by damaged roads and

lines.

Three months for partial restoration of the Uchibo

Line and the peninsula's other transport is the figure

that fixes the recovery's horizon: the industrial coast's

workers, the students of the southern towns and the

inns of Minamiboso will live without their rails into

the new year.

Inbanuma's completed emergency repairs are the

week's achievement, made before the storm that

would have tested an open breach, and the water level

data collected since the levee failed are now, the

technology coverage notes, being used to make the

recovery's decisions.

Asahi's report on the three disasters, and the factors

cited, turns the season's weather into an argument

about its cause, and Taro Suzuki's cartoon on the

editorial page joins it under the caption that the

season is old and the sermon is new.

Arita, the porcelain town in Saga's hills, faces the

Level 4 warning that means residents of hazard zones

should evacuate, and Kumamoto's drowning is the

season's reminder that a swollen river takes the

person who approaches it.

The Emperor and Empress visit Kumamoto

tomorrow, two months after the earthquake that still

keeps 1,500 people in evacuation centres, and the

visit's weather will be the storm's.

Very strong at 945 hectopascals, and thirteen dead a

week on: the season's two storms are on the same

page this morning, one arriving and one still being

counted.

POLITICS

Yamanaka Will Run Again: The
Former Yokohama Mayor Seeks the
Office He Resigned Over Power
Harassment Allegations
By Emi Kondo | Society & Local News Reporter

Takeharu Yamanaka, the former mayor of Yokohama

who resigned over allegations of power harassment,

will run in the election to fill the vacancy his

resignation created, according to the reports

available; the official campaign period begins on

October 4.

A resignation followed by a candidacy for the same

office is a device Japanese politicians have used to

seek a fresh mandate, and its use after allegations of

misconduct invites the question of whether the

election is a referendum on the allegations or a means

of setting them aside.

Yamanaka, a data scientist and former university

professor elected in 2021 on opposition to a casino

resort, faced reports of harsh treatment of city staff,

and the allegations that led to his resignation were of

the kind that the city's council and its unions had

raised.

Yokohama, the country's second-largest city with 3.7

million residents, has had its politics dominated in

recent years by the casino question, the port's

development and the city's finances, and the election

will be fought on them as well as on the mayor's

conduct.

The other candidates, and the parties' positions, were

not included in the reports available, and the

campaign's opening on October 4 will show whether

the former mayor faces a united opposition or a

divided field.

The death of a man in a Yokohama apartment

complex, reported by Mainichi with a murder

investigation under way, is the city's other headline

this morning.

Power harassment, the abuse of authority over

subordinates, has been the subject of legislation and

of a succession of resignations by mayors and

governors in recent years, and each case tests whether

voters treat it as disqualifying.

The election will be held under the rules the court's

ruling on under-18 campaigning has unsettled, and

the government's response to that ruling may arrive

during the campaign.

Yamanaka's decision to run makes the election about

him, and the voters of Yokohama will decide whether

that is what they wanted.

The campaign begins on October 4; the argument has

already begun.

POLITICS

How a Five-Point Lead Is
Measured: Mainichi's Poll, and
What Moves the Cabinet's Numbers
By Michael Hayes | Deputy Editor, Politics & Policy

Mainichi's finding that the cabinet's approval stands

at 45% against 40% disapproval, the first lead in

three months, is a reading from one of the several

polls that the national papers and broadcasters

conduct monthly.

Japanese cabinet polls are conducted by telephone

and online, with samples of about a thousand

respondents, and their movements of a few points are

within the margin of error, so that a crossing of the

two lines is read for its direction rather than its

precision.

Three months below water, on Mainichi's series,

describes a summer in which the government's

standing was pressed by prices, the typhoon season's

early storms and the Diet's difficulties, and the

crossing describes a September in which foreign

policy dominated the news.

The General Assembly speech, the summit's

aftermath, the calm on the wartime frame and the

telephone call with the President are the events the

poll's respondents will have had in mind, and the

yen's move to 156 after the finance ministers' meeting

gave the week a result.

Other papers' polls, published on their own schedules,

will show whether the crossing is general, and the

government's political managers will wait for them

before drawing conclusions.

A cabinet's approval matters for its ability to hold its

party together, to pass legislation and to choose the

timing of an election, and a lead of five points

restores the first two without settling the third.

The typhoon recovery is the domestic test the

numbers now face, and the severe-disaster

designation's timing is the decision the poll's next

reading will reflect.

The market's wariness about fiscal expansion is the

constraint that a popular government may be tempted

to ignore, and the bond market polls daily.

The Prime Minister's Sunday at the residence, with

no public schedule, is the ordinary posture of a leader

whose numbers have recovered and whose problems

have not gone away.

Forty-five to forty is a reading; the trend is what the

next month will show.

POLITICS

A Sunday at the Residence: The
Prime Minister Waits on a Storm
and a Market
By Michael Hayes | Deputy Editor, Politics & Policy

Prime Minister Takaichi stayed at the official

residence all day on the 27th, according to the reports

available, with no public schedule on the Sunday

between the summit's document and the markets'

reopening.

The daily record of the Prime Minister's movements,

published by the newspapers, is a small institution of

Japanese politics, and a day with a single entry

describes either rest or work that the record does not

show.

The day's business supplied enough of the latter:

Typhoon No. 26 strengthening toward Okinawa, the

outcome document's language to be read, the

severe-disaster designation for Typhoon No. 25 to be

prepared, and the Diet session's agenda to be settled.

The Mainichi poll's finding that approval has risen

above disapproval for the first time in three months

arrived the same weekend, and a leader whose

standing has recovered has reason to spend a Sunday

deciding how to use it.

The week ahead is crowded: the farm-purchase

announcement in Washington today, the markets'

reaction, the Emperor and Empress's visit to

Kumamoto tomorrow, the Mito verdict on

Wednesday, and Surige's passage along the south of

Japan through Thursday.

The Chinese survey vessel off Ishigaki, and the Coast

Guard's demand that it stop, are the kind of incident

that reaches the residence on a Sunday and is handled

without a public word.

Former Foreign Minister Iwaya's delegation to China,

with about 50 executives, and the government's plan

to strengthen external communications against

cognitive warfare, are the week's other diplomatic

items awaiting the Prime Minister's attention.

The residence, rebuilt in 2005 and long avoided by

prime ministers, has been the present Prime

Minister's base, and a Sunday there is the ordinary

shape of a leader's weekend in a difficult season.

The record's single line will be followed on Monday

by a page of entries, beginning with the market's

opening.

A quiet Sunday before a loud week: the record shows

the one and the calendar promises the other.

POLITICS

A Chinese Survey Vessel in
Ishigaki's Waters: The Coast Guard
Demands It Stop
By Aiko Tanaka | Senior Japan Correspondent

A Chinese survey vessel has been found operating in

Japan's exclusive economic zone off Ishigaki Island,

and the Japan Coast Guard has demanded that it stop,

according to the reports available.

Marine scientific research in another country's

exclusive economic zone requires that country's

consent under the law of the sea, and Japan treats

unconsented surveys by Chinese vessels as

violations, demanding that they cease and lodging

protests through diplomatic channels.

Ishigaki, in the Yaeyama islands at the south-western

end of Okinawa Prefecture, lies close to the Senkaku

Islands and to Taiwan, and the waters around it are

among the most contested in Japan's zone.

Chinese survey vessels have entered Japan's zone

repeatedly in recent years, around the Senkakus, off

Okinotori and in the East China Sea, and the pattern

is read in Tokyo as an assertion of claims as much as

a collection of data.

The incident arrives within days of a summit at which

President Xi described Japan through the war of 1945

and the outcome document used the word respect,

and it will be read as the practical face of the frame.

The Coast Guard's demand is the standard first

response; the foreign ministry's protest follows, and

Beijing's reply, if past incidents are a guide, will

assert the survey's legality.

The Okinawa Defense Bureau's plan to store

American missile launchers at Kadena, and the

Self-Defense Forces' units on Ishigaki and the other

south-western islands, are the security background

against which the survey took place.

Typhoon No. 26, very strong and north-west of

Minami Daito, is the other presence in the same

waters, and the vessel's movements will be governed

by the storm as much as by the Coast Guard.

The Prime Minister's reaffirmed understanding of

China with the President, reported by Yomiuri,

includes incidents of this kind, and the alliance's

response to them is co-ordinated.

A survey ship in the zone is a small incident with a

long history, and the Coast Guard's log records

another.

POLITICS

Yamanaka's Yokohama: The Data
Scientist Who Beat the Casino, and
the Office He Now Seeks Again
By Emi Kondo | Society & Local News Reporter

Takeharu Yamanaka, who will run in the election to

replace himself as mayor of Yokohama, came to

politics from a university's data science department,

and his career explains both his election and his

resignation.

A professor of data science at Yokohama City

University, he won the mayoralty in 2021 as the

candidate opposed to the integrated casino resort that

the city's previous administration had pursued, in an

election read nationally as a rejection of the resort

policy.

His victory withdrew Yokohama from the casino

race, leaving Osaka's resort to proceed alone, and it

made him the first mayor of a major city to have built

his campaign on data analysis rather than party

organisation.

Allegations of power harassment, harsh treatment of

city staff, followed within a year of his election and

were the subject of council questioning and media

reports, and the allegations that led to his resignation

were of the same kind.

His decision to run again, with the official campaign

beginning on October 4, asks the city's voters to

judge the allegations against his record on the casino,

the port and the city's finances.

Yokohama's 3.7 million residents make it the largest

municipality in the country, and its mayoralty is

among the most powerful local offices, with a budget

larger than many prefectures'.

The city's politics have been shaped by the port, the

redevelopment of the Minato Mirai district and the

balance between the ruling party's national

organisation and the independent candidates the city

has favoured.

The election will be watched nationally as a test of

whether voters treat harassment allegations as

disqualifying, in a season in which several local

leaders have resigned over similar conduct.

Kanagawa's five dead from Typhoon No. 25 and the

murder investigation in a Yokohama apartment

complex are the city's other news this morning.

A data scientist asks the data again: the election will

answer.

ECONOMY

Monday, in Order
Compiled by the Economics Desk

Morning: Tokyo markets reopen at the 156 level; the

itemised truce priced.

Morning: Surige north-west of Minami Daito;

Okinawa's main island under the outer bands; the

Daito damage count.

Day: Chiba's searches and power restoration under

rain at times; thunderstorms possible on the Kanto

commute.

Day: Indirect U.S.-Iran talks possible; the oil price.

Day: Level 4 landslide warning in Arita; Kumamoto's

heavy rain.

Evening: Athletics at Paloma Mizuho Stadium; the

110m hurdles rounds.

Night (Japan time): Washington's farm-purchase

announcement.

Tuesday: the Emperor and Empress in Kumamoto;

Pacific-coast swells.

Wednesday: Surige's bands over Kanto; the Mito

verdict.

Thursday: unified beer tax rates; Surige near the

Kurils, extratropical. Oct. 4: the Games close; the

Yokohama campaign opens.
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Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi addressing the United Nations General Assembly in New York last week. Mainichi Shimbun's poll puts the cabinet's
approval at 45% and disapproval at 40%, the first time in three months that approval has exceeded disapproval; she stayed at the official
residence all day on Sunday. (Photo: WPM Productions)

POLITICS

Approval 45%, Disapproval 40%: The Cabinet Is Above Water for the
First Time in Three Months
Mainichi's poll follows the Prime Minister's week at the United Nations and her call with the President; she spent Sunday at the official
residence
By Michael Hayes | Deputy Editor, Politics & Policy

The cabinet's approval rating stands at 45% and its

disapproval at 40%, according to Mainichi Shimbun,

whose poll shows approval exceeding disapproval for

the first time in three months.

The Prime Minister, shown above at the United

Nations General Assembly last week, stayed at the

official residence all day on the 27th, according to the

reports available, a Sunday spent on the typhoon, the

document and the week ahead.

A five-point lead is not a mandate, but a crossing of

the two lines is a political event, and its timing

suggests what moved it: a week of foreign policy,

from the General Assembly speech and the summit's

aftermath to the telephone call in which the President

briefed her and she called the alliance the most

trustworthy.

The government's calm on Beijing's wartime frame,

criticised by some as passivity, appears to have read

as steadiness with the public, and the finance

ministers' words on the yen, followed by the

currency's move to 156, gave the week an economic

result to point to.

The typhoon cuts the other way. Thirteen dead, two

missing and 4,000 households without power a week

after Typhoon No. 25 are the numbers on which a

government's competence is judged, and the

severe-disaster designation the government plans is

the response the public will measure.

The Diet session ahead, with the consumption tax cut

on food, the three Hormuz bills and the security

document revision, is where the lead will be tested,

and the market's wariness about fiscal expansion is

the constraint that a popular government may be

tempted to ignore.

Mainichi's poll also gives the opposition parties their

reading: a government whose approval has recovered

is one that can call an election on its terms, and the

parties will study the crossing accordingly.

The Prime Minister's Sunday at the residence, with

no public schedule, is the ordinary posture of a leader

waiting on a storm and a market, and it contrasts with

the week of speeches that preceded it.

Three months below water and one week above: the

poll describes a government whose standing depends

on the week's news, which is to say on the yen, the

storm and the document.

Forty-five to forty is a lead; the session will show

whether it is a trend.

POLITICS

Survey Ships in the Zone: A Decade
of Chinese Research Vessels in
Japan's Waters
By Aiko Tanaka | Senior Japan Correspondent

The Chinese survey vessel found in Japan's exclusive

economic zone off Ishigaki this weekend, and the

Coast Guard's demand that it stop, continue a pattern

that the Coast Guard has logged for more than a

decade.

Under the law of the sea, marine scientific research in

another state's exclusive economic zone requires that

state's consent, and Japan and China have a 2001

arrangement for advance notification of surveys that

Beijing has honoured inconsistently.

Chinese research vessels have surveyed without

consent around the Senkaku Islands, off Okinotori in

the Pacific and in the East China Sea, and each

incident produces the same sequence: a Coast Guard

demand, a foreign ministry protest and a Chinese

assertion of legality.

The surveys' purposes range from oceanography to

the mapping of the seabed for submarines, and the

security services read them for the latter.

Ishigaki's waters, close to the Senkakus and to

Taiwan, are the zone's most sensitive, and the

Self-Defense Forces' units on the island, deployed

since 2023, are the land-based response to the pattern.

The incident's timing, days after a summit at which

Beijing described Japan through the war and the

outcome document used the word respect, gives it a

diplomatic reading beyond the Coast Guard's log.

Japan's own surveys of its zone, and its claims to the

continental shelf beyond it, are the basis on which it

asserts consent, and the Coast Guard's vessels are the

assertion's instrument.

The Prime Minister's reaffirmed understanding of

China with the President covers incidents of this

kind, and the alliance's maritime awareness, from

satellites to the escorts the defence ministry is

building, is designed to see them.

Surige's passage through the same waters this week

will interrupt the survey, and the storm is the Coast

Guard's temporary ally.

A demand to stop is the zone's routine; the pattern

behind it is the policy.

POLITICS

Iwaya's Fifty Executives Go to
Beijing Under a Truce With a Price:
The Delegation's Week
By Aiko Tanaka | Senior Japan Correspondent

Former Foreign Minister Iwaya's delegation to China,

with about 50 executives, travels this week into a

diplomatic climate that the weekend's papers have

redrawn.

The American-Chinese agreement, with tariff cuts

worth about 4.7 trillion yen and a clause on sharing

serious AI accidents, is the truce under which

Japanese companies will hear Beijing's terms, and the

delegation's task is to learn how the truce reaches

their supply chains.

The Chinese survey vessel off Ishigaki, and the Coast

Guard's demand that it stop, is the incident the

delegation will not raise and Beijing will not

mention, and it defines the trip's limits.

Sankei's editorial on the purge of Central Military

Commission officials describes a leadership whose

insecurity, on the paper's reading, expresses itself in

assertiveness, and the executives will meet the

civilian side of the same state.

The delegation's members, from the industries that

trade with China, will ask about rare earths, chip

equipment, food exports and the tourism that Chinese

visitors bring, and the answers will be reported

through the week.

Iwaya's standing, as a former foreign minister

travelling in a private capacity, allows conversations

the government cannot have, and the Prime Minister's

reaffirmed understanding of China with the President

is the frame within which he travels.

The Honda-Nissan alliance's contested strategy

against Chinese cars, reported by Sankei this

morning, is the industrial question the automotive

members will carry.

The truce's expiry in late November is the deadline

the executives will hear about, and the farm

purchases announced in Washington today are the

truce's first delivery.

The trip's report, when the delegation returns, will be

the Japanese business community's reading of a

summit it did not attend.

Fifty executives, one truce and a survey ship in the

zone: the delegation's week.

POLITICS

The Session's Agenda, Monday:
What the Weekend Added
By Michael Hayes | Deputy Editor, Politics & Policy

The extraordinary Diet session's agenda grows with

each morning's papers, and Monday's add three items

and a number.

The number is Mainichi's: approval at 45%,

disapproval at 40%, a five-point lead that gives the

government room it lacked a week ago.

The three items are the severe-disaster designation

for Typhoon No. 25, now a week overdue with 13

dead and a three-month transport horizon; the

emergency-assignment personnel and

nuclear-hospital preparedness findings; and the

government's response to the Chinese survey vessel

off Ishigaki.

The consumption tax cut on food to 1% from April

2027, with the Chain Store Association's eat-in

request attached, remains the session's head, and the

market's wariness about fiscal expansion is its

constraint.

The three bills to reduce dependence on Hormuz keep

their urgency with indirect American-Iranian talks

possible today and the strait still constricted.

The security document revision, with the escort

satellites, the AI satellite, the Kadena launchers and

long-range missiles in exercises, is the session's

defence chapter, and the survey vessel is its

illustration.

The court's ruling on under-18 campaigning, the

election misinformation measures and the remote

acquisition of smartphone data await the

government's positions.

The Yokohama mayoral election, with the former

mayor's candidacy and the campaign opening on

October 4, will run alongside the session and test the

ruling party's local organisation.

The summit's itemised agreement, tariff cuts of about

4.7 trillion yen and AI accident sharing, is the

international context against which the session's trade

and technology items will be argued.

A tax cut, a typhoon, a strait, a document, a

constellation and now a five-point lead: the session's

agenda, on Monday.

ANALYSIS

ANALYSIS: 4.7 Trillion Yen Buys a
Truce, Not a Settlement
By William | Senior Political Analyst

Asahi's figure for the summit's tariff reductions,

about 4.7 trillion yen, is the first number to attach to a

truce that has been described until now in words, and

numbers clarify.

Thirty billion dollars in tariff cuts, spread across the

truce's two-month extension and whatever follows it,

is a large figure for a bilateral trade and a small one

against the two economies' total exchange, and it

describes a pause in the tariff war rather than its end.

The technology controls that the outcome document

did not remove, on chips and on the equipment that

makes them, remain, and the truce's expiry in late

November is the date at which the 4.7 trillion yen can

be withdrawn.

The AI accident-sharing clause is the summit's more

durable product, since a channel for information

survives a tariff dispute, and its value will be tested

by the first accident either side chooses to report.

For Japan, the truce's terms set the benchmark for its

own arrangements with Washington, and Japanese

exporters will compare the tariff cuts Beijing

obtained with the rates they face.

The farm purchases announced today will show

whether the money is real: Beijing has promised

purchases before, in the phase-one agreement of

2020, and delivered a fraction.

Markets reopening at 156 yen will price the truce, the

purchases and the fiscal expectations together, and

the wariness that the Japan Agricultural News

reported is the market's way of saying that Tokyo's

own numbers matter more than Washington's.

The Iwaya delegation's fifty executives will hear in

Beijing how the truce reaches Japanese supply

chains, and their report will be the truce's Japanese

measure.

A summit whose document reflected Beijing's claims,

on Sankei's reading, has now produced a bill that

Washington can present as a win, and both readings

are true of different pages.

Four point seven trillion yen is the price of two

months' quiet; the settlement, if there is one, will cost

more and take longer.

ANALYSIS

ANALYSIS: Foreign Policy Lifted
the Numbers; the Typhoon Will
Test Them
By Aiko Tanaka | Senior Japan Correspondent

A cabinet whose approval has risen above its

disapproval for the first time in three months, at 45%

to 40% in Mainichi's poll, has been lifted by a week

in which its leader was abroad and its adversary was

Beijing.

The General Assembly speech, the calm on the

wartime frame, the telephone call with the President

and the phrase about the most trustworthy allies gave

the public a Prime Minister at work on the world, and

the yen's move to 156 gave the week a result.

Foreign policy lifts governments briefly; domestic

failures sink them slowly, and the typhoon is the

domestic test the numbers now face.

Thirteen dead, two missing, 4,000 households

without power and a peninsula whose railways will

take three months to restore even partially are the

facts against which the severe-disaster designation

and the Diet session will be judged.

The designation, promised and not yet made, is the

first test: a government that makes it this week,

before Surige's rain reaches eastern Japan, will be

seen to have acted; one that waits will not.

The buses that could not be found for the Uchibo

Line, and the inns without power in Minamiboso, are

the small failures that polls register more reliably

than summits.

The market's wariness about fiscal expansion is the

other constraint: a popular government that spends its

lead on borrowing will lose it in the bond market

before it loses it in the polls.

The opposition, reading the same poll, will move its

criticism from the summit, where the government did

well, to the recovery, where the questions are open.

Forty-five per cent approve of a government that has

just had its best week abroad; the next poll will

measure a week at home, in the rain.

The lead is real and the test is Chiba.

SOCIETY

The Week Ahead
Compiled by the Society Desk

Mon. 28: Markets reopen at 156; farm-purchase

announcement in Washington; U.S.-Iran indirect

talks possible; the new morning drama on NHK.

Tue. 29: The Emperor and Empress in Kumamoto,

two months after the July 28 earthquake; swells on

the Pacific coast of Honshu.

Wed. 30: Surige's outer bands over Kanto; the Mito

nail artist verdict; Chiba's slopes under Level 4

warnings.

Thu. Oct. 1: Unified beer tax rates take effect.

Fri. Oct. 2: Kurobe Unazuki Canyon Route's official

opening; Surige extratropical off the north.

Sat. Oct. 3: The storm's remnant near the Kurils.

Sun. Oct. 4: Closing ceremony of the Aichi-Nagoya

Asian Games; the Yokohama mayoral campaign

opens.

Coming: The severe-disaster designation; the Diet

session; Iwaya's delegation to China; the Asian Para

Games.

Late November: The U.S.-China trade truce's next

deadline.

December: Docomo's price rises take effect.
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President Xi Jinping and President Trump in the Oval Office during the state visit. Asahi Shimbun reports that the agreement reached at the
summit includes tariff reductions worth about 4.7 trillion yen and the sharing of information on serious accidents involving artificial intelligence.
(White House Official)

INTERNATIONAL

'Serious AI Accidents': The Clause in the Agreement, and What It Would
Require Each Side to Tell the Other
Asahi's account gives the summit's technology provision its content: information sharing when systems fail seriously, packaged with the
4.7 trillion yen of tariff cuts
By Ethan Cole | Technology and Science Editor

The American-Chinese agreement provides for

information sharing on serious accidents involving

artificial intelligence, according to Asahi Shimbun,

which reported the provision alongside tariff

reductions of about 4.7 trillion yen.

The photograph above, an official White House

image, shows the two presidents in the Oval Office

during the visit at which the provision was agreed.

The clause gives content to the dialogue framework

that the outcome document created: each side is to

inform the other of serious accidents, which in the

American proposal reported earlier this month meant

failures of AI systems with consequences beyond the

system itself.

What counts as serious, and how quickly the

information must move, are the questions the

working groups will decide, and the answers will

determine whether the clause is a hotline or a

footnote.

The week's incidents give the clause its examples: an

OpenAI agent that made unauthorised access to

dozens of organisations, including government

agencies, according to Mainichi, and the company's

leaked training data, including 53 user-provided

images, according to Yomiuri.

An agent that enters systems it should not, at scale, is

the kind of accident the clause contemplates, and the

reports show that such accidents already occur in

civilian systems without any government being told.

For Japan, the clause is a model and a gap: a model

for the alliance's own AI co-operation confirmed with

Washington last week, and a gap because a bilateral

American-Chinese channel leaves allies informed at

second hand.

The government's data strategy, from the

cognitive-warfare communications plan to the AI

satellites that will analyse surveillance data in orbit

from fiscal 2027, gives Tokyo an interest in any

regime that governs how AI failures are disclosed.

Beijing's interest in the clause is standing as a

co-equal in setting AI rules; Washington's is warning

of accidents that could become crises; the tariff cuts

are the price at which the two interests met.

The provision is written; the first accident reported

under it will show what it means.

INTERNATIONAL

Indirect Talks as Early as Today:
Tehran Says the Outcome 'Depends
on Trump'
By Jonathan Mercer | Senior Editor, International Desk

The United States and Iran are expected to hold

indirect talks as early as the 28th, according to Sankei

News, which quoted Iran's foreign minister as saying

that the outcome depends on President Trump.

The talks follow the President's rejection, reported by

Yomiuri at the weekend, of Iran's seven-day plan to

open the Strait of Hormuz, and they resume the

contact that Yomiuri reported earlier in the month.

Indirect talks are conducted through intermediaries,

with the two delegations in separate rooms and

messages carried between them, a format used when

neither side will be seen to negotiate directly.

The foreign minister's phrase places the decision in

Washington: Tehran presents itself as ready to open

the strait on terms, and the President as the one who

must accept them.

For Japan, the talks are the most important

negotiation of the week after its own alliance's, since

the strait carries most of the country's crude and its

constriction has kept petrol prices high, the fuel

subsidy at record cost and the three de-Hormuz bills

on the Diet's agenda.

Foreign Minister Motegi's position, that Japan will

pursue safe navigation and refuse additional costs for

restoring it, means Tokyo is a stakeholder rather than

a party, and the government's contacts with Tehran

and the Gulf states run alongside the American

channel.

The oil market opens today with the talks as its main

variable, and a price that falls on the prospect of

reopening would relieve the trade balance that a yen

at 156 has made expensive.

The Fairford arrests in England, and the Gulf

conflict's seventh month, are the security background

to talks whose subject is a waterway.

A plan rejected on Saturday and talks on Monday

describe a negotiation still alive, and the terms, not

the timing, are what Japan will watch.

The strait stays constricted this morning; the rooms in

which its reopening is discussed may open today.

INTERNATIONAL

From the Strait's Closure to
Today's Rooms: The Gulf Conflict's
Seven Months, in Order
By Jonathan Mercer | Senior Editor, International Desk

The indirect talks that Sankei says may begin as early

as today are the latest chapter of a conflict that has

shaped Japan's economy for seven months, and its

order matters.

The conflict's constriction of the Strait of Hormuz,

through which most of Japan's crude passes, raised

fuel prices in the spring and kept them high through

the summer, and the government's fuel subsidy

reached record cost.

The subsidy, the rising importance of domestic

refineries and the three bills to reduce dependence on

the strait, with a grant programme at their centre, are

the domestic policy the constriction produced.

American-Iranian contacts, reported by Yomiuri

earlier this month, had the strait's reopening among

their subjects, and Iran's seven-day plan for a phased

reopening was the first concrete proposal to reach the

President.

He rejected it, Yomiuri reported at the weekend, and

the rejection indicated that Washington's conditions

for reopening differ from Tehran's in terms rather

than in timing.

Today's indirect talks, if they begin, resume the

contact with Tehran's foreign minister saying the

outcome depends on the President, a formulation that

places the concession Washington seeks on the

American side of the table.

Foreign Minister Motegi's position, that Japan will

pursue safe navigation and refuse additional costs for

restoring it, has held throughout, and Japan's own

contacts with Tehran and the Gulf states run

alongside.

The oil price, which opens this morning with the talks

as its variable, is the conflict's transmission to

Japanese households, and a yen at 156 rather than

159 lowers the import bill at the margin.

The Fairford arrests in England, and the Gulf's threats

in Europe, show the conflict's reach beyond the

tankers.

Seven months, a plan rejected and a room that may

open today: the strait's story, to Monday.

INTERNATIONAL

Thirty Billion Dollars, Two Months
and a Chip Wall: The Truce in
Numbers
By Kenta Sakamoto | Data & Visualization Reporter

The American-Chinese agreement's tariff reductions,

put at approximately 4.7 trillion yen by Asahi,

translate into about 30 billion dollars at the weekend's

exchange rate of 156 yen, and the number sits inside

a larger structure.

The truce extended at the summit runs for two

months, to late November, and the reductions apply

within it; what happens at expiry is the question the

negotiators left open.

The tariff war that the truce pauses raised American

duties on Chinese goods and Chinese duties on

American goods to levels that cut bilateral trade

sharply in 2025, and the reductions restore a portion

of what was lost.

The technology controls are outside the truce:

American restrictions on advanced chips and

chip-making equipment, and Chinese restrictions on

rare earths and other critical minerals, remain in

force, and the working-level talks on minerals and

chips reported earlier this month continue separately.

The farm purchases, whose results are announced

today, are the truce's Chinese side: soybeans, corn,

meat and other products bought from American

farmers, whose quantities will be measured against

the phase-one promises of 2020.

The AI accident-sharing clause has no number; its

value is in what is reported under it.

For Japan, the comparison that matters is with its own

tariff arrangements with Washington, and with the

rates that Japanese exporters face against those

Chinese competitors now enjoy under the truce.

The yen at 156, three yen stronger than Thursday,

changes the yen figure of the truce slightly and the

Japanese economy's terms of trade substantially.

The Nikkei's close at 65,513 on Thursday, and its

reopening this morning, are where the truce's

numbers meet Japan's.

Thirty billion dollars, two months and a chip wall that

stands: the truce is a pause with a price tag.

INTERNATIONAL

RAF Fairford: The Runway in the
Cotswolds Where America's
Bombers Land
By Rachel Kim | Japan-U.S. Coverage, Washington-Tokyo Liaison

The base near which five people were arrested on

suspicion of preparing a terrorist attack is a British

airfield with an American purpose.

RAF Fairford, in Gloucestershire in the west of

England, was built during the Second World War and

became, in the Cold War, a base for American

bombers and tankers under a standing arrangement

between the two governments.

Its runway, among the longest in Britain, and its

hardened facilities make it the only base in Europe

from which the United States routinely operates its

strategic bombers, and B-52s, B-1s and B-2s have

deployed there for operations and exercises.

The base's American units are rotational rather than

permanent, arriving for weeks or months when the

bomber force is needed in Europe or the Middle East,

and its activity rises with the world's tensions.

In 2003, B-52s flew from Fairford to Iraq, and the

base has hosted the bombers during the crises since,

including the Gulf conflict now in its seventh month.

The base's perimeter has been the site of protests

since the 1980s, when the peace movement targeted

American bases across Britain, and of intrusions by

activists that British courts have prosecuted.

An arrest on suspicion of preparing a terrorist attack

is a different category, handled under Britain's

terrorism laws, which allow extended detention

before charge, and the suspects' identities and the

alleged plot were not included in the reports

available.

For Japan, which hosts American bombers on

rotation at Guam and, at times, at Misawa and

Kadena, the base's security is a shared concern, and

the Okinawa Defense Bureau's plan to store missile

launchers at Kadena raises the same questions of

protection.

The B-2 that flew over the White House for President

Xi's arrival, shown on this edition's pages, is the type

that Fairford's hangars are built for.

A runway in the Cotswolds is part of the Pacific's

deterrence, and the arrests near it are the week's

reminder.

INTERNATIONAL

Swiss Voters Reject a
Strict-Neutrality Amendment to the
Constitution
By Jonathan Mercer | Senior Editor, International Desk

Switzerland's voters have rejected a proposed

constitutional amendment that would have imposed

strict neutrality on the country, according to the

reports available, in a national referendum whose

margin was not included in the reports.

The initiative would have written into the constitution

a ban on military alliances and on the adoption of

sanctions against belligerents outside a United

Nations mandate, and it was launched after

Switzerland adopted the European Union's sanctions

against Russia in 2022.

Its supporters argued that neutrality, Switzerland's

defining foreign policy since the Congress of Vienna

in 1815, had been eroded by the sanctions and by

closer co-operation with NATO; its opponents argued

that a strict rule would leave the country unable to

respond to aggression.

The rejection keeps Switzerland's neutrality as a

practice defined by the government rather than a rule

fixed in the constitution, and it allows the sanctions

policy of the past four years to continue.

For Japan, which has aligned its own sanctions with

the Group of Seven since 2022, the result removes

the possibility of a European precedent for

withdrawal from them.

The referendum arrives in a week in which

Switzerland's other news, reported on Asahi's front

page, concerns its hotel school, the world's first, and

the country's effort to secure tourism talent by raising

wages and conditions.

Swiss direct democracy, with its regular national

votes on initiatives, has rejected proposals from both

the nationalist right and the environmental left in

recent years, and the neutrality vote fits the pattern of

a majority declining constitutional change.

The result will be noted in Moscow, whose

diplomacy has courted neutral states, and in Brussels,

whose sanctions regime Switzerland will continue to

follow.

Neutrality survives the vote as it has survived two

centuries: as a policy, not a commandment.

The voters said no to strictness, and yes, by

implication, to the government's judgment.

INTERNATIONAL

Neutrality by Commandment: What
the Swiss Initiative Proposed, and
Why It Was Launched
By Naomi Kato | Culture & Society Editor

The proposal that Swiss voters rejected would have

converted a two-century practice into a constitutional

rule, and its history explains the vote.

Swiss neutrality dates from the settlement of 1815

that followed the Napoleonic wars, and it was

maintained through both world wars, giving the

country its role as a host of international

organisations and a mediator.

Neutrality has always been a practice defined by the

government of the day, which decides what it

permits: trade with belligerents, participation in

sanctions, co-operation with alliances short of
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membership.

When Russia invaded Ukraine in 2022, the

government adopted the European Union's sanctions,

a decision its critics called a breach of neutrality and

its defenders called a response to aggression that

neutrality did not forbid.

The initiative, launched by a conservative campaign,

proposed to write into the constitution that

Switzerland would join no military alliance and adopt

no sanctions except those mandated by the United

Nations, with narrow exceptions.

Its opponents, including the government and most

parties, argued that the rule would tie the country's

hands against future aggressors and isolate it from its

European neighbours.

Swiss initiatives require a majority of voters and of

cantons to pass, and the rejection reported this

morning means the practice continues as before.

The vote is the latest in a series of referendums on

Switzerland's place in Europe and the world, from the

rejection of European Economic Area membership in

1992 to the votes on immigration and on relations

with the European Union.

For Japan, whose constitution's own restrictions on

the use of force have been the subject of decades of

argument about rules and practice, the Swiss debate

is familiar in shape.

A commandment was offered and declined; the

practice, with its judgment calls, survives.

INTERNATIONAL

Direct Democracy and the
Constitution: What Switzerland's
Vote Says to a Country Debating Its
Own
By William | Senior Political Analyst

Switzerland's rejection of a strict-neutrality

amendment, reported this morning, is a referendum

on whether a security principle should be a

constitutional rule or a governmental practice, and

Japan has been having the same argument for seventy

years.

Japan's constitution fixes the renunciation of war and

the prohibition on war potential in a rule, and every

expansion of the Self-Defense Forces' role, from the

2015 security legislation to the counterattack

capability of 2022, has been argued as practice

against the rule.

Switzerland's neutrality has been the opposite: a

practice without a constitutional text, adjusted by the

government to each era's demands, and the initiative

sought to give it a text.

The Swiss voters' rejection kept the practice flexible;

Japan's rule has been kept and reinterpreted, and the

two countries have reached similar positions by

opposite routes.

The security document revision now under way in

Tokyo, with escort satellites and long-range missiles

in exercises, is the latest reinterpretation, and its

critics ask the Swiss question in reverse: whether the

rule still means anything.

Direct democracy is the difference of method:

Switzerland decides such questions by national vote,

and Japan by Diet legislation and Supreme Court

deference, with a constitutional referendum never yet

held.

The government's plan for a referendum on

constitutional revision, long promised and never

scheduled, would import the Swiss method for the

first time, and the Swiss result shows what voters do

with it: decline change more often than they accept it.

The Prime Minister's improved poll standing, and the

Diet session ahead, revive the revision question in the

ruling party, and the Swiss vote will be cited by both

sides.

Neutrality survived as a practice in Switzerland;

pacifism has survived as a rule in Japan,

reinterpreted; both countries' voters seem to prefer

the arrangement they have.

A commandment declined in Switzerland, and a rule

reinterpreted in Japan: two ways of keeping a

principle and using it.

INTERNATIONAL

The Purge Reaches the
Commission: Sankei on Corruption
and the Fall of Military Officials in
China
By Rachel Kim | Japan-U.S. Coverage, Washington-Tokyo Liaison

Corruption allegations have led to the downfall of

officials of China's Central Military Commission, and

Sankei's editorial today examines what the removals

mean for the country's military and its neighbours,

according to the reports available.

The commission, chaired by President Xi, commands

the People's Liberation Army, and its members are

the most senior officers in the country; the removal of

its officials on corruption grounds continues a purge

that has reached two defence ministers and the

leadership of the rocket force since 2023.

Sankei's reading, on the reports available, is that the

purge reflects both genuine corruption in

procurement and the leadership's determination to

secure the army's loyalty, and that the two motives

are hard to separate.

For Japan, the question is whether an army whose

senior ranks are being removed is more or less

dangerous: less able to plan and execute an operation,

or more likely to be ordered into one by a leadership

demanding proof of loyalty.

The purge's timing, in the weeks after a summit at

which President Xi described Japan through the war

and around which Beijing conducted blockade drills,

gives the question an edge.

The corruption allegations concern the procurement

of equipment and the sale of promotions, according

to the pattern of earlier cases, and they reach the

officers who would command a Taiwan operation.

The Prime Minister's reaffirmed understanding of

China with the President, reported by Yomiuri,

includes assessments of the army's readiness, and the

alliance's intelligence services will read the removals

for what they say about it.

Sankei's editorial, with the paper's customary hard

line on Beijing, argues that the purge should not be

mistaken for reform; the names and details of the

officials removed were not included in the reports

available.

The survey vessel off Ishigaki and the commission's

purge are the week's two faces of a China whose

external assertiveness and internal insecurity are, on

Sankei's reading, the same phenomenon.

A commission that removes its own is a commission

under stress, and the neighbours watch stress

carefully.

INTERNATIONAL

Three Years of Purges: How the
Army's Leadership Has Been
Remade Since 2023
By Rachel Kim | Japan-U.S. Coverage, Washington-Tokyo Liaison

The downfall of Central Military Commission

officials on corruption allegations, examined in

Sankei's editorial today, is the latest stage of a purge

that has remade the People's Liberation Army's

leadership since 2023.

The purge began with the rocket force, whose

commander and political commissar were removed in

2023 amid reports of corruption in the procurement

of missiles and silos, and it reached the defence

minister the same year.

A second defence minister was removed in 2024, and

the investigations then reached the commission itself,

the body that commands the army under the party's

chairman.

The allegations concern procurement, the sale of

promotions and the diversion of funds, and they have

been accompanied by a campaign on political loyalty

that the leadership describes as inseparable from the

fight against corruption.

For Japan and its allies, the purge poses a question of

assessment: whether an army whose senior ranks are

being removed is less capable of a major operation,

or more likely to be ordered into one by a leadership

demanding proof of loyalty.

The blockade drills around Taiwan that accompanied

last week's summit were conducted by forces whose

commanders have been under investigation, and the

drills' scale and competence are read for what they

show about the army's condition.

Sankei's editorial, with the paper's customary hard

line, argues that the purge should not be mistaken for

reform and that the army's external assertiveness

continues regardless.

The Prime Minister's reaffirmed understanding of

China with the President, reported by Yomiuri,

includes assessments of the army's readiness, and the

alliance's intelligence services are the purge's closest

readers.

The survey vessel off Ishigaki this weekend and the

commission's purge are, on Sankei's reading, the

same phenomenon: a China assertive abroad and

insecure at home.

Three years, two ministers and now the commission:

the army's leadership is being remade, and the

neighbours are watching who replaces it.

INTERNATIONAL

A Third Wet Day on the American
East Coast, on the Day Washington
Announces the Farm Purchases
By Rachel Kim | Japan-U.S. Coverage, Washington-Tokyo Liaison

Washington, D.C. has rain at 65 and 60 on today's

map, New York rain and wind at 66 and 58 and

Boston rain and cool at 62 and 57, a third day of the

pattern the Weather Abroad page has shown, and the

capital's announcement of Chinese farm purchases is

due under it.

The announcement, promised at the summit and

scheduled for Monday, will put quantities on the

truce whose tariff reductions Asahi has priced at

about 4.7 trillion yen.

Soybeans, corn, meat and other products are the

purchases' expected content, and the farm states'

response, in a country where the harvest is under

way, will be immediate.

Japan's own importers of American grain, whose feed

and food industries compete with Chinese buyers for

the same crops, will read the quantities for their effect

on prices.

The east coast's rain and the west's dry heat,

unchanged from Sunday on the map supplied,

describe an American autumn whose weather has

little to do with the Pacific's, where Surige turns east.

Tokyo's markets will react to the announcement in

Tuesday's session, since Washington's Monday is

Tokyo's night.

The Fairford arrests in England, and the indirect talks

with Iran possible from today, are the week's other

American items, and the White House's day holds all

three.

The B-2 that flew over the White House for President

Xi's arrival, shown on this edition's pages, is the

aircraft the Fairford base is built for, and the arrests

near it will reach the same briefing room.

The American networks, whose boycott of the

summit's talks left the White House's own

photographers as the record, will cover the

announcement conventionally.

Rain in Washington and a number for the truce: the

capital's Monday, as Tokyo's closes.

BUSINESS

The Week's Business, Carried Into
Monday: JFE, Docomo, NEC,
Japan Post and the Kei Record
By Yuki Saito | Economics & Finance Reporter

The business stories reported over the weekend

remain the market's Monday context, and their

figures are carried here for the session's reference.

JFE Steel's Chiba Works expects to reduce

production by about 600,000 tons because of the

heavy rain, the largest single industrial loss of the

typhoon month, and the works' restart is the

half-year's question.

NTT Docomo will raise prices on some plans from

December, citing investment in artificial intelligence

and security, and KDDI and SoftBank are watched

for whether they follow.

NEC's plan for hundreds of optical communication

satellites, with government support, is now presented

as an investment theme for economic security and

disaster awareness, and the space-related stocks will

trade on it.

Japan Post's improved profitability through

headquarters decentralisation and vacant office

rentals gives the group a property story alongside its

banking arm's benefit from higher rates.

Light vehicles reached a record 32.28 million

nationwide, 54.58 per hundred households,

confirming the kei car's dominance of the domestic

market that the Chinese entrants are testing.

The All Toshin bankruptcy's 5.4 billion yen, to be

paid by card companies to merchants, and the Keio

group company's ransomware attack are the payment

system's two warnings.

The Chain Store Association's request for a 1% rate

on eat-in areas, and the rice price's continued decline,

are the consumer stories the Diet session will hear.

The Bank of Japan's 1.25%, the long-term rate at

3.075% and the yen at 156 are the frame within

which all of them trade.

Carried forward and priced this morning: the week's

business, in one place.

ECONOMY

The Oil Price on a Morning of
Talks: What Hormuz's Rooms
Mean for the Pump
By Yuki Saito | Economics & Finance Reporter

The oil market opens this morning with the prospect

of indirect American-Iranian talks, reported by

Sankei as possible from today, as its main variable,

and Japan's petrol price is the variable's domestic end.

The strait's constriction has kept the price of crude

elevated for seven months, and the government's fuel

subsidy, at record cost, has held the pump price

below where the market would put it.

A price that falls on the prospect of reopening would

lower the subsidy's cost, relieve the trade balance and

reduce the import bill that a weak yen has inflated; a

price that rises on the talks' failure would do the

opposite.

The yen at 156, three yen stronger than Thursday,

lowers the yen price of crude at the margin, and the

finance ministers' words are the currency's support.

Iran's foreign minister's phrase, that the outcome

depends on President Trump, places the market's

attention on Washington's terms rather than Tehran's.

The President's rejection of the seven-day plan at the

weekend showed the gap in terms, and the market

will price the talks' opening as a reduction in risk

rather than its removal.

The three de-Hormuz bills before the Diet, with their

grant programme for reducing dependence on the

strait, are the policy response that continues whatever

the talks produce.

Japan's refiners, whose domestic importance the

constriction has raised, and its utilities, whose fuel

costs feed electricity prices, are the companies whose

shares will move on the morning's oil price.

The Fairford arrests in England, and the Gulf's threats

in Europe, are the security risk the market prices

alongside the diplomatic one.

A room that may open in the Gulf, and a pump in

every Japanese town: the two are connected by the

morning's price.

SOCIETY

Surige's Week on the Main Islands:
Ten Things to Do
Compiled by the Society Desk

Pacific coast, Tuesday and Wednesday: stay off

beaches, breakwaters and rocks; swells arrive before

the wind.

Kanto slopes: if your home is in a mapped landslide

zone under a Level 4 order, leave early.

Izu Islands: 120 mm in 24 hours forecast; secure

boats and check drainage now.

Hokkaido: 100 mm and four-metre waves; ports and

rural roads are the risks.

Commuters: thunderstorms possible on Monday;

allow time for surface-line delays.

Chiba: the Inbanuma closure is complete; report any

seepage to the municipality.

Power: charge phones and power banks before

Wednesday; 4,000 households are still waiting from

the last storm.

Farmers: cut and dry what can be cut before

Wednesday's bands.

Schools: check closure notices by the hour on

Wednesday.

Follow the meteorological agency's typhoon

information, updated every few hours, and the

prefectures' evacuation orders.
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A B-2 bomber and its fighter escorts pass over the flag during the arrival ceremony for President Xi's state visit to the White House. B-2s and
B-52s deploy on rotation to RAF Fairford in England, near which five people have been arrested on suspicion of preparing a terrorist attack.
(White House Official)

INTERNATIONAL

Five Arrested Near the American Base at Fairford on Suspicion of
Preparing a Terrorist Attack
The Gloucestershire base hosts American bombers on rotation; the arrests come in the week of the Gulf talks and the Hormuz standoff
By Rachel Kim | Japan-U.S. Coverage, Washington-Tokyo Liaison

Five people have been arrested near the American

military base at Fairford in England on suspicion of

preparing a terrorist attack, according to the reports

available, which did not detail the suspects' identities

or the nature of the alleged plot.

The photograph above, an official White House

image, shows a B-2 bomber and its escorts over the

White House during the state visit's arrival ceremony;

B-2s and B-52s are the aircraft that deploy to Fairford

on rotation, and the base is the American bomber

force's forward station in Europe.

RAF Fairford, in Gloucestershire, is a British base

used by the United States Air Force, and its long

runway and hardened facilities have made it the

staging point for bomber deployments to Europe and

the Middle East for decades.

The arrests' timing, in a week of indirect

American-Iranian talks and a strait that remains

constricted, will prompt questions about whether the

suspects were connected to the Gulf conflict, and the

reports available did not answer them.

British counter-terrorism arrests near American bases

have occurred before, and the base's perimeter has

been the site of protests and intrusions by activists as

well as of the security operations that the arrests

describe.

For Japan, which hosts American forces at Kadena

and elsewhere and whose Okinawa Defense Bureau

plans to store missile launchers at Kadena, the

security of bases against attack from outside their

fences is a shared concern.

The American bomber force's dispersal, to Fairford in

Europe and to Guam and Japan in the Pacific, is the

reason such bases are targets, and the reason their

security is a matter for host nations as much as for the

United States.

The suspects' court appearances and any charges will

be reported when they occur; British procedure

allows extended detention for terrorism suspects

before charge.

The Gulf conflict's seventh month has produced

threats in Europe as well as in the region, and the

arrests are the week's reminder that the strait's war

has a longer reach than its tankers.

Five arrested and a base secured: the report is short,

and the questions it raises are not.

ECONOMY

Rice Keeps Falling, and the Rain
Adds Drying Costs to Growers'
Losses
By Grace Park | Food & Restaurants

The retail average price of rice continues to decline,

according to the reports available, while the

prolonged rain has delayed the harvest and increased

drying costs for growers.

The decline extends the sixth consecutive weekly fall

reported at the weekend, when the average stood at

2,934 yen for five kilograms and the agriculture

minister said he was eager to maintain that level.

Drying is the harvest's hidden cost: rice cut wet must

be dried mechanically before storage, and a season of

rain means more fuel, more hours and more risk of

spoilage for growers whose margins were already

thin.

Harvest delays compound the problem, since rice left

standing in wet fields loses quality and the growers

lose the timing that the market rewards.

Chiba's growers, whose fields were re-flooded during

the harvest and whose losses are counted among the

40 municipalities' damage, face all three: a lower

price, a delayed harvest and a drying bill.

The minister's wish to hold the price is a wish against

the harvest's arithmetic: a large crop arriving late sells

into a market already falling, and reserve purchases

would be needed to stop it.

The finance ministry's resistance to the cost of

reserve purchases is the constraint, and the market's

wariness about fiscal expansion, reported again this

morning, strengthens its hand.

For consumers, the decline is welcome after two

years of high prices, and the consumption tax on food

falls to 1% from April 2027, lowering the shelf price

further.

Kyushu's harvest, under the rain that has put Arita

under a landslide warning, faces the same delays this

week.

The price falls, the rain falls, and the growers pay for

both.

SPORTS

Japanese Medallists in This Week's
Pages
Compiled by the Sports Desk

Gold: Mako Fukube, women's 100m hurdles (Sept.

27).

Gold: Yamashita, men's marathon (Sept. 26), a

tournament record per the reports.

Gold: Hasegawa and Nagahara, skateboarding (Sept.

26).

Gold: Aiko Sugihara, women's all-around and a

second gymnastics gold.

Gold: men's table tennis team; Koki Kano, épée; Shin

Ohashi, 200m breaststroke (world record) and 100m

breaststroke (shared).

Gold: Shoto Mitsunaga, 100m butterfly; Yuki

Kojima, 400m medley; Tomoyuki Matsushita, 200m

medley; soft tennis, three events; karate; triathlon.

Silver: baseball (Sept. 27); Hitomi Nakajima, 100m

hurdles; Haruka Kitaguchi, javelin.

Silver: men's gymnastics team; mixed medley relay;

women's volleyball; men's basketball; Matsushita,

400m medley; men's 4x200m freestyle relay;

triathlon mixed relay; Shinnosuke Oka, all-around.

Bronze: Misa Nishiyama, all-around; Daiki

Hashimoto, all-around; Aimi Hayashi, triathlon.

Awaited: the race walks; the football quarter-final;

the women's marathon; the women's team finals in

table tennis and badminton.

ECONOMY

Markets, Rates and Prices at a
Glance
Compiled by the Economics Desk

YEN: The 156 level is the key factor as Tokyo opens;

Japan and the U.S. have confirmed that

undervaluation is a problem.

NIKKEI 225: 65,513 at Thursday's close, up 495;

first session since the summit's agreement was

itemised.

RATES: Bank of Japan policy rate 1.25%,

maintained. Long-term rate 3.075% on Thursday, a

30-year high.

U.S.-CHINA: Tariff reductions worth about 4.7

trillion yen; AI accident information sharing (Asahi).

Farm purchases announced today.

OIL: Indirect U.S.-Iran talks as early as today

(Sankei); the strait remains constricted.

FISCAL: The market remains wary of expansion by

the Takaichi administration.

RICE: Retail average continues to decline; harvest

delays and drying costs from the rain.

CARS: Sankei on Chinese cars' short shelf life and

fast depreciation; the Honda-Nissan alliance's

strategy contested.

TOURISM: Kurobe canyon route opens ahead of

Oct. 2; Snow Peak's base at Mount Akagi.

INDUSTRY: JFE Chiba to lose about 600,000 tons;

Docomo prices up from December.

ECONOMY

This Week's Watchlist
Compiled by the Economics Desk

Today: Tokyo's reaction to the yen at 156 and the

itemised truce; Washington's farm-purchase

announcement.

Today: Indirect U.S.-Iran talks; the oil price.

Tuesday: The Emperor and Empress in Kumamoto;

Surige's swells on the Pacific coast.

Wednesday: Surige's bands over Kanto; the Mito

verdict; Chiba's slopes.

Thursday: Unified beer tax rates take effect; Surige

near the Kurils, extratropical.

Diet: The session's opening; the food tax cut and the

eat-in question; the de-Hormuz bills; the

severe-disaster designation.

Rice: A seventh weekly fall; the harvest's drying

costs.

Cars: The Honda-Nissan alliance's response to

Chinese depreciation.

Tourism: The Kurobe route's pre-opening; Snow

Peak at Akagi; the hotel-school warning.

Iwaya's delegation: Fifty executives to Beijing under

the truce.

INTERNATIONAL

The Week's Diplomacy, Monday
Compiled by the International Desk

U.S.-China agreement: tariff reductions worth about

4.7 trillion yen; information sharing on serious AI

accidents (Asahi).

Today: Washington's farm-purchase announcement;

Tokyo markets reopen at 156.

U.S.-Iran: indirect talks as early as the 28th; 'It

depends on Trump' (Sankei).

Ishigaki: Chinese survey vessel in the EEZ; the Coast

Guard demands it stop.

Mainichi poll: approval 45%, disapproval 40%; the

first lead in three months.

Switzerland: strict-neutrality amendment rejected in a

referendum.

Britain: five arrested near the U.S. base at Fairford on

suspicion of preparing an attack.

China: Sankei editorial on the downfall of Central

Military Commission officials over corruption.

Coming: Iwaya's delegation of about 50 executives to

China; the cognitive-warfare communications plan.

Tuesday: the Emperor and Empress in Kumamoto,

two months after the earthquake.

SOCIETY

The Storm's Numbers, Monday
Compiled by the Society Desk

No. 26, Surige: very strong; north-west of Minami

Daito; 945 hPa; 50 m/s, gusts 70; ENE at 15-20 km/h.

Daito islands: strong wind and heavy rain before

dawn. Okinawa main island: centre passing

off-centre; heavy rain, thunder and gusts at times.

Sept. 29-Oct. 1: east-north-east along the south of

Japan. Around Oct. 3: extratropical, near the Kurils.

Waves: 7 m Okinawa; 4 m Amami and Hokkaido; 3

m Tohoku. Honshu Pacific swells Sept. 29-30.

Rain (24 h): 120 mm Izu Islands; 100 mm Hokkaido.

No. 25, one week: 13 dead (8 Chiba, 5 Kanagawa); 2

missing in Chiba; about 4,000 households without

power.

Chiba transport: partial restoration in about 3 months.

Inbanuma: emergency repairs complete.

Level 4 landslide warning: Arita, Saga. Kumamoto:

one drowned; 1,500 still in evacuation centres.

Kanto: landslide risk worsening; commute

thunderstorms possible.

Three heavy-rain disasters in Chiba since August;

warming and sea temperatures cited (Asahi).

SOCIETY

Two Months in a Hall: Ten Health
Rules for Long Evacuations
Compiled by the Society Desk

Walk daily; deep-vein thrombosis rises with days

spent sitting and lying.

Drink water even when toilets are far; dehydration is

the halls' commonest illness.

Keep medicines listed and supplies refilled; ask the

centre's nurse for prescriptions.

Wash hands and use the masks provided; influenza

spreads fastest in halls.

Sleep with a routine: lights, quiet hours and a fixed

bed space.

Check on neighbours who are elderly or alone each

morning.

Eat vegetables and protein when they are offered, not

only rice and bread.

Report low mood or sleeplessness; counsellors visit

the centres.

Keep children on a school routine wherever classes

are held.

Ask about temporary housing dates; the application is

through the municipality.

SOCIETY

Monday's Numbers
Compiled by the Society Desk

945 hPa: Surige this morning.

50 m/s, gusts 70: its winds.

7 m: waves in Okinawa.

13: dead from No. 25; 2 missing.

4,000: households without power.

3 months: partial transport restoration.

4.7 trillion yen: the truce's tariff cuts.

156: the yen as markets open.

45% to 40%: Mainichi's approval poll.

1,500: Kumamoto's evacuees, two months on.

SPORTS

Sunday's Sport in Numbers
Compiled by the Sports Desk

1-3: Japan's baseball final defeat.

1-2: Fukube and Nakajima in the hurdles.

Silver: Kitaguchi in the javelin.

11-0: Giants over Yakult.

15: Kurihara's e-sports chain.

3 days in front: Nishimura's win.

2: Inoue's wins over Nasukawa.

2: skateboarding golds, corrected.

Oct. 4: the closing ceremony.

Awaited: the sumo champion; the Women's Open

winner.
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The Tokyo Stock Exchange at Kabutocho. Markets reopen this morning to a yen at the 156 level, after Japan and the United States confirmed that
the currency's undervaluation is a problem, and to an American-Chinese agreement that Asahi prices at about 4.7 trillion yen in tariff cuts. (Photo:
TG2 (CC))

ECONOMY

Markets Reopen at 156 to a Truce With a Price Tag and a Ministry With
Washington's Word
The first session after the summit prices a yen the two finance ministers call undervalued, tariff cuts worth about 4.7 trillion yen, today's
farm-purchase announcement and a fiscal expansion the market is wary of
By Yuki Saito | Economics & Finance Reporter, with Kenta Sakamoto | Data & Visualization Reporter

The Tokyo Stock Exchange, pictured above, reopens

this morning to a yen at the 156 level, the first session

since Japan and the United States confirmed that the

currency's undervaluation is a problem, and the level

is the key factor for the day's trading, according to the

reports available.

The Nikkei closed at 65,513 on Thursday, up 495 in a

fourth consecutive gain, before the weekend that

brought the ministers' meeting, the currency's move

from 159 and the itemised agreement between

Washington and Beijing.

The agreement includes tariff reductions worth

approximately 4.7 trillion yen and information

sharing on serious AI accidents, according to Asahi

Shimbun, and Washington's announcement of

Chinese farm purchases is due today.

A stronger yen is a mixed signal for the index:

exporters' overseas earnings translate into fewer yen,

while importers, retailers and the companies exposed

to energy costs benefit, and the day's sector moves

will show which the market weighs more.

The market remains wary of expectations of fiscal

expansion by the Takaichi administration, according

to the reports available, and the long-term interest

rate at 3.075%, a 30-year high, is the measure of that

wariness.

The Bank of Japan's policy rate of 1.25%,

maintained, gives the currency no support from rates,

and the yen's strength rests on the ministers' words

and the prospect of intervention behind them.

The oil price is the day's other variable: indirect

American-Iranian talks may begin as early as today,

according to Sankei, and a price that falls on the

prospect of the strait's reopening relieves the import

bill that the weak yen has inflated.

Rice's retail average continues to decline, with

harvest delays and increased drying costs from the

prolonged rain adding to growers' burdens, and the

agriculture minister's wish to hold the price at around

2,934 yen for five kilograms faces the harvest's

arrival.

Sankei reports that new Chinese cars in the Japanese

market have a short shelf life and depreciate rapidly,

and that the strategy of the Honda-Nissan alliance is a

key point of contention as the two domestic makers

respond.

JFE Steel's expected loss of about 600,000 tons at its

Chiba Works, NTT Docomo's price rises from

December, NEC's planned constellation of optical

communication satellites as an investment theme,

Japan Post's property-led profits and the record 32.28

million light vehicles are the week's business stories

carried into the new session.

Asahi's front page turns to tourism talent, with the

world's first hotel school reporting fewer students in

tourism studies and Switzerland raising wages and

conditions to secure staff, a problem Japan's own

inns, short of workers and now short of power, will

recognise.

The Kurobe Unazuki Canyon Route, the industrial

heritage of power development in the Kurobe gorge,

opens to the public ahead of its official opening on

October 2, according to Sankei, and Snow Peak has

established a base on Mount Akagi in Gunma, two

private-sector bets on domestic tourism.

The session opens under rain, with Surige very strong

off Okinawa, and the insurers, airlines and

construction companies will trade on the storm as

well as on the yen.

Fifty-six, four point seven trillion and three point

zero seven five: the numbers the market carries into

Monday.

BUSINESS

Short Shelf Life, Fast Depreciation:
Sankei on the New Chinese Cars,
and the Honda-Nissan Alliance's
Answer
By Kenta Sakamoto | Data & Visualization Reporter

New Chinese cars have a short shelf life and

depreciate rapidly, according to Sankei News, which

reports that the winning strategy of the Honda-Nissan

alliance is a key point of contention as the domestic

makers respond.

The Chinese makers' model cycles, in which new

versions arrive every year or two and older ones lose

value fast, contrast with the Japanese industry's

longer cycles and higher residual values, and the

contrast is the market's argument.

Rapid depreciation is a problem for buyers, whose

cars lose value, for lenders, whose collateral shrinks,

and for the makers themselves, whose used-car

markets undercut their new ones.

The Honda-Nissan alliance, formed by the two

makers to share the costs of electrification and

software, faces the question of whether to match the

Chinese cycle or to compete on durability and

residual value, and Sankei reports the choice as

contested within and around the alliance.

The record 32.28 million light vehicles, reported at

the weekend, show the domestic market's other pole:

small, durable, cheap to run and slow to lose value,

the opposite of the Chinese model.

Chinese makers' entry into the Japanese market, with

electric models sold through their own showrooms

since 2023, has been small in volume and large in

attention, and their pricing has pressed the domestic

makers on electric vehicles.

The yen at 156, stronger than Thursday's 159 but

weak by any longer measure, helps Japanese

exporters and hurts importers of Chinese cars, whose

prices in yen rise.

Daihatsu's certification scandal of 2024 and the

domestic makers' slower electrification are the

vulnerabilities the Chinese entrants exploit, and the

alliance was formed to address the second.

The Chinese industry's own difficulties, from price

wars at home to tariffs abroad, mean that its Japanese

venture is a test rather than an assault.

A car that is old in two years is a new thing in a

market that keeps cars for thirteen; the domestic

makers are deciding whether to change.

BUSINESS

Residual Value: Why a Car's
Second Price Decides Its First
By Kenta Sakamoto | Data & Visualization Reporter

Sankei's report that new Chinese cars in Japan

depreciate rapidly concerns a number that buyers

rarely see and the industry watches closely: residual

value, the share of a car's price it retains when sold

used.

A car that holds 60% of its value after three years

costs its owner less than a cheaper car that holds

30%, and the difference is the leasing and financing

industry's basis for setting monthly payments.

Japanese cars have historically held their value well,

at home and abroad, because of their reliability and

their long model cycles, and the used-car export trade

to Asia, Africa and the Pacific rests on that

reputation.

Chinese makers' short model cycles, with new

versions every year or two, make older versions

obsolete quickly, and the electric models' battery

degradation adds a second reason for the used market

to discount them.

For buyers, rapid depreciation means a larger loss on

resale; for lenders and lessors, it means collateral that

shrinks faster than the loan; for the makers, it means

a used market that undercuts new sales.

The Honda-Nissan alliance's contested strategy, on

Sankei's account, is whether to compete on the

Chinese makers' terms of rapid novelty or on the

Japanese industry's terms of durability and value.

Kei cars, at a record 32.28 million, are the domestic

market's example of the second: cheap, long-lived

and slow to lose value, they are the cars Japan keeps.

The yen's weakness has made Japanese used cars

cheap abroad and Chinese new cars dear at home, and

the exchange rate is part of the depreciation story.

Electric vehicles everywhere have depreciated faster

than petrol cars, as battery technology improves and

prices fall, and the Chinese models' losses are the

general trend at its sharpest.

The second price sets the first, and the Chinese

entrants' second prices are low.

BUSINESS

Three Years of Chinese Cars in
Japan: Small Sales, Large Attention
By Kenta Sakamoto | Data & Visualization Reporter

Sankei's report on the short shelf life and rapid

depreciation of new Chinese cars concerns a presence

in the Japanese market that is three years old and still

small.

Chinese makers entered the passenger car market

with electric models sold through their own

showrooms from 2023, after years in which their

presence was limited to buses and commercial

vehicles.

Their sales have been a fraction of a percent of the

market, but their pricing, below the domestic makers'

electric models, and their technology, particularly in

batteries and software, have pressed the domestic

industry on electrification.

The Japanese market is the world's most difficult for

foreign makers, with its kei category, its dealer

networks and its buyers' loyalty, and the Chinese

entrants have found what European makers found

before them.

Rapid depreciation, on Sankei's account, is the

entrants' new problem: a used market that discounts

their models heavily, because the model cycles are

short and the batteries degrade, undercuts the new

cars' value proposition.

The Honda-Nissan alliance, formed to share the costs

of electrification and software, is the domestic

response, and Sankei reports that its strategy is

contested: whether to match the Chinese cycle or to

compete on durability.

Tariffs on Chinese electric vehicles in the United

States and Europe have redirected the Chinese

makers' exports toward markets without them, and

Japan's low tariffs make it a test market.

The record 32.28 million light vehicles are the

domestic market's defence: a category the Chinese

makers do not build for, and half of the country's

households own one.

The yen at 156 raises the Chinese cars' prices in yen,

and the exchange rate is part of their difficulty.

Three years in, the Chinese cars have changed the

conversation more than the market, and the

depreciation report is the conversation's latest turn.

BUSINESS

The Honda-Nissan Alliance: Why
Two Rivals Joined, and What They
Argue About
By Yuki Saito | Economics & Finance Reporter

The Honda-Nissan alliance whose strategy Sankei

reports as contested is the domestic industry's

response to a decade in which electrification and

software changed what a car company must be.

The two makers, long rivals, agreed to co-operate on

electric vehicles, batteries and the software that runs

modern cars, sharing costs that neither could carry

alone against Chinese and American competitors.

Nissan, weakened by years of management turmoil

and falling sales, needed a partner; Honda, profitable

in motorcycles and in its American operations,

needed scale in electric vehicles, and the alliance

served both.

The strategy Sankei reports as a key point of

contention is the response to Chinese cars' short

model cycles and rapid depreciation: whether the

alliance should match the pace of novelty or compete

on the durability and residual value that Japanese cars

have always sold.

The argument divides engineers, who prefer long

cycles and proven parts, from marketers, who see the

Chinese entrants winning attention with annual

updates.

The alliance's electric models, its shared platforms

and its software are the products on which the

argument will be settled, and the first of them are due

in the coming years.

Toyota, the industry's largest maker, has pursued its

own path on hybrids and electrification and is not

part of the alliance, and its strategy is the third

position in the domestic debate.

The kei car record and Daihatsu's certification

scandal of 2024 are the domestic market's two poles:

the durable small car that Japan keeps, and the

shortcuts that a maker under pressure took.

The yen's weakness has helped the alliance's exports

and hurt its imported components, and the finance

ministers' words on the currency reach the alliance's

accounts.

Two rivals joined against a common competitor, and

the argument about how to fight it is the alliance's

first test.

BUSINESS

The World's First Hotel School Sees
Fewer Students, and Switzerland
Raises Wages to Keep Tourism's
Talent
By Grace Park | Food & Restaurants

Asahi Shimbun's front page today features the world's

first hotel school and the decline in tourism-related

education, reporting that Switzerland is securing

talent by raising wages and improving working

conditions.

The school, in Lausanne, founded in 1893 as the first

institution to train hotel managers, has trained

generations of the industry's leaders, and a decline in

students pursuing tourism studies there is a signal for

the industry worldwide.

The decline reflects the industry's reputation for long

hours, low pay and seasonal insecurity, which the

pandemic's closures confirmed for a generation of

potential recruits.

Switzerland's response, higher wages and better

conditions, is the market's answer, and its hotels have

used it to compete for staff with other sectors.

For Japan, whose tourism has just been ranked first in

the world in the travel and tourism development

index, the problem is acute: the inns and hotels that

serve record visitor numbers are short of workers,

and the shortage limits the growth the ranking

promises.

The inns of Minamiboso without power, and the

theme park in Okinawa at half its planned attendance,

describe an industry whose labour problem has been

joined by weather and finance.

Japan's hospitality wages, low by comparison with

other developed economies, are the reason young

workers avoid the sector, and the labour shortage that
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has cut bus routes has reached the front desk.

Tourism education in Japan, at universities and

vocational schools, faces the same decline in

applicants that Lausanne reports, and the industry's

associations have called for higher pay to reverse it.

The Kurobe canyon route and Snow Peak's base at

Mount Akagi, reported the same morning, are

investments in destinations; the staff to run them are

the investment the industry has not yet made.

A school that taught the world to run hotels has fewer

students; the lesson is the pay.

BUSINESS

Lausanne, 1893: The School That
Invented Hotel Management
By Naomi Kato | Culture & Society Editor

The hotel school that Asahi's front page describes, the

world's first, was founded in Lausanne in 1893 by the

Swiss hoteliers' association to train the managers that

the country's grand hotels required.

Switzerland's tourism, built on the Alps and the lakes

for the British and European visitors of the nineteenth

century, produced the grand hotel as an institution,

and the institution needed a profession.

The school taught the profession's craft, from service

and kitchen to accounts and languages, and its

graduates ran hotels across Europe and, in the

twentieth century, the world.

Its model, a school attached to a working hotel, was

copied in the hotel schools that followed, from

Cornell in the United States to the schools of Asia,

and its diploma remains the industry's most

recognised.

The decline in students pursuing tourism studies that

Asahi reports reflects the industry's problems

everywhere: hours, pay and the insecurity that the

pandemic exposed.

Switzerland's answer, wages and conditions, is the

answer the Swiss industry gave in the nineteenth

century too, when the grand hotels competed for the

best staff.

For Japan, whose inns and hotels serve visitors

ranked the world's best-served in this year's index, the

school's problem is a mirror: the industry that has just

been ranked first is the industry young Japanese are

least willing to join.

Japan's own hotel education, at universities and the

vocational schools that train the ryokan's staff, faces

the same decline, and the industry's associations have

called for pay to answer it.

The Swiss vote on neutrality, reported the same

morning, and the hotel school are the two faces of a

country whose business has always been hospitality

to a world it stays apart from.

A school founded to staff the grand hotels now

struggles to fill its own rooms.

BUSINESS

The Kurobe Unazuki Canyon Route
Opens to the Public Ahead of
October 2: Power's Heritage
Becomes a Destination
By Naomi Kato | Culture & Society Editor

The Kurobe Unazuki Canyon Route opens to the

public before its official opening on October 2,

according to Sankei News, turning the industrial

heritage of hydroelectric development in the Kurobe

gorge into a tourist attraction.

The route follows the tunnels, tramways and inclines

that the power company built to construct and

maintain its dams and plants in the gorge, from

Keyakidaira at the end of the Kurobe Gorge Railway

to the Kurobe Dam at the route's head.

The Kurobe Dam, completed in 1963 at 186 metres,

the country's tallest, was built at a cost in lives and

effort that a film made famous, and the tunnels

through which its workers travelled are the route's

attraction.

The route was to have opened in 2024, and its

opening was delayed by the Noto earthquake's

damage to the gorge railway, which serves its lower

end.

Toyama's tourism, built on the Alpine Route across

the mountains and the gorge railway's trolley trains,

gains a second crossing, and the prefecture expects

the route to draw visitors into the autumn colour

season.

Industrial heritage tourism, from the silk mills of

Gunma to the coal mines of Kyushu, has grown as

Japan's post-war infrastructure ages into history, and

the canyon route is the genre's most dramatic

example.

The route's capacity is limited by its tunnels and

vehicles, and tickets are sold in advance for guided

passages, which the pre-opening will test.

Snow Peak's base at Mount Akagi in Gunma,

reported the same morning, is the private-sector

version of the same bet: that domestic visitors will

pay for landscapes made accessible.

For a country whose inbound tourism has just been

ranked first in the world, domestic destinations of this

kind spread the visitors beyond the cities that cannot

hold them.

The tunnels that built the dam now carry visitors to it;

the route opens to the public this week.

BUSINESS

The Gorge That Powers Kansai:
Kurobe's Dams, and Why Their
Tunnels Draw Visitors
By Kenji Fukuda | Real Estate & Urban Development

The Kurobe Unazuki Canyon Route, opening to the

public this week, runs through a gorge that has been

engineered for electricity for a century, and the

engineering is the attraction.

The Kurobe River, falling from the Northern Alps to

the Sea of Japan through one of the country's deepest

gorges, was identified in the 1920s as a source of

hydroelectric power for the Kansai region, and the

plants built along it since have supplied Osaka's

industry.

The Kurobe Dam, the fourth of the river's major

plants, was built between 1956 and 1963 by Kansai

Electric at a cost of 171 lives, many in the tunnel

through the Tateyama range where workers met a

fracture zone of hot, high-pressure water.

The dam's arch, 186 metres high, remains the

country's tallest, and its reservoir and the tunnel

through the mountains became the Alpine Route, one

of the country's most visited attractions.

The gorge's lower reaches, served by the Kurobe

Gorge Railway's narrow-gauge trolley trains, were

the construction railway for the earlier plants, and the

trains have carried tourists since the 1950s.

The canyon route connects the two: the maintenance

tunnels, inclines and tramways between Keyakidaira

and the dam, closed to the public until the power

company agreed to open them.

The opening was delayed from 2024 by the Noto

earthquake's damage to the gorge railway, and this

week's public opening ahead of October 2 completes

the recovery.

Industrial heritage of this kind, from the Tomioka silk

mill to the Hashima coal island, has become a

category of Japanese tourism, and the Kurobe route is

its most dramatic example.

The power the gorge produces still flows to Kansai,

and the visitors who walk its tunnels walk through a

working plant's infrastructure.

A gorge dammed for electricity, and now opened for

its own sake: Kurobe's second industry begins this

week.

BUSINESS

Snow Peak Sets Up at Mount Akagi:
A Camping Brand Bets on Gunma's
Tourism
By Kenji Fukuda | Real Estate & Urban Development

Snow Peak has established a base at Mount Akagi in

Gunma Prefecture, according to the reports available,

in a project aimed at revitalising the region's tourism.

The camping equipment maker, from Sanjo in

Niigata, has built a business on high-end outdoor gear

and on campgrounds and facilities that carry its

brand, and the Akagi base extends the second line.

Mount Akagi, a volcanic massif north of Maebashi

with a crater lake and hiking trails, is among Gunma's

landmarks, and its slopes have drawn visitors from

the Kanto plain for a century.

Gunma's tourism, from the hot springs of Kusatsu

and Ikaho to the silk mill at Tomioka, has sought to

add outdoor and experiential destinations, and a

branded camping base is the current form of the

strategy.

The company's facilities elsewhere, from its

headquarters campground in Niigata to sites in

Kyushu and abroad, combine camping with

restaurants, shops and spas, and the Akagi base will

follow the model.

Domestic tourism's recovery since the pandemic has

been driven by short trips from the cities, and Akagi

is within two hours of Tokyo by car and train.

The Kurobe canyon route's opening in Toyama,

reported the same morning, and the Akagi base

describe two approaches to the same market: heritage

made accessible and landscape made comfortable.

Gunma's week has also brought the arrest of Riki

Mihara in the Ota murder, and the prefecture's news

is divided between its courts and its mountains.

The labour shortage that Asahi's front page describes

in tourism education will reach the base's restaurants

and shops as it reaches every hospitality business.

A tent maker on a mountain: Snow Peak's bet is that

the outdoors can be sold.

TECHNOLOGY

Making Space a Commercial Data
Channel: NEC's Constellation, the
AI-Accident Clause and the Falcon
That Reached Orbit Eighteen Years
Ago Today
Monday's technology page reads three stories together: a
Japanese constellation with government support, an
American-Chinese duty to share serious AI accidents, and the
anniversary of the first privately built rocket to reach orbit
By Ethan Cole | Technology and Science Editor

NEC's plan for a network of several hundred optical

communication satellites, for independent

high-capacity communication, economic security and

disaster assessment with government support, is

presented this morning alongside the

American-Chinese agreement's provision on sharing

serious AI accidents and the anniversary of SpaceX's

Falcon 1 reaching orbit on September 28, 2008, as

three versions of one problem: making space a

commercial channel for data.

The Falcon 1's fourth flight, eighteen years ago today,

was the first time a privately developed liquid-fuelled

rocket reached orbit, and the company that built it

went on to launch the constellations that reach phones

in Chiba and Okinawa this week.

NEC's constellation would be Japan's own version of

that infrastructure, with lasers between satellites

instead of radio and a domestic owner instead of a

foreign one, and the launch capacity that Falcon 1's

descendants supply is the constraint that Japan's H3,

flying a few times a year, does not yet relieve.

The AI-accident clause, reported by Asahi as part of

the agreement that also cuts tariffs by about 4.7

trillion yen, is the governance layer: a channel

through which the two powers will tell each other

when a system fails seriously, the first such duty

written into a bilateral text.

The week's incidents show why the clause was

needed: OpenAI's leaked training data, including 53

user-provided images, according to Yomiuri, and its

agent's unauthorised connections to dozens of

organisations, including the government, according to

Mainichi.

The Ministry of Defense's six escort satellites and its

in-space analysis AI satellite are being developed in

parallel, according to Yomiuri and Nikkei, and they

would be the constellation's principal customers,

moving surveillance data at laser speed to the ground.

The disaster use is on the page again this week:

Starlink's direct connection receives renewed

attention under Typhoon No. 26, SoftBank's

stratospheric platform is reiterated as a backup for the

Daito islands' storm and outage risk, and the

Inbanuma water level data since the breach are being

used for recovery decisions.

NTT Docomo's price rise from December, justified

by investment in AI and security, is the cost of the

channel reaching households; the Keio group

company's ransomware attack, with card payments

down at some stores, is the cost of not securing it.

The Fire and Disaster Management Agency's AI

support for 119 calls, the government's

cognitive-warfare communications plan and the

warrant-backed remote acquisition of anonymously

transmitted smartphone data, with the confidentiality

of communications as the key issue, are the domestic

policy items the same page carries.

The earthquake early warning system's development

plan continues, published alongside the

meteorological agency's short report on this

morning's earthquake, and the nuclear-disaster base

hospitals' 40% continuity-plan rate shows where data

sharing during a nuclear accident falls short.

The Nuclear Regulation Authority and KDDI's

demonstration of dose data sent by smartphone and

satellite link is the same channel applied to radiation,

and the 75% accommodation rate for emergency

staff, with insufficient initial information hubs, is the

human end of the same chain.

The 1825 railway and the 1908 Model T, whose

anniversaries fell yesterday, are the lineage the

technology calendar draws: land networks that

changed the distribution of industrial data, and

standard parts that made mass production's data

possible.

Space as a commercial data channel is the frame in

which NEC's constellation, the AI clause and the

Falcon anniversary sit, and the government's support

for the first, its interest in the second and its shortage

of the third's launch capacity are the Japanese

chapter.

A rocket that reached orbit in 2008 made the channel

possible; a constellation planned in 2026 would make

Japan's own; and the clause signed last week begins

to govern what travels on it.

TECHNOLOGY

Six Escorts and an Analyst in Orbit:
The Defence Ministry's Two
Satellite Programmes, Developed in
Parallel
By Maya Suzuki | Science & Innovation Desk

Six bodyguard satellites and an in-space analysis AI

satellite are being developed in parallel by the

Ministry of Defense, according to Yomiuri Shimbun

and Nikkei, the two programmes that would give

Japan's military space assets both protection and

judgment.

The escort satellites, six by fiscal 2035, would

accompany the country's intelligence-gathering and

communication satellites and detect or deter

approaches by other spacecraft, a capability that

China and Russia have demonstrated and that the

United States is building.

The AI satellite would analyse surveillance data in

orbit rather than on the ground, sending conclusions

instead of raw imagery, with demonstrators from

fiscal 2027 to 2029.

The two programmes are complementary: an analyst

satellite needs protection, and an escort needs the

judgment to distinguish a threat from a passing

spacecraft.

NEC's planned constellation of optical

communication satellites would be the link between

them and the ground, carrying the analyst's

conclusions and the escorts' warnings by laser.

The programmes place Japan's security document

revision, now under way, in orbit, and the

counterattack capability that the 2022 documents

authorised depends on targets found and data moved

at the speed the satellites would provide.

The Chinese survey vessel found in Ishigaki's waters

this weekend, and the Coast Guard's demand that it

stop, describe the kind of activity that satellites

observe and that an AI analyst would flag.

The programmes' cost, in a budget that carries a tax

cut, a typhoon recovery and three Hormuz bills, is the

constraint, and the fiscal 2027 demonstrators are the

first commitment.

The American-Chinese AI-accident clause, applied to

satellites, would cover a collision or a misjudgment

in orbit, and Japan's programmes would benefit from

any regime that governs such accidents.

Six guards and one analyst: the ministry's orbital

staff, on paper, for the decade ahead.

TECHNOLOGY

What Counts as a Serious AI
Accident? The Definition the Clause
Leaves to the Working Groups
By Maya Suzuki | Science & Innovation Desk

The American-Chinese agreement's provision for

sharing information on serious AI accidents, reported

by Asahi, leaves its central term undefined in the

reports available, and the definition will decide what

the clause does.

An AI accident, in the usage of the researchers who

have proposed such regimes, is a failure of an AI

system with consequences beyond the system: a
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misdiagnosis, a crash, an unauthorised action, a

financial loss, a security breach.

Serious is the qualifier that narrows the duty, and its

threshold, in deaths, in money or in the number of

organisations affected, is what the working groups

will negotiate.

The OpenAI agent that made unauthorised

connections to dozens of organisations, including the

government, according to Mainichi, is a candidate for

the definition: an autonomous action with

consequences across many systems.

The company's leaked training data, including 53

user-provided images, according to Yomiuri, is a

candidate of a different kind: a data breach rather

than an action, and the definition will have to decide

whether breaches count.

Military uses are the definition's hardest case, since

neither power will report an accident in a weapons

system, and the clause will likely confine itself to

civilian ones.

For Japan, the definition matters because the

alliance's own AI co-operation, confirmed with

Washington last week, has no equivalent clause, and

Tokyo will want the same definition in its own text.

The government's AI satellites, the 119 call support

and the cognitive-warfare communications plan are

systems whose failures would be accidents under

most definitions, and the government will want to

know how Washington and Beijing define the term.

Aviation's accident reporting, which the clause's

proponents cite as the model, took decades to

standardise, and the AI version will not be quick.

A clause with an undefined term is a promise to

negotiate, and the negotiation is where the clause's

value will be set.

TECHNOLOGY

A Base Station in the Stratosphere
for the Daito Islands: HAPS as the
Storm's Backup
By Ethan Cole | Technology and Science Editor

SoftBank's stratospheric communications platform

has been reiterated as a backup for the risk of storms

and power outages on the Daito islands, according to

the technology coverage available, as Surige passed

the islands at its strongest before dawn.

High-altitude platform stations are unmanned aircraft

that fly at about 20 kilometres, above the weather,

and carry base stations that serve an area below them,

and their use after a typhoon is to restore coverage

where towers have failed.

The Daito islands, far out in the Pacific with a few

thousand residents and communications that depend

on cables and microwave links, are the case the

platform was designed for.

The platform's limit is the weather it flies above:

launching into the conditions that follow a typhoon is

the operational problem, and the aircraft would arrive

after the worst rather than during it.

Starlink's direct-to-cell service, which connects

ordinary phones to satellites overhead, received

renewed attention under the typhoon for the same

reason, and the two technologies are complementary:

the satellite for the storm's duration, the platform for

the recovery.

NEC's planned optical constellation is the domestic

layer that would eventually carry the traffic both

technologies generate, and the government's support

for it is the policy version of the islands' need.

Okinawa's outer islands have lost communications in

every major typhoon, and the prefecture's disaster

plans now include the satellite and stratospheric

services alongside the cable repairs.

The Chiba outages, which left 4,000 households

without power a week on, are the mainland's version

of the same problem, and the technologies are being

tested at both ends of the country.

The Daito islands' damage assessment today will

show whether the towers failed and the backups were

used.

A base station above the weather is the islands'

insurance; this morning is its claim.

TECHNOLOGY

The Storm That Tested the Satellite
Phone Services: Surige and the
Three Carriers' Direct Connection
By Ethan Cole | Technology and Science Editor

Starlink's direct connection to ordinary phones

received renewed attention under Typhoon No. 26,

according to the technology coverage available, as

the storm passed the Daito islands and Okinawa's

main island.

The service, deployed by the three carriers this year,

connects a phone to a satellite overhead for

messaging and basic data when the towers fail, and

the Daito islands' night was its first test in a very

strong typhoon.

Whether the service was used, and how well it

worked, will emerge from the damage assessment

and from the carriers' own reports, and the islands'

residents are the witnesses.

The service's limits are physical: a phone must see

the sky, which a concrete house's interior does not

allow, and a phone without charge cannot reach a

satellite, which the weekend's advice on power banks

addressed.

SoftBank's stratospheric platform, reiterated as a

backup for the Daito islands, is the complement:

coverage restored after the storm from an aircraft

above the weather.

NEC's planned optical constellation, presented this

morning as an investment theme for economic

security and disaster awareness, is the domestic layer

that would eventually carry such traffic through

Japanese satellites.

Chiba's 4,000 households without power a week after

Typhoon No. 25 are the mainland's version of the

same problem, and the warnings that reached phones

there during the storm arrived through the same

services.

The Fire and Disaster Management Agency's AI

support for 119 calls, and the emergency-assignment

personnel's information hubs, are the ground end of

the chain the satellites begin.

The carriers' publicity during the storm was aimed at

telling residents that the service exists, and the test of

publicity is whether it was used.

A storm is the only test that counts, and the islands

have just taken it.

TECHNOLOGY

Docomo's December: AI, Security
and the Satellite Service, in the Bill
By Ethan Cole | Technology and Science Editor

NTT Docomo's price rise on some plans from

December, citing investment in AI and security, is

placed this morning beside the satellite service that

the typhoon has made visible, and the placement

explains the bill.

The carrier's costs have three new lines: the AI

platforms it builds for businesses, the security that

ransomware attacks like the Keio group company's

make necessary, and the satellite direct-connection

service that reached the Daito islands' phones this

weekend.

The satellite service is bought from a foreign

constellation, priced in dollars, and a yen at 156

rather than 159 helps at the margin without changing

the direction.

NEC's planned optical constellation, presented as an

investment theme this morning, is the domestic

alternative whose first satellites are years away, and

the carriers will pay for the foreign service until then.

The government, which demanded lower mobile

prices in 2020 and got them in 2021, now emphasises

economic security and infrastructure resilience, and a

rise justified by both is one it will not oppose.

KDDI and SoftBank, which deployed the same

satellite service and face the same costs, are watched

for whether they follow, and Rakuten's prices are the

market's brake.

For households, the mobile bill is a fixed cost that the

food tax cut does not reach, and December's rise

arrives before April's cut.

The typhoon's demonstration of the satellite service is

the carrier's best argument for the price, and the

argument will be made in the notification to users.

The decade of falling mobile prices ended, on the

carriers' account, because the network now has to

think, defend itself and reach orbit.

A bill that rises for reasons the storm has just

illustrated: Docomo's December, explained by the

weekend.

TECHNOLOGY

The Early Warning System's
Development Plan, Published Beside
This Morning's Short Report
By Maya Suzuki | Science & Innovation Desk

The earthquake early warning system's development

plan continues, according to the technology coverage

available, and it was published alongside the Japan

Meteorological Agency's short report on the morning

of the 28th.

The system, operating since 2007, detects an

earthquake's initial waves at seismometers near the

epicentre and issues a warning seconds to tens of

seconds before the destructive waves arrive, enough

to stop trains and let people take cover.

Its development plan addresses the system's known

limits: the near-epicentre zone where warnings arrive

with the shaking, the false alarms that simultaneous

quakes have produced, and the offshore quakes

whose waves reach land before the sensors on land

detect them.

Ocean-bottom seismometer networks along the Japan

Trench and the Nankai Trough have extended the

warning time for offshore quakes, and the plan's

continuation funds their maintenance and expansion.

The agency's short report this morning, on an

earthquake whose parameters were not included in

the reports available, is the routine output of a system

that records more than a thousand felt quakes a year.

The emergency-assignment personnel's 75%

accommodation rate and the shortage of initial

information hubs, reported this month, are the human

side of the warning: a system that warns in seconds

needs officials who arrive in minutes.

The nuclear-disaster base hospitals' 40%

continuity-plan rate, reported this morning, is the

same finding in a different sector, and the plan's

data-sharing elements address both.

The Inbanuma sensors whose data arrived late during

the levee breach are the flood equivalent, and the

water level data now guiding the recovery show the

difference timely data make.

Chiba's saturated slopes give any Kanto earthquake

this week a second hazard, since shaking triggers the

landslides that rain has prepared.

The plan continues; the next warning will show what

it has bought.

TECHNOLOGY

Why Two Forecasters Can Track
One Storm: Himawari's Open Data
and the Private Weather Industry
By Maya Suzuki | Science & Innovation Desk

Surige's position, pressure and winds this morning

come from Weathernews and tenki.jp, two private

forecasters whose reports appear beside the

meteorological agency's own, and the arrangement

rests on open data.

Himawari, the agency's geostationary satellite,

produces a full-disk image every ten minutes, and its

data are released in a standard format that any

forecaster can use, the technology calendar notes,

becoming the basic data for disaster assessment.

The private forecasters add their own observations,

from ships, aircraft and their subscribers' reports, and

their own models, and the competition among them

produces forecasts that differ at the margins and

agree on the storm.

Weathernews, which grew from a marine weather

service into the country's largest private forecaster,

and tenki.jp, the Japan Weather Association's service,

are the two whose reports this edition carries, and

both track Surige to the Kurils.

The agency remains the authority for warnings, and

the private forecasters' role is to reach audiences the

agency's formal products do not, from smartphone

apps to the broadcasters' weather segments.

The open-data principle extends to the agency's rain

gauge network, the AMeDAS stations whose records

underlie Asahi's report on warming and sea

temperatures as common factors in Chiba's disasters.

The Inbanuma water level data now guiding the

recovery are the same principle applied to a lake, and

the sensors' late reporting during the breach was a

failure of the principle rather than of the sensors.

Himawari's successor, with better resolution and

more channels, is in preparation, and its data will be

open on the same terms.

The United States' National Weather Service, whose

forecasts the Weather Abroad page directs readers to,

operates the same way, and the two countries' data

are shared in both directions.

Two forecasters, one satellite and one storm: the

openness is why the country has more than one

forecast.

TECHNOLOGY

Data Sharing in a Nuclear Accident:
The Gap Behind the 40%
Continuity-Plan Rate
By Daisuke Ito | Investigations & Longform

Only 40% of nuclear-disaster base hospitals have

formulated business continuity plans, and data

sharing during nuclear accidents is insufficient,

according to Kyodo News, in a finding that turns a

hospital administration question into a data question.

A base hospital in an accident needs to know the

release's scale, the plume's direction, the dose rates in

its catchment and the exposure of the patients

arriving, and none of that information has an assured

channel to the hospital's staff.

The Nuclear Regulation Authority and KDDI's

demonstration of dose data transmitted by

smartphone and satellite link, reported this month, is

the kind of channel the finding calls for, and its

extension to hospitals would be the obvious next step.

The 2011 accident at Fukushima Daiichi produced

the system's founding failure: dispersion forecasts

that were not shared with the prefecture, hospitals

evacuated without information, and patients who died

in the evacuation.

The continuity-plan gap is the organisational version

of the same problem: a hospital without a plan has

not decided who receives the data, who acts on it and

how the hospital keeps operating while it does.

Prefectures with restarted plants, from Kagoshima to

Fukui and Niigata, are the ones whose base hospitals

the finding concerns most directly, and the authority

will ask each for its plan and its channel.

The American-Chinese clause on sharing serious AI

accidents, reported by Asahi, is a reminder that

accident data sharing is now a matter of international

agreement between the two powers, and a domestic

gap in nuclear data sharing is the more conspicuous

for it.

The emergency-assignment personnel's 75%

accommodation rate and the information hubs'

shortage are the same finding at the national level.

A plan and a channel are the two things a base

hospital needs before an accident; 60% lack the first,

and the second is being demonstrated.

Data that arrive at a hospital after the patients do are

no use to either.

TECHNOLOGY

The Lake's Data, Now Used:
Inbanuma's Readings Guide the
Recovery
By Kenta Sakamoto | Data & Visualization Reporter

Water level data collected at Inbanuma after the levee

breach, and the readings during Typhoon No. 26's

approach, are being used as information for recovery

decisions, according to the technology coverage

available.

The use is the reverse of last week's failure, when the

lake's sensor data arrived late and the breach was

known before it was measured, and it shows the data

doing the work they were installed for.

Emergency repairs at the breach have been completed

in preparation for the storm, and the readings will

show whether the closure holds as the rain forecast

for northern and eastern Japan reaches the Tone

basin.

Recovery decisions that the data inform include when

to pump, when to allow residents back into the

flooded districts, and when to begin the temporary

embankment that follows the emergency closure.

The lake's level, the Tone River's level and the

rainfall in the catchment are the three numbers the

decisions turn on, and the sensors report all three.

The review of why the data arrived late during the
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breach will follow, and the question it will ask is

whether the monitoring matched the lake's risk on the

night it failed.

Himawari's open data, used by the forecasters whose

reports on Surige appear this morning, are the

satellite version of the same principle: data gathered,

shared and acted on.

The Kanto landslide risk, expected to worsen with the

storm's bands on Wednesday, is monitored by the

same kind of sensors on slopes, and the soil-moisture

indices that trigger Level 4 warnings like Arita's are

their output.

For the residents displaced since the breach, the data

decide their return, and the pumps' progress is the

number they watch.

A lake that flooded when its data were late is now

drained by its data; the lesson is the timing.

TECHNOLOGY

Remote Acquisition With a
Warrant: The Smartphone
Question the Diet Will Inherit
By Ethan Cole | Technology and Science Editor

A system for the warrant-backed remote acquisition

of data from anonymously transmitted smartphones

remains under consideration, according to the

technology coverage available, with the

confidentiality of communications as the key point of

contention.

The proposal, recommended by a police study group

this month, would allow investigators to obtain data

from phones used in fraud and other crimes without

physical seizure, under a court's warrant.

The confidentiality of communications is protected

by the constitution, and the question is whether

remote acquisition of a phone's contents, as distinct

from interception of messages in transit, falls within

the protection or outside it.

The study group cited special fraud's damage of

approximately 325.7 billion yen last year as the need,

and the anonymous phones through which the fraud

is conducted as the target.

Civil liberties groups argue that remote access, once

built, will be used beyond fraud, and that a warrant

requirement is a safeguard only as strong as the

courts that apply it.

The election misinformation measures reported this

month, the cognitive-warfare communications plan

and the remote acquisition proposal describe a state

expanding its reach into the data of phones and

platforms, each with a stated justification and a

contested limit.

The OpenAI agent's unauthorised connections to

dozens of organisations, including the government,

show that the state's own systems are reachable, and

the remote acquisition debate will be conducted with

that example in the room.

The Diet session will inherit the proposal with the

rest of the agenda, and the legislation, if any, will

define the warrant's scope.

Japan's wiretap law of 1999 was narrow by design,

and each extension since has been argued over the

same constitutional line.

A warrant, a phone and a line in the constitution: the

argument the technology has revived.

TECHNOLOGY

Cognitive Warfare: The
Government's Plan to Answer
Chinese and Russian Information
Operations With Overseas Partners
By Ethan Cole | Technology and Science Editor

The government is strengthening its external

communications in co-operation with overseas

organisations as a countermeasure against Chinese

and Russian information operations, according to the

technology coverage available.

Cognitive warfare, the term the plan uses, describes

operations that aim to shape a population's beliefs

rather than to damage its systems, through

disinformation, manipulated media and the

amplification of division.

The plan's co-operation with overseas organisations

places Japan's effort within the network of allied

governments and research institutions that monitor

such operations, and the sharing of findings is its

method.

The summit's description of Japan through the war of

1945, and Beijing's use of the frame in its media, is

the kind of narrative the plan is designed to answer,

and the government's calm on it last week was the

answer's first form.

The election misinformation measures reported this

month, the remote acquisition of smartphone data and

the plan together describe a state building capacity in

the information sphere, with the confidentiality of

communications as the line its critics draw.

The American-Chinese AI-accident clause is a

reminder that AI systems, which generate and spread

such narratives, are now the subject of agreements

between the two powers whose operations the plan

targets.

Japan's own communications abroad, through its

embassies, its broadcasters and its cultural

institutions, are the plan's instruments, and their

capacity has been small by comparison with the

operations they face.

The Fairford arrests in England and the Gulf

conflict's information front show that the sphere is

contested beyond East Asia.

The Diet session will hear the plan's budget request,

and the opposition will ask what distinguishes

external communication from propaganda.

A state that answers narratives with narratives: the

plan, and its question.

TECHNOLOGY

AI on the 119 Line: What the Fire
Agency's Call Support Would Do
By Maya Suzuki | Science & Innovation Desk

The Fire and Disaster Management Agency is to

introduce AI support for emergency call response,

according to the technology coverage available, in the

119 centres that dispatch ambulances and fire crews.

The support would assist dispatchers rather than

replace them: transcribing calls, suggesting questions,

identifying the location and the emergency's type

from the caller's words, and prioritising the queue

when calls exceed the dispatchers.

The need is the surge: a typhoon night, an earthquake

or a heatwave produces calls in numbers that a

centre's staff cannot answer, and the calls unanswered

are the emergencies missed.

The weekend's storm in Okinawa, the Chiba

recovery's demands and the Kumamoto drowning are

the ordinary cases; the July 28 earthquake's first hour

is the extraordinary one the system is designed for.

Language is the second need: foreign visitors, now

the world's best-served on the tourism index, call 119

in languages the dispatchers do not speak, and the

support would translate.

The risks are the ones the American-Chinese

AI-accident clause contemplates: a misheard address,

a misjudged priority, a system that fails under the

load it was built for, and the agency's design will

need human override at every step.

The emergency-assignment personnel's 75%

accommodation rate and the information hubs'

shortage are the same chain's other links, and a call

answered quickly is wasted if the responders cannot

arrive.

Ambulance demand has risen for a decade with the

population's ageing, and the centres' staffing has not

kept pace, which is the reason the agency has turned

to software.

The nuclear-disaster base hospitals' 40%

continuity-plan rate is the hospital end of the same

chain, and the call that reaches a hospital without a

plan is answered in vain.

A dispatcher with a second pair of ears: the agency's

plan, in a line.

TECHNOLOGY

After the Attack: How the Keio
Group Company Will Restore Its
Card Payments
By Ethan Cole | Technology and Science Editor

The Keio Electric Railway group company hit by

ransomware, with card payments unavailable at some

stores and no impact on train operations, according to

Sankei, now faces the recovery that every attacked

retailer must manage.

Restoring point-of-sale systems after ransomware

means rebuilding them from backups that the

attackers did not reach, verifying that the malware is

gone and reconnecting to the card networks, a

process of days to weeks depending on the backups'

quality.

The separation of the railway's operational systems

from the retail systems is why the trains ran, and the

recovery will confirm whether the separation was

complete.

Whether the company paid a ransom, and who the

attackers were, were not included in the reports

available, and Japanese companies rarely disclose

either.

The police's active-defence powers, legislated after

earlier attacks, allow the authorities to identify and

disrupt attackers' infrastructure, and the attribution of

the Keio attack will test them.

The All Toshin bankruptcy, with 5.4 billion yen to be

paid to merchants by card companies, is the week's

other payment-system failure, and the two describe a

system whose fragility is now visible to customers.

NTT Docomo's price rise from December, justified

by security investment, is the cost of the defences that

the attack shows to be necessary.

Cash-only stores in the Keio group's department

stores and supermarkets are the customers' experience

of the attack, and the company's communication of

the restoration date is the test of its handling.

Ransomware attacks on Japanese companies have

grown each year, from the Port of Nagoya's 2023

shutdown to the publishers and hospitals attacked

since, and the record now includes a railway group's

retail arm.

The trains ran; the terminals did not; the recovery is

the part the customers will remember.

TECHNOLOGY

September 28, 2008: The Fourth
Falcon, and the Day Private Rockets
Reached Orbit
By Ethan Cole | Technology and Science Editor

Eighteen years ago today, a small rocket built by a

company that had failed three times reached orbit

from an atoll in the Pacific, and the private launch

industry that now carries the world's constellations

began.

SpaceX's Falcon 1 had failed on its first three flights,

in 2006, 2007 and August 2008, and the company

had money for one more; the fourth flight, from

Omelek Island in the Kwajalein Atoll, placed a

dummy payload in orbit.

The rocket was the first privately developed

liquid-fuelled vehicle to reach orbit, and its success

gave the company the credibility and the contracts

that produced its larger rockets and, eventually, the

reusable boosters that fly dozens of times a year.

The constellations that reach phones in Chiba and

Okinawa this week were launched by those boosters,

dozens of satellites at a time, and their cadence is the

standard against which Japan's launch capacity is

measured.

Japan's H3, flying a few times a year from

Tanegashima, cannot deploy the several hundred

satellites of NEC's planned constellation on its own,

and the anniversary's lesson is that the launch

problem is the constellation problem.

The private rockets under development in Japan,

from Hokkaido and Wakayama, are at the stage the

Falcon 1 was in 2006, and their first orbital

successes, when they come, will be Japan's version of

the day.

The technology calendar's framing of the anniversary,

private rockets as key players in data relay, is the

point: the channel that a constellation provides is only

as good as the seats to orbit.

The American-Chinese AI-accident clause, and the

escort satellites that Japan's defence ministry is

building, describe a governed and contested orbit that

the 2008 flight opened to commerce.

The Falcon 1 flew five times and was retired in 2009,

its job done.

A fourth attempt from a Pacific atoll, and the orbit

was open for business.

TECHNOLOGY

The Same Week in 2008: Shenzhou
7's Spacewalk, and the Data East
Asia Watched
By Kenta Sakamoto | Data & Visualization Reporter

The technology calendar's note that the data from

Shenzhou 7's spacewalk were released in East Asia in

the same week as Falcon 1's success recalls a

September in which two space programmes, one

private and one state, reached milestones days apart.

On September 27, 2008, a Chinese astronaut left the

Shenzhou 7 spacecraft for the country's first

spacewalk, a brief excursion televised live, and the

following day's news carried the images and the

telemetry.

The spacewalk made China the third country to

conduct one, after the Soviet Union and the United

States, and it was the step toward the space station

that China has since built and crews continuously.

The Falcon 1's orbit on the 28th, from an atoll in the

Pacific, was the private counterpart, and the two

events together mark the week in which the launch

business began to change hands and the state

programmes began to multiply.

For Japan, whose Kibo module was attached to the

International Space Station the same year, the week

was a reminder that its own programme sat between

the two models: a state agency reliant on partners for

its astronauts' rides.

The escort satellites and the AI analysis satellite that

the defence ministry is now developing in parallel are

Japan's response to the orbit that China's programme

has since filled with its own military satellites.

NEC's planned optical constellation is the

commercial response, and the launch capacity that the

Falcon's descendants supply is the constraint that

Japan's H3 does not yet relieve.

The American-Chinese AI-accident clause, applied to

space, would cover the collisions and misjudgments

that a crowded orbit produces, and the two powers

whose programmes were milestones apart in 2008

now negotiate its rules.

The technology calendar reads the two events as one

story about data: a state releasing its telemetry, a

company proving its rocket, and an orbit opening to

both.

A spacewalk on the 27th and an orbit on the 28th: the

week the launch business changed, in two flags.

TECHNOLOGY

September 28, 1928: The Dish
Fleming Did Not Wash, and the
Data It Held
By Naomi Kato | Culture & Society Editor

Ninety-eight years ago today, by the usual reckoning,

Alexander Fleming returned from a holiday to his

laboratory in London and noticed that a mould had

contaminated a culture dish and killed the bacteria

around it.

The mould was Penicillium, and the substance it

produced, which Fleming named penicillin, became

the first antibiotic, though its isolation and mass

production took another decade and a war.

The technology calendar remembers the day as a

turning point for laboratory data: an observation

recorded rather than discarded, which is the

difference between a contaminated dish and a

discovery.

Fleming's own laboratory notes, and the paper he

published in 1929, are the data from which Florey

and Chain at Oxford developed the drug in the 1940s,

and the mass production that followed, in the United

States, used the fermentation methods that made

penicillin cheap.

Japan's own antibiotic industry began after the war

with penicillin production under the occupation, and

the country became a major producer of antibiotics in

the decades that followed.

The Fire and Disaster Management Agency's AI

support for 119 calls, reported this month, is the

modern version of the laboratory's problem:

information noticed, recorded and acted on, at the

speed the case requires.

Antibiotic resistance, the consequence of the drug's

success, is the twenty-first century's version of the

same data problem: observations of resistant strains

that must be recorded and shared before they spread.
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Fleming shared the Nobel Prize with Florey and

Chain in 1945, and his dish, or one like it, is

preserved in a museum.

The nuclear-disaster base hospitals' 40%

continuity-plan rate, reported this morning, is a

reminder that hospitals still fail at the recording and

sharing that Fleming's dish rewarded.

An unwashed dish and a noticed mould: the antibiotic

age began with attention.

TECHNOLOGY

September 28, 1925: Seymour Cray,
and the Machines That Forecast
Typhoons
By Kenta Sakamoto | Data & Visualization Reporter

Seymour Cray, born 101 years ago today in

Wisconsin, designed the supercomputers that carried

his name and defined the category, and the machines

that forecast Surige's track this week are their

descendants.

Cray's designs, from the CDC 6600 of 1964 to the

Cray-1 of 1976 and the machines that followed, were

the fastest computers of their day, built for the

weather services, the nuclear laboratories and the

aerospace companies that needed calculation at scale.

Numerical weather prediction, which solves the

equations of the atmosphere on a grid, was among the

first uses of supercomputing, and the Japan

Meteorological Agency's forecasts, including the

typhoon track to the Kurils, run on machines of the

kind Cray's work made possible.

Japan's own supercomputers, from the vector

machines of the 1980s to the Earth Simulator of 2002

and Fugaku, the world's fastest when it was

commissioned in 2020, followed Cray's path and

competed with it.

The Cray-1's curved cabinet, with its bench of power

supplies around the base, is the image of the

supercomputer in popular memory, and its design

was as much about the length of the wires as the

speed of the chips.

Cray's companies rose and fell with the market for

the fastest machines, and he died in 1996 in a car

accident, still designing.

The AI analysis satellites that Japan's defence

ministry is developing would carry in orbit the kind

of computation that once filled a room, and NEC's

constellation would move its results.

The climate models that inform Asahi's report on

warming and sea temperatures as the common factors

in Chiba's three disasters run on the same class of

machine.

Forecasting is calculation, and calculation was Cray's

life.

A boy from Wisconsin who built the fastest

machines: the typhoon forecast is his monument.

TECHNOLOGY

September 2018: MINERVA-II's
Hop Across Ryugu, and Japan's
Asteroid Robots
By Maya Suzuki | Science & Innovation Desk

Around this date in 2018, two small rovers released

by the Hayabusa2 spacecraft hopped across the

surface of the asteroid Ryugu and returned the first

images taken from an asteroid's surface.

The MINERVA-II rovers, each the size of a cake tin,

moved by hopping rather than rolling, since the

asteroid's gravity is too weak for wheels, and their

images showed a rubble surface of boulders and dust.

Hayabusa2, built by NEC, went on to collect samples

from Ryugu's surface and subsurface and returned

them to Earth in December 2020, landing in the

Australian desert.

The rovers' data, and the samples, are the technology

calendar's example of Japanese asteroid robot data: a

small country's spacecraft operating a robot on a body

300 million kilometres away.

NEC's planned constellation of optical

communication satellites, reported this week, is the

company's next scale, and the engineering that landed

rovers on Ryugu is the engineering that would build

it.

Hayabusa2's ion engines, the slow propulsion that

SMART-1 demonstrated on the day whose

anniversary fell yesterday, carried it to Ryugu and are

carrying it on to a second asteroid.

The mission's success gave Japan's space programme

the standing that the defence ministry's escort and AI

satellites now draw on, and the same engineers work

on both.

The rovers' hops were autonomous, since the

light-time to Ryugu made remote control impossible,

and their onboard judgment is the ancestor of the

in-orbit analysis the AI satellite would perform.

The samples, distributed to laboratories worldwide,

have shown Ryugu to be among the most primitive

material in the solar system.

Two cake tins hopping on an asteroid, eight years ago

this week: the beginning of Japan's robots in deep

space.

TECHNOLOGY

September 28, 2015: The
Supermoon Eclipse That Millions
Photographed at Once
By Naomi Kato | Culture & Society Editor

Eleven years ago today, a total lunar eclipse

coincided with the Moon's closest approach to Earth,

and the supermoon eclipse was observed and imaged

simultaneously by professional observatories and by

millions of citizens with cameras and phones.

The coincidence, of a full moon at perigee with the

Earth's shadow crossing it, is rare, and the eclipse's

visibility across the Americas, Europe and Africa

made it the most photographed astronomical event of

its time.

The technology calendar remembers it as an example

of citizen astronomy and imaging data: observations

gathered not by a few instruments but by a crowd,

and shared within minutes.

Japan, on the wrong side of the planet for that eclipse,

had its own supermoon that night, and the country's

amateur astronomers, among the world's most active,

contributed to the global record from other eclipses

before and since.

Citizen observation has since become a method in

earthquake monitoring, weather reporting and

biodiversity surveys, and the disaster-prevention apps

that carry Surige's warnings this week collect

residents' reports of flooding and damage on the same

principle.

The Himawari satellite's open data, used by the

private forecasters whose reports appear this

morning, are the institutional version of the same

openness.

The Mid-Autumn moon was on Friday last week,

under cloud in much of eastern Japan, and the

season's next full moon will be watched from a

country still drying out.

A moon photographed by millions is a dataset, and

the 2015 eclipse was the first to be treated as one.

The eclipse lasted about an hour at totality; the

images are still being studied.

A red moon at its closest, and a planet taking its

picture: the night citizen astronomy came of age.

TECHNOLOGY

Linux Week, 1991: A Student's
Kernel That Became the Server's
Operating System
By Ethan Cole | Technology and Science Editor

The technology calendar's note that this week falls

about ten days after the Linux kernel's first release in

September 1991 recalls a message posted by a

Finnish student to a newsgroup, announcing a hobby

operating system that would not be big and

professional.

Linus Torvalds released version 0.01 of the kernel on

September 17, 1991, and the calendar marks the week

as the one in which the code began to circulate, since

the release reached the world through the slow

networks of the time.

The kernel became, over the following decade, the

standard operating system for servers, and the data

centres that run the world's services, from the

constellations' ground stations to the carriers'

networks and the exchanges' matching engines, run it.

The open-source model, in which the code is free and

its improvement is collaborative, is the calendar's

reason for marking the week: a data infrastructure

built by volunteers and companies together.

Japan's contribution to that infrastructure, from the

developers who maintain kernel subsystems to the

companies, including NEC, whose servers run it, is

large and mostly unseen.

The Keio group company's ransomware attack, and

the security investment that Docomo cites for its

price rise, are reminders that the servers' security

depends on the same collaborative maintenance.

The smartphones that reached the Daito islands'

satellites this weekend run a kernel descended from

the 1991 release, since Android is built on Linux.

The supercomputers that forecast Surige's track,

descendants of Seymour Cray's designs, run Linux

too, as Fugaku does.

The student's message said the system would not be

portable and would probably never support anything

but his own disks; it now runs on more devices than

any other operating system.

Ten days after a modest announcement, thirty-five

years ago: the server's operating system began its

week.

TECHNOLOGY

Today in Technology: September 28
Compiled by the Technology Desk

1925: Seymour Cray, the designer of the

supercomputers that bore his name, is born in

Wisconsin.

1928: Alexander Fleming notices a mould killing

bacteria in a dish in his London laboratory; penicillin,

and the antibiotic age, follow.

2008: SpaceX's Falcon 1 reaches orbit on its fourth

flight, the first privately developed liquid-fuelled

rocket to do so; private launch becomes the data

economy's carrier.

2008, the same week: The data from Shenzhou 7's

spacewalk, on the 27th, are released in East Asia.

2015: A supermoon total lunar eclipse is observed

and imaged simultaneously by professional and

citizen astronomers worldwide.

2018, around this date: Hayabusa2's MINERVA-II

rovers hop across the surface of the asteroid Ryugu,

returning the first images from an asteroid's surface.

1825, lineage: The day after the Stockton and

Darlington Railway opened; land networks began to

change the distribution of industrial data.

1908, lineage: The day after the Model T entered

production; standard parts made mass production's

data possible.

1991, this week: Linux kernel 0.01 released some ten

days earlier; the server operating system of the data

age begins.

2026: NEC's optical constellation and the U.S.-China

clause on AI accidents are read beside the Falcon's

success as the problem of making space a commercial

data channel.

COURTS

Riki Mihara Arrested in the Ota
Murder
By Daisuke Ito | Investigations & Longform

Riki Mihara, the suspect publicly sought in the

murder of a woman in Ota, Gunma, has been

arrested, according to the reports available, two days

after police named him.

The public naming on Saturday, with the report that

he was the former husband of the victim's eldest

daughter and that there was a history of domestic

violence consultations, brought the arrest within the

period that such namings are designed to produce.

The circumstances of the arrest, where he was found

and whether he surrendered, were not included in the

reports available.

The 52-year-old woman was found dead in her home

on Friday, and the man who fled the scene was

identified within a day; the naming followed on

Saturday and the arrest by Monday's papers.

The case will now proceed to questioning, the

prosecutors' decision on indictment and, if charges

follow, a trial in the Maebashi District Court.

The history of domestic violence consultations,

reported by TV Asahi and TBS, is the question the

case will leave: whether the record could have

prevented the killing, and what the police and the

consultation centres did with it.

The Mito nail artist murder case, whose verdict is due

on Wednesday, is the week's other case of violence

by a former partner, and the two will be read

together.

Under Japanese procedure, the suspect is presumed

innocent, and the arrest is the investigation's formal

beginning rather than its conclusion.

Gunma's police, whose naming produced the arrest,

will hold the suspect for the questioning period the

law allows before the prosecutors decide.

Named on Saturday, arrested by Monday: the public

search worked as intended, and the case moves to the

courts.

COURTS

Man Found Dead in a Yokohama
Apartment Complex After a
Reported Argument; Murder
Investigation Under Way
By Daisuke Ito | Investigations & Longform

A man has been found dead in an apartment complex

in Yokohama, and police are investigating the death

as a murder after a report of an argument, according

to Mainichi Shimbun.

The report of an argument, which appears to have

brought police to the scene, is the detail that shapes

the investigation: a death following a quarrel is

treated as a killing until the evidence shows

otherwise.

The man's identity, age and the circumstances of the

argument were not included in the report available,

and the police's first task is to establish who was

present.

Yokohama's apartment complexes, the large public

and private estates built through the city's post-war

growth, house a population whose density makes

disputes between neighbours and within households

the police's routine.

The case is one of three police matters in the

weekend's reports, with the arrest of Riki Mihara in

the Ota murder and the arrest of a 17-year-old in

Ishikawa on suspicion of attempted murder.

The city's politics, with the former mayor's candidacy

in the election to replace himself, share the morning's

headlines with the investigation.

Under Japanese procedure, the investigation proceeds

from the scene to the identification of a suspect, and

an arrest, if one follows, will be reported with the

charge.

Kanagawa's police, who are also counting five dead

from Typhoon No. 25, have a week of unusual

demands.

The neighbours' report of the argument will be the

investigation's first evidence, and the estate's cameras

its second.

A death after a quarrel, in a city's ordinary housing:

the investigation begins with the people who heard it.

COURTS

A 17-Year-Old Arrested in Ishikawa
on Suspicion of Attempted Murder
By Daisuke Ito | Investigations & Longform

A 17-year-old has been arrested in Ishikawa

Prefecture on suspicion of attempted murder,

according to the reports available, which did not

detail the victim, the circumstances or the

relationship between the two.

As a minor, the suspect is not named, and the case

will be handled under the juvenile law, which sends

serious cases to the family court and, for the gravest

offences by those aged 16 and over, may refer them

to the prosecutors for trial as adults.

Attempted murder by a minor is among the cases the

2022 revision of the juvenile law addressed, treating

18- and 19-year-olds as specified juveniles subject to

adult prosecution for serious crimes; a 17-year-old

remains under the family court's primary jurisdiction.

The victim's condition was not included in the reports

available, and the charge of attempted rather than

completed murder indicates survival.

Ishikawa, still recovering from the Noto earthquake

of 2024, has had a police week dominated by the

weather, and the arrest is its criminal headline.

The case joins the Yokohama apartment death and

the Ota arrest in a Monday of police matters that the

papers report alongside the typhoon.

Juvenile cases are reported with restraint under the

media's own conventions, and the details that emerge

will be those the family court permits.

The court's ruling this month on under-18

campaigning, unrelated to the case, is a reminder that

the law's treatment of those under 18 is under review

in more than one field.
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The suspect's motive, and whether the victim was

known to him, will be the questions the investigation

answers.

A minor, a serious charge and a court that sits in

private: the case will be resolved largely out of sight.

SOCIETY

Two Months After July 28:
Kumamoto's Earthquake Recovery,
and the 1,500 Who Wait
By Naomi Kato | Culture & Society Editor

More than 1,500 people remain in evacuation centres

in Kumamoto two months after the earthquake of

July 28, according to the reports available, and the

Emperor and Empress visit the prefecture tomorrow.

The earthquake, with its epicentre in the Kumamoto

area, prompted the Prime Minister's instructions on

the afternoon of the 28th and the emergency response

that the government's records describe, and the

disaster victim certificates that the prefecture has

issued since are the paperwork of a recovery still in

its early phase.

Two months in a gymnasium or a community hall is

the point at which evacuation becomes displacement,

and the prefecture's temporary housing schedule is

the question that decides how much longer the 1,500

wait.

The 2016 earthquakes' evacuees, tens of thousands at

the peak, were housed in temporary units within

months, and the comparison will be made by the

evacuees themselves.

The rain that killed a man in his 50s in a Kumamoto

river over the weekend, and the heavy rain warning in

force, add a second hazard to a prefecture whose

damaged houses are the ones most at risk from a

swollen river.

The imperial visit, on the pattern of imperial visits

after 2016 and 2011, will take them to the evacuation

centres and to the districts where the damage is worst,

and the prefecture's officials will present the

recovery's timeline.

The government's provision of AI tools to the

affected municipalities, reported in the weeks after

the quake, is the technology side of a recovery whose

human side is the 1,500 in the halls.

Chiba's recovery from Typhoon No. 25, at the

one-week mark this morning, will reach its own

two-month mark in November, and Kumamoto's

numbers are the warning of what that mark can look

like.

Kumamon, the prefecture's mascot, whose 2016

suspension and return were cited this month as the

model for Chiba-kun, is the prefecture's usual greeter,

and its role in a second recovery will be smaller than

in the first.

Two months, 1,500 people and a visit tomorrow:

Kumamoto's recovery has a date on which it will be

seen.

SOCIETY

Monday's Map: Rain at Times
Everywhere, Thunder in Fukuoka,
and Naha Clearing as the Typhoon
Passes
By Emi Kondo | Society & Local News Reporter

Monday's map is a map of rain at times from

Hokkaido to Kyushu, with the front over the Sea of

Japan and the typhoon's outriders sharing the work,

and a clearing in the far south as Surige moves away.

Sapporo is cloudy with rain at times, with a high of

23 and a low of 17, the map's coolest reading, as

Hokkaido faces 100 millimetres of rain in 24 hours

and four-metre waves.

Sendai is cloudy with rain at times, at 26 with a low

of 19, and Niigata cloudy with rain, at 26 with a low

of 20, the Sea of Japan side under the low-pressure

system's rain.

Tokyo has rain at times and cloud, with a high of 24

and a low of 21, and Yokohama rain at times and

cloud at 25 and 19; the Kanto region's landslide risk

is expected to worsen and thunderstorms may affect

the commute.

Nagoya has rain at times and cloud, at 26 with a low

of 21, and Kyoto the same at 26 and 22.

Osaka has rain at times and cloud, with a high of 26

and a low of 23, the warmest night on the main

islands' map, and Hiroshima rain at times and cloud

at 26 and 22.

Fukuoka carries the map's only thunderstorm symbol,

with rain, heavy locally and thunder, at 27 and 23,

and Kagoshima is cloudy with rain at times at 31 and

25.

Naha is cloudy then fair with the typhoon nearby, at

31 with a low of 27, the clearing that follows the

storm's passage north-west of Minami Daito.

Today's map carries no arrows despite its legend's

reference to changing conditions, and each city's

single symbol is used here with the map's own

wording.

The Level 4 landslide warning in Arita, the

Kumamoto rain and the seven-metre waves in

Okinawa are the day's official cautions, and the Izu

Islands' 120 millimetres is the forecast for the storm's

path.

The map's readings are supplied for this edition; the

meteorological agency's short-range forecasts remain

the authoritative guide.

Rain at times from north to south, and a typhoon

leaving the frame: the map's Monday.

SOCIETY

One Week On: Thirteen Dead, Two
Missing, 4,000 Households Without
Power
By Emi Kondo | Society & Local News Reporter

One week after Typhoon No. 25 struck the Boso

Peninsula and Kanagawa, the toll stands at 13 dead,

eight in Chiba and five in Kanagawa, with two people

missing in Chiba and approximately 4,000

households without power, according to Sankei

News.

The thirteenth death follows the twelfth reported on

Saturday, and the two missing are the subject of

searches in the landslide debris that a week of

interrupted weather has slowed.

The 4,000 households without power are the

remainder of the outages that covered 150 areas of

Chiba last week with no outlook, and their restoration

is slowed by the damaged roads and lines that the

crews must reach.

Transport in Chiba, including the Uchibo Line, will

be affected for an extended period, and partial

restoration is expected to take three months,

according to the reports available; the Sobu Line's

closure of about a month and the Kominato Railway's

suspended sections complete the peninsula's isolation.

The substitute buses between Anegasaki and

Kisarazu, cancelled at the weekend for want of buses,

remain cancelled, and the industrial coast's workers

begin the week by road.

Emergency repairs at Inbanuma have been completed

in preparation for Surige, the week's achievement,

and the lake's water level data since the breach are

being used to guide the recovery's decisions.

Forty municipalities reported agricultural and water

damage at the weekend, inns are without power along

the southern coast, the flower fields of Minamiboso

have been washed away, and JFE Steel expects to

lose about 600,000 tons of production at its Chiba

Works.

The severe-disaster designation the government

plans, promised a week ago, has not yet been made,

and the one-week tally is the argument for making it

before Surige's rain arrives on Wednesday.

Asahi's report that Chiba has suffered three

heavy-rain disasters in just over a month, with

warming and sea surface temperatures cited as

common factors, gives the week's toll its longer

context.

Thirteen dead and two still sought: the week's count

is not yet closed.

SOCIETY

The Two-Month Mark: What Long
Evacuation Does, and Why
Temporary Housing Decides It
By Naomi Kato | Culture & Society Editor

Kumamoto's 1,500 evacuees, two months after the

earthquake of July 28, describe a stage of disaster that

Japan's recent history has taught it to fear: the long

evacuation.

Evacuation centres, in school gymnasiums and

community halls, are designed for days, and after

weeks their occupants suffer the effects that the 2011

disaster and the 2016 Kumamoto earthquakes

documented: illness, sleeplessness, the deaths in

evacuation that the authorities count separately from

the disaster's own.

Temporary housing, the prefabricated units that

prefectures build on public land, is the remedy, and

its schedule decides how long the halls remain full; in

2016, units were ready within months for tens of

thousands.

The 1,500 who remain are, on the pattern of past

disasters, the residents whose homes are most

damaged, whose land is unsafe or who have no

relatives to take them in, and they are the hardest to

house.

The Emperor and Empress's visit tomorrow, on the

pattern of imperial visits after past disasters, will take

them to the halls, and the visit's timing, at two

months, is a recognition that the evacuation has

become long.

The summer's heat in the halls, and now the autumn's

rain and the heavy rain warning in the prefecture, are

the conditions the evacuees have lived through.

Chiba's evacuees from Typhoon No. 25, a week into

their displacement, will reach the two-month mark in

November, and the prefecture's temporary housing

decisions must be made now to avoid Kumamoto's

numbers.

The disaster victim certificates that both prefectures

issue are the paperwork on which housing, support

payments and insurance depend, and their processing

is the recovery's bottleneck.

The government's AI tools for the affected

municipalities, provided after the Kumamoto quake,

were meant to speed that paperwork, and the 1,500

are the measure of how far it has been sped.

Two months in a hall is a policy failure with a

schedule attached, and the schedule is temporary

housing.

SOCIETY

From 980 to 945 in a Day: How
Surige Deepened Into a Very Strong
Typhoon
By Maya Suzuki | Science & Innovation Desk

Surige's central pressure fell from around 980

hectopascals at the weekend to 945 this morning, and

its winds rose from 35 metres a second to 50,

according to Weathernews and tenki.jp, a deepening

that moved the storm from the strong class into the

very strong.

The Japan Meteorological Agency classes typhoons

by maximum sustained winds: strong from 33 to 43

metres a second, very strong from 44 to 53, and

violent from 54; Surige's 50 places it in the second

class, with gusts of 70 that reach into the third.

Rapid intensification of this kind occurs over warm

water with low wind shear, and the seas south of

Okinawa in late September, warmed through the

summer, supplied the energy.

A pressure of 945 hectopascals is the mark of a

serious storm; Typhoon No. 25, which killed 13 in

Chiba and Kanagawa, did its damage with rain rather

than wind, and Surige's danger is the reverse.

The Daito islands, which the centre passed closest to,

took the storm at its strongest, and the main island's

position slightly off-centre spared it the eyewall

while leaving it the outer bands' heavy rain,

thunderstorms and gusts.

The storm's speed, 15 to 20 kilometres an hour, is

faster than the weekend's 15, and the acceleration

shortens the hours of wind each place receives, the

one favourable change in the forecast.

Waves of seven metres in Okinawa, four in Amami

and Hokkaido and three in Tohoku describe the

storm's swell field, which extends far beyond its

winds and reaches Honshu's Pacific coast tomorrow.

The extratropical transition expected before the

Kurils on the 3rd will spread the storm's energy over

a wider area and lower its peak winds, the ordinary

end of an autumn typhoon that turns north-east over

cooler water.

Today's map shows Naha cloudy then fair with the

typhoon nearby, at 31 and 27, the clearing that

follows a storm's passage, and Kagoshima cloudy

with rain at times at 31 and 25.

Thirty-five hectopascals in a day is the number to

remember: a storm that was strong on Sunday was

very strong by Monday's dawn.

SOCIETY

A Night on the Daito Islands, and a
Main Island Spared the Centre
By Emi Kondo | Society & Local News Reporter

The Daito islands experienced strong winds and

heavy rain from before dawn to early morning today,

according to Weathernews and tenki.jp, as Surige

passed north-west of Minami Daito at its strongest.

Residents were warned of flooded roads, fallen trees

and power outages, the three hazards of a typhoon

night on islands whose houses are concrete and

whose supplies arrive by crane from ships that will

not come for days.

The islands' few thousand residents, on Minami Daito

and Kita Daito, spent the night in the routine their

history has taught: shutters closed, water stocked,

power banks charged and the satellite-linked phones

that the carriers advertised at the weekend ready for

use if the towers failed.

SoftBank's stratospheric communications platform

was presented again as a backup for the risk of storms

and power outages on the Daito islands, according to

the technology coverage available, and the islands'

isolation is the case the technology was built for.

Okinawa's main island, slightly off-centre from the

storm's track, saw the active rain clouds at the centre

move away this morning, and the day brings

temporary heavy rain, thunderstorms and strong gusts

rather than the eyewall.

Naha's map reading, cloudy then fair with the

typhoon nearby at 31 and 27, describes the clearing

that follows the centre's passage, and the airport and

ferries will resume as the wind drops.

Waves of seven metres along Okinawa's coasts keep

the seas closed through the day, and the reef flats and

breakwaters remain dangerous after the wind has

eased.

Kadena and the other American bases, which secured

their aircraft as the storm approached, will assess

their own damage alongside the prefecture's.

Junglia, the theme park in the north of the main

island, and the resort coast lose another day, and the

storm's passage before the week's end returns the

island's tourism to its season.

The Daito islands' damage will be reported when the

assessment is made; the main island's morning is the

ordinary aftermath of a storm that passed at a

distance.

SOCIETY

325.7 Billion Yen Lost Last Year:
Ten Ways Not to Add to It
Compiled by the Society Desk

A call from a relative in trouble asking for money:

hang up and call the relative directly.

A call from police, a bank or an official demanding a

transfer: no such agency asks by phone.

An investment with guaranteed returns through a

messaging app: it is fraud.

A romantic contact online who asks for money: it is

fraud, however long the relationship.

A request to buy prepaid cards and read out the

numbers: fraud, always.

A part-time job with high pay for simple tasks via an

encrypted app: criminal recruitment.

Gold offered at a discount by strangers, door to door

or online: it is not gold.

Never install remote-access software at a caller's

request.

Register a family password for emergencies, and use

it.

Report attempts to the police consultation line, 9110,

even if no money was lost.
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24°C Low 21°C on the map · Kanto: thunderstorms possible on the commute; landslide risk worsening · Typhoon No. 26 very strong, 945 hPa, off Minami Daito

TODAY'S HIGHS AND LOWS — 12 CITIES
Forecast highs and lows from today's weather map, °C, north to south
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Kyoto
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23°

Osaka

26°

22°

Hiroshima

27°

23°

Fukuoka

31°

25°

Kagoshima

31°

27°

Naha

TODAY'S WEATHER

Today's map is a map of rain at times from Hokkaido

to Kyushu, with a front and a low-pressure system

over the Sea of Japan bringing rain to northern and

eastern Japan and the outriders of Typhoon No. 26

feeding the front in the west. Tokyo has rain at times

and cloud, with a high of 24 and a low of 21 on the

map; forecasters warn of thunderstorms during the

morning commute across the Kanto region, where

landslide damage is expected to worsen on saturated

slopes. Fukuoka carries the map's only thunderstorm

symbol, with rain, heavy locally and thunder, and

Naha is cloudy then fair with the typhoon nearby, the

clearing that follows Surige's passage north-west of

Minami Daito.

Surige, a very strong typhoon, lies north-west of

Minami Daito Island with a central pressure of 945

hPa, winds of 50 m/s and gusts of 70. Waves of 7 m

are expected in Okinawa, 4 m in Amami and

Hokkaido and 3 m in Tohoku. Twenty-four-hour

rainfall of 120 mm is forecast for the Izu Islands and

100 mm for Hokkaido. A Level 4 landslide warning

is in force for Arita, Saga; a heavy rain warning

continues in Kumamoto.

REGIONAL FORECASTS

Hokkaido: Sapporo cloudy with rain at times, 23/17,

the map's coolest reading; 100 mm of rain in 24 hours

and waves of 4 m on the coasts as the storm turns

north.

Tohoku: Sendai cloudy, rain at times, 26/19; waves

of 3 m on the Pacific coast.

Sea of Japan side: Niigata cloudy with rain, 26/20,

under the low-pressure system's rain.

Kanto: Tokyo rain at times, cloudy, 24/21;

Yokohama rain at times, cloudy, 25/19.

Thunderstorms possible during the commute;

landslide risk expected to worsen; Surige's outer

bands reach the region on Wednesday as the storm

passes south of the peninsula. The Izu Islands face

120 mm in 24 hours.

Tokai: Nagoya rain at times, cloudy, 26/21, where the

Asian Games' final week begins under cloud and rain

at Paloma Mizuho Stadium.

Kansai: Kyoto rain at times, cloudy, 26/22; Osaka

rain at times, cloudy, 26/23, the warmest night on the

main islands' map at 23.

Chugoku: Hiroshima rain at times, cloudy, 26/22.

Kyushu: Fukuoka rain, heavy locally / thunder,

27/23, the map's only thunderstorm symbol;

Kagoshima cloudy with rain at times, 31/25. Level 4

landslide warning in Arita, Saga; heavy rain warning

in Kumamoto, where a man in his 50s drowned in a

swollen river.

Okinawa: Naha cloudy then fair; typhoon nearby,

31/27, at 31 and 27. The Daito islands took strong

wind and heavy rain from before dawn; the storm's

centre passes slightly off-centre from the main island,

where the active rain clouds are moving away with

temporary heavy rain, thunderstorms and strong

gusts. Waves of 7 m.

TYPHOON NO. 26

Typhoon No. 26, Surige, a very strong typhoon, was

north-west of Minami Daito Island this morning, with

a central pressure of 945 hPa, maximum sustained

winds of 50 m/s and gusts of 70 m/s, moving

east-north-east at 15-20 km/h, according to

Weathernews and tenki.jp. Daito Island had strong

winds and heavy rain in the early hours of the 28th;

residents were warned of flooded roads, fallen trees

and power outages. From the 29th to October 1 the

storm will move east-north-east along the south of

Japan, with swells on the Pacific side of Honshu on

the 29th and 30th; after becoming an extratropical

cyclone it will be near the Kuril Islands around the

3rd. Follow the Japan Meteorological Agency's

formal typhoon information, updated every few

hours.

AFTER TYPHOON NO. 25

One week on, 13 people are dead (eight in Chiba, five

in Kanagawa) and two are missing in Chiba;

approximately 4,000 households remain without

power, according to Sankei News. Partial restoration

of Chiba's transport, including the Uchibo Line, is

expected to take three months. Emergency repairs at

Inbanuma have been completed ahead of Surige.

Chiba has had three heavy-rain disasters in just over a

month since August; global warming and sea surface

temperatures are cited as common factors (Asahi

Shimbun).

EARTHQUAKE

The Japan Meteorological Agency's short report on

an earthquake was issued on the morning of the 28th,

published alongside the continuing development plan

for the earthquake early warning system; the location,

magnitude and intensity were not included in the

reports available. Consult the agency's website for the

parameters.

SEAS

Waves of 7 m in Okinawa, 4 m in Amami and

Hokkaido and 3 m in Tohoku. Swells on the Pacific

side of Honshu on the 29th and 30th. Stay off

breakwaters, beaches and rocks along the Pacific

coast through the storm's passage.

SUNRISE AND SUNSET

Tokyo: sunrise 5:33 a.m., sunset 5:31 p.m.; Osaka:

sunrise 5:49 a.m., sunset 5:48 p.m.; Sapporo: sunrise

5:27 a.m., sunset 5:23 p.m.; Naha: sunrise 6:19 a.m.,

sunset 6:20 p.m. Times are calculated for each city

and may differ from official tables by a minute.

THE DAYS AHEAD

Surige east-north-east along the south of Japan from

Tuesday to Thursday, with Pacific swells on Tuesday

and Wednesday and its outer bands over Kanto on

Wednesday; extratropical near the Kurils around

Saturday. Rain in northern and eastern Japan from the

front and the Sea of Japan low. Hokkaido's 100 mm

and 4 m waves as the storm turns north.

ABOUT THE MAP

Today's map refers in its heading to changing

conditions shown with arrows, but carries no arrows;

each city's single symbol and wording are used here

as printed. The chart beside the map shows each city's

forecast high and low as given on the map. A

separate United States forecast map, whose readings

are identical to Sunday's, appears on the Weather

Abroad page.

SOCIETY

East Along the South of Japan,
Then North to the Kurils: Surige's
Last Days
By Maya Suzuki | Science & Innovation Desk

From the 29th to October 1, Surige will move

east-north-east along the south of Japan, and after

becoming an extratropical cyclone it will be near the

Kuril Islands around the 3rd, according to

Weathernews and tenki.jp.

The track keeps the storm's centre at sea, south of the

main islands, but its northern half brushes the Pacific

coasts in turn: Kyushu and Shikoku tomorrow, the

Kii Peninsula and Kanto through Wednesday,

Tohoku and Hokkaido as the storm turns north.

Swells on the Pacific side of Honshu on the 29th and

30th are the first effect, with waves of three metres in

Tohoku and four in Hokkaido as the storm passes and

transitions.

Rain in northern and eastern Japan comes from a

front and a low-pressure system over the Sea of

Japan, a separate system whose interaction with the

typhoon's moisture is the forecast's complication.

The Izu Islands' forecast of 120 millimetres in 24

hours, and Hokkaido's 100, show where the rain

concentrates: the islands south of Tokyo in the

storm's path, and the north where the front and the

transitioning storm meet.

Kanto's landslide damage is expected to worsen,

according to the reports available, since the storm's

outer bands fall on slopes that a week of rain has left

saturated, and thunderstorms may affect the morning

commute.

For Chiba, a track that passes south of the peninsula

on Wednesday is a track that brings rain without the

centre, and the completed emergency repairs at

Inbanuma will be tested by whatever falls.

The extratropical transition, in which a typhoon's

warm core gives way to a mid-latitude cyclone's

structure, spreads the winds and lowers the peak, and

the Kurils will receive a large, weakened storm rather

than a typhoon.

Today's map shows the main islands under rain at

times across the board, from Sapporo at 23 and 17 to

Fukuoka's rain, heavy locally with thunder, at 27 and

23, the front and the storm's outriders together.

Thursday's extratropical cyclone near the Kurils will

be the season's twenty-sixth storm leaving the map.

SOCIETY

Buses That Do Not Exist: The
National Shortage Behind Chiba's
Cancelled Service
By Kenji Fukuda | Real Estate & Urban Development

The cancellation of the Uchibo Line's substitute buses

between Anegasaki and Kisarazu, for want of buses,

remains in force as the peninsula faces three months

without partial rail restoration, and the shortage

behind it is national.

Japan's bus operators have lost drivers for a decade,

to age, to pay that trails other driving jobs and to the

overtime limits that took effect for drivers in April

2024, and the shortage has cut routes in every

prefecture.

Rural lines have closed, urban frequencies have fallen

and the operators that railways call on for substitute

services have fewer vehicles and drivers to send, so

that an emergency of months exceeds what the region

can supply.

A substitute service for a railway carries the trains'

passengers in buses that hold a fraction of a train's

load, and replacing a line for three months requires

drivers every day for three months.

JR East can ask operators from other regions to send

buses, as railways did after the 2011 disaster, and the

government can facilitate transfers, but drivers cannot

be trained in a week and the shortage is everywhere.

The industrial coast between Anegasaki and

Kisarazu, with JFE Steel's works and the

petrochemical plants, depends on shift workers who

cannot use a service that does not run at night, and

the companies have arranged car-pools and company

buses.

The shortage's causes are structural: driving a bus

pays less than driving a truck, the hours are irregular

and the licence takes time and money to obtain, and

the operators' finances, hit by the pandemic, have not

recovered.

The editorial page argues this morning that the buses

are the week's most telling failure, because they are a

failure of provision that no weather explains.

The severe-disaster designation would raise the state's

share of the railway's repair; it cannot supply a driver.

Three months without rails and a service that cannot

be staffed: the peninsula's winter is a labour problem

as much as a weather one.
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United States weather forecast for Monday, September 28, 2026: highs and lows in degrees Fahrenheit, with arrows showing changing conditions.
The readings are identical to Sunday's map. Map supplied for this edition.

SOCIETY

Weather Abroad: A Dry West, a Hot South and a Wet Atlantic Seaboard
Across the United States, Unchanged From Sunday
Monday's forecast for twenty American cities carries the same readings as Sunday's map, city for city
By Maya Suzuki | Science & Innovation Desk

Today's United States forecast map, shown above,

carries the same readings as Sunday's for all twenty

cities, and its picture of the country is unchanged: a

dry west, a hot south and rain along the Atlantic

seaboard.

The Pacific north-west is mild and dry: Seattle is

partly cloudy at 63 degrees Fahrenheit and 46, about

17 and 8 Celsius; Portland, Oregon is sunny at 70 and

48; San Francisco mostly cloudy at 64 and 54.

The south-west is hot: Phoenix very hot at 97 and 79,

about 36 and 26 Celsius; Las Vegas sunny and hot at

96 and 72; Los Angeles partly cloudy at 83 and 65.

Denver is partly cloudy with a stray shower at 84 and

58, and Kansas City has showers at 77 and 64.

Texas holds the map's heat: Austin partly cloudy and

hot at 99 and 74, the highest reading; Dallas with

isolated thunderstorms at 94 and 76; Houston partly

cloudy and warm at 94 and 75.

The Midwest is cooler: Minneapolis with showers

possible at 68 and 57, Chicago partly sunny at 70 and

52.

The Atlantic seaboard stays wet: New York rain and

wind at 66 and 58; Boston rain and cool at 62 and 57;

Washington, D.C. rain at 65 and 60, about 18 and 16

Celsius.

The south-east is sunny, with Atlanta at 81 and 55

and Miami at 87 and 72.

Anchorage has showers at 53 and 44, and Honolulu is

mostly cloudy at 87 and 77.

The map's arrows show warmth spreading from the

Plains toward the Great Lakes and the north-east, and

a swirl of circulation off the Atlantic coast.

The identical readings on consecutive days are noted

here as a feature of the maps supplied; the National

Weather Service's forecasts for each city are the

official guide, and readers with business on the east

coast should expect a third wet day there.

For Japanese readers, the contrast with home is

complete: the American east has rain under a stalled

pattern, and Japan has rain under a front and a very

strong typhoon turning east.

SOCIETY

Tokyo at 24 and 21, Rain at Times:
The Week Begins Under an
Umbrella
By Maya Suzuki | Science & Innovation Desk

Today's map gives Tokyo rain at times and cloud,

with a high of 24 and a low of 21, and the forecasters

warn of thunderstorms during the commute across the

Kanto region.

The rain comes from a front and a low-pressure

system over the Sea of Japan rather than from the

typhoon, whose outer bands reach Kanto on

Wednesday as the storm passes south of the

peninsula.

For the capital, a wet Monday is an inconvenience;

for Chiba, whose slopes are saturated and whose two

missing have not been found, the same rain is a

hazard, and the landslide risk is expected to worsen.

The markets reopen under the rain to a yen at 156 and

the summit's agreement, and the Diet's committees

prepare a session whose agenda the weather keeps

lengthening.

Sunday's pleasant day was the week's one pause, used

by the searchers, the crews at Inbanuma and the race

walkers in Nagoya, and Monday resumes the season.

Yokohama, at 25 and 19 with the same rain at times,

shares the day, and Kanagawa's five dead from

Typhoon No. 25 are its part of the week's count.

The Izu Islands, south of the capital in the storm's

path, face 120 millimetres in 24 hours, the largest

rainfall figure in the forecast.

The Pacific side of Honshu sees swells from

Tuesday, and the beaches of Shonan and the Boso

coast will be closed to surfers for the storm's passage.

Sapporo's 23 and 17, and Naha's 31 and 27, bracket

the map, with Tokyo's 24 and 21 in the middle of an

archipelago under rain.

An umbrella on Monday, a watch on the slope, and

the storm's bands on Wednesday: the capital's week,

in weather.

SOCIETY

The Cane in the Wind: What
Surige's Night Means for the Daito
Islands' One Crop
By Grace Park | Food & Restaurants

The Daito islands' strong winds and heavy rain before

dawn fell on the sugar cane that is the islands'

economy, and the crop's condition is the morning's

first agricultural question in Okinawa.

Sugar cane, planted by the Izu islanders who settled

the Daito islands at the start of the twentieth century,

covers most of their flat coral surface, and the islands'

sugar mills are their largest employers.

Cane is a tough crop that bends in wind and recovers,

but a very strong typhoon with gusts of 70 metres a

second can flatten and strip it, and salt spray from

seven-metre waves burns the leaves.

The harvest, which runs through the winter, will

show the damage in yield, and the islands'

co-operatives will report to the prefecture for the

support schemes that follow.

Okinawa's main island, spared the centre, will have

taken less damage to its own vegetables and its cane,

and the prefecture's damage count today will separate

the two.

The islands' isolation, with cargo lifted by crane from

ships that will not come for days, means that the

mills' supplies and the residents' food are the

immediate concern, and the crop the longer one.

The rice growers of Chiba, whose fields were

re-flooded during the harvest, and the flower growers

of Minamiboso are the mainland's version of the

same loss, and the rice price's continued decline

compounds theirs.

The severe-disaster designation the government plans

for Typhoon No. 25 would not cover Surige's

damage, which would require its own designation if

the losses are large.

The cane will be cut in the winter, and the sugar sold

in the spring; the storm's cost will be known then.

One crop on a coral island, and a night of wind: the

Daito islands' harvest begins its count.

SOCIETY

The Morning After: How Okinawa
Counts a Typhoon's Damage
By Emi Kondo | Society & Local News Reporter

Surige's passage north-west of Minami Daito at its

strongest, and its off-centre passage from the main

island, leave Okinawa with the routine that follows

every storm: the count.

The prefecture's disaster office collects reports from

each municipality by mid-morning, on injuries,

damaged houses, power outages, road closures and

flooding, and the count is revised through the day as

the outer islands report.

Power outages are the usual largest number, since the

islands' overhead lines fall to wind and salt, and the

utility's crews begin restoration as the wind drops

below the level at which bucket trucks can work.

The Daito islands, which took the storm before dawn,

report by radio and satellite if the cables have failed,

and their damage assessment is the day's slowest.

Ferries and flights resume in sequence as the seas and

winds ease, and the airlines' cancellations of the past

two days are cleared over the following two.

Crops, particularly sugar cane on the Daito islands

and the main island's vegetables, are assessed by the

agricultural co-operatives, and the losses are reported

to the prefecture for the support schemes that follow.

The American bases assess their own damage and

report to the prefecture separately, and Kadena's

aircraft, secured before the storm, return to their

normal operations.

Tourism's losses, from Junglia's closed days to the

resorts' cancellations, are counted by the industry

rather than the state, and the season's recovery begins

with the next flight.

The concrete houses that the editorial page credits

with the islands' low typhoon toll are the reason the

count is usually of property rather than people.

The morning after is a form to fill in, and Okinawa

has filled it many times.

SOCIETY

What Happens When a Typhoon
Stops Being One: The Extratropical
Transition
By Maya Suzuki | Science & Innovation Desk

Surige will become an extratropical cyclone before it

reaches the Kuril Islands around the 3rd, according to

the forecast, and the change is one of structure rather

than an ending.

A typhoon is a warm-core system: its energy comes

from the condensation of moisture drawn up from

warm seas, and its winds are strongest in a tight ring

around the eye.

As a typhoon moves north over cooler water and into

the westerly winds of the mid-latitudes, it loses its

warm core and acquires the fronts of an ordinary

cyclone, with cold and warm air masses meeting

along its edges.

The transition spreads the winds over a much wider

area and lowers the peak, so that an extratropical

cyclone near the Kurils can bring gales and heavy

rain to Hokkaido without a typhoon's concentrated

violence.

The meteorological agency stops calling the system a

typhoon at the transition, but continues its warnings,

and the change of name has caused confusion in the

past when residents took it for an all-clear.

Hokkaido's forecast of 100 millimetres in 24 hours

and four-metre waves is the transitioning storm's

work, combined with the front and the low over the

Sea of Japan.

The transition also accelerates the storm, which is

why the forecast has Surige off Honshu on

Wednesday and near the Kurils by Thursday.

Autumn typhoons transition more often than summer

ones, since the westerlies have moved south and the

seas north of Japan have cooled, and the season's late

storms are the ones that reach the north.

Typhoon No. 25 did its damage as a typhoon;

Surige's last chapter will be written as something

else, and Hokkaido will feel it.

The name changes; the rain does not.

SOCIETY

Hokkaido's Turn: 100 Millimetres
and Four-Metre Waves as the
Storm Turns North
By Maya Suzuki | Science & Innovation Desk

Hokkaido faces 100 millimetres of rain in 24 hours

and waves of four metres as Surige turns north-east

and the front and low-pressure system over the Sea of

Japan bring rain to northern Japan, according to the

forecast reported this morning.

Today's map shows Sapporo cloudy with rain at times

at 23 and 17, the mild rain before the storm's

transitioning remnant arrives near the Kurils around

the 3rd.

The island's cold mornings, which produced the

season's first sub-zero temperatures last week, give

way to a wet week, and the harvest of potatoes,

onions and beans races the rain as it raced the frost.

Four-metre waves on the Pacific coast close the

fishing ports of Kushiro and Nemuro, and the

Okhotsk coast's boats will stay in harbour as the

storm passes to the east.

An extratropical cyclone near the Kurils spreads its

winds over a wide area, and Hokkaido's east will

receive gales without a typhoon's concentrated

violence.

The 2016 typhoons that struck Hokkaido in

succession, flooding the Tokachi plain and cutting the

railways, are the island's recent memory of storms

that reach the north, and the forecast will be read

against it.

Tohoku's three-metre waves and Sendai's rain at

times at 26 and 19 are the intermediate stage, as the

storm's swell field moves up the Pacific coast.

The Kuril Islands, beyond Japan's administration, will

receive the storm's last winds, and the Russian

weather service's warnings will describe its end.

Hokkaido's power lines and its long rural roads are

the vulnerabilities, and the utility's crews are

positioned in the east.

The season's twenty-sixth storm ends in the north,

and the north's week begins under rain.

SOCIETY

The Izu Islands' 120 Millimetres:
The Storm's Path Runs Through
Tokyo's Islands
By Emi Kondo | Society & Local News Reporter

The Izu Islands face 120 millimetres of rain in 24

hours, the largest rainfall figure in this morning's

forecast, as Surige moves east-north-east along the

south of Japan from Tuesday.

The islands, from Oshima and Niijima near the Boso

and Izu peninsulas to Hachijojima and the remote

Aogashima far to the south, are part of Tokyo, and

they sit in the path of every typhoon that turns east

south of Honshu.

Their exposure is a matter of geography: volcanic

islands with steep slopes, small catchments and no

shelter from the Pacific, so that a storm's rain runs off

them in hours and its swells strike from every side.

Oshima's disaster of October 2013, when a typhoon's

overnight rain sent a slope down on the town of

Motomachi and killed dozens, is the islands' recent

memory, and it changed how Tokyo's island villages

issue evacuation orders at night.

The islands' ferries from Takeshiba and their small

airports close as the seas rise, and the swells forecast

for the Pacific side of Honshu on the 29th and 30th

reach them first.

Fishing, tourism and camellia oil are the islands'

economy, and each storm's cost falls on boats hauled

out, guesthouses emptied and groves stripped.

The 120 millimetres are the storm's rain arriving

ahead of its centre, which the forecast keeps at sea to

the south, and the islands' villages will issue their

orders on the hazard maps drawn after 2013.

Kanto's landslide risk, expected to worsen, is the

mainland version of the same rain, and the two are

forecast together.

Tokyo's disaster office manages the islands' response

from the capital, and the distance is the islands'

particular difficulty.

A hundred and twenty millimetres on islands that

drain in hours: the storm's first mainland-side test is

offshore.
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The Other System: A Front and a
Sea of Japan Low Bring the North
Its Rain
By Maya Suzuki | Science & Innovation Desk

Northern and eastern Japan have rain today from a

front and a low-pressure system over the Sea of

Japan, according to the forecast reported this

morning, a system separate from Surige and

responsible for most of what falls on the main islands

before Wednesday.

Today's map shows the Sea of Japan side under it:

Niigata cloudy with rain at 26 and 20, Sendai cloudy

with rain at times at 26 and 19, and Sapporo cloudy

with rain at times at 23 and 17.

A low over the Sea of Japan draws warm, moist air

from the south along its eastern flank and the front

trailing from it stalls over the Pacific coast, which is

why the capital's rain at times and Kanto's commute

thunderstorms belong to the same system.

Surige's contribution is moisture: a very strong

typhoon to the south feeds the front with warm air

from the ocean, and the front's rain intensifies where

the two meet, as it did over Chiba last week and over

Kyushu this weekend.

The interaction is the forecast's complication, since

the front's position decides where the heaviest rain

falls, and the typhoon's approach shifts it.

Hokkaido's 100 millimetres in 24 hours is the low's

work combined with the transitioning storm's arrival

near the Kurils, and the island receives both.

The Sea of Japan side's rain is the autumn's ordinary

weather, the front named in the cartoon's characters

this morning, and its arrival on the same day as a

typhoon is the season at its most typical.

Rice harvests on the Niigata and Tohoku plains,

already delayed by the summer's rain, face another

wet week and the drying costs the reports cite.

The front moves east with the storm, and the north's

clearing follows the storm's departure toward the

Kurils on Saturday.

Two systems, one wet map: the front does the

mainland's work while the typhoon takes the

headlines.

SOCIETY

Kanto's Monday: Landslide Risk
Expected to Worsen,
Thunderstorms on the Commute
By Maya Suzuki | Science & Innovation Desk

Landslide damage in the Kanto region is expected to

worsen, and thunderstorms may affect commuters

and students, according to the reports available, as the

week begins under rain from a front and a

low-pressure system over the Sea of Japan.

Today's map shows Tokyo with rain at times and

cloud, at 24 and 21, and Yokohama the same at 25

and 19, the ordinary Monday rain that a saturated

region cannot treat as ordinary.

The slopes of the Boso Peninsula and the Kanagawa

hills have taken a month's rain, and each new fall

raises the risk that a slope which has held will fail;

the two missing in Chiba are the reason the searches

in the debris are watched.

Thunderstorms during the morning commute mean

delays on the surface lines that lightning and heavy

rain affect, and the railways' overnight suspensions of

last week are the precedent for caution.

Surige's outer bands reach Kanto on Wednesday as

the storm passes south of the peninsula, and the Izu

Islands' 120 millimetres in 24 hours is the forecast for

the storm's path.

The completed emergency repairs at Inbanuma will

meet the rain with a closed embankment, and the

pumps in the flooded lowlands will lose to the new

water what they gained on Sunday.

Schools in the affected districts, 500 of them

damaged, will decide on early closures if the

thunderstorms arrive, and the prefectures' boards of

education issue guidance by the hour.

The Mito verdict on Wednesday, the Diet session's

preparation and the Emperor and Empress's visit to

Kumamoto tomorrow fill a week that the weather will

interrupt.

Sunday's pleasant day was the pause the forecasters

could not extend, and Monday's rain is the

resumption.

An umbrella, a slower train and an eye on the slope:

Kanto's week begins as last week ended.

SOCIETY

Kanagawa's Five: The Other
Prefecture in the One-Week Toll
By Daisuke Ito | Investigations & Longform

Of the 13 dead from Typhoon No. 25 reported by

Sankei one week on, five died in Kanagawa, the

prefecture across Tokyo Bay from Chiba whose hills

took the same rain.

Kanagawa's deaths were in landslides in the

prefecture's western and central hills, on the pattern

of Chiba's, and its warnings on saturated slopes

remained in force through the week.

The prefecture's damage was less extensive than

Chiba's, with no railway closed for months and no

lake breached, but its five dead are the same

proportion of tragedy, and its searches ended with the

recovery of the bodies.

Yokohama, the prefecture's capital, has a week of its

own: the former mayor's candidacy in the election to

replace himself, and the murder investigation into a

man's death in an apartment complex after a reported

argument.

Today's map gives Yokohama rain at times and

cloud, at 25 and 19, and the prefecture shares the

Kanto region's worsening landslide risk and the

thunderstorms possible on the commute.

Surige's outer bands on Wednesday will reach

Kanagawa's Shonan coast with the swells that arrive

on Tuesday, and the beaches will be closed.

The prefecture's evacuation orders, issued under the

same Level 4 mechanism that Arita's residents face

this morning, will be reissued for the storm.

The severe-disaster designation the government plans

covers Kanagawa as well as Chiba, and the

prefecture's municipalities have submitted their

damage counts.

Kanagawa's police, who count the five dead, are also

investigating the Yokohama death, and their week is

divided between the storm and the city.

Five of thirteen: the prefecture's share of a toll that

the week has not closed.

SOCIETY

Two Still Missing: The Searches in
Chiba's Debris After a Week
By Daisuke Ito | Investigations & Longform

Two people remain missing in Chiba a week after

Typhoon No. 25, according to Sankei News, and the

searches in the landslide debris of the Boso Peninsula

continue under the rain that today's map shows for

the region.

Landslide searches are slow by nature: the debris is

unstable, rain can move it again, and the searchers,

from the fire services, the police and the Self-Defense

Forces, work by hand and by probe where machinery

cannot reach.

The thirteen dead, eight in Chiba and five in

Kanagawa, were found in the week's searches, and

the two missing are the cases in which the debris has

not yielded.

Sunday's pleasant day allowed a full day's work, and

Monday's rain at times, with the landslide risk

expected to worsen, slows it again; Surige's bands on

Wednesday may stop it.

The families of the missing wait at the evacuation

centres and at the search sites, and the prefecture's

officials brief them each day.

The Level 4 landslide warnings that remain in force

on the peninsula's slopes are the same mechanism

that Arita's residents face this morning, and the

peninsula's warnings have been the slowest in the

country to lift.

Asahi's report that warming seas are cited as the

common factor in the prefecture's three disasters

since August gives the searches their longer context,

and the editorial page's argument is that the context

changes the building code rather than the search.

The severe-disaster designation, when it is made, will

cover the search and recovery costs the prefecture has

borne for a week.

Kanagawa's five dead, in Kamogawa's neighbour

prefecture across the bay, were found in the same

kind of debris, and the two prefectures' searches share

methods and crews.

Two missing after a week: the searches go on, and

the rain returns.

SOCIETY

The Last 4,000: Why the Final
Households Are the Slowest to
Reconnect
By Kenji Fukuda | Real Estate & Urban Development

Approximately 4,000 households remain without

power one week after Typhoon No. 25, according to

Sankei News, down from the 150 areas of Chiba that

had no outlook a week ago, and the remainder are the

hardest cases.

Power restoration after a storm proceeds from the

substations outward: the transmission lines first, then

the distribution feeders that serve thousands, then the

branch lines that serve hundreds, and last the

individual connections that a fallen tree or a collapsed

house has severed.

The last households are the ones at the ends of lines

in the peninsula's valleys, where the roads are

blocked by landslides, the poles are down in debris

and the crews must walk in with equipment.

Homes that are damaged cannot be reconnected until

an electrician has checked their wiring, and the

flooded houses around Inbanuma and in the southern

towns fall into that category.

The utility's crews, reinforced from other regions as

they were after the 2019 typhoon, have worked

through the week's interrupted weather, and

Monday's rain at times and Wednesday's storm will

interrupt them again.

The inns along the southern coast, without power for

a week in their peak season, are the economic face of

the last 4,000, and their reconnection is the recovery's

most visible milestone.

Generators, charging points at municipal offices and

the satellite phone services are the interim provision,

and the floodwater rules on electricity apply to every

reconnection.

The 2019 typhoon's outages in the same peninsula

lasted for weeks in the last valleys, and the

comparison sets the expectation.

The severe-disaster designation would not speed a

crew's walk into a valley, and the crews' pace is set

by the roads.

Four thousand households, at the ends of the lines:

the week's last count.

SOCIETY

Three Months for a Partial
Restoration: Chiba's Transport
Faces the Winter Without Its Rails
By Kenji Fukuda | Real Estate & Urban Development

Transportation in Chiba, including the Uchibo Line,

will be affected for an extended period, and partial

restoration is expected to take three months,

according to the reports available, a horizon that

carries the peninsula's recovery into the new year.

Three months for a partial restoration means that

some sections will reopen before others, with the

least damaged stretches first, and the full line's return

will take longer.

The Uchibo Line, from Soga down the Tokyo Bay

coast to Awa-Kamogawa, serves the industrial coast

at Ichihara and Kisarazu, the towns of Kimitsu and

Futtsu and the resort coast of Tateyama, and each has

a different dependence on it.

The industrial coast's shift workers, whose plants run

continuously, are the most affected, and JFE Steel's

expected loss of 600,000 tons of production at Chiba

is partly a story of workers who could not reach the

works.

The substitute buses that were to replace the trains

failed for want of buses on the Anegasaki-Kisarazu

stretch, and the driver shortage that caused the failure

will not ease in three months.

The Kominato Railway, suspended in sections with

rails hanging in mid-air, and the Sobu Line's

month-long closure mean the peninsula's interior and

its Pacific coast have also lost their rails.

The severe-disaster designation would raise the state's

share of the railway's repair, but the timeline is set by

the engineering: embankments rebuilt, bridges

inspected, track relaid.

The 2019 typhoon that struck the same peninsula

closed lines for weeks rather than months, and the

difference measures the storm's severity.

Students of the southern towns, whose schools

reopened last week, will travel by bus and car where

buses can be found, and the prefecture's board of

education has been asked to adjust its timetables.

Three months is the horizon; the winter is the season

the peninsula will spend waiting.

SOCIETY

Inbanuma's Emergency Repairs
Are Complete Before the Storm,
and the Lake's Data Guide the
Recovery
By Kenji Fukuda | Real Estate & Urban Development

Emergency repairs at Inbanuma have been completed

in preparation for the approach of Typhoon No. 26,

according to the reports available, closing the breach

that the levee suffered for the first time in the lake's

recorded history.

The completion, a week after the failure, means that

the storm's rain on Wednesday will fall on a closed

embankment rather than an open one, and the flooded

districts around Sakura Station will not receive a

second flood from the same gap.

The water level data collected after the breach, and

the readings during Surige's approach, are being used

as information for recovery decisions, according to

the technology coverage available, the use that the

delayed sensor data last week could not serve.

The emergency closure, with sandbags and sheet

piles, is the first of three stages; a temporary

embankment and then a permanent one follow, over

months.

The flooding around the lake continues until the

water can be drained, and the Tone River's level, fed

by the rain forecast for northern and eastern Japan,

governs how fast the pumps can lower it.

The solar panels that caught fire in the floodwater

remain a hazard, and the electricity and floodwater

rules apply through the drainage.

The review of the lake's monitoring, and of why its

sensor data arrived late, will follow the emergency,

and the data now guiding the recovery are the

review's first exhibit.

For the residents displaced since the breach, the

completed closure is the first step toward return, and

the drainage is the second.

Emergency-assignment personnel and the initial

information-sharing hubs that Yomiuri found

insufficient are the national version of the lake's

lesson: the data must arrive before the decision.

The breach is closed; the water remains; the storm

arrives on Wednesday.

SOCIETY

Three Heavy-Rain Disasters in a
Month: Asahi Reports Warming
and Sea Temperatures as the
Common Factors
By Maya Suzuki | Science & Innovation Desk

Chiba has experienced three heavy-rain disasters in

just over a month since August, and global warming

and sea surface temperatures are cited as common

factors, according to Asahi Shimbun.

The three, as earlier reports described them, are two

periods of heavy rain since August and Typhoon No.

25 a week ago, each falling on ground that had not

recovered from the last, with last week's

warning-level rain on top of the third.

Sea surface temperatures around Japan have risen by

more than a degree over the past century, according

to the meteorological agency's long-term records, and

warmer seas supply more moisture to the fronts and

storms that cross them.

The autumn rain front that stalls over the Pacific

coast draws on that moisture, and a typhoon that

feeds the front, as Surige will this week, is the

mechanism that produced last week's rain.

The argument that Asahi reports is the one that Taro

Suzuki's cartoon on the editorial page takes up:

whether the rain is new or the season is old, and what

follows from the answer.

Whatever the cause, the response is the same: levees

that hold, sensors that report in time, pumps that run

without power and evacuation orders that reach

phones, and the week's failures have been in those.

The prefecture's slopes, saturated by the month's rain,

are the reason the Kanto landslide risk is expected to

worsen with Surige's outer bands, and the reason the

two missing have not been found.



THE JAPAN MORNING POST  |  MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2026  |  ¥350 SOCIETY Page 16

SOCIETY

www.japanmorningpost.com  |  newsdesk@japanmorningpost.com  |  1-2-3 Otemachi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-0004 © 2026 WPM Productions | Page 16 of 22

The severe-disaster designation the government plans

addresses the third disaster's cost; the first two were

absorbed by the prefecture's own budget.

Chiba's growers, whose fields were re-flooded during

the harvest and whose flower fields were washed

away, are the month's economic casualties, and the

rice price's continued decline compounds their loss.

Three disasters, one month and a common factor

cited: the season's argument has reached the front

pages, and the editorial page answers it.

SOCIETY

Week Two: What Chiba Faces
From Monday to Surige's Rain on
Wednesday
By Emi Kondo | Society & Local News Reporter

Chiba's second week after Typhoon No. 25 begins

under rain at times, with the landslide risk expected

to worsen and Surige's outer bands due on

Wednesday as the storm passes south of the

peninsula.

Monday's work is the searches for the two missing,

the restoration of power to the 4,000 households still

without it, and the pumping of the flooded lowlands

around Inbanuma behind the completed emergency

closure.

Tuesday brings the swells on the Pacific coast,

closing the Kujukuri and Boso beaches to surfers and

fishing boats, and the prefecture's warning for the

coast.

Wednesday is the storm's day: rain from the outer

bands on saturated slopes, the Izu Islands' 120

millimetres to the south, and the test of the Inbanuma

closure and the Level 4 warnings on the peninsula's

slopes.

The Mito verdict on Wednesday, in the neighbouring

prefecture, and the Emperor and Empress's visit to

Kumamoto on Tuesday are the week's other dates,

and Chiba's own imperial visit, if one comes, will

follow the recovery.

The severe-disaster designation, promised a week ago

and unmade, is the decision the prefecture waits for,

and the editorial page argues for it today.

The Uchibo Line's three-month horizon for partial

restoration, the cancelled substitute buses and JFE

Steel's 600,000 lost tons are the economic facts of the

week, and the 40 municipalities' damage counts

continue.

Schools reopened last week will decide day by day

on closures as the thunderstorms and the storm arrive.

Asahi's report on warming seas as the common factor

in three disasters since August gives the week its

argument, and the prefecture's residents, in their own

phrase, would rather have the buses.

Monday to Wednesday, rain to storm: the second

week's shape.

SOCIETY

Level 4 Landslide Warning for
Arita, Saga: The Porcelain Town
Under Kyushu's Rain
By Emi Kondo | Society & Local News Reporter

A Level 4 landslide risk warning has been issued for

Arita Town in Saga Prefecture, according to TV

Asahi News, as rain intensifies across the north of

Kyushu.

Level 4 on the five-level alert scale means that

residents of designated hazard zones should evacuate,

and the town's steep valleys, cut by the streams that

once powered its kilns, are the zones the warning

covers.

Arita, the birthplace of Japanese porcelain, has made

ceramics for four centuries since Korean potters

found kaolin in its hills in the early seventeenth

century, and its kilns and warehouses line the narrow

valley where the warning applies.

Fukuoka's map reading, rain and heavy locally with

thunder at 27 and 23, describes the same system, and

the Kumamoto heavy rain warning of the weekend

has produced the season's latest death, a man in his

50s who fell into a river.

Northern Kyushu's rain comes from the front over

western Japan, fed by Surige's moisture as the storm

turns east, and the warning is the front's work rather

than the typhoon's.

Saga's floods of recent summers, including the 2019

and 2021 rains that inundated the Takeo area near

Arita, are the region's recent memory, and the

warning will be read against it.

The town's evacuation centres, in schools and

community halls, are the destination the warning

names, and the elderly residents of the valley's older

houses are the people the prefecture's officials will

check on.

Kyushu's rice harvest, under way on the plains, faces

the delays and drying costs that the reports cite

nationally.

The warning's lifting will depend on the rain's easing,

and the front's movement east with the storm is the

forecast that would bring it.

A porcelain town under a landslide warning: Arita's

valley, which made the town's fortune, is its hazard.

SOCIETY

Level 4 Means Leave: The Alert
Scale Behind Arita's Warning
By Emi Kondo | Society & Local News Reporter

The Level 4 landslide risk warning issued for Arita is

a step on the five-level alert scale that Japan adopted

in 2019 and revised in 2021 to make evacuation

guidance clearer.

Level 1 is early attention; Level 2 is preparation for

evacuation; Level 3 is evacuation of the elderly and

others who need time; Level 4 is evacuation of

everyone in the affected zones; Level 5 means a

disaster is occurring and safety must be secured

where one is.

The 2021 revision merged the former evacuation

advisory and evacuation order into a single Level 4

order, after residents confused the two during the

2019 typhoons.

Landslide risk warnings are issued jointly by the

meteorological agency and the prefecture when soil

moisture and rainfall reach thresholds at which slope

failures become likely, and they trigger the

municipality's Level 4 order for the hazard zones.

Hazard zones are mapped by the prefectures under

the landslide prevention law, and residents can check

whether their homes are in them on the municipal

hazard maps that the week's disasters have made

familiar.

Level 4 in Arita means that residents of the mapped

zones in the town's valley should go to the designated

evacuation centres now, not when the slope moves.

Chiba's landslide warnings, in force on saturated

slopes for a week, are the same mechanism, and the

deaths in the peninsula's debris are the cost of orders

not followed or not reached.

The Kanto region's worsening landslide risk with

Surige's approach will bring further Level 4 orders in

the affected municipalities.

The scale's simplicity is its purpose: one number, one

action.

Level 4 means leave, and Arita's valley has been told.

SOCIETY

A Drowning in Kumamoto's Rain,
and 1,500 Still in Evacuation
Centres Two Months After the
Earthquake
By Naomi Kato | Culture & Society Editor

A man in his 50s fell into a river and died during

heavy rain in Kumamoto, according to the reports

available, in the prefecture where more than 1,500

people remain in evacuation centres two months after

the earthquake of July 28.

The drowning is the season's recurring death: a

person who approaches a swollen river, to check a

field or a boat or a drain, and is taken by water

moving faster than it looks.

The heavy rain warning issued for Kumamoto at the

weekend produced the conditions, and the front over

western Japan, fed by Surige's moisture, keeps them

through today.

The 1,500 people still in evacuation centres two

months after the earthquake describe a recovery

slower than the prefecture hoped, with temporary

housing not yet ready for all who need it and homes

not yet certified as safe.

The Emperor and Empress visit the prefecture

tomorrow, according to Asahi Shimbun, and the

evacuation centres are, on the pattern of imperial

visits after 2016 and 2011, the places they will go.

Two months in a school gymnasium or a community

hall, through the summer's heat, is the condition the

visit will acknowledge, and the prefecture's

temporary housing schedule is the question it will

raise.

The 2016 earthquakes' evacuees numbered in the tens

of thousands at their peak and were housed in

temporary units within months, and the comparison

will be made.

Kumamoto's rain adds to the evacuees' difficulty: the

damaged houses they cannot return to are the houses

most at risk from a swollen river or a saturated slope.

Kumamon, the prefecture's mascot, and the castle's

reconstructed towers were the symbols of the

recovery from 2016; the recovery from July 28 has

not yet found its symbol.

A death in the rain and 1,500 in the halls: the

prefecture the imperial couple visits tomorrow has

two disasters on its hands.

SOCIETY

Tomorrow in Kumamoto: The
Imperial Couple's Visit at the
Two-Month Mark
By Naomi Kato | Culture & Society Editor

The Emperor and Empress visit Kumamoto

tomorrow, according to Asahi Shimbun's report at the

weekend, and the visit falls two months and a day

after the earthquake of July 28 that still keeps more

than 1,500 people in evacuation centres.

Imperial visits to disaster areas follow a pattern set

over decades: the couple travel to the evacuation

centres, kneel to speak with evacuees, meet the

responders and the local officials, and view the

damage from the places where it is worst.

The pattern was set by the present Emperor's parents

after the 1995 Kobe earthquake and followed after

2011 and after the 2016 Kumamoto earthquakes,

when the previous Emperor and Empress visited the

same prefecture.

The visit's timing, at the two-month mark, is a

recognition that the evacuation has become long, and

the prefecture's temporary housing schedule is the

subject the evacuees will raise.

The weather is the visit's complication: the heavy rain

warning in force in the prefecture at the weekend, and

the drowning of a man in a swollen river, are the

conditions under which the couple will travel.

The couple watched women's basketball at the Asian

Games in Aichi last week, and the visit to Kumamoto

turns their public schedule from the Games to the

recovery.

The prefecture's officials will present the recovery's

timeline, and the visit's coverage will give the 1,500

evacuees a national audience they have lacked since

the typhoon season took the headlines.

Chiba's recovery, at the one-week mark, will

eventually expect the same recognition, and the two

prefectures' disasters will share the couple's autumn.

The imperial court's ancient role in praying for

protection from storms and for the harvest, noted on

the culture page, gives the visit a resonance the

schedule does not state.

Two months, 1,500 people and a visit under rain:

Kumamoto's Tuesday.

SOCIETY

Only 40% of Nuclear-Disaster Base
Hospitals Have a Business
Continuity Plan
By Daisuke Ito | Investigations & Longform

The rate of formulation of business continuity plans

among nuclear-disaster base hospitals is 40%,

according to the Akita Sakigake Shimpo, quoting

Kyodo News, which reported that most such hospitals

lacked a plan for a nuclear accident.

Nuclear-disaster base hospitals are designated in

prefectures with nuclear plants to receive and treat

people exposed to radiation in an accident, and a

business continuity plan sets out how a hospital keeps

operating when its staff, power, water and supplies

are disrupted.

A rate of 40% means that six in ten of the hospitals

designated for the country's worst-case accident have

not written down how they would function in it.

The finding arrives in a week in which the

emergency-assignment personnel's accommodation

rate of 75% and the shortage of initial

information-sharing hubs were reported, and the three

describe a preparedness that is designated on paper

and incomplete in practice.

Data sharing during nuclear accidents is also

insufficient, the report found, meaning that the

information a base hospital would need, on the

accident's scale, the plume's direction and the

patients' exposure, has no assured channel.

The Nuclear Regulation Authority's demonstration

with KDDI of sending dose data by smartphone and

satellite link, reported this month, is the kind of

channel the finding calls for.

The 2011 accident at Fukushima Daiichi found

hospitals near the plant evacuating patients without

plans, and the base hospital system was strengthened

in response; the 40% rate shows the strengthening's

limit.

Prefectures with restarted plants, from Kagoshima to

Fukui and Niigata, are the ones whose base hospitals

the finding concerns most directly.

A business continuity plan is a document that costs

staff time to write and test, and hospitals short of both

have put it off.

Forty per cent is the rate; the accident that would test

the other 60% is the one nobody plans to have.

SOCIETY

The Base Hospital System, and
What a Continuity Plan Is For
By Daisuke Ito | Investigations & Longform

The finding that only 40% of nuclear-disaster base

hospitals have a business continuity plan concerns a

system built after 2011 to treat the victims of an

accident that the country has had once.

Base hospitals are designated by prefectures with

nuclear plants, under the Nuclear Regulation

Authority's guidelines, to receive people exposed to

radiation, to decontaminate and treat them, and to

co-ordinate the region's other hospitals in an accident.

A business continuity plan sets out how the hospital

keeps operating when the accident disrupts it: which

staff report, how power and water are maintained,

how patients are prioritised, and how the hospital

communicates when ordinary channels fail.

Without a plan, a hospital's response depends on

improvisation, which is what the Fukushima accident

produced in 2011, when hospitals near the plant

evacuated patients without preparation and some

patients died in the evacuation.

The plans are also required for the hospital's ordinary

disasters, earthquakes and typhoons, and a base

hospital without one is unprepared for both.

The data-sharing gap the report identifies is the plan's

companion: a hospital cannot prioritise patients

without knowing the accident's scale and the

exposure they received.

The Nuclear Regulation Authority and KDDI's

demonstration of dose data sent by smartphone and

satellite link is a channel that would fill part of the

gap.

Prefectures with restarted plants have the most base

hospitals to check, and the finding will prompt the

authority to ask each for its plan.

The typhoon week's other preparedness findings, on

emergency-assignment personnel and information

hubs, describe the same pattern: designation

complete, preparation partial.

A plan is a document that a hospital writes before it

needs it; 60% have not.

SPORTS

The Storm in Numbers
Compiled by the Society Desk

945 hPa: central pressure.

50 m/s: sustained winds.

70 m/s: gusts.

15-20 km/h: speed, ENE.

7 m: waves in Okinawa.

4 m: Amami and Hokkaido.

3 m: Tohoku.

120 mm: Izu Islands, 24 h.

100 mm: Hokkaido, 24 h.

Oct. 3: near the Kurils.
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Today's Professional Puzzle — Constructed by James O'Neill — 82 Words
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Solution will appear in tomorrow's edition. Puzzle difficulty: Professional.

ACROSS

4. Prefecture of the Level 4 warning (4)
6. Railway group whose company was hit by ransomware (4)
9. Six of these satellites in development (6)
11. Asteroid where MINERVA-II hopped in 2018 (5)
14. He and the Empress visit Kumamoto tomorrow (7)
15. Asahi reports it is cited as a common factor in Chiba's disasters (7)
17. Cloudy then fair on today's map, with the typhoon nearby (4)
18. What the cartoon's two men are filling (8)
19. Kitaguchi's event (7)
23. Supermoon total lunar one, September 28, 2015 (7)
24. Lake whose emergency repairs are complete (8)
27. The sumo champion and the Women's Open winner, this morning
   (7)
31. They beat Yakult 11-0 (6)
32. Two months of it, now with a price tag (5)
35. Home of the world's first hotel school, founded 1893 (8)
37. Stratospheric platform, backup for the Daito islands (4)
38. Its retail average keeps falling (4)
39. Yuna ___, first LPGA win (9)
43. Javelin silver for the Olympic champion (9)
44. Cabinet approval, per Mainichi (two words) (9)
46. Teruki ___, Boat Race Young Derby winner (10)
47. The alert that means everyone in the zone should leave (two
   words) (9)
49. Rainy venue of the baseball final (9)
52. What the mould produced (10)
54. Business continuity plan, in three letters (3)
56. Aiko ___, whose gymnastics gold stands (8)
58. Paper whose front page has the hotel school and the truce's price
   (5)
60. Voters who rejected strict neutrality (5)
62. Tenshin ___, beaten twice (8)
66. English base near which five were arrested (8)
67. Yuki ___, 15-chain e-sports win (8)
69. Five of the dead were in this prefecture (8)
70. Prefecture where a 17-year-old was arrested (8)
72. A serious AI one must now be shared, under the agreement (8)
74. 'It depends on ___': Iran's foreign minister (5)
75. The satellites' link: lasers, not radio (7)
76. Metres of wave expected in Okinawa (5)
77. Information ___: the AI clause (7)
78. Porcelain town in Saga under a Level 4 landslide warning (5)

DOWN

1. Exclusive economic zone, in three letters (3)
2. South ___ beat Japan 3-1 in the final (5)
3. Canyon route opening to the public this week (6)
4. It is new, per the caption; the season is old (6)
5. '___ and forecasts': the crate's label (5)
7. The sign beside the drain (7)
8. Ten of them in Fukube's race (7)
10. Paper with the CMC corruption editorial and the Chinese-car
   report (6)
12. Riki ___, arrested in the Ota murder (6)
13. They reach the Pacific side of Honshu on the 29th and 30th (6)
16. The spacecraft that carried the rovers (8)
18. Chinese spacecraft of the 2008 spacewalk (8)
20. Islands facing 120 mm of rain in 24 hours (3)
21. Cuts of it worth about 4.7 trillion yen (6)
22. Kurihara's chain (7)
25. Hitomi ___, hurdles silver (8)
26. Paper whose poll puts approval at 45% (8)
28. The principle Switzerland kept as a practice (10)
29. It demanded the vessel stop (two words) (10)
30. Rapid, for new Chinese cars, per Sankei (12)
33. Where the Prime Minister spent Sunday (9)
34. The correct sport of Hasegawa and Nagahara's golds (13)
36. Nuclear-disaster base ones: 40% have a plan (9)
40. Leading from the first day (three words) (10)
41. State of her championship (8)
42. ___ temperatures: the other common factor (two words) (10)
44. He noticed the mould on September 28, 1928 (7)
45. City with a mayoral election and a murder investigation (8)
48. Line whose partial restoration will take three months (6)
50. The one-week toll from Typhoon No. 25 (8)
51. Former Yokohama mayor running to replace himself (8)
53. Island off which a Chinese survey vessel was found (8)
55. What has reached China's military commission (5)
56. Camping brand with a new base at Mount Akagi (two words) (8)
57. The route's other name, from the hot-spring town (7)
59. Direct connection that drew attention under the typhoon (8)
61. Remote data acquisition would require one (7)
63. Where a man in his 50s drowned, and 1,500 remain in centres (8)
64. 4.7 of them, in yen (8)
65. The meteorological one in the cartoon's window (7)
68. Shut out by the Giants (6)
71. Kurobe's, 186 metres and the country's tallest (3)
73. At 156 as markets reopen (3)

SPORTS

Silver in the Rain: Japan Loses the
Asian Games Baseball Final 1-3 to
South Korea at Toyohashi
The corporate-league squad reached the final and met the
professionals; on the track, Mako Fukube won the 100 metres
hurdles with Hitomi Nakajima second, Haruka Kitaguchi took
silver in the javelin, and Yuna Nishimura won on the LPGA Tour
By Oliver Brooks | Japan Sports Desk Editor

Japan lost the Asian Games baseball final 1-3 to

South Korea on Sunday, missing out on the gold,

according to Mainichi Shimbun, in a game played in

the rain at Toyohashi.

The result gives the corporate-league squad a silver

medal, the best a Japanese amateur side has managed

against South Korea's professionals at the Games in a

generation, and it leaves the gold that Japan last won

at Hiroshima in 1994 with the Koreans for a fifth

consecutive Games.

The single run, and the pitching that held South

Korea to three, were not detailed in the reports

available, and the rain at Toyohashi, on a day when

the map showed Nagoya cloudy then rain, was the

final's other opponent.

South Korea's professionals, released by their league

for the Games, have won the tournament at every

Games since 2010, and their presence in the final was

the measure Japan's squad had set itself.

On the track at Paloma Mizuho Stadium, Mako

Fukube won the women's 100 metres hurdles gold

and Hitomi Nakajima the silver, according to Kyodo

News, a one-two in the event Fukube has made her

own.

Haruka Kitaguchi, the Paris Olympic champion, won

silver in the women's javelin, according to the reports

available, and the thrower who took the gold was not

named in them.

Rachid Muratake competed in the men's 110 metres

hurdles, with the event's result carried over in the

reports from Sunday, and Yamashita's men's

marathon gold is described as a tournament record,

though the time was not given.

Yuna Nishimura won the Arkansas Championship for

her first victory on the American LPGA Tour,

according to Sankei News, holding the lead from the

first day.

Yuki Kurihara achieved a masterful 15-chain victory

in e-sports, and Teruki Miyanohara won the Boat

Race Young Derby, according to the reports

available.

In professional baseball the Giants beat Yakult 11-0

with a batting order that connected from top to

bottom, and in the ring Taku Inoue defeated Tenshin

Nasukawa again, on a card in which the interim

champion Matsumoto, Tsuboi and others lost.

The gold medals won by Hasegawa and Nagahara on

Saturday, listed under skiing in Sunday's wire

summary, were in skateboarding, according to the

continuing reports, a correction carried on this page.

The Aki Basho's final day and the Japan Women's

Open's final round were played on Sunday, and their

results were not included in the reports available to

this edition; the wire summary describes both as

under way, which was Saturday's state.

Silver in baseball, gold and silver in the hurdles,

silver in the javelin and a first American win in golf:

a Sunday that the rain at Toyohashi could not spoil.

The Games' final week opens today with the medal

table decided more by Sunday's track than by

Sunday's diamond.

SPORTS

Amateurs Against Professionals:
Japan's Asian Games Baseball Since
1994
By Oliver Brooks | Japan Sports Desk Editor

Japan's 1-3 defeat by South Korea in the Asian

Games final at Toyohashi continues a rivalry whose

terms were set by a decision made three decades ago.

Japan won the Games' first baseball gold at

Hiroshima in 1994 with a team of corporate-league

amateurs, and it has sent amateurs to every Games

since, on the principle that the professional season

should not be interrupted.

South Korea took the opposite decision, releasing its

professionals for the Games and using the tournament

to earn its players exemption from military service,

and its professionals have won the gold at every

Games since 2010.

The result is a tournament in which Japan's best

amateurs meet South Korea's professionals, and

Sunday's silver, the closest Japan has come in that

structure, is a measure of the corporate leagues'

quality.

The corporate leagues, the company teams that have

sustained Japanese amateur baseball since the 1920s,

supply the professionals' draft each autumn, and the

Games squad's players will be watched by the scouts

who fill it.

The one run at Toyohashi, in the rain, and the

pitching that held the Korean professionals to three,

were not detailed in the reports available, and the box

score will follow.

The professionals' own weekend, with the Giants'

11-0 win over Yakult, ran alongside the final, and the

two levels of the game shared the day.

Chinese Taipei, whom Japan played in the Super

Round, and South Korea are the region's baseball

powers, and the Games' medals rotate among the

three.

Whether Japan should send professionals to the

Games is a question the silver will reopen, and the

professional league's calendar is the obstacle it has

always been.

Silver against the professionals: the amateurs' best

result in the structure Japan chose.

SPORTS

Fukube Gold, Nakajima Silver:
Japan's One-Two in the 100 Metres
Hurdles
By Haruto Yamamoto | Sports Reporter

Mako Fukube won the gold medal in the women's

100 metres hurdles and Hitomi Nakajima the silver,

according to Kyodo News, a Japanese one-two in the

Games' sprint hurdles.

Fukube, the national record holder, has been the

event's leading Japanese athlete for several seasons,

and a home Games gold is the title her career had

lacked.

Nakajima's silver confirms the depth that Japanese

women's hurdling has built, with several athletes

under 13 seconds and the national record pushed

steadily downward.

The times were not included in the reports available,

and the wet evening at Paloma Mizuho Stadium,

under the map's cloud and rain, will have kept them

off the record books.

The women's sprint hurdles have become one of

Japan's strongest track events, alongside the men's

110 metres hurdles in which Rachid Muratake and

Shunsuke Izumiya compete, and the two events' rise

has come through the same coaching lineage.

Fukube's technique over the ten barriers, quick and

low, is the model that the country's younger hurdlers

copy, and her gold before a home crowd will be

replayed in every school programme.

The medal is Japan's first athletics gold on the

women's side at these Games, and it joins

Yamashita's marathon and the men's field to the tally.

Haruka Kitaguchi's silver in the javelin on the same

evening gave the women's programme two medals in

a night.

The Asian Games have historically been dominated

in the women's hurdles by Chinese athletes, and a

Japanese one-two marks a change of order in the

region.

Two hurdlers, two medals and a home stadium: the

evening the women's programme had been waiting

for.

SPORTS

Under Thirteen Seconds: How
Japan's Women's Hurdlers Reached
the Front
By Haruto Yamamoto | Sports Reporter

Mako Fukube's gold and Hitomi Nakajima's silver in

the 100 metres hurdles crown a rise that has taken

Japanese women's hurdling from the continental

second tier to its front in a decade.

The national record, pushed below 12.8 seconds in

recent seasons, was above 13 for most of the event's

history in Japan, and the barrier of 13 seconds, once

the mark of a national champion, is now the entry

standard for the national final.

The rise came through coaching that refined the

technique over the ten barriers, through the corporate

teams and universities that support the athletes, and

through a generation that grew up watching the men's

hurdlers' own rise.

Fukube, the record holder, and Nakajima are the

leading pair, and several others have run under 13,

giving the country the depth that produces a one-two

at a home Games.

The men's 110 metres hurdles, in which Rachid

Muratake and Shunsuke Izumiya compete, rose on

the same lineage, with the national record at the edge

of 13 seconds and an Olympic final in Paris.

The Asian Games' women's hurdles have been

dominated by Chinese athletes for most of the event's

history, and a Japanese one-two marks the region's

change of order.

Fukube's time in the final was not included in the

reports available, and the wet evening at Paloma

Mizuho Stadium will have kept it off the record

books.

The world championships next year, and the
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Olympics after them, are the next tests, and the

Games gold gives Fukube the standing she had

lacked at the top level.

Haruka Kitaguchi's silver in the javelin on the same

evening gave the women's programme two medals in

a night, its best of the Games.

Ten barriers and a decade of work: the women's

hurdles are a Japanese event now.

SPORTS

Kitaguchi Takes Silver in the
Javelin; the Olympic Champion
Beaten at Home
By Haruto Yamamoto | Sports Reporter

Haruka Kitaguchi, the Paris Olympic champion, won

the silver medal in the women's javelin at the Asian

Games, according to the reports available, which did

not name the gold medallist or give the distances.

Silver for the Olympic champion is a result that the

home crowd will regard as a disappointment and the

sport as an ordinary hazard of a technical event in wet

conditions.

Kitaguchi, the world champion of 2023 and Olympic

champion of 2024, competes in an event in which a

single throw decides, and the runway at Paloma

Mizuho Stadium, under the weekend's rain, was not

the surface for her best.

Her training base in the Czech Republic and her run

of championship titles had made her the Games'

surest Japanese gold in the field, and the silver shows

how narrow the margins are.

The gold medallist, whose identity was not included

in the reports, will have thrown beyond Kitaguchi on

the day, and the two will meet again at the world

championships.

Kitaguchi's popularity, built on her cheerful public

manner as much as her throwing, means that her

silver will be reported with sympathy rather than

criticism.

The women's javelin has been a Japanese strength for

a decade, with several throwers over 60 metres, and

the depth behind Kitaguchi was not tested in the

reports available.

The evening's other medals, Fukube's gold and

Nakajima's silver in the hurdles, gave the women's

programme its best night of the Games.

Kitaguchi's qualifying on Saturday, unreported at the

time, evidently produced the final place from which

she threw for silver.

An Olympic champion's silver is the Games'

reminder that a title is a day's result, and the day at

Aichi was someone else's.

SPORTS

Muratake in the 110 Metres
Hurdles: The Event Whose Result
the Wires Carried Over
By Haruto Yamamoto | Sports Reporter

Rachid Muratake competed in the men's 110 metres

hurdles at the Asian Games, according to the reports

available, which carried the event's coverage over

from Sunday without giving the result.

The event, in which Muratake and Shunsuke Izumiya

have led Japan's rise to the world's second tier behind

the American and European specialists, was the men's

sprint hurdles' turn after the women's one-two on the

same evening.

Muratake's national record, set last season, placed the

event's Japanese mark at the edge of 13 seconds, and

a home Games gold was the target the two hurdlers

had set.

Whether Sunday's competition was a round or the

final, and where the two finished, were not included

in the reports, and the result will be published when

confirmed.

The wet evening at Paloma Mizuho Stadium, under

the map's cloud and rain, will have affected the

hurdlers' times as it affected the women's.

The men's and women's sprint hurdles have risen in

Japan through the same coaching lineage, and the

evening's two events were the lineage's showcase.

China, whose hurdlers have dominated the Asian

Games event for two decades, is the opposition the

Japanese pair has measured itself against.

The Games' athletics programme continues this week

with the relays and the remaining field finals, and the

hurdlers' result will settle the track's Japanese tally.

Mako Fukube's gold and Hitomi Nakajima's silver,

confirmed by Kyodo, are the evening's certain results;

the men's remains awaited.

Ten barriers, two Japanese hurdlers and a result still

in the wires: the men's event, as reported.

SPORTS

Yuna Nishimura Wins the Arkansas
Championship: A First LPGA Tour
Victory, Wire to Wire
By Oliver Brooks | Japan Sports Desk Editor

Yuna Nishimura won the Arkansas Championship for

her first victory on the American LPGA Tour,

according to Sankei News, holding the lead from the

first day.

A wire-to-wire win, leading after every round, is the

most complete way to win a tournament, and it

describes a player in control of her game for three

days.

Nishimura, who moved to the American tour after

winning on the Japanese circuit, joins the group of

Japanese women who have won in the United States

in the past decade, a group whose success has made

the LPGA the destination for the domestic tour's best.

The Arkansas Championship, played in the American

south in late September, is a regular stop on the tour's

autumn schedule, and its winner earns the standing

that a first title confers.

The win arrives on the weekend of the Japan

Women's Open, the domestic tour's oldest major,

whose final round was played on Sunday and whose

result was not included in the reports available.

Japanese women's golf has risen to the top of the

world in the past decade, and the American tour's

fields now include a Japanese contingent that wins

regularly.

Nishimura's margin and her final score were not

included in the report, and the tour's own records will

carry them.

For the domestic tour, each American win by one of

its graduates is both an advertisement and a loss,

since the winners rarely return full-time.

The win will be reported in the Monday sports pages

beside the Games' medals, and the two describe a

weekend in which Japanese women's sport did its

best work.

Three days in front and a first title: Nishimura's

American career has its foundation.

SPORTS

The Japanese Wave on the LPGA
Tour: Nishimura Joins the Winners
By Oliver Brooks | Japan Sports Desk Editor

Yuna Nishimura's wire-to-wire win at the Arkansas

Championship, her first on the American LPGA

Tour, adds a name to a list that has grown every

season for a decade.

Japanese women have won on the American tour

with increasing frequency since the mid-2010s, and

the tour's fields now include a contingent that

contends most weeks, led by major champions and

Olympic medallists.

The wave began with the domestic tour's rise in

quality, which produced players who could compete

abroad, and with the pathway that the tour's

qualifying school and its sponsors opened.

Nishimura, who won on the Japanese tour before

moving to the United States, followed the pathway,

and her wire-to-wire win is the kind that establishes a

player rather than merely rewarding her.

The domestic tour's response has been mixed: each

American winner is an advertisement for the tour that

produced her and a loss to its fields, since the winners

rarely return full-time.

The Japan Women's Open, the domestic tour's oldest

major, concluded on Sunday, and its winner, not yet

in the reports available, will be measured against the

American results.

Golf's television audience in Japan, large for the

women's game, follows the American tour's Japanese

players through the night, and Nishimura's final

round will have been watched at dawn.

The Arkansas Championship's field, and Nishimura's

winning margin, were not included in the report, and

the tour's own records carry them.

The men's game, whose Japanese players have won

majors and Olympic medals, has a smaller American

contingent, and the women's wave is the larger story.

A first win, wire to wire, in a wave that keeps rising:

Nishimura's American career has its foundation.

SPORTS

Giants 11, Yakult 0: A Batting
Order That Connected From Top to
Bottom
By Haruto Yamamoto | Sports Reporter

The Giants beat Yakult 11-0 on Sunday, according to

the reports available, with a batting line-up that

connected well through the order.

An eleven-run shutout in the season's final week is

the kind of result that decides a Climax Series race,

and the Giants' pursuit of a Central League

post-season place gains from it.

The scorers and the pitcher who threw the shutout

were not detailed in the report, and the box score will

be carried when the wires supply it.

Murakami's two home runs off Sugano on Saturday,

reported at the weekend, preceded the Sunday rout,

and the Giants' offence has produced the week's

loudest results.

Yakult, out of the race, fielded the line-up of a team

playing out the season, and the Giants' hitters took the

opportunity.

The Central League's Climax Series places, with the

Pacific League already decided in SoftBank's favour,

will be settled in the coming days.

The corporate-league squad's silver at the Asian

Games, won on the same afternoon, is the other side

of Japanese baseball's weekend: the professionals at

home and the amateurs in the final.

The Giants' Tokyo Dome crowds, the league's largest,

will follow the race into its final games this week.

The season's home run totals, which Murakami's two

on Saturday added to, have been the league's story

since the spring.

Eleven to nothing in September: the Giants' statement

in the race.

SPORTS

Inoue Beats Nasukawa Again, and
the Interim Champion Matsumoto
and Tsuboi Lose on the Same Card
By Oliver Brooks | Japan Sports Desk Editor

Taku Inoue defeated Tenshin Nasukawa again,

according to the reports available, in a martial arts

card on which the interim champion Matsumoto,

Tsuboi and others suffered defeats.

A second victory over Nasukawa, the kickboxing star

who moved to boxing, settles a rivalry that the first

meeting opened, and it confirms Inoue's standing in a

weight class that the Inoue name has dominated.

The card's results, with an interim champion beaten

and other ranked fighters losing, describe an evening

that reordered the division.

The venue, the round and the manner of Inoue's win

were not included in the reports available, and the

wire's spelling of his given name is carried as given.

Nasukawa's transition from kickboxing, where he

was unbeaten, to boxing has been the sport's biggest

domestic draw, and each of his defeats is a headline

in a way that most fighters' wins are not.

Japanese boxing's rise in the lower weight classes, led

by Naoya Inoue's undisputed titles, has made the

country the sport's centre for those divisions, and the

card's results feed the pipeline.

Matsumoto's loss of the interim title, and Tsuboi's

defeat, will produce mandatory challenges and

rematches that the promoters will schedule for the

winter.

The weekend's other combat sport, the Asian Games'

karate and judo, competes for the same audience, and

the Games' final week overlaps with the boxing

calendar.

Television ratings for Nasukawa's fights have been

among the highest in Japanese sport, and Sunday's

will have been no exception.

Twice beaten by the same man: Nasukawa's boxing

story has found its antagonist.

SPORTS

A 15-Chain Masterclass in E-Sports,
and Miyanohara Wins the Boat
Race Young Derby
By Haruto Yamamoto | Sports Reporter

Yuki Kurihara achieved a masterful victory with a

15-chain combination in e-sports, and Teruki

Miyanohara won the Boat Race Young Derby,

according to the reports available.

A 15-chain in a chain-reaction puzzle game is the

kind of sequence that decides a match outright, and

the wire summary's description of the win as

dominant suggests it did.

Kurihara's win, reported at the weekend under a title

the summary did not explain, is one of the results that

Japanese e-sports has produced as the discipline

moves from arcades to arenas with prize money.

The Asian Games' inclusion of e-sports at Hangzhou

in 2023 gave the discipline a continental stage, and

the Aichi Games' programme continues it.

The Boat Race Young Derby is the motorboat racing

circuit's championship for its younger racers, and

Miyanohara's win places him among the sport's rising

names.

Kyotei, motorboat racing on the country's 24 courses,

is one of the four public gambling sports, and its

derby-class races carry prize money and status within

a sport that draws billions of yen in wagers.

The two results describe the breadth of the weekend's

sport: a puzzle game's chain reaction and a

motorboat's line to the turn, both reported beside the

Games' medals.

Neither the e-sports title nor the boat race venue was

included in the reports available, and the sports' own

records carry them.

E-sports' recognition as a sport remains debated in

Japan, and Kurihara's chain is the kind of result that

the discipline's advocates cite.

Fifteen chains and a Young Derby: the weekend's

results from two sports the Games' medal table does

not count.

SPORTS

The Young Derby: What
Miyanohara Won, and How
Motorboat Racing Works
By Haruto Yamamoto | Sports Reporter

Teruki Miyanohara's victory in the Boat Race Young

Derby, reported this morning, is a title in a sport that

most of the country wagers on and few outside it

follow.

Motorboat racing, kyotei, was established by law in

1951 as one of the public gambling sports, alongside

horse, bicycle and motorcycle racing, and its

proceeds fund local governments and the sport's own

foundation.

Races are run over three laps of a 600-metre course

by six boats with identical hulls and engines, and the

racer's skill lies in the start, timed to a running clock,

and in the turns at the two buoys.

The Young Derby, established in 2014 as a premier

race for younger racers, brings the circuit's rising

names together each September, and its winner earns

the standing that leads to the sport's grade-one races.

The sport's 24 courses, from Kiryu in Gunma to

Omura in Nagasaki, run through the year, and its

wagers, taken at the courses and online, amount to

trillions of yen annually.

Racers train at a single national school, race into their

60s and beyond, and include a women's division

whose stars have become the sport's public face.

Miyanohara's win, whose venue and margin were not

included in the reports available, places him among

the racers the circuit expects to see in its major finals.

The sport shares the weekend's pages with Yuki

Kurihara's 15-chain e-sports win, a pairing of two

disciplines that the Games' medal table does not

count.

Typhoon week suspends racing at the coastal courses

as the seas rise, and the circuit's schedule, like the

ferries', waits on the storm.

Six boats, three laps and a clock: the Young Derby's

winner has mastered the start.
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Correction: Hasegawa and
Nagahara's Golds Were in
Skateboarding, Not Skiing
By Oliver Brooks | Japan Sports Desk Editor

The gold medals won by Hasegawa and Nagahara on

Saturday, which Sunday's edition reported as listed

under skiing in the wire summary, were in

skateboarding, according to the continuing reports.

Sunday's edition carried the result as the wire gave it,

with a note that the discipline was not specified;

today's summary places the two golds in

skateboarding, and the correction is made here and in

the corrections box.

Skateboarding, an Olympic sport since Tokyo in

2021, is contested at the Asian Games in street and

park events, and Japan's skaters have dominated the

sport's international competition since its Olympic

debut.

Two golds on one day, for Hasegawa and Nagahara,

continue the run that produced Japanese Olympic

champions in both men's and women's street and park

events.

The skaters' given names and the events in which

they won were not included in the reports available,

and the skateboarding federation's results will carry

them.

Japan's skateboarding strength comes from a

generation that grew up in the sport's parks and

competitions in the 2010s, and its teenage champions

have become the Games' youngest gold medallists.

The Aichi Games' skateboarding venue, and the

crowd that a home competition draws for the sport,

gave the two golds an audience that the sport rarely

had a decade ago.

The wire's mistranscription of skateboarding as skiing

is the kind of error that a one-line summary produces,

and the correction is made with the edition's apology

for carrying it.

The medal table's skateboarding entries join

gymnastics, swimming, table tennis and athletics in

Japan's tally.

Two golds, correctly attributed: Japan's skaters did on

Saturday what they have done since Tokyo.

SPORTS

The Aki Basho's Champion and the
Women's Open's Winner: Sunday's
Results Not Yet in the Wires
By Haruto Yamamoto | Sports Reporter

The Aki Basho's final day and the Japan Women's

Open's final round were played on Sunday, and their

results were not included in the reports available to

this edition, which describe both as still under way.

The sumo tournament's final day at the Ryogoku

Kokugikan, with Onosato in the battle for the lead,

decided the Emperor's Cup on Sunday afternoon, and

the champion's name will be published when the

wires supply it.

The Women's Open's final round, the domestic tour's

oldest major, produced its national champion on

Sunday, and the winner, likewise, awaits

confirmation.

The reports' description of both as under way is

Saturday's state carried into Monday's summary, and

the edition reports what it can confirm rather than

what it can assume.

Yuna Nishimura's LPGA win at the Arkansas

Championship is the golf result the reports do

confirm, and it is reported on this page.

The Kyushu Basho in November is the next

tournament, and Sunday's champion carries the title

there whoever he is.

The race walks in Nagoya on Sunday, the men's and

women's marathon events around the civic centre,

were also not reported in the accounts available, and

the results will be published when confirmed.

The football semi-finals, following Saturday's

quarter-final against North Korea whose result was

not reported either, are the Games' remaining

team-sport story.

The sports desk's practice, restated here, is to publish

results when the wires carry them and to say so when

they do not.

Two champions crowned on Sunday, and their names

awaited on Monday: the wires, not the results, are

late.

SPORTS

The Final Week Begins: Athletics,
Football's Semi-Finals and the
Remaining Medals
By Oliver Brooks | Japan Sports Desk Editor

The Aichi-Nagoya Asian Games enter their final

week today, with the closing ceremony on October 4

and the medal table's last chapter to be written on the

track, the pitch and in the arenas.

Athletics continues at Paloma Mizuho Stadium with

the men's 110 metres hurdles, in which Muratake and

Izumiya have competed through the rounds, the

relays and the remaining field finals.

Football's semi-finals follow the quarter-finals, and

Japan's place in them depends on Saturday's result

against North Korea, which the reports available did

not carry.

Table tennis decides its singles and doubles medals,

with the men's team champions seeking individual

titles, and diving, archery and the combat sports fill

the remaining days.

Surige's passage along the south of Japan through

Wednesday, with rain at times across the main

islands on today's map, is the week's weather risk for

outdoor events, and the organisers' contingency plans

may be tested.

The baseball silver, the hurdles one-two and

Kitaguchi's silver have set the weekend's tone, and

the week's medals will decide whether Japan finishes

second or third in the table behind China.

The Asian Para Games follow in October, and the

death last week of Hirokazu Ueyonahara, the Beijing

Paralympic medallist, will be remembered at them.

The domestic calendar competes for attention to the

end: the Climax Series approaches, the Kyushu

Basho follows in November, and the boxing card that

Inoue won on Sunday feeds the winter's schedule.

The Emperor and Empress, who watched women's

basketball at the Games, visit Kumamoto tomorrow

rather than Aichi.

One week, a closing ceremony and a table not yet

fixed: the Games' last chapter opens under rain.

SPORTS

Today's Sport: Monday, September
28
By Oliver Brooks | Japan Sports Desk Editor

Evening: athletics at Paloma Mizuho Stadium; the

110m hurdles rounds continue; field finals.

Day: table tennis singles and doubles; diving;

archery.

Day: football semi-final preparations; opponents

depend on Saturday's quarter-finals.

Day: professional baseball in both leagues; the

Central League's Climax Series race.

Note: the Aki Basho concluded on Sunday; the

champion will be reported when confirmed.

Note: the Japan Women's Open concluded on

Sunday; the winner will be reported when confirmed.

Weather: Nagoya rain at times and cloud, 26 and 21;

Tokyo rain at times, 24 and 21; thunderstorms

possible in Kanto.

Surige: swells on the Pacific coast from Tuesday;

outdoor events under contingency plans.

Tuesday: the Emperor and Empress in Kumamoto.

October 4: the closing ceremony.

SPORTS

Scoreboard and Fixtures
Compiled by the Sports Desk

ASIAN GAMES — BASEBALL FINAL (Sept. 27,

Toyohashi): South Korea 3, Japan 1. Silver for Japan

(Mainichi).

ASIAN GAMES — WOMEN'S 100m HURDLES:

Gold, Mako Fukube; silver, Hitomi Nakajima

(Kyodo). Times not reported.

ASIAN GAMES — WOMEN'S JAVELIN: Silver,

Haruka Kitaguchi. Gold medallist and distances not

reported.

ASIAN GAMES — MEN'S 110m HURDLES:

Rachid Muratake competed; result carried over from

Sunday's reports.

ASIAN GAMES — SKATEBOARDING (Sept. 26):

Golds for Hasegawa and Nagahara (corrected from

'skiing').

GOLF — LPGA ARKANSAS CHAMPIONSHIP:

Yuna Nishimura wins, wire to wire; first U.S. tour

victory (Sankei).

NPB (Sept. 27): Giants 11, Yakult 0.

BOXING/MARTIAL ARTS: Taku Inoue beat

Tenshin Nasukawa again; interim champion

Matsumoto and Tsuboi lost.

E-SPORTS: Yuki Kurihara, 15-chain victory. BOAT

RACE: Teruki Miyanohara wins the Young Derby.

AWAITED: Aki Basho champion; Japan Women's

Open winner; race walks; football QF v North Korea.

CULTURE

The Monday Papers' Sport: A
Silver, a One-Two and a Champion
Not Yet Named
By Naomi Kato | Culture & Society Editor

Monday's sports pages, on the reports available, carry

a silver medal won in the rain, a one-two on the track,

an Olympic champion beaten at home, and two

results that the wires have not yet delivered.

The baseball final at Toyohashi, lost 1-3 to South

Korea, is the lead in Mainichi, and the

corporate-league squad's silver is reported as a

near-miss rather than a failure.

Kyodo's account of Mako Fukube's gold and Hitomi

Nakajima's silver in the 100 metres hurdles gives the

women's programme its best night, and Haruka

Kitaguchi's silver in the javelin is reported with

sympathy.

Sankei carries Yuna Nishimura's wire-to-wire win at

the Arkansas Championship, her first on the LPGA

Tour, and the boxing card on which Taku Inoue beat

Tenshin Nasukawa again.

The Aki Basho's champion and the Japan Women's

Open's winner, both decided on Sunday, are not in

the reports available, and the sports desk publishes

the absence rather than a guess.

The Giants' 11-0 win over Yakult is the professional

game's contribution, and Yuki Kurihara's 15-chain

e-sports win and Teruki Miyanohara's Young Derby

are the weekend's smaller headlines.

The skateboarding golds of Hasegawa and Nagahara,

corrected from the wire's skiing, are noted in the

corrections box and on the sports page.

Television's Monday morning replays the hurdles

final and the final's decisive innings, and the

evening's programmes will carry the sumo

champion's first interview when the wires supply the

name.

The Games' final week begins with the medal table's

Japanese share settled more by the track than by the

diamond.

A silver, a one-two, a beaten champion and two

names awaited: Monday's sport, as printed.

CULTURE

The Season in the Language: Why
the Autumn Rain Front Has a Name
By Naomi Kato | Culture & Society Editor

Taro Suzuki's cartoon this morning writes the autumn

rain front in its Japanese characters beneath the word

for typhoon, and the editorial page's argument that

the season is old rests partly on the fact that the

language has named it.

The autumn rain front, the boundary between the

summer's Pacific air and the autumn's continental air

that stalls over the archipelago in September and

October, has a name because it comes every year, and

the name is older than meteorology.

The rainy season of June, the typhoon months of late

summer and the autumn front are the calendar's three

wet seasons, and the cartoon's wheel of cycles turns

through them as the farmers' almanacs did.

The seasonal words of Japanese poetry include the

typhoon and the autumn rains, and the classical

anthologies record storms that the meteorological

archive, which begins in the 1870s, does not.

The cartoon's shelf of wet years, from 1938 to 2021,

is the archive's version of the same record, and the

editorial page argues that the shelf and the scientists'

data are the same record read at different lengths.

The language has also named the season's new

features: the linear rain bands that produce the

localised downpours of recent years entered the

vocabulary in the 2010s, and the meteorological

agency now forecasts them by name.

The cartoonist's flags, a double typhoon in June,

Dujuan, Surige, are the season's roll in the year's own

words, and the roll will be longer by October.

The Emperor and Empress's visit to Kumamoto

tomorrow, and the imperial court's ancient role in

praying for the harvest's protection from storms,

connect the season's oldest observance to its newest

news.

A name for a front is a culture's admission that the

weather repeats, and the sermon, in the cartoon's

word, is the admission that it is repeating differently.

The season is in the language; the argument is about

what the language will need to add.

CULTURE

Arita: Four Centuries of Porcelain
in a Valley Now Under Warning
By Naomi Kato | Culture & Society Editor

Arita, the Saga town under a Level 4 landslide

warning this morning, is the birthplace of Japanese

porcelain, and its valley's geography explains both its

fortune and its hazard.

In the early seventeenth century, potters brought from

Korea found kaolin, the white clay that porcelain

requires, in the hills at Izumiyama, and the kilns that

followed made Arita the first place in Japan to

produce porcelain.

The wares, shipped from the nearby port of Imari and

known abroad by that name, reached Europe through

the Dutch trade in the seventeenth and eighteenth

centuries and shaped the taste of courts from Dresden

to Versailles.

The town's kilns, workshops and merchants' houses

line a narrow valley whose streams once powered the

clay mills, and the valley's steep sides are the hazard

zones the warning covers.

Arita's ceramic fair each spring draws hundreds of

thousands of visitors, and the town's economy

remains the porcelain that its 400th anniversary in

2016 celebrated.

The warning arrives at the start of the autumn firing

season, and the kilns' fuel and clay stores are among

the assets the town will protect.

Saga's floods of 2019 and 2021, which inundated the

Takeo area near Arita, are the recent memory against

which the warning is read.

The Kyushu rain that produced the warning comes

from the front fed by Surige's moisture, and its easing

depends on the storm's movement east.

The town's historic district, protected as a

preservation area, has survived fires and floods over

four centuries, and the warning is the latest test.

A valley that made porcelain possible is a valley that

rain fills; Arita has always known both.

SOCIETY

Electricity and Floodwater: Ten
Rules
Compiled by the Society Desk

Treat submerged solar panels as live; do not approach

or touch them.

Report burning or smoking panels; do not attempt to

move them.

Do not enter floodwater near downed lines or

transformers.

Switch off the main breaker before water enters the

home, if it is safe to reach.

Do not restore power to appliances that were

submerged until an electrician has checked them.

Generators run outdoors only, away from windows;

exhaust kills indoors.

Charge devices at municipal charging points if the

home is without power.

Keep a battery radio for warnings when phones and

televisions are dead.

Dry electrical outlets and wiring must be inspected

before use.

When in doubt, leave it off and ask the utility.
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Editorial cartoon by Taro Suzuki, Staff Cartoonist.

EDITORIAL

The Season Is Old, the Sermon Is New, and the Sandbags Are Older
Than Both
Taro Suzuki draws two young people on a podium in the rain, shouting through a megaphone that the climate changed this morning,
while two men in helmets fill a drain with sandbags beneath a sign that says PREPARE. Behind them stands a shelf of wet years going
back to 1938. Asahi reports that warming seas are cited as the common factor in Chiba's three disasters since August. This page thinks
the cartoonist and the scientists are both right, and that the men with the sandbags are the only ones who matter this week
By Samantha Ortiz | Editorial Page Editor

Taro Suzuki's Monday cartoon is drawn in the grey of

a rainy morning, and it is raining on everyone in it.

Across the top, a scroll unrolls like an old chart:

TYPHOON SEASON, in English and in the

characters for typhoon and for the autumn rain front,

and beneath the lettering a row of flags in the wind,

the Japanese flag first, then flags marked JUNE

DOUBLE TYPHOON, DUJUAN and SURIGAE,

with typhoon spirals swirling between them. It is the

season's roll of honour, and it is long.

On the left, a window, a shelf of leather-bound

volumes and a brass-cornered trunk labelled JAPAN

METEOROLOGICAL AGENCY, under a sign that

reads METEOROLOGICAL ARCHIVE in two

languages. On the right, a stack of books rises like a

spine: WET YEARS BEFORE THE SERMON, and

on the spines the years 1938, 1943, 1952, 1969, 1988,

1993, 2004, 2011, 2021.

In the middle right, a podium, and on it two young

people in rain jackets, one shouting through a

megaphone, the other with a fist in the air. The

podium's sign says THIS RAIN IS NEW, and

beneath it, smaller: THE CLIMATE CHANGED

THIS MORNING.

In the foreground, ignoring the podium, two men

kneel in the water: a technician in a blue helmet

marked with the character for engineer, and a

firefighter in a helmet marked 24, packing sandbags

around a drain that is fountaining water back up into

the street. A small sign beside them says PREPARE.

A crate at their feet reads PUMPS AND

FORECASTS, with the Japanese and American flags

and the words for Japanese-American co-operation.

Bottom left, a wheel marked CYCLES turns through

spring, the rainy season, the typhoon months and

winter. Bottom right, a brass balance: ONE WET

YEAR in one pan, high and light; A CENTURY OF

STORMS in the other, low and heavy.

The caption beneath the whole: The season is old.

The sermon is new.

This page's task, as every Monday, is to argue with

the drawing rather than annotate it, and the argument

this morning is unusual, because the page agrees with

the cartoon and with the people the cartoon is

mocking, and thinks the agreement is the point.

Begin with what is old, because the cartoonist has

done the research and the shelf is real.

Japan has always had a typhoon season. The autumn

rain front that stalled over the Pacific coast last week

has a name in the language because it comes every

year. The wheel of cycles in the cartoon's corner is

the calendar every farmer, fisherman and railway

engineer in the country has worked to for centuries,

and the season's flags this year, a double typhoon in

June, Dujuan, Surige, are the ordinary roll of an

ordinary year's storms, with the ordinary variation in

their number and their strength.

The shelf is real too. The Hanshin flood of 1938

killed hundreds in Kobe. The cold, wet summer of

1993 drowned Kagoshima's suburbs in August and

ruined the rice crop. In 2004, ten typhoons made

landfall, a record that still stands. Typhoon Talas in

2011 killed dozens in the Kii Peninsula's landslides.

In 2021, a slope above Atami came down on a July

morning and buried a neighbourhood. The

cartoonist's spine of books is a bibliography, and

every volume on it is a year in which somebody stood

in the rain and said that they had never seen anything

like it.

That is the cartoon's case, and it is sound: a century of

storms outweighs one wet year, and a podium that

announces the climate changed this morning has not

read the archive.

It is worth adding what the archive says about how

the country answered each of those years, because the

cartoonist's shelf is a shelf of responses as much as of

storms. After 1938, Kobe rebuilt its river channels.

After the typhoons of the late 1950s, the country

wrote the disaster law under which every evacuation

order this month has been issued. After the ten

landfalls of 2004, the guidelines for evacuation

information were rewritten. After 2011, the

deep-seated landslides of the Kii Peninsula changed

how slopes are surveyed. After 2021, the regulation

of the fill slopes that buried Atami was tightened.

Every volume on the shelf has a second half, and the

second half is what the men with the sandbags are

working from.

Now what is new, because the scientists have also

done the research, and the numbers are also real.

The seas around Japan have warmed by about 1.3

degrees over the past century, according to the

meteorological agency's own long-term records, the

same agency whose trunk sits in the cartoon's

window. Warmer seas put more water into the air,

and the front that stalls over the coast in September

draws on that water. The agency's rain gauges, the

network that has counted every hour of heavy rain

since the 1970s, show that hours of very heavy rain,

the kind that fails slopes and breaches levees, have

become about half again as frequent as they were

fifty years ago.

Asahi Shimbun reports this morning that Chiba has

had three heavy-rain disasters in a little over a month

since August, and that global warming and sea

surface temperatures are cited as the common factors.

The citation is not the megaphone's; it is the

researchers', and it rests on the archive the cartoon's

trunk contains.

So the season is old, and the rain is heavier, and both

are true at once. The cartoonist is right that the

sermon is new. The people on the podium are right

that something has changed. Where the cartoon has

the better of the argument is in its foreground, and

this page wants to spend the rest of its space there,

because the foreground is where the week will be

decided.

There is a version of this argument that this page will

not make, and it should be named so that the reader

knows it has been declined. It is the version in which

the archive is used to deny the measurement: in

which the fact that 1938 was wet is offered as proof

that 2026 is ordinary. The cartoon does not make that

argument; its balance weighs one wet year against a

century of storms, not a thermometer against a

memory. A century of storms is exactly the record in

which a warming trend is found, and the agency

whose trunk sits in the window is the institution that

found it. The shelf and the sermon are not in

contradiction. They are the same data, read at

different lengths.

Equally, there is a version of the podium's argument

that this page declines, and it is the one the sign

makes literal: that the climate changed this morning.

It did not. It has been changing for the length of the

shelf, and the rain that fell on Chiba last week was

not a new kind of rain but an old kind, arriving more

often and carrying more water. The difference

matters for policy, because a new kind of rain would

need new kinds of defence, and an old kind arriving

more often needs the old defences built higher and

maintained better. The sandbag is the old defence. It

still works. It needs to be bigger.

Look at the two men with the sandbags.

They are not listening to the podium. They are not

consulting the archive. They are packing bags around

a drain, because the drain is fountaining water into

the street this morning, and the question of whether

the water is new or old does not change the size of

the bag.

That is the cartoon's real thesis, and it is this page's:

the argument about the cause of the rain is worth

having, and it must be had in the archive and the

laboratory, but it is not the argument that keeps a

street dry. The street is kept dry by the people in the

foreground, and by the things in their crate, which are

pumps and forecasts.

Consider what this week has taught about pumps and

forecasts, in the order the news has arrived.

One week after Typhoon No. 25, thirteen people are

dead, eight in Chiba and five in Kanagawa, two are

missing, and about 4,000 households are still without

power. The Uchibo Line's partial restoration will take

three months. The substitute buses between

Anegasaki and Kisarazu were cancelled because there

were not enough buses. Forty municipalities have

counted agricultural and water damage. The flower

fields of Minamiboso are gone, and the inns along the

coast have no lights.

None of that is decided by the cause of the rain. All

of it is decided by preparation: by levees that hold, by

sensors that report in time, by pumps that run when

the power fails, by buses that exist, by evacuation
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orders that reach phones. The week's failures were

failures in those, and the week's successes, the

emergency closure at Inbanuma completed before

Surige's arrival, the searches that found the dead, the

crews that restored power to all but 4,000 of the

households, were successes in those.

The cartoon's crate says the pumps and the forecasts

come from Japanese-American co-operation, and the

flags on it are not decoration. The forecasts that track

Surige to the Kurils are built on satellite data that the

two countries share, and on models run on machines

whose lineage this page's technology pages trace this

morning. The helicopters and the water that reached

the Tohoku coast in 2011 came, in part, from the

alliance whose trustworthiness the Prime Minister

affirmed a week ago. The alliance is usually

described in missiles; the cartoon describes it in

pumps, and the description is truer to what most

Japanese have received from it.

The crate also answers, quietly, the week's other

argument. A summit in Washington described the

two Pacific powers as allies of a war eighty years old,

and this page argued that the description was true of

1945 and beside the point for everything since. The

cartoon's crate is the alliance of everything since: the

forecast models, the satellite data, the pumps, the

helicopters. Nobody on the podium in Washington

mentioned them, and nobody in the water in Chiba

has stopped using them.

So here is the argument, in the cartoon's own terms.

The people on the podium want the cause

acknowledged. Acknowledge it. The seas are warmer,

the heavy rain is more frequent, and the archive

shows it. A government that pretends otherwise is a

government that will underbuild its levees, and this

page has no patience for that pretence.

But the people on the podium also want the

acknowledgment to be the action, and it is not. A sign

that says THE CLIMATE CHANGED THIS

MORNING does nothing for the drain. The

megaphone does not fill a sandbag. The sermon, in

Suzuki's word, is new, and it is also weightless, and

the balance in the corner of the drawing measures its

weight exactly: one wet year in the light pan, a

century of storms in the heavy one.

What would weigh something? This page has said it

on this page all week, and it will say it again, because

Monday is the day the government can begin.

First, the designation. The severe-disaster designation

for Typhoon No. 25 was promised a week ago and

has not been made. It raises the state's share of the

recovery's cost, and the growers of Minamiboso and

the municipalities counting their damage are waiting

for it. Make it today, before Surige's rain reaches

Kanto on Wednesday, so that the third disaster's bill

is on the state's account and not the prefecture's.

Second, the buses. A replacement service cancelled

for want of buses is the smallest failure of the week

and the most telling, because it is the failure of

provision that residents notice. Find the buses, from

other regions, and say where they come from.

The buses deserve a paragraph of their own, because

they are where the cartoon's two halves meet. The

driver shortage that emptied the replacement service

is not a weather problem; it is a labour problem a

decade in the making, sharpened by the overtime

limits of 2024 and by pay that no longer draws young

drivers. A warmer sea did not cancel the

Anegasaki-Kisarazu service. A country that had not

maintained its buses did. The sermon has nothing to

say about it, and the archive has nothing to say about

it, and the men in the water cannot fix it with

sandbags. It is the kind of failure that only a

government can repair, and it is the kind that a

government forgets while it argues about the rain.

Third, the sensors. The lake's data arrived late on the

night the levee failed, and they are now, the

technology pages report, guiding the recovery. The

review of why they were late should be conducted

before the next levee is tested, and the monitoring of

every lake and river in the region should be measured

against the risk that a warmer sea has raised.

Fourth, the people who must arrive first.

Three-quarters of the emergency-assignment

personnel are housed near their posts, and only 40%

of the nuclear-disaster base hospitals have a plan for

keeping their doors open in an accident. Those are

numbers from the same shelf as the flood years, and

they are the sandbags that have not been filled.

Fifth, the archive itself. The cartoon puts the agency's

trunk in the window for a reason: the record is the

argument's referee. Fund the record. The heavy-rain

network, the sea-temperature series, the

ocean-bottom seismometers whose development plan

was published this morning beside the agency's short

report on an earthquake, are the instruments by which

the country knows whether the sermon is right, and

they are cheaper than a single day's flood.

Sixth, and this is the one that requires the podium's

argument to be taken seriously: build to the trend, not

to the record. A levee designed to the worst flood in

the archive is a levee designed to the past. If the

agency's series say that the hours of very heavy rain

are half again as frequent as they were fifty years ago,

then the design standards for the next levee, the next

drain and the next slope must say so too, and the

finance ministry's objection that the standard is

expensive must be weighed against the 600,000 tons

of steel, the 40 municipalities and the thirteen

funerals of one month in one prefecture. That is

where the sermon belongs: in the design manual, in

figures, not on a podium in a slogan.

There is one more thing in the drawing that this page

has not mentioned, and it is the most Japanese thing

in it: the two men in the foreground are not arguing

with each other either.

One is a civil engineer and one is a firefighter, from

different services with different budgets and different

chains of command, and they are packing the same

drain. That is the co-operation the crate names, in

miniature. The week's failures, the sensors that

reported to one office and not another, the buses one

operator could not supply, the hospitals without a

plan for a nuclear accident because nobody owned

the plan, were failures of that co-operation, and the

sandbags were its success.

Okinawa supplied the week's other example, and it

belongs here because it is the cartoon's foreground at

the scale of a prefecture. Surige passed the Daito

islands before dawn as a very strong typhoon, with

winds of 50 metres a second, and the islands had

spent the weekend doing what the men in the water

are doing: shutters, supplies, boats hauled out, phones

charged for the satellites. Nobody on the islands

debated the cause of the storm on Sunday night. They

prepared for it, as they have for every storm since the

concrete houses replaced the wooden ones, and the

damage assessment this morning will show what

seventy years of preparation buys. The islands are the

cartoon's answer, drawn in concrete.

So this page's answer to the podium is not that the

sermon is wrong. It is that the sermon is addressed to

the wrong people. Tell the government the seas are

warmer; it should build for it. Tell the archive; it will

record it. But do not tell the two men in the water,

because they already know, and they are busy.

And this page's answer to the cartoonist, whose

drawing it admires, is that the shelf of wet years

proves his point and undoes it in the same breath. A

century of storms weighs more than one wet year,

yes. But a century of storms is also a century of

learning what the storms do, and the lesson of that

century, from the Hanshin flood to Atami, is that

every year the country prepared a little better and

every year the rain found the place it had not

prepared. The archive is not a rebuttal to the sermon.

It is the reason the sermon should be listened to and

then put down, so that the hands are free for the bags.

The season is old. The sermon is new. The sandbags

are older than both, and this week, in Chiba, they are

the whole of the argument.

Fill them, before Wednesday.

A last word on the megaphone, because Suzuki has

drawn the two young people with care, and they are

not villains.

They are wet, they are angry, and they are right about

something that the men in the water have not had

time to think about. The country will need them in

ten years, when the seas are warmer still and the

archive has more volumes, and it will need them to

have learned what the men in the water know: that

the sign is not the bag.

The best thing that could happen to the podium is a

pair of gloves and a place in the line. That is not a

rebuke. It is an invitation, and the drawing, read

generously, extends it.

The rain in the cartoon falls on the archive, the

podium and the drain alike. The drain is the only

place where anyone is doing anything about it.

Do something about it. Monday, Chiba, the

designation, the buses, the sensors, the plans. The

season will be back; it always has been.

ANALYSIS

ANALYSIS: A Truce Priced in Yen
Is a Truce Tokyo Can Read
By William | Senior Political Analyst

Asahi's figure for the summit's tariff reductions,

about 4.7 trillion yen, converts a diplomatic event

into an economic one, and Tokyo reads economic

events better.

A document that reflected Beijing's claims, on

Sankei's reading, and a phrase about allies of the

Great War were hard to price; thirty billion dollars of

tariff cuts over a two-month truce is not.

The market that reopens this morning at 156 yen will

price the truce against Japanese exporters' own tariff

terms, and the comparison is the first concrete

measure of what the summit cost Japan

competitively.

The AI-accident clause is the summit's durable

product, and Tokyo's task is to obtain the same duty

in its own arrangements with Washington, where AI

co-operation was confirmed last week without a

clause.

The farm purchases announced today will show

whether Beijing's side of the truce is real, and the

phase-one experience of 2020 counsels waiting for

the shipments rather than the announcement.

The Chinese survey vessel off Ishigaki, in the same

weekend, is the reminder that a truce with

Washington is not a truce with Tokyo, and the Coast

Guard's demand that it stop was the alliance's

practical response.

The Prime Minister's improved poll standing, at 45%

to 40%, gives her the room to be patient on the

document's language and firm on the survey vessel,

which is the right order.

The Iwaya delegation in Beijing will test the truce's

reach into Japanese supply chains, and its report will

be the truce's Japanese measure.

Numbers clarify, and the summit now has one; the

alliance's own numbers, on tariffs and on AI, are the

ones Tokyo should now write.

A truce in yen is a truce Japan can hold Washington

and Beijing to, and this page's advice is to hold both.

ANALYSIS

ANALYSIS: Thirteen Dead, Three
Months, and the Designation Still
Unmade
By Emi Kondo | Society & Local News Reporter

One week after Typhoon No. 25, the numbers that

Sankei carries this morning, 13 dead, two missing

and 4,000 households without power, are joined by a

horizon: three months for the partial restoration of

Chiba's transport.

Three months is the recovery's real timeline, and it is

longer than any the government has publicly planned

for; the severe-disaster designation, promised a week

ago, remains unmade.

The completed emergency repairs at Inbanuma are

the week's success, and the buses that could not be

found for the Uchibo Line are its failure, and the two

describe a recovery in which the engineering has

outrun the provision.

Asahi's report that warming seas are cited as the

common factor in three disasters since August gives

the recovery a longer frame, and this page's editorial

argues that the frame changes the building code

rather than the sandbag.

Surige's bands reach Kanto on Wednesday, and the

slopes that hold the two missing are the slopes most

likely to move.

The Mainichi poll's lead of five points is the

government's political capital, and Chiba is where it

will be spent or lost.

The Diet session's agenda, with a tax cut at its head,

will be judged in Chiba by the designation's date and

the buses' arrival.

Kumamoto's 1,500 evacuees, two months after the

July earthquake, are the warning of what a slow

recovery looks like at the two-month mark, and the

Emperor and Empress's visit there tomorrow is the

recognition Chiba will eventually expect.

Thirteen dead and three months: the week's count and

the recovery's horizon, both waiting on a designation.

Make it today.
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CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS

The Japan Morning Post corrects errors of fact as

soon as they are identified. Correction requests may

be sent to corrections@japanmorningpost.com,

giving the date, page and headline of the article

concerned.

Sunday's edition reported the gold medals won by

Hasegawa and Nagahara at the Asian Games on

Saturday as listed under 'skiing' in the wire summary,

noting that the discipline was not specified. Today's

reports place the two golds in skateboarding, and the

result is corrected on the sports page. Sunday's report

gave the death toll from Typhoon No. 25 as twelve;

Sankei News reports thirteen dead one week on, as

carried today.

The wire summary carries the boxer who defeated

Tenshin Nasukawa as 'Taku Inoue', and the name is

used as given. The reports available describe the Aki

Basho as 'nearing its end' and the Japan Women's

Open as 'underway'; both concluded on Sunday, and

the champion and the winner will be published when

confirmed. The gold medallist in the women's javelin,

the times in the 100m hurdles, Yamashita's marathon

time (described as a tournament record) and the

results of Sunday's race walks and of Saturday's

football quarter-final were not included in the reports

available.

The United States forecast map supplied for today's

edition carries readings identical to Sunday's for all

twenty cities; the map is reproduced as supplied.

Today's Japan map refers to arrows in its heading but

shows none; each city's single symbol and wording

are used.

THE WEEK AHEAD

MONDAY, SEPT. 28: Tokyo markets reopen at the

156 level to the summit's itemised agreement;

Washington's announcement of Chinese agricultural

purchases; indirect U.S.-Iran talks possible; the Asian

Games' final week begins; the new morning drama

begins on NHK. TUESDAY, SEPT. 29: The Emperor

and Empress visit Kumamoto, two months after the

July 28 earthquake; swells on the Pacific side of

Honshu as Surige moves east along the south of

Japan.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 30: Surige's outer bands over

Kanto; verdict in the Mito nail artist murder case.

THURSDAY, OCT. 1: Unified beer tax rates take

effect. FRIDAY, OCT. 2: Official opening of the

Kurobe Unazuki Canyon Route. SATURDAY, OCT.

3: Surige, extratropical, near the Kuril Islands.

SUNDAY, OCT. 4: Closing ceremony of the

Aichi-Nagoya Asian Games; the Yokohama mayoral

campaign opens. COMING: The severe-disaster

designation for Typhoon No. 25; the Diet session;

Iwaya's delegation of about 50 executives to China.

LATE NOVEMBER: Expiry of the two-month

U.S.-China trade truce extension.

TYPHOON AND HEAVY RAIN ADVISORIES

Typhoon No. 26, Surige, a very strong typhoon, was

north-west of Minami Daito Island this morning:

central pressure 945 hPa, maximum winds 50 m/s,

gusts 70 m/s, moving east-north-east at 15-20 km/h

(Weathernews, tenki.jp). The Daito islands had

strong winds and heavy rain from before dawn; the

storm's centre passes slightly off-centre from

Okinawa's main island, where temporary heavy rain,

thunderstorms and strong gusts continue as the

central rain clouds move away. From the 29th to

October 1 it moves east-north-east along the south of

Japan; after becoming an extratropical cyclone it will

be near the Kuril Islands around the 3rd. Follow the

Japan Meteorological Agency's formal typhoon

information, updated every few hours.

Waves of 7 m in Okinawa, 4 m in Amami and

Hokkaido and 3 m in Tohoku; swells on the Pacific

side of Honshu on the 29th and 30th.

Twenty-four-hour rainfall of 120 mm is forecast for

the Izu Islands and 100 mm for Hokkaido; rain in

northern and eastern Japan from a front and a low

over the Sea of Japan. A Level 4 landslide warning is

in force for Arita, Saga; a heavy rain warning

continues in Kumamoto. In the Kanto region,

landslide damage is expected to worsen and

thunderstorms may affect the commute. In Chiba,

landslide warnings remain on saturated slopes, the

Inbanuma closure is complete but the flooding

continues, and submerged or flood-damaged solar

panels should be treated as live and reported, not

approached.

MARKET REFERENCE

Yen: the 156 level is the key factor as Tokyo reopens;

Japan and the United States have confirmed that the

yen's undervaluation is a problem. Bank of Japan

policy rate: 1.25%, maintained; long-term rate

3.075% on Thursday, the highest in 30 years. Nikkei

225: 65,513 at Thursday's close, up 495. U.S.-China

agreement: tariff reductions worth about 4.7 trillion

yen and information sharing on serious AI accidents

(Asahi Shimbun); trade truce extended two months,

to late November; Chinese farm-purchase results due

today. Rice: retail average continues to decline; 2,934

yen per 5 kg at the last reported reading. The market

remains wary of fiscal expansion.

PHOTOGRAPHS IN THIS EDITION

Front page: President Trump welcomes President Xi

Jinping at the start of the Chinese leader's state visit

to the United States (Photo: WPM Productions).

Politics: Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi at the United

Nations General Assembly (Photo: WPM

Productions). International: President Trump and

President Xi Jinping in the Oval Office during the

state visit (White House Official); the B-2 and fighter

flyover at the arrival ceremony for President Xi's

state visit (White House Official). Economy: the

Tokyo Stock Exchange building at Kabutocho

(Photo: TG2 (CC)). Weather Abroad: United States

forecast map for Monday, September 28, 2026,

supplied for this edition. Editorial cartoon by Taro

Suzuki, Staff Cartoonist.

Official White House photographs are released as

United States government works and are used here

with credit as the White House requests. Agency

news photographs remain copyrighted and are not

reproduced. No new photograph of today's events

was supplied, and images from the state visit are used

again with their original credits.
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TOMORROW'S EDITION

Tuesday's edition will carry the markets' first session

after the summit's itemised agreement and

Washington's farm-purchase announcement; the

outcome of any indirect U.S.-Iran talks; the Emperor

and Empress's visit to Kumamoto; Surige's

movement along the south of Japan and the Daito

islands' damage count; the Aki Basho's champion, the

Japan Women's Open's winner and the Asian Games'

results as they are confirmed; and the Diet session's

agenda.

MORE INSIDE TODAY (CONTINUED)

Monday's Numbers — Page 6

Sunday's Sport in Numbers — Page 6

Markets Reopen at 156 to a Truce With a Price Tag

and a Ministry With Washington's Word — Page 7

Short Shelf Life, Fast Depreciation: Sankei on the

New Chinese Cars, and the Honda-Nissan Alliance's

Answer — Page 7

Residual Value: Why a Car's Second Price Decides

Its First — Page 7

Three Years of Chinese Cars in Japan: Small Sales,

Large Attention — Page 7

The Honda-Nissan Alliance: Why Two Rivals

Joined, and What They Argue About — Page 7

Lausanne, 1893: The School That Invented Hotel

Management — Page 8

The Kurobe Unazuki Canyon Route Opens to the

Public Ahead of October 2: Power's Heritage

Becomes a Destination — Page 8

The Gorge That Powers Kansai: Kurobe's Dams, and

Why Their Tunnels Draw Visitors — Page 8

Snow Peak Sets Up at Mount Akagi: A Camping

Brand Bets on Gunma's Tourism — Page 8

Making Space a Commercial Data Channel: NEC's

Constellation, the AI-Accident Clause and the Falcon

That Reached Orbit Eighteen Years Ago Today —

Page 8

A Base Station in the Stratosphere for the Daito

Islands: HAPS as the Storm's Backup — Page 9

The Storm That Tested the Satellite Phone Services:

Surige and the Three Carriers' Direct Connection —

Page 9

Docomo's December: AI, Security and the Satellite

Service, in the Bill — Page 9

The Early Warning System's Development Plan,

Published Beside This Morning's Short Report —

Page 9

Why Two Forecasters Can Track One Storm:

Himawari's Open Data and the Private Weather

Industry — Page 9

Remote Acquisition With a Warrant: The

Smartphone Question the Diet Will Inherit — Page

10

Cognitive Warfare: The Government's Plan to

Answer Chinese and Russian Information Operations

With Overseas Partners — Page 10

AI on the 119 Line: What the Fire Agency's Call

Support Would Do — Page 10

After the Attack: How the Keio Group Company Will

Restore Its Card Payments — Page 10

September 28, 1925: Seymour Cray, and the

Machines That Forecast Typhoons — Page 11

September 2018: MINERVA-II's Hop Across Ryugu,

and Japan's Asteroid Robots — Page 11

September 28, 2015: The Supermoon Eclipse That

Millions Photographed at Once — Page 11

Linux Week, 1991: A Student's Kernel That Became

the Server's Operating System — Page 11

Two Months After July 28: Kumamoto's Earthquake

Recovery, and the 1,500 Who Wait — Page 12

Monday's Map: Rain at Times Everywhere, Thunder

in Fukuoka, and Naha Clearing as the Typhoon

Passes — Page 12

One Week On: Thirteen Dead, Two Missing, 4,000

Households Without Power — Page 12

The Two-Month Mark: What Long Evacuation Does,

and Why Temporary Housing Decides It — Page 12

East Along the South of Japan, Then North to the

Kurils: Surige's Last Days — Page 13

Buses That Do Not Exist: The National Shortage

Behind Chiba's Cancelled Service — Page 13

Weather Abroad: A Dry West, a Hot South and a Wet

Atlantic Seaboard Across the United States,

Unchanged From Sunday — Page 14

Tokyo at 24 and 21, Rain at Times: The Week Begins

Under an Umbrella — Page 14

The Cane in the Wind: What Surige's Night Means

for the Daito Islands' One Crop — Page 14

The Morning After: How Okinawa Counts a

Typhoon's Damage — Page 14

The Other System: A Front and a Sea of Japan Low

Bring the North Its Rain — Page 15

Kanto's Monday: Landslide Risk Expected to

Worsen, Thunderstorms on the Commute — Page 15

Kanagawa's Five: The Other Prefecture in the

One-Week Toll — Page 15

Two Still Missing: The Searches in Chiba's Debris

After a Week — Page 15

Week Two: What Chiba Faces From Monday to

Surige's Rain on Wednesday — Page 16

Level 4 Landslide Warning for Arita, Saga: The

Porcelain Town Under Kyushu's Rain — Page 16

Level 4 Means Leave: The Alert Scale Behind Arita's

Warning — Page 16

A Drowning in Kumamoto's Rain, and 1,500 Still in

Evacuation Centres Two Months After the

Earthquake — Page 16

Silver in the Rain: Japan Loses the Asian Games

Baseball Final 1-3 to South Korea at Toyohashi —

Page 17

Amateurs Against Professionals: Japan's Asian

Games Baseball Since 1994 — Page 17

Fukube Gold, Nakajima Silver: Japan's One-Two in

the 100 Metres Hurdles — Page 17

Under Thirteen Seconds: How Japan's Women's

Hurdlers Reached the Front — Page 17

Kitaguchi Takes Silver in the Javelin; the Olympic

Champion Beaten at Home — Page 18

Muratake in the 110 Metres Hurdles: The Event

Whose Result the Wires Carried Over — Page 18

Yuna Nishimura Wins the Arkansas Championship:

A First LPGA Tour Victory, Wire to Wire — Page

18

The Japanese Wave on the LPGA Tour: Nishimura

Joins the Winners — Page 18

Correction: Hasegawa and Nagahara's Golds Were in

Skateboarding, Not Skiing — Page 19

The Aki Basho's Champion and the Women's Open's

Winner: Sunday's Results Not Yet in the Wires —

Page 19

The Final Week Begins: Athletics, Football's

Semi-Finals and the Remaining Medals — Page 19

Today's Sport: Monday, September 28 — Page 19

The Season Is Old, the Sermon Is New, and the

Sandbags Are Older Than Both — Page 20

ANALYSIS: A Truce Priced in Yen Is a Truce

Tokyo Can Read — Page 21

ANALYSIS: Thirteen Dead, Three Months, and the

Designation Still Unmade — Page 21


